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QUOD fi quis verd vitam ratione gubernet » 

Divitice grandcs homini funt , vivtre farce 
jEquo animo : neque enim ejl unquam penuria parvi 3 
At claros fe homines voluerunt atque potentes , 

Ut fundamento Jlabili fortuna maneret , 

Et placidam pojfent opulcnti degere vitam : 
Nequicquam. — quoniam ad fummum fuccedere honorenK 
Certantes , iter infejlum fecere viai, 

Et tamen e fummo quaji Julmen dejicit iftos 
Jnvidia interdum contemptim in Tartar a tetra. 

Ergo , Regibus occi/is, fulvtrfa jaccbat 
Prijlina majejlas foliorum , et Jceptra fuperba ; 

Et capitis fummi praeclarum injigne, cruentum 9 
Stib pedibus volgi magnum lugebat honorem : 

Ifam cvfide conculcatur nimis ante metutum. 

Res itaqe ad fummam faccem, turbafque redibat , 
Jmperium Jibi cum ac fummatum quijque petebat. 

Lucretius, V. 1153; 
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INTRODUCTION. 
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Dent, I found them matters of ferious concern and de* 
bate. Such too is the contagion of example, that I 
could not hinder myfelf from thinking one opinion bet- 
ter founded, or one Ritual more appofite and fignificant, 
than another ; and I even felt fomething like an anxiety 
for its being adopted, and a zeal for making it a general 
practice. I had been initiated in a very fplendid Lodge 
at Liege, of which the Prince Bifhop, his Trefonciers, 
and the chief NoblefTe of the State, were members. I 
vifited the French Lodges at Valenciennes, at Bruffels, 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, at Berlin, and Koningfberg ; and I 
picked up fome printed difcourfes delivered by the Bro- 
ther-orators of the Lodges. At St. Peterfburgh I con- 
nefled myfelf with the Englifh Lodge, and occafionally 
vifited the German and Ruflian Lodges held there. I 
found myfelf received with particular refpeft as a Scotch 
Mafon, and as an Eleve of the Lodge de la Parfaite In- 
telligence at Liege. I was importuned by perfons of the 
firft rank to purfue my mafonic career through many 
degrees unknown in this country. But all the fplendour 
and elegance that I faw could not conceal a frivolity in 
every part. It appeared a bafelefs fabric, and I could 
not think of engaging in an occupation which would 
confume much time, coft me a good deal of money ^ 
and might perhaps excite in me fome of that fanaticifm, 
or, at leaf!, enthufiafm that I faw in others, and per- 
ceived to be void of any rational fupport. I therefore 
remained in the Englifh Lodge, contented with the rank 
of Scotch Matter, which was in a manner forced on me 
in a private Lodge of French Mafons, but is not given 
in the Englifh Lodge. My mafonic rank admitted me 
to a very elegant entertainment in the female Loge de la 
Fidehte , where every ceremonial was compofed in the 
Itigheft degree of elegance, and every jhing conduced 
with the mofl delicate refpeft for our fair fitters, and 
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the old fong of brotherly love was chanted in the molt 
refined drain of fentiment. I do not fuppofe that the 
Parifian Free Mafonry of forty-five degrees could give 
ine more entertainment. I had profited fo much by it, 
that I had the honor of being appointed the Brother- 
orator. In this office I gave fuch fatisfaclion, that a 
worthy Brother fent me at midnight a box, which he 
committed to my care, as a perfon far advanced in ma- 
fonic fcience, zealoufly attached to the order, and 
therefore a fit depofitary of important writings. I" learn- 
ed next day that this gentleman had found it convenient 
to leave the empire in a hurry, but taking with him the 
funds of an eftablilhment of which her Imperial Majefty 
had made him the manager. I was defired to keep thefe 
writings till he fhould fee me again. I 6beyed. About 
ten years afterward I faw the gentleman on the ftreet in 
Edinburgh, converfing with a foreigner. As I palled 
by him, I faluted him foftly in the Ruffian language ; 
but without flopping, or even looking him in the face, 
.fie coloured, but made no return. I endeavoured in 
•vain to meet with him, intending to make a proper re- 
turn for much civility and kindnefs which I had received 
from him in his own country. 

T now confidered the box as acceffible to myfelf, and 
•opened it. I found it to contain all the degrees of the 
Par/ait Mafon Ecojfois , with the Rituals, Catechifms, 
•and Inftru&ions, and alfo four other degrees of Free 
-Mafonry, as cultivated in the Parifian Lodges'. I have 
kept them with all care, and mean to give them to lome 
eefpeftable Lodge. But as I am bpund by no engage- 
ment of any kind, I hold myfelf as at liberty to make 
fuch ufe of them as may be ferviceable to the public, 
without enabling any uninitiated perfon to enter the 
Lodges of thefe degrees, B 
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. Thii acquifiuort might baveroufed my . former reHflb 
for Mafanry, bad it been merely dormant ; but, after 
io long reparation from the Logs de la FicUlite, the ma- 
fonic fpirit had evaporated. Some curiofity, however, re* 
formed* and fome wifla to trace tfrjs plalticmy fiery to the 
pit from which tb e {day bad been dug, which has been 
xpoplded into ,fq many different fhapas, “ fome to hor 
Hpj c, and fopte to difbonojj.” But my opportunities 
jwere now goo$. I had given away (when in Ruffia) 
pay vplurnes of cUfcourfes, and (ova# far-fetched and 
gratuitous hiftories, and Bothiug remained but the, piti r 
fill work, of Andcrfon, and the Ma^onncrit ddonhiray 
jnifjue- devoilec. , which a te ift qyery. one’s hands. 

My curiofity; was ftrongly roufed by the accounts 
given in the Religions Rcgebenheikn. There l faw 
^quotations without number ; fy Items, and fchilms of 
which | bad never heard but what particularly (truck 
me, was a zeal and faoaticifm about what I thought tri- 
bes, .which aftpf ifhed roe. Men, of tank and: fortune, 
jtqd engaged in furious and honorable public employ* 
pients, not only frequenting the Lodges o£ the cities 
where they refided, but journeying from One end of 
Germany or France to the other, to vifit new Lodges, 
or. to leam new fecrets or new doctrines. J faw con- 
ventions held at Wifmar, at Wilbad, at Kohlo, at 
Brunfwick, and at Willerofbad, confifting of fome hun- 
dreds of perfoos of refpeftable Rations. 1 faw adven- 
.turers coming to a city, ptofeffing fome new: fecret, and 
in a few days forming new Lodges, and intruding in a 
troublefpme and expeufive manner hundreds of brethren, 

German Mafonry appeared a very ferious concern^ 
and to be implicated with other fubje&s with which I 
had never fufpe£ted it to have any connexion. I fay 
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if much cormefted with many occurrences and fchifmt 
in the Chriftian church ; I faw that the Jefuits had fe*< 
verai times interfered in it j ahd that moft of the except 
tronable innovations and drffentions had arifen about the 
rime that the order of LoyoU was fiippreffed $ (a that it 
fhould feeio, that thefe intriguing brethren had attempts 
ed to maintain their influence by the help of Fret Ma-» 
fonry. I faw it much difturbed by the nryflicad whiroi 
of J. Behmen and Swedenborgs— by the fanatical and 
knavifh do&rirtes of the modern Rofycruciam^— *by Mat 
gicians — Magnedfer*— Exorcifts, «fcc. Andlobfenrj 
ed that thefe different fefcts reprobated each other, ai 
not only maintaining erroneous opinions, but even in- 
culcating opinions which were contrary to the eftablifli- 
ed religions of Germany, and contrary to the principle* 
of the civil eftahiith merits. At the fame rime they 
charged each other with miftakes and corruptions, both 
in doctrine and in practice ; and particularly with falfi- 
ficationof the fir [L principles of Free Mafonry, and with 
ignorance of its origin and its hiftory > and they fup*. 
ported thefe charges by authorities from many different 
hooks which were unknown to me- < 

i ' . t 

My curiofity was now greatly excited. I got from a 
much-re fpefcted friend many of the preceding volumes 
of the Religions Begtbenheiten , in hopes of much infor- 
mation from the patient induftry of German erudition. 
-This opened a new and very intereiting feene ; I wap 
.frequently fent back to England, from whence all agreed 
-that Free Mafonry had been . imported into Germany. 
I was frequently led into France and into Italy.- There, 
and more remarkably in France, I found that the Lodges 
.had become the haunts of many projectors and fanatics, 
both in fcience, in religion, and in politics, who had 
availed themfelve* of the fecrccy and the freedom of 
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fpeech maintained in thefe meetings, to broach their par- 
ticular whims, or. fufpicious do&rines, which, if publifh-t 
«d to the world in the ufual manner, would have expofed 
the authors to ridicule, or to cenfure. Thefe projec- 
tors had contrived to tag their peculiar noftrums to the 
mummery of Mafonry, and were even allowed to twift 
the mafonic emblems and ceremonies to their purpofe > 
lo that in their hands Free Mafonry became a thing to- 
tally .unlike, and almoft in direft oppofition to the fyf- 
tem (if it may get fuch a name) imported from England ; 
and fome Lodges had become fchools of irreligion and 
licentioulhefs. 

No nation in modem times has fo particularly turned 
its attention to the cultivation of every thing that is re- 
fined or ornamental as France, and it has long been the 
refort of all who hunt after entertainment in its moil re- 
fined form; the French have come, to confider them- 
felves as the inftruftors of the world in every thing that 
ornaments life, and feeling themfelves received as fuch, 
they have formed their manners accordingly — full of 
the moll condefcending complaifance to all who acknow- 
ledge their fuperiority. Delighted, in a high degree, with 
this office, 'they have become zealous miifionaries of re- 
finement in every department of human purfuit, and have 
reduced their apoftolic employment to a fyftem, which 
they profecute with ardour and delight. This is not 
groundlefs declamation, but fober hillorical truth. It 
was the profefied aim (and it was a magnificent and wife 
aim) of the great Colbert, to make the court of Louis 
XIV. the fountain of human refinement, and Paris the 
Athens of Europe. We need only look at the plunder 
of Italy by the, French army, to be convinced that their 
low-born generals and ftatefmen have in this refpeft the 
feme notions with the Colberts and the Richlieus. 
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- I know' no fubjeft in which this aim at uhiyerfal in-* 
fluence on the opinions of men, by holding themfelves- 
forth as the models of excellence and elegance, is more 
clearly feen than in. the care that they have been pleafed- 
to take of Free Mafonry. It feems indeed peculiarly 
fuited to the talents and tafte of that vain and ardent peo- 
ple. - Bafelefs and frivolous, it admits of every form* 
that Gallic refinement can invent, to recommend it to 
the young, the gay, the luxurious; thatclafsof focietyt 
which alone deferves their care, becaufe, in one way or 
another, it leads all other dalles of fociety. 

It has accordingly happened, that the homely Free 
Mafonry imported from England has been totally chang- 
ed in every country of Europe, either by the impofing 
afcendancy of French brethren, who are to be. found 
every where, ready to inftruel the world ; or by the im- 
portation of the doftrines, and ceremonies, and orna- 
ments of the Parifian Lodges. Even England, the 
birth-place of Mafonry, has experienced the French in- 
novations; and all the repeated injunctions, admoniti- 
ons, and reproofs . of the old Lodges, cannot prevent 
thofe in different parts of the kingdom from admitting 
the French novelties, full of tinfel and glitter, and high- 
founding titles. 

Were this all, the harm would not be great. But 
. long before good opportunities had occurred for fpread- 
.ing the refinements on the fimple Free Mafonry of Eng- 
land, the Lodges in Fi ance had become places of very 
. ferious difculfion, where opinions in morals, in religion, 
and in politics, had been promulgated and maintained 
.with.a freedom and akeennefs, of which we in this fa- 
.vored land have no adequate notion, becaufe we are 
• unacquainted with the reftraints, which, in other coun- 
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tries, . ore laid on ordinary converfatian. In cdrffe- 
quence of this, the French innovations in Free Mafonry 
were quickly followed in all parts of Europe, by the 
adxniffion of dmilar difcuffions, although in direft oppo-* 
fition to a (landing rule, and a declaration made to eve-* 
ry newly received Brother, “ that nothing touching tha 
sdigion or government (hall ever be (poken of. in tha 
Lodge.” But the Lodges in other countries followed 
the example of France, and have frequently become tha 
rendezvous of innovators in religion and politics, and 
other difturhers of . the public peace. In (hort, I have 
found that the covert of a Mafon Lodge had been em- 
ployed in every country for venting and propagating 
femiments in religion and politics, that could not have 
circulated in public without expofing the author to great 
danger. -I found, that this impunity had gradually en* 
cou raged men of licentious principles to become more 
hold, and to teach doSrines fubverfive of all our notioni 
of morality— -of all our confidence in the moral govern- 
ment of the univerfe — of all our hopes of improvement 
in a future date of exigence — and of all fatisfa&ion and 
contentment with our prefent life, fo long as we live in 
a (late of civil fubordination. I have been able to trace 
thele attempts, made, through a courfe of fifty years^ 
under the fpecious pretext of enlightening the world by 
the torch of pbilofophy, and of difpelling the clouds of 
civil and religious fuperftition which keep the nations of 
Europe in darknefs and flavery. I have obferved thefe 
do&rines gradually diffufing and mixing with all the dif- 
ferent fyftems of Free Mafonry; till, at lad, ah As- 
sociation has been formed for the exprefs pur- 

pofe of ROOTING OUT ALL THE RELICIOUl ESTA- 
BLISH M E N TS, AN D O-V E R T U R N I N G A L L THE EX- 
ISTING GOVERNMENTS of Europe. I have feen 
this Aflbciation exerting itfelf zealoufiy and fyftemairr 
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sally 1 , tilt it has: become aftmoft irrefiRible : Arid I have 
feen that the moR active leaders ia the French Revolu- 
tion were members of this Aflociation, and conducted 
their firft movements according to its principles, and by 
means of its iaftru&ions and alfiRance, formally requefo 
td and, obtained : And, laftly, I have feen that this Af- 
fectation Rill exiRs, Rill .works in fecret, and that not 
only fcvetal appearances among ourfelves Ihow that its 
omilfaries are endeavouring to propagate their deteftable 
do&Wnes among us, but that the Aflociation- has Lodges 
an Britain, correfponding with, the mother Lodge at Miv- 
oicbevet Cnee 1784^ 

If all this were a matter of mere curiofity, and fuf- 
ceptible of no good ufe, it would have been better to 
have kept it to rayfelf, than to’ diflurbmy neighbours 
.with the knowledge of a Rate of things which they cats- 
mot amend. But if ic feall appear that the minds of my 
.countrymen are milled in the very fame manner as 
were thole of our continental neighbours— *if I can (how 
that the wafonings which make a very Rrong irapreffinn 
.on feme perfens in this country are the fame which acr 
tuafly produced- the dangerous aRbciation in Germany-; 
#ndithat they, bad this unhappy influence folely becaufp 
,they were- thought- to be fincere, and the expreffions of 
the fentiments of the Ipeakers— if I can (how that this 
was alia cheat* and that the Leaders of this : Afiociatioo 
di fbel ieved- every word tbit they uttered* and every doc- 
trine- that they taught; and that their real intention was 
toabolifh all religion,, overturn every government, and 
make the world a general plunder, and. a wreck — if Lean 
lhow, that the principles which the Founder and Lead- 
efcs of this, Aflbcimian held forth as: the perfection of hu- 
man: virtue* and the. raoR powerful and efficacious fbfr 
ibemihg the minds of men, and making than good; and 
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happy, had no influence on the Founder and Leader* 
themfelves, . and that they were, almod without excep- 
tion, the mod infignifrcant, worthlefs, and profligate of 
men ; I cannot but thinlt, that fuch information will 
make my countrymen hefitate a little, and receive with 
-caution, and even diflrufl, addrefles and indrudions 
which flatter our felf-conceit, and which, by buoying 
<us up with the gay profpect of what is perhaps attainable 
by a change, may make us difcontented with our pre- 
fent condition, and forget that there never was a go- 
'vernmertt.on earth where the people of a great and lux- 
urious nation enjoyed fo much freedom and fecurity 
in the poffeflion of every thing that is dear and valu- 
able. 

. - i 

When we fee that thefe boaded principles had not 
that effeft on the leaders which they aflert to be their na- 
tive, certain, and inevitable confequences, we will dif. 
trud the fine deferiptions of the happinefs that fhoulaL 
refult from fuch a change. And when we fee that the 
methods which were pra&ifed by this Afl'ociation foe 
the exprefs purpofe of breaking all the bands of fociety, 
were employed folely in order that the leaders might 
rule the world with uncontroulable power, while all the 
red, even of the affociated, will be degraded in their own 
edimation, corrupted in their principles, and employed 
as mere tools of the ambition of their unknown fuperiors ; 
furely a free-born Briton will not hefitate to rejeft at 
once, and without any farther examination, a plan- fa big 
with mifehief, fo difgraceful to its underling adherents, 
and fo uncertain in its iffue. 

Thefe -hopes have induced me to'lay before the pub- 
lic a fhort abdratt of the information which I think I 
have received. It will be fhort, but I hope fufficieat 
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fbreftabHfhing the fa£t, that this Seieftdblc AJfociation ex* 
ifi$ t aud its emijfariei art htfy among durfehtsx ' 5 

; . . . ' j . : . \ : • # . * , ' ' 

• I was not contented with the quotations Which I (bund 
hi the Religions Begebehheiten, but procured from abroad 
fdme of the chief Writings from which they are takerni 
This bdtK £ave trie * confidence in the quotations front 
books which I could not procure, and frlmifhed kne With 
liiore materials. Much, however, remains untold, richly 
deferring die attention of all thofe whofeel theittfelvei 
tfifpofed to liften to the tales of a poffible happinefs that 
lhay be enjoyed in a fociety where all the magiftrates art 
Wife and jufti and-all the people are honeft and kind. ’ 

‘ I hope that I am honeft and candid. I have been at 
hll pains td give the 'true fenfd of ‘the authors. My 
•knowledge of the German language is but foamy, butt 
frave lad the aflBftahce of friends whenever - 1 was in 
doubt, fn cdmpreflihg into one paragraph What I havfe 
‘coflefted from many, 1 have, 1 as much as I- was able, 
'ftuck to the Words of the author, and have been anxious 
'to give his precife meaning. I doubt not but that £ 
have fometimes failed, and will receive correction with 
deference. ’ I entreat the reader not to expeft a piece 
df good literary compofttion. I am very ferifible tha f t 
it is far' from it— it is written during bad health, when I 
' am not at Oafe-^-and I wilhed to conceal my name — bdt 
thy motive is, without the fmalleft mixture of ahdthet, 
'to do fome good in the only way I am able, and I think 
that what I fay will come with better grace, aftd be re- 
ceived With more confidence, than any anonymous pub- 
lication. Of thefe I am now mofi heartilyfick. I' throw 
myfelf dn my country* with a free head/ ini' 1 bow wilfb 
' deference to its decifion. 

- ■ C • 
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. The Affpciation of which I have bpen fpeaktng, isthe 
Order of Illuminati, founded in 1775, by Dr. Ajdam 
Weifhaupt, profeflor of Canon law in the univerfity of 
Ipgojfta^ty apd abolifhed in : 1.7-86 by the £,ledor of Ba- 
yaria, bu( ^reyived immediately after, .under another 
name, and in a. different form, all over Germany. It 
y/AS ] again dete^led, andfeemingly. broken up y but it 
had by this time taken, fo deep root that it ftiH fubfift* 
without being . detected, and has fpread into all'the coun- 
tries of Europe. It took its- firft rife among the Free 
Mafons, but is totally different from Free Mafonry. It 
was not, however, the mere protection gained by the fe- 
crecy of the Lodges, that gave occafion to it, but it arofe 
naturally from the corruptions that had gradually crept 
into that, fraternity j the violence of the party-fpirit which 
pervaded it, and from the .total uncertainty and dark- 
nefs that hangs oyer the whole of that myfterious Affoci- 
ation. It is neceffary, therefore, to give fome account 
of the innovations that have been introduced into Free 
Mafonry fjrom the time that it made its appearance on 
the continent of Europe as a myftica] Society, poffef- 
fing fecrets different from thofe of the mechanical em- 
ployment whofe name it affumed, and thus affording en- 
tertainment and occupation to perfons of all ranks and 
profeflions. It is by no means intended to give abiftory 
of Free Mafonry. This would lead to a very long dif- 
cuffion. The patient induftry of German erudition has 
been very feriOufly employed on this fubjeft, and many 
performances have been publifhed, of which fome ac- 
count is given in the different volumes of the Religions 
Begebenheiten, particularly in thofe for 1779, 1785, and 
1786. It is evident, from the nature of the thing, that 
they cannot be very inftruCUve to the public j becaufe 
the obligation of fecrecy refpe&ing the important mat- 
ters which are the very fubjefts of debate, prevents the 
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author from giving that full information that is required 
from an hiftorian ; and the writers have not, in general, 
been perfons qualified for the talk. Scanty erudition, 
credulity, and enthufiafm, appear in almoft all their 
writings ; and they have neither attempted to remove the 
heap of ruhbilh with which Anderfon has difgraced his 
Covjlitutions of Free Mafonry (the bafis of mafonic hif- 
tory) nor to avail themfelves of informations which hif- 
tory really affords to a fober enquirer. Their Royal 
art muft never forfooth appear in a Hate of infancy of 
childhood, like all other human acquirements j and 
therefore, when they cannot give proofs of its exiftence 
in a ftate of manhood, polfelTed of all its myfterious 
treafures, they fuppofe what they do not- fee, and fay 
that they are concealed by the oath of fecrecy. Of fuch 
inftruQion I can make no ufe, even if I were difpofed to 
write a hiftory of the Fraternity. I fhall content my felf 
with an account of fuch particulars as are admitted by 
all the mafonic parties, and which illuftrate or confirm 
my general propofition, making fuch ufe of the accounts 
of the higher degrees in my poffeffion as I can, without 
admitting the profane into their Lodges. Being under 
no tie of fecrecy with regard to thefe, I am with-held 
by difcretion alone from putting the public in polfedion 
of all their myileries. 
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C H A F. I. 
Schifins in FYee Mafonry. 


T H£R$ is undoubtedly a djgnity in the art of build- 
ing, or in furchitc6bnrje % which no other art pofleQes, an0 
this, ^h ct ^ xer we fonfijde|r 4 in its rudeft ftatf, occupied 
in railing a hut, or as pradifed in a cultivated nat|o§, 
in the ere&ion of a njagnificent end ornamented temple. 
As the arts in general improve in any nation, this mu|t 
always maintain its pre-eminence ; for u emplpys therp 
all, and no map can, be eminent asap architect who does 
not poflefs a confiderable knowledge of almoft every 
fcience and art already cultivated in his nation. His 
$reat works pie undertakings of the moll ferious con- 
cern, conned him with the public, or with the rulers pf 
the ftate, and attach to him the pradiuanecs of other 
arte, who are wholly occupied hr executing Us orders : 
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His works are the objefts of public attention, and are 
not the tranfient fpe&acles of the day, but hand down 
to pofterity his invention, his knowledge, and his tafte. 
No wonder then that he thinks highly of his profeifion, 
and that the public fhould acquiefce in 'his pretentions, 
even when in fome degree extravagant. 

t It is not at all furpriting, therefore, that the incor- 
porated archite&s in all cultivated > nations .fhould arro- 
gate to themfelves a pre-eminence over the fimilar affo- 
ciations of other tradefmen. We find traces of this in 
the remoteft antiquity. The Dionyfiacs of Afia Minor 
were undoubtedly an afTociation of architefts and engi- 
neers, who had the exclufive privilege of building tem- 
ples, ftadia, and theatres, under the myfterious tutelage 
of Bacchus, and diftinguifhed from the uninitiated or 
profane inhabitants by the fcience which they poffeffed, 
and by many private figns and tokens, by which they 
recognized each other. This afTociation came into 
Ionia from Syria, into which country it had come from 
Perfia, along with that ftyle of archite&ure that we call 
'Grecian. We are alfo certain that there was a fimilar 
trading afTociation, during the dark ages, in Ch'riftian 
- Europe, -which monopolized the building of great 
churches and cattles, working under the patronage and 
•proteftion of the Sovereigns and Princes of Europe, 
and poffeffing many’ privileges. Circumttances, which 
it would be tedious to enumerate and difcufs, contimt- 
'ed- this afTociation later in Britain than On the Conti- 
nent. ' - 

• • \ 
t . * * * ‘ : 1 ■ 

But it is quite uncertain when and why perfons who 
'were hot builders by profeffion firft fought adifiiflioh 
■ into' this Fraternity. The firft diftinft and unequivocal 
tinftancc that we have of this is the admiffion of Mr. -Aft- 
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mole, the famous antiquary, in 1648, into a Lodge 
Warrington, along with his father-in-law Colonel Maw* 
waring. It i& not improbable that the, covert of fecrecy 
in thofe affembfies had made them courted by the Roy* 
alifts, as occafions' of meeting, Nay, the Ritual of the 
Maker’s degree: fqeips to .have been formed, or perhaps 
twitted from its original inftitution, fo as to give an op- 
portunity of founding the political principles of the 
candidate,, and of the whole Brethren prefent. For it 
bears fo eafy an adaptation to the death of the King, 
tp the overturning. of the venerable conttitution of. the 
Englifh. government of three orders by a mean demo* 
crstfy, and its re-eftabliihment by the efforts of the loy- 
alitts, .that this would ftart into every perfon’s mind 
during the ceremonial, and could hardly fail to fhow, by 
the countenances and behaviour of the. Brethren, how 
they were a Hefted. I recommend this hint to the. con r 
fideration of the Brethren. 1 have met with many par- 
ticular fafts, which convince me that this ufe had- been 
made of the meetings of Mafons, and that at. this time 
the Jefuits interfered confidently, inlinuating them- 
felves into the Lodges, and contributing to encreafe that 
.religious mytticifm that is to be obferved in all the cere- 
monies of the order.. This fociety is well known to 
have put on every fhape, and tp have made ufe of every 
mean that could promote the power and influence of the 
order. And we know that at this time they were by no 
. means without hopes of re-eftablifhing the, dominion of 
.the Church of Rome in England. Their fervices were 
. not fcrupled at by the dittreffed Royalifts, even fuch as 
. were Proteftants, while they were highly prized by the 
Sovereign. We alfo know that Charles II. was made a 
Mafon, and. frequented the Lodges. It is not unlikely, 
that befides the amufement of a vacant hour, which was 
_ always agreeable to him, he had pleafure in the.meeting 
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^ith his loyal friends, and in flie' occupatiorts of thd 
Lodge, Whieh recalled to his mind their attachment and 
feCvicei.- His btothtef arid fucceflor Jaittei It. was of d 
mote ferious ind maiity Call of itiihd, afhd had little plea-* 
Rnre hi the frivolous eereihoniesof'M&fohry. He -did 
hot Fre4tifeht the Lodges, Bui/fcy this trine, they were 
the' refort of many pefforis who Were not Of the profefl 
fioh, Or 1 members of the trading corporation. Thii 
ttrtubiftahce, ih till probability, predated the denomi* 
nations r of Ph^E and'AcOEfTED Mafons.- A perfort 
Who has the privilege of working at any incorporated 
trade, is faid to be a freeman of that trade. Others werfe 
Ucctftti as Brethren, 1 and admitted to a kind of hooora?- 
fy freedom, is is the daft* ih many other trades and im 
COrpOratiohs, Without having (as far as We tan iearit fot 
Certain) a legal title to Cara a livelihood by the exCreift 
Of it ' 1 • 1 

’ X » 

•’ The Lodges being in this manner frequented by peri 
fons of Various profeffions, and ih various ranks Of ctvfl 
•fbciety, it cannot be fuppofed that the employment ih 
-thofe meetings related entirely to the Offertfible prcfef- 
•fion of Mafonry. Wfe have no authehtic information 
by which the public can form iany- opinion about it. ft 
•was hot tiH fome years after this period that die Lodges 
'made open profeffion Of the cultivation of general beni- 
volenee, and that the grand aim of the Fraternity Was tb 
enforce the exercife of all the fo<;ial virtues. It is ndt 
unlikely that thii was in after thought. The politic# 
purpofes of the aflociation being once obtained, the 
conversion and occupations of the members muft take 
- fome particular turn,’ in order to be generally accepta- 
• ble. The eftabli foment of a fund for the relief of un- 
fortunate Brethren did not take place till the very end of 
L laft century ^ and we may prefume that it was brought 
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about by the warm recommendations of fame benevo* 
tent members, who would naturally enforce it by ad* 
dreffcs to their affembled Brethren. This is the pro* 
bable origin of thofe philanthropic difcourfes whichf 
were delivered in the Lodges by one of the Brethren ai 
an official talk. Brotherly love was- the general topic*' 
and this, with great propriety, when we consider the oh* 
jeft aimed at in thofe addreffes. Nor was this objeffc 
altogether a novelty. For while the manners of Ibciety 
were yet but rude, Brother Mafons, who were frequent* 
ly led by their employment far from homeand front 
tkierr friends, flood in need of fuch helps, and might bd 
gready benefited by fuch an inflitution, which gave them 
introduftion and dtizenlhip wherever they went, and at 
right to lhare in the charitable contributions of Brethren 
who were ftrangers to them. Other incorporated trades 
had limiter provifions for their poor. But their poo# 
•were townfmen and neighbours, welL known to them. 
There was more perfuafion neceffary in this Fraternity, 
where (he objects of our immediate beneficence were 
not- of our acquaintance. But when the Lodges cone 
filled of many who were not Mafons, and who had no 
particular claim to good offices from a ftranger, and 
their number might be great, it is evident that llronger 
•perfuafions were now neceffary, and that every topic of 
philanthropy mull now be employed.- When the funds 
became confiderable, the effeffs naturally' took the 
•public eye, and recommended the Society to notice and 
TefJ>e&. And now the Brethren were induced to dwell 
on the lame topic, to join' in the commendations be- 
flowed- on- the Society, and to lay that univerlhl- bene- 
ficence was the great aim of the Order. And this- is ad 
that could be faid in public, without infringing the- obli- 
gation to fecTeey. The -inquifitiv* are- always prying 
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and teazing, 'and this is the only point on which a Bro- 
ther is at liberty to fpeak. He will therefore do it with 
affe&ionate zeal, till perhaps he has heated his own fan- 
$y a little, and overlooks the inconliftency of this uni- 
yerfal beneficence, and philanthropy with the exclufive 
and monopolizing fpirit of an Alfociation, which not 
only confines its benevolence to its own Members (like 
-any other charitable alfociation) but hoards up in its bo- 
fom ineftimable fecrets, whofe natural tendency, they 
Jay, is to form the -heart to this generous and kind con- 
duct, and infpire us with love to all mankind. The 
profane world cannot fee the beneficence of concealing 
from public view a principle or a motive which fo pow- 
erfully induces a Mafon to be good and kind. The 
Brother fays that publicity would rob it of its force, 
and we muft take him at his word ; and our curiolity is 
fo much .the more excited to learn what are the fecrets 
which have fo Angular a quality. 

. Thus did the Fraternity condufl themfelves, and thus 
were they xoafidered by the public, when it was carried 
over from England to the .continent ; and here, it is to 
be particularly, remarked, that all our Brethren abroad 
profefs to have received the My fiery of Free Mafonry 
from Britain. This is finely a puzzle in the hiftory ; 
and we mull leave .it . to others to .reconcile this with the 
repeated- affertions in Anderfon’s book of Confiitutions, 
“ That, the Fraternity exifiedall over the world,” and 
the n umber lefs examples which he adduces of its exer- 
jtions in other countries ; nay, with his repeated afler- 
lions, “ that it frequently was near perilhing in Britain, 
and that our Princes were obliged to fend to France and 
.other countries, for leading men, to reftore it to its for- 
mer energy among us.” We lhall find by and by that 
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this is not a point of mere hiftoricaf curiolky,' but that 
much hinges on it. 

. , i 

In the mean time, let us juft remember, that the 
plain tale of Brotherly love had .beert polifhed up to 
proteftations of univerfal benevolence, and had taken 
place of loyalty and attachment to the unfortunate Fa- 
mily of Stuart, which was now totally forgotten in the 
Englifh Lodges. The Revolution had taken place, and. 
King James, with many of his moft zealous adherents^ 
had taken refuge in France. 

f 

But they took Free Mafonry with them to the contii 
nent, where it was immediately received by the French^ 
and was cultivated with great zeal in a manner fuited to 
the tafte and habits of that highly polifhed people. The 
Lodges in France naturally became the rendezvous of 
the adherents to their banifhed King, and the means of 
carrying on a correfpondence with their friends in En- 
gland. At this time alfo the Jefuits took a more aftive 
hand in Free Mafonry than ever. They infinuated 
themfelves into the Engliih Lodges, ‘where- they were 
carefled by the Catholics, who panted after the re-efta- 
blifhment of their faith, and tolerated by the Proteftant 
royalifts, who thought no conceflion too great a com-' 
penfatton for their fervices. At this time changes were 
made in fome of the mafonic fymbols, particularly in’ 
the tracing of the Lodge, which bear evident marks of 
Jefuitical interference. : 

It was in the Lodges held at St. Germain’s that the 
degree of Chevalier Macon Eccffois was added to the 
three symbolical degrees of Englifh Mafonry. The 
conftitution,. arimported,- appeared too coarfe for the 
refined tafte of our neighbours, and they muft make 
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^lafonry more like the occupation of a gentleman* 
Therefore, the Englilh degrees of Apprentice, Felloe- 
craft, and Mailer, were called fymbolical, and the whole 
Fraternity was confidered either as typical of fomething 
piorc elegant, or as a preparation for it. The degrees 
afterwards fuperadded to this leave us in doubt which of 
.thefe views the French entertained of our Mafonry. But 
at all events, this rank of Scotch Knight was called the 
jirjl degree of the Matron Par/ait.' There is a-device 
belonging to this Lodge which deferves notice. A lion, 
wounded by an arrow, and efcaped from the Hake to 
which he had been bound, with the broken rope ftill 
about his neck, is represented lying at the mouth of a 
cave, and occupied with mathematical inftruments which 
are lying near him. A broken crown lies at the foot of 
the Hake. There can be little doubt but that this em* 
blem alludes to the dethronement, the captivity, the 
efcape, and the afyluro of James II. and his hopes of re- 
eftablifhment by the help of the loyal Brethren. This 
emblem is worn as the gorget of the Scotch Knight. It 
is not very certain, however when this degree was added, 
whether immediately after King James’s Abdication, or 
about the time of the attempt to let his fon on the Britifh 
Throne, But it is certain, that in 1716, this and ftill 
higher degrees of Mafonry were much in vogue in the 
Court of France. The refining genius of the French, 
and their love of fhow, made the humble denominations 
of the Englifh Brethren difgufting ; and their palfion for 
military rank, the only character that connAted them 
with the Court of an abfolute monarch, made them adapt 
Free Mafonry to the fame Scale of public eftimation, 
and invent ranks of Masons Chevaliers ornamented with 
titles, and ribbands, and liars. Thefe were highly re-, 
lilhed by that vain people ; and the price of reception, 
which was very high, became a rich fund, that was gene- 
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roufly applied to relieve- the wants of the bafiifhed Britifli 
Itnd Irilh adherents of the unfortunate Family who had 
taken refuge among them. Three new degrees of Novice * 
£leve, and Chevalier , were foon added, and the Part- 
Jail Matron had now feveh receptions to go through, for 
each of which a handfome contribution was made. Afv 
tcrwards, when the firlt beneficent purpofc of this com 
tributton ceafed to exift, the finerV that now "littered ia 
all the Lodges made a (till more craving demand for rev 
■ception-money, and ingenuity was fet to work to invent 
new baits for the Parfait Macon. More degrees of chi* 
valry were added, interfperfed with degrees of Philo- 
fophe , Pellerin, Clairvoyant , See. &c. till tome Pari» 
iian Lodges had forty-five ranks of Mafonry, having fif* 
teen orders of chivalry. For a Knighthood, with a 
Ribband and a Star, was a bonne louche , given at every 
third ftep. Far a long while thefe degrees of chivalry 
proceeded on fome faint analogies with fevcral orders 
of chivalry which had been ere£led in Europe. All of 
thefe bad fome reference to fome myftical dofltrines of 
the Chriftian Church, and- were, in fa£t, contrivance* 
of the Church of Rome for fecuring and extending her 
influence on the laymen of rank and fortune, whpm fhe 
retained in her fervice by thefe play-things. The 
Knights Templars of Jerufalcm, and the Knights of the 
Defert, whofe office it was to protect pilgrims, and to 
defend the holy city, afforded very apt models for Ma» 
fonic mimicry, becaufe the Temple of Solomon, and 
the Holy Sepulchre, always, (hared the fame fate. Ma* 
ny contended dotirines of the theologians had alfo their 
Chevaliers to defend them. 

. * 
In all this progreflive mummery we fee much of the 
band of the jefuits, and it would feem that it was encou-. 
raged by the church. But a thing happened which 
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might ealily have been forefeen. The Lodges had be- 
come familiar with this kind of invention ; the profefled- 
objeft of many real Orders of Knighthood was ofteir 
very whimfical, or very refined and far-fetched, and it 
required all the finefle of the clergy to give rt feme flight 
conneftion with religion or morality. The Mafons, 
protefled by their fecrecy, ventured to go farther. The 
declamations in the Lodges by the Brother orator, mud 
naturally refemble the compofitiong of the ancient fo- 
phiits, and confifl of wire-drawn diflertations on the fa- 
cial duties, where every thing is amplified and drained to 
hyperbole, in their far-fetched and fanciful explanations 
of the fymbols of Mafonry. Thus accuftomcd to alle- 
gory, to fiction, to finefle,- and to a fort of innocent hy- 
pocrify, by which they cajoled themfclves into a notion 
that this child’s-play had at bottom a ferious and impor- 
tant meaning, the zealous champions of Free Mafonry 
found no inclination to check this inventive fpirit or 
circumfcribe its flights. Under the proteflion of Ma- 
fonic fecrecy, they planned fchemes of a different kind, 
and inftcad of more Orders of Chivalry dire fled againft 
the enemies of their faith, they formed aflociations in 
oppofition to the ridiculous and oppreflive ceremonies 
and fuperftitions of the church. • There can be no doubt, 
that in thofe hidden aflemblies, a free communication of 
fentiment was highly relifhed and much indulged. It 
was foon fufpefted that fuch ufe was made of the covert 
of a Mafon Lodge ; and the church dreaded the conle- 
quences, and endeavored to fupprefs the Lodges. But 
in vain. . And when it was found, that even auricular 
• confeflion, and the fpiritual threatnings of the church, 
could not make the Brethren break their oath of fecre- 
cy ; a full confidence in their fecurity made thefe free- 
thinking Brethren bring forward, with all the eagernef* 
of a miflionary, fuch fentiments as they were afraid to 
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hazard in ordinary fociety. This was long fufpe&ed ; 
but the rigours of the church only ferved to knit the 
Brethren more firmly together, and provoked them to a 
more eager exercife of their bold criticifms. The Lod- 
ges became fchools of fcepticifm and infidelity, and the 
fpirit of converfion or profelytifm grew every day ftron- 
ger. Cardinal Dubois had before this time laboured 
with all his might to corrupt the minds of the courtiers, 
by patronifing, dire&ly and indireftly, all fceptics who 
were otherwife men of talents. He gave the young 
courtiers to underftand, that if he fhould obtain the 
reins of government, they fhould be entirely freed from 
the bigotry of Louis XIV. and the oppreffion of the 
church, and fhould have the free indulgence of their in- 
clinations. His own plans were difappointed by his 
death ; but the Regent Orleans was equally indulgent, 
and in a few years there was hardly a man in France who 
pretended to knowledge and refle&ion, who did not 
laugh at all religion. Amidft the almoftinfinite number 
cf publications from the French preffes, there is hardly 
a dozen to be found whofe author attempts to vindicate 
religion from the charges of univerfal fuperftition and 
falfehood. And it mult be acknowledged that little elfe 
was to be feen in the eftablifhed religion of - the kingdom. 
•The people found nothing in Chriflianity but a never- 
ceafing round of infignificant and troublefome ceremo- 
nies, which confumed their time, and furnifhed a fund 
for fupporting a fet of lordly and opprefiive dignitaries, 
who declared in the plained manner their own difbelief 
of their religion, by their total difregard of common dfc, 
cency, by their continual refidence at court, and by ab- 
folute neglect, and even the mod haughty and oppref- 
.five treatment, of the only part of their order that took 
any concern about the religious fentiments of the nation, 
namely, the Cures or parifh-priefts. The monks ap- 
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peared only as lazy drones ; blit the parifli-prieffs in-’ 
ftru6led the people, vifrted the lick; reconciled the of- 
fender and the offended, and ' were the great mediators 
between the landlords ' and their vaffals, an 'office which* 
endeared them more to the people than all the other cir- 
cumftances of their prOfelTion. And it is remarkable, 1 
that in all the licentious writings and bitter fatyrickl tales' 
cf the philofophic freethinkers, futh as Voltaire, who 
never fails to have a taunting hit at the clergy, the Cur# 
is generally an amiable perfon'age, a charitable rtian, a' 
friend to the poor and unfortunate, a peace-maker, am) 
a man of piety and worth. Yet thefe men Were kept ini 
a ffate of the mod flavifh and crnel fubjedion by the 
higher orders of the clergy’, and all hopes of advance-* 
ment cut off. Rarely, hardly ever; does it happen,’ 
that a Cure becomes a Bifhop. The Abbes ftep into 
fcvery line of preferment. When fuch procedure is ob-> 
Ferved by a whole nation, what opinion can be formed 
but that the whole is a vile cheat P 'This however was 
the cafe in France, and therefore infidelity was almoft 
univerfal. Nor was this overftrained freedom Or licen- 
tioufnefs confined to religious opinions. It was perhaps 
more naturally direded to the reftraints arifing from civil 
fubordination. The familiar name of Brother could not 
but tickle the fancy of thofe of inferior rank, when they 
found themfelves fet cheek by jowl with perfons whoiri 
they cannot approach out of doors but with cautious rd- 
fped ; and while thefe men of rank have their pride lul- 
led a little, and perhaps their hearts a little foftened by 
the dang of fentimental declamation on the topic of Bro!- 
therly love and Utopian felicity, the others begin to 
fancy the happy daysarrived, and the light of' philan- 
thropy beaming from the eaft and illuminating the 
Lodge. The Garret Pamphleteer enjoys his fancied au- 
thority as Senior Warden, and conduds with affeftion- 
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ate foletnnity the young nobleman, who pants for the 
honor of Mafterlhip, and he praifes the truRy Brother 
who has guarded him in his perilous joumies round the 
room. What topic of declamation can be more agree- 
able than the equality of the worthy Brethren P and how 
naturally will the Brother Orator, in fupport of this faw 
vorite topi$, Aide into all the common-place pictures of 
human fociety, freed from all the anxieties' attending 
civil diftinftion, and palling their days in happy limpli- 
scity: and equality. ' From this ftate of the fancy, it is 
hardly a Rep to defcant on the propriety, the expedien- 
cy, and at lafl, the juflice of this arrangement of civil 
fociety ; and in doing this, one cannot avoid taking no?, 
ticeof the great obRru&ions to human felicity which we 
fee in. every quarter, proceeding from the abufes of thofe 
diftinQions of rank and fortune which have arifen in the 
. world : and as the mifchiefs and horrors of fuperftitiori 
are topics of continual declamation to thofe who wifli to 
.throw off the rcftraints of religion ; fo the oppreffion of 
the rulers of this world, and the fufferings. of talents and 
worth in inferior Rations, will be no lefs greedily liRen- 
. ed to by all whofe notions of morality are not very pure, 
and who would be glad to have the enjoyments of. the 

• wealthy^ without the trouble of labouring for them. 

• Free Mafonry may be affirmed to have a natural ten- 
dency to , foRer fuch levelling wiffies j and.We cannot 
doubt but that great liberties are taken with thofe fub- 

. je&s in’ the Lodges, efpecially in countries where the 
. diftintlions of rank and fortune are Rrongly expreffed 
. and noticed. . ; 

But it is not a matter of mere probability that the Ma- 
fon Lodges werethe feminaries of thefe libertine InRruc- 
tions. We have diftin£t proof of it, even in fome of the 
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Trench degrees. . In the degree called the Chevalier- it 
Soldi , the whole inftruQion is aimed againft the efta» 
.blilhed religion of the kingdom. Theprofeffed obje& 
is the emancipation from error, and the difcovecy of 
truth. The infeription in the eaft is Sagejfe, that in the 
north is, Liberie, that in the fouth is Femete r and in the 
•weft it is, Caution ; terms which- are very figniftcanu 
The Tres. Venerable is Adam ; the Senior Warden ij 
Truth, and all the Brethren are Children: of Trutl^ 
TJie prpeefs of reception is. very well contrived : the 
whole ritual is decent and circumfped, >and nothing oct- 
curs which can alarm the moft timid. ; Brother Truth 
is alked, What is the hour ? He informs Father Adam* 
that among men it is the hour of darknefs, but that it is 
mid-day in the Lodge. The candidate is a(ked, Whjr 
be has knocked at the door, and what is become of the 
.eight companions (he is one of the Elus)? Ho fays, 
that the world is in darknefs, and his. companions and he 
•have loft each other j that Hefptrui, the ftar of Europe, 
is obfeured by clouds of, inceftfe, offered up by fuperfti- 
tion to defpots, who have ,n\ade themfelves gods, .and 
have retired into the inmoft recefi'esof their palaces, that 
they may not be recognifed to be men, while their priefts 
are deceiving the people, and c aiding them to worfoip 
thefe divinities. This and many funilar. fentiments are 
evident allufions to, the pernicious doflrine of the book 
called j O rigine du DeJpotifme Oriental, where the religion 
of all countries is conftdered as a mere engine of Rate; 
where it is declared that reafqn is the. only, light .which 
nature has given to man ; and that our anxiety about 
futurity has made us imagine endlefs torments in a future 
world ; and thai princes, taking advantage of our weaJt- 
nefs, have taken the management of our hopes and fears, 
japd direQed them fo as to fuit their. ownpurpofe*; 
emancipation from the fear of death is declared the 
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greateft t>f all delivferahce^ ; qneftions are put to the 
candidate, tending to difcover whether and how far he 
may be trufted, and what lacrifices be is willing to make 
in fearch after truth. 

■ This fhape given to the plaftic myfteries of Mafonry 
was much relilhed, and in a very (hort time this new 
path was completely explored, and a new feries of de- 
greeswas added to the lift* viz. the Jfoviee 9 and the Eli 
jU la Veriie , and the Sublime Philofophe. In the pro* 
grefs through thefe degrees, the Brethren muft forget 
that they have formerly been Chevaliers ie I'Vrientf 
Chevaliers <k l' Aigle, when the fyrtibols were all ex* 
plained as typical of the life and immortality brought to 
light by the gofpel. Indeed they are taught to clafs this 
among the other clouds which have been difpellcd by 
the fun of reafon. Even in the Chevalerie de l’ Aigle 
there is a two-fold explanation given of the fymbols, by 
which a lively imagination may conceive the whole hil* 
tory and peculiar do&rines of the New Teftament, as 
being typical of the final triumph of reafon and philofo- 
phy over error. And perhaps this degree is the Very 
firft ftep in the plan of Illumination. 

* We are not to fuppofe that this was carried to extre- 
mity at ouce. But it is certain, that before 1743 it had 
become ttniverfal, and that the Lodges of Free Mafons 
bad become the places for making prpfelytes to every 
flrange and obnoxious do&rine. Theurgy , Cofmogony * 
Cabala , and many whimfical and myltical doClrines 
■which have been grafted on the diftingui filing tenets and 
the pure morality of the Jews and’ Ctvriltians, were fub 
jecls of frequent difeuffion in the Lodges. The celebra 
led Chevalier Ramfay was a zealous apoflle in this miP 
bon. Affectionately attached to the family of Stuart, 
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*nd to his native country, 1 he had co-operated heartily 
■with thofe who endeavoured to employ Mafonry in the 
fervice of the Pretender, and, availing himfelf of the 
pre-eminence given (at firfl perhaps as a courtly com* 
pliment) to Scotch Mafonry, he laboured to fhew that 
it exifted, and indeed arofe, during the Crufades, and 
that there really was either an order of chivalry whofe 
bufinefs it was to rebuild the Chriftian churches deftroy- 
ed by the Saracens ; or that a fraternity of Scotch Ma- 
fons were thus employed in the eaft, under the protec- 
tion of the Knights of St. John of Jerufalem. He found 
fome fails' which were thought fufficient grounds for 
fuch an opinion, fuch as the building of the college of 
thefe Knights in London, called the Temple, which was 
actually done by the public Fraternity of Mafons who 
had been in the holy wars. It is chiefly to him that we 
are indebted for that rage for Mafonic chivalry which 
diftinguifhes the French Free Mafonry. Ramfay’s lin- 
gular religious opinions are well known, and his no left 
lingular enthufiafm. His eminent learning, his elegant 
talents,' his amiable character, and particularly his efti- 
mation at court, gave great influence to every thing he 
faid on a fubjeft which was merely a matterof fafliion 
and amufement. Whoever has attended much to hu- 
man affairs, knows (he eagernefs with which men propa- 
gate all Angular opinions, and the delight which attends 
their favorable recfept ion. None are more zealous than 
the apoftles of infidelity and atheifm. It is in human 
nature to catch with greedinefs any opportunity of doing 
what lies under general reftraint. And if our apprehen- 
fions are not completely quieted, in a cafe where otrf 
wifhes lead us ftrongly to fome favorite but hazardous 
objeQ, we are confcious'of a kind of fdf-buHying. 
This naturally gets into our difeourfe, and in our eager- 
nefs to get the encouragement of joint adventurers, we : 
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Enforce our tenets-with- an energy, and even a violence* 
that is very inconfillent with the fubjefct in hand. If I, 
am an Atheift, and my neighbour a Theift, there is furely 
nothing that (hould make me violent in-my endeavors to 
rid him of his error. Yet how violent were the people 
of this party in France. * • 

* • > '• ..... 

Thefe fafts and obfervations fully account . for the 
zeal with which all- this patch-work addition to the fim-.. 
pie Free Mafonry of England was profecuted in France.' 
It furprifes us, Britons, who areaccuftomcd to confi- 
der the whole as a matter of amufement for young men* 
"who axe glad of any pretext for indulging in convivia* 
lity. We generally confider a man advanced in life with 
lefs refpeft, if he (hows any ferious attachment to fucK 
things. Butin France, the civil and religious rellraintt 
on converfation made thefe fecret affemhlies very pre- 
cious ; and they were much frequented by men of fet- 
ters, who there found an opportunity of exprefling in 
-fafety their diffatisfa&jon with thole reltraints, and with 
that inferiority of rank and condition to which they were 
fobjetted, and which appeared to themfelves fo inade- 
quate to their own talents and merits. •' The Avocats de 
Par lenient , the unbeneficed Abbes, the young men of 
no fortune, and the foi-difant philofophers, formed a 
numerous band, frequented the Lodges, and there diL 
cuffed every topic of religion and politics. Specimens 
of this occupation appeared from time to time in Collec- 
tions of Difcourfes delivered by the Frere Orateur. I 
once had in my poflefiion two volumes of thefe difcour- 
fes, which I now regret that I left in a Lodge on the 
continent, when my rclifh for Free Mafonry hadforlk- 
ken me. One of thefe is adifeourfe by Brother Robi- 
net v delivered in th a Logs des Chevaliers Bicnfaifa-ts de 
ia SairJe Cits at Lyons, at a vi fixation by the Grand 
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Matter the Due de Chartres , afterwards Orleans and E+ 
galite. In this difeourfe-we have the germ and fubftance* 
of his noted work, the Syjleme de la Nature , ou /' Homme, 
moral et phyjique. In another difcourlc, delivered by 
brother Condorcet in the JLoge des P-hilalethes at Straf? 
bourg, we have the outlines of his pofthumous work, 
Le Progres de I'Ejprit humain ; and in another, deli- 
vered by Mirabeau in die Loge des Chevaliers Bienfai- 
Jants at Paris, we have a great deal of the levelling prin- 
ciples, and cofmopolitifm,* which he thundered fronv 
the tribunes of the National Aflembly. But the moft 
remarkable performances of this kind are, the Archives, 
M)jUco-Hermctiques, and the Des Erreurs , et de la Verite v 
The firft is confidered as an account hittorical and dog-> 
matical, of the procedure and fyftem of the Loge des 
Chevaliers Bien/aifants at Lyons. Thjs was the moft 
zealous and fyftematical of all the cofmopolitical Lod- 
ges in France. It worked long under the patronage of 
its Grand Matter the Due de Chartres , afterwards Or* 
leans , and at laft Ph. Egalite. It fent out many affili- 
ated Lodges, which were erected in various parts of thq 
French dominions. The daughter Lodges .at Paris* 
Straffiourg, Lille, Thouloufe, took the. additional titl® 
vf Philalethes. There arofe fome fchifms, .as may be 
expeQed, in an Affociation where every man is encou- 
raged to broach and to propagate any the moft fmgulav 
opinion. Thele fchifms were continued with fome heat, 
but were in a great mcafure repaired in Lodges which 
took the name of Amis reunis de la Verite. One of this 
denomination at Paris became very eminent. Tlie mother 
Lodge at Lyons extended its correfpondencc into Ger*. 
many, and other foreign countries, and fent conftitutions 

* Citizenfliip of the World, from the Greek words Cofmott 

world, and I' oils, a cit-, 
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e»r fyfterfts, by which the Lodges conduced their ope*- 
rations. 

I have not been able to trace the fteps by which thi^ 
Lodge acquired fuch an afcendency ; but Ifee, that irt 
1769 and 1770, all the refined or philofophical Lodges 
in Alface and Lorraine united, and in a convention at 
Lyons, formally put themfelves under the patronage oF 
■this Lodge, cultivated a continual cdrtefpondence, and 
xonfidered- themfelves as profeffing one Mafonic Faith, 
•fufficiently diftinguifhable from that of other Lodges. 
What this was we do not very diflinfitly know. We 
can only infer it from fome hiftorical circumftances. 
.One of its favorite daughters, the Lodge Theodor von 
■der guten Rath , at Munich, became fo retnarkable foir 
difeourfes dangerous to church and date} that the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria, after repeated admonitions during a 
«o ur/e of five or fix years, was obliged to fupprefs it in 
1786. Another of its fuffragan Lodges at Regfenlburgh 
.became exceedingly obnoxious to the ftate, and occafi- 
oned feveral commotions and infurreQions. Another, 
at Paris, gradually refined into the Jacobin club— And 
■in the year 1791, the Lodges in Alface and Lorraine; 
•with thofe of Spire and Worms, invited Cuftine into 
Germany, and delivered Merltz into his hands. 

When we refleft on thefe hiftorical faQs, we get fome 
■key to the better underftanding of the two performances 
which I mentioned as deferiptive of the opinions and 
'occupations of this left of Free Mafons. The Ar- 
chives Myjlico-Hermetiques exhibit a very ftrange mix- 
ture of- Myfticifm, Theofophy, Cabaliftic whim, real 
; Science, Fanaticifm, and Freethinking, both in religion 
•and politics. They mlift not be confidered as an account 
an y- fettled fyftem, but rather as annals of the pro- 
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ceedingy of the Lqdge, ' atid abltraft? of the ftidngr 
doctrines which made their fucceflive appearance • i» 
■the Lodge. - But if an intelligent and cautious reader 
examine them attentively, he will fee, that the book is 
the work of one. hand, and that all the wonders and 
oddities are caricatured, fa as to engrofs the general 
attention, while, they alfo are twilled a little, fo that in 
•one way or another they accord with a general fpirit dff 
licentioufhefs in morals, religion, and politics. Al- 
though every thing, is expreffed decently, and with fomr 
caution, and moderation, atbeifm, materialifro, and dif- 
<contcnt with civil fubordiryujon, pervade the, whole, ft 
is. a. work of great art. By keeping the ridicule and the 
danger of fuperftition and ignorance continually in viev\ 
jthe tpind is captivated by the relief which free enquiry arid 
communication of fentiinent feems to fecure, and we arc 
jput off our guard againll the riik of delufion, to which 
we are expofed when- our judgment is warped by our 
paffions. . , 

. The other book, “ Des Erreurs et de la Verite," came 
from tbe fame fchool, and is a fort of holy feripture, or 
at lead a Talmud am^og the Frce/Mafoijs of Franoc 
'It is intended only for the initiated, and is indeed a mys- 
tery to. any other reader. But as it was. intended fjjr 
fpieading the favorite opinions of fome enthufiaftic 
Brethren, every thing is laid that c\oes not dire£tlj( betray 
the fecrets of the Order. It contains a fyltem of The- 
ofophy that has often appeared in the writings of philo- 
fophers, both in ancient and modem times. “ All the 
intelligence and moral fentiment that appears in the uni- 
verfe, either direflly, as in the minds of men, or inditeft,- 
ly, as an inference from the marks of deiign. that we fee. 
around us, fome of which ihow us that men have 
and many more that fome other intelligence has a&ed, 
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$re confidpred as parts of portions of a geflcral nrafs of 
intelligence which cxifts in the uniyerfe, in the lame 
manner as matter exifts in it. This intelligence has an 
Mjfcru table connection with the material part of the uni* 
Verfe, perhaps refembling the connexion, equally un* 
fearchable, that fubfifts between the mind and body of 
man > and it may be conhderedas the Soul of the World* 
It is this fobftance, the natural objeQ. of wonder and ref* 
peQ, that men have called Cody and have made the ob* 
jeft <?f religious worfbip. In doing fo they have fallen 
into grofs miftakes, and have created for themfelvei 
Bumherlefs unfounded hopes and fears, which have bees 
ihe fource of fuperftition and fanaticifm, the mod de* 
Uruftive plagues that have ever afflifted the human race. 
The Soul of Man is feparated from the general mads of 
intelligence by fopie of the operations of nature, which 
.we foall never underftand y juft as water is raHed from 
the ground by evaporation, or taken up by the root of 
M plant. And as the water, after an unfearchabie train 
.pf changes, in which it fometimes makes part of a 
.flower, .fometimes part of an .animal* &C. is at laft 
■reunited,, in jts Original form, . to the great mafs of wa- 
ters, ready tp run over die fame circle again ; fo the 
.Soul of Man, after, performing its office, and exhibit- 
ing all that train of intellectual phenomena that we call 
diumam life, is at Jaft fy allowed up in the great ocean of 
jfoteDigence.” The author then breaks put > 

u Felix qui potuit rerum cqgnofcere caufas* 

' Atque mctns omnes et inexorabile fatum 

Silbjecit pcdibus, ftrepitumque Acherontis ararl.^ 

For he has now got to his afylum. This deity of hi* 
. may be the objeCl of wonder, like every thing great and 
incomprehenfible, J>pt not of worihip, as thp morfl 

... . . • - F 
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"Governor of the univerfe. The hopes are at an emfy 
which reft on our notions of the immortality and indivw 
duality of the human foul, and on the encouragement 
which religion holds forth to believe, that improvement 
of the mind in the courfe of this life, by the exercife of 
"wifdom and of virtuous difpofitions, is but the beginning 
6f an endlefs progrefs in all that can give delight to the 
rational and well-difpofed mind. No relation now fub- 
lifts between man and Deity that can Warm the hearu 
But, as this is contrary to fome natural propensity in the 
human mind, which in all ages and nations has panted 
after fome conneftion with Deity, • the author ftrives to 
avail hitnfelfof fome cold principles of fymmetry in the 
works of nature, fome ill-fupported notions of propri- 
ety, and other fuch considerations, to make this aiiima 
mundi an object of love and refpeft. This is done in 
greater detail in another work, Tableau des rapports eh- 
ire i' Homme, Dieu , et I'Univers, which is undoubtedly 
by the fame hand. But the intelligent reader will rea- 
dily fee, that fuch incongruous things cannot be recon- 
ciled, and that we can expe£t nothing here but fophiftry. 
The author proceeds* in the next place, to confider 
man as' related to man, and to' trace out the path to hap- 
-pinefs in this life. Here we have the fame overftrained 
inorality as in the other work, the fame univerfal bene- 
volence, the fame lamentations o-ver the miferable ftate 
of mankind, refulting from the oppreflion of the power- 
ful, the great ones of the earth, who have combined 
againft the happinefs of mankind, and have fucceeded, 
by debating their minds, fo that they have become wil- 
ling flaves. This could not have been brought about 
without the aflfiftarice of fupefftition. But the princes 
•of this world enlifted into their fervice the priefts, who 
exerted -themfelves in darkening the. underftandings of 
men } and filled their minds with religious terrors. The 
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altar became the chief pillar of the throne; and men 
were held in complete fubje&ion. Nothing can recover 
them from this abjeft (late but knowledge* While this 
difpels their fears, it will alfo fhow them their rights, 
and the way to attain them. \ 

It deferves particularly to be remarked, that this fyf. 
tem of opinions (if fuch aninconfiftent mafs of aflertiona 
can be called a fyftem) bears a great refemblance to a 
performance of Toland’s, publifhed in 1720, called 
■Panthcijlicon,, ftu Celebratio Sodalitii Socratici. It i$ 
an account of the principles of a ^Fraternity which he 
calls Socraiica, and the Brothers Pantheifla;. They are 
fuppofed to hold a Lodge, and the author gives a ritual 
of the procedure in this Lodge the ceremonies of open- 
ing and fhutting of the Lodge, the admiffion of Mem- 
bers into its different degrees, &c. Real'on is the Sun 
that illuminates the whole, and Liberty and Equality 
are the obje&s of their occupations. . 


- Wefhall fee afterwards that this book was fondly pufh- 
ed into Germany, tranflated, commented, andmifre- 
prefented, fo as to take off the attention from the real 
Jpirit of the book, which is intentionally wrapped up in 
cabala and enigma* Mirabeau was at much , pains to 
procure: it notice ; and it mull - therefore be confidered 
as a treafure of the cofmo-political opinions of the Affo- 
ciation of Chevaliers Bienfaifantsj Philalethes , and Amis 
■ Reunis , who were called th c improved Lodges, work- 
ing under the D. de Chartres—- of thefe there, were 266 
.in 1784. This will be found a very important remark. 
;Let it alfo be -recolle&ed ^afterwards, that this Lodge of 
.Lyons lent a deputy to a grand Convention in Germa.- 
my in 1.772, viz. Mr. W lilermooz, and that the bufincfa 
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was thought of fuch importance, that he remained thertf 

two years. /r 

♦ . 

< The book Des Err eurs elde la Verite , muft therefor 
be conlidered as a claffical book of thefe opinions* W *•- 
know that it originated in the Loge des Chev. Bienfaifanls 
at Lyons. We know that' this Lodge flood as it were 
at the head of French Free Mafonry, and that the fiftii 
tious Order of Mafonic Knights Templars Was formed 
in this Lodge', and was confidered is the model of all 
the reft of this mimic chivalry. They proceeded fo for 
in this mummery, as even to have the clerical tonfurei 
The Duke of Orleans, his fon, the Eleftor of Bavarian 
and fome other German Princes, did not fcttiple at thii 
mummery in their own perfons. In all the Lodges of 
reception, the Brother Orator never failed to declaim 
bn the topics of fu perdition, blind to the exhibition hd 
Was then making* or indifferent as to the vile hypbcrify 
of it. We have, in the lifts of Orators and Office* 
bearers, many names of perfons, who have had an op- 
portunity at laft of proclaiming their fentiments in pub- 
lic. The Abbe Sieyes was of the Lodge of Phflalethei 
it Paris* and alfo at Lyons. Lequinio, author of th£ 
taiOft profligate book that ever difgracedi a prefs, the 
Prejuges vaincus far la Rat fon, was warden in the 
Lodge Compare Sociale. Defpremenil, Bailly, Fau- 
chet, Maury, Mounier, were of the fame fyftem, though 
in different Lodges. They were called Martinifts, from 
a St. Martin, who formed a fchifm in the fyftem of the 
Chevaliers Bienfaifants , of which "we have not any very 
precife account. Mercier gives fome account of it is 
his Tableau dc Paris , and in his Annie 1888. The 
breach alarmed the Brethren, and occaiioncd great heats. 
But it was healed, and the Fraternity took the name of 
Mfa du ReniSf which is an anagram of des Amis Reunis . 
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'The Bifhop of AutUn, the wan fo bepraifed as the be* 
nevolent Citizen of the World, the friend of mankind 
and of good order, was Senior W arden of another Lodge 
at Paris, eftablifhed in 1786 (I think chiefly by Or- 
leans and himfelf) which afterwards became the Jacobin 
Club, In Hunt, we miy affert with confidence, that 
the Maibn Lodges in France were the hot-beds, whero 
the feeds were foon, and tenderly reared, of all the per* 
aicious doctrines which foon after choaked every moral 
or religious cultivation, and have made the Society 
worfe than a wafle, have made it a noifome marfh ot" hu- 
man corruption, filled with every . rahk and poilbnous 
weed. 


• Thefe Lodg« Were frequented by perfons of all 
tanks, hfid Of every profefiion. The idle and the frivol 
Ions found atnufement, and glittering things to tickle 
their fetiated fancies. There they became die dupes of 
the declamations of the crafty and licentious Abbes, and 
writers of every denomination. Mutual encouragement 
in the indulgence of hazardous thoughts and Opinions 
Which flatter our wifhes or propenfities is a lure which 
few minds can refill. I believe that moft men have felt 
this in fome period of their lives. I can find no other 
•way of accounting for the company that I have fome*- 
times feen in a Mafori Lodge* The Lodge ie la- Part- 
faitc Intelligtttcic at Liege, contained, ih December 177O, 
4 he Prince Bifhop, and the greateft part of his Chapter, 
tmd all the Office-bearers were dignitaries of the church ; 
yet a difcourfe given by the Brother Orator was as poig- 
nant a fatire on fuperftition and credulity, as- if it had 
•been written by Voltaire. It Was under the aufpices of 
this Lodge • that die collection of dilcouries, which I 
mentioned above, was pubtifhed, and there is no fault 
iounti with Brother Robinct, nor Brother Condorcer-. 
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Indeed the Trefonciers of Liege were proverbial eves 
in Brabant, for their Epicurifm in the moft extenlivq 
fenfe of the word. 

That was corruption fpread over the kingdom under 
the mafk of moral inftruftion. For tbefedifcourfcs were 
full of the moft refined and ftrained morality, .-and florid 
paintings of Utopian felicity, in a ftate where all sura 
Brothers and citizens of the world. But alas ! thefe 
wire -drawn principles feem to have had little influence 
on the hearts, even of thofe who could beft difplay. their 
beauties. Read the tragedies of Voltaire, and fome of 
his grave performances in profe — What man is. there 
who feems better to know bis Matter’s will ? No man 
expreftes with more propriety, with mpre'exa&nefs,. the 
feelings of a good mipd. No man feems more fenftble 
of the immuuble obligation of j uftice and of truth. Yet 
this man, in his tranfa&ions with his book-fellers, with 
the very men tp whom he was immediately indebted for 
his affluence and his fame, was repeatedly, nay, incef- 
fantly, guilty of the meaneft, the vileft tricks. When he 
fold a work for an . enormous price to one book-feller 
(even to Cramer, whom he redly refpe&ed) he. took care 
that a furreptitious edition fhould appear in Holland, al- 
moft at the fame moment. Proof-fheets have been tra- 
ced from Femey to Amfterdam. When a friend . of 
Cramer’s expoftulated with Voltaire.on the inj uftice of 
this conduct, he faid, grinning, Oh le hen Cramer— ek 
bUn — it n'a que d'etre du parti — he may take a fhare— 
he will not give me a livre the lefs for the firft piece I 
offer him. Where fhall we fee more tendernefs, more 
honor, more love of every thing that is good and. fair, 
than in Diderot’s Pert de Famillc . — Yet this man did 
not fcruple to fell to the Emprefs of Ruffla an immenfe 
library, which he did not poffefs, for an enormous price* 
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having got herpromife that it Ihould remain in his pof> 
feffion in Paris during his life. When her ambaffador 
wanted to fee it, after a year or two’s payments, and the 
vifitartion could be no longer ftaved off, Diderot was 
obliged to fet off in a hurry, and run through all the 
book-fellers fhops in Germany* to help him to fill his 
empty (helves. He had the good fortune to fave ap- 
pearances— but the trick took air, becaufe he had-been 
niggardly in his. attention to the ambaffador’s fecretary. 
-This, however, did not hinder him from honoring his 
Imperial pupil with a vifit. He expefted adoration, as 
the light of the world, and was indeed received by the 
Ruffian courtiers with all the childifh fondnefs that they 
feel for every Parifian mode. But they did not under- 
stand him, and as he did not like to lofe money at play, 
they did not long court his company. He found his 
-pupil too clearfighted. Ces philofopkes , faid flie, font 
beaux, vus de loin ; mais de plus pres , le diamant parait 
eryjlel. He had contrived a poor ftory, by which be 
hoped to get his daughter married in parade, and porti- 
oned by her Majefty— but it was feen through, and he 
was difappoioted. 


When we fee the inefficacy of this refined humanity 
on thefe two apoftles of philofophical virtue* we fee 
ground for doubting of the propriety and expediency of 
trading entirely to it for the peace and happinefs of a 
State, and w& ihould be on our guard when we liften to 
- the florid fpeeches of the Brother Orator, and his con- 
gratulations on the emancipation from fuperftition and 
oppreffion, winch will in a fliort.time be effectuated by 
the Chevaliers Bienfaifants , the Philalethes 3 or any other 
feCl of cofmo-political Brethren. 
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. I do' ndt itican byall this to maintain, that the Mifort 
lodges were the foie corrupters of the public mind i«t 
Trance.— No.— In all nations shat have made much 
progrefs in cultivation, there is a great tendency to coi> 
ruption, and it requires all the vigilance and exertions 
of magistrates, and of moral inftruftors, to prevent the 
Spreading of licentious principles and maxims of com 
du£t. They arife naturally of tbentfelves, as weed# if 
a rich foil ; and, like weeds, they are pernicious, only 
ibecaufe they are, where they fhpuld nojt be, in n.culu'- 
/vated field. Virtue is the . cultivation of the .bomab 
foul, and not the mere pofteftion of good difpofitipns# 
all men have thefe, and pccafionly exhibit them. J3»¥ 
-virtue fuppofes exertion ; .and, as the bufhandman muf 
i>e inched to hi$ laborious talk by fonje cogent motive 
fo muft man ,be .prompted to that exertion which i$ no- 
ceffary on the part of every individual for the very ex,- 
iftence of a great fociety : For man is indolent, and he 
•is luxurious ; he wifhes for enjoyment, and this with 
little trouble. The lefs fortunate envy the enjoyments 
jof . others, and .repine at their qwn inability to obtain the 
like. They fee the idle in affluence. Pew, eyen of 
good men, have the candour, nay, I may call it the 
'wifdom, to think on the eXivity and the labour which 
•had procured thefe comforts to the rich, or $o their 88- 
ceftors ; and to believe that they are idle only because 
they are wealthy r but would be aXivie if they were uef- 
dy. Such fpontaneops reflexions cannot be expeflqd 
in perfons who are engaged in unceafing labour, to pro- 
cure a very moderate fhare (in their estimation at leaf!) 
of the comforts of life. Yet fuch reflexions would, in 
the main, be juft, and furely they would greatly tend K> 
quiet the minds of the unfuccefsfuL 
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This excellent purpofe may be greatly forwarded by 
'll hatJonal eftablifhmertt for moral irritrif&ion'and' adrtld- 
1 *nition ; and if the public inffru&ors fboitid add dll the 
\hotives to Virtuous trioderation Much Sre fuggefted b^ 
i "the’ cohfiderations Of gfenuine religion, every advice 

I Vould have ‘u tenfold influence. ' Religious' ahd moral 

t inftruftibhs are therefore, in their own nature, trnequi- 

I Vocatl Tupports to that moderate exertion of the authority 

| irifing From cfvil fubordination, which the molt rcfirietl 

i ^h# iftthropifl; or cofmopolite acknowledges to be necef- 

I %ity fbr the very eXiflence of a great arid cultivated fd- 

f xnefty. 1 have riever feen a fcheme ofUtopiari htfppiriefs 

I "that did riot Cdntairt fame fyftettt Of ‘education, arid I 

i cahrtot conceive 'any (Vffefri of education of fvtiich.md- 

( Val iritfruftion is h6't a principal part.' Such eft&b'liflf- 

i 'iticntsare dictates Of nature, and 6btriid'e thCitffelvfcs oh 

l 'the triind" of every perfoh who Begins to fbrtin plaits of 

i vivil union. Anid itl all eXifting focieties they hive hi - 

i : t!efed beert 'formed, arid are confidered as ‘the gfcateft 

l 'correftor grfd fdother of thofe difcoruents that are Una- 

i “Voidable ih the minds Of the unTuCcefsful arid the Unfof- 

i 'tunate. ‘the magiftrate, 'therefore,' whofe prOfefliohil 

i ‘habits lead hitri frequchtly to e'Xert'himfelffor the riiairl- 

•tferiance dF public peace, Cannot blit fee the advantages 
'Of faeh : ftatgd reriiembfancers ’Of our duty.* fie witl 
; therefore' jfop'port and cherifh this public 6ttat>lilhmerii, 
■^vhich ’fo bgidCrrtly aflifts him in' his beneficerft and iiri- 
‘pbrftfit liboursi ■ ' 

W 4V > * • » .... * * . .• k f . a 

But evils Of ibciety do riot'fpnngTrom'fiie dlf- 

contents.and the vices of tbe poor. . The rich come in 
fcfr a large and a confpicuous ffiare. They frequently 
abufe their advantages. 'Bride arid haughty behaviour 
oh tlieir part rankle in the Breads, and aife& the tempera 
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of their inferiors, already fretted by the hardfhips of their 
own condition. The rich alfo are luxurious; and. are 
often needy. Grafping at every mean of gratification, 
.they are inattentive to the rights of inferiors whom they 
defpife, and, defpifing, opprefs. Perhaps their own fu- 
periority has been acquired hy injuftice. Perhaps mod 
fovereignties have been acquired by oppreflion. Prin- 
.ces and Rulers are but men ; as fuch, they abufe many 
of their greated bleffmgs. Obferving that religious 
hopes make the good refigned under the hardfhips of the 
prefent feene, and that its terrors frequently redrain the 
bad ; they avail themfclves of thefe obfervations, and 
fupport religion as an engine of date, and a mean of 
their own fecurity. But they are not contented with its 
real advantages ; and they are much more afraid of the 
refentment and the crimes of the offended profligate, 
than of the murmurs of the differing worthy. There- 
fore they encourage fuperdition, and call to their aid 
the vices of the priedhood. The prieds are men of like 
paflions as other men, and it is no ground of peculiar 
blame that they alfo frequently yield to the temptations 
of their fituation. They are encouraged to the indul- 
gence of the love of influence natural to all men, and 
they heap terror upon terror, to fubdue the minds of 
men, and darken their underdandings. Thus, the mod 
honorable of all employments, the moral inftruhlion of 
the date, is degraded to a vile trade, and is praclifed 
with all the deceit and rapacity of any other trade ; and 
religion, from being the honor and the fafeguard of a 
-nation, becomes its greated difgrace and curfe. 

When a nation has fallen into this lamentable date, it 
is extremely difficult to reform. Although nothing 
would fo immediately and fo completely remove all 
ground of complaint, as the re-eftablifhing private vir- 
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Hue, this is of all others the lead; likely to be adopted. 
The really worthy, who fee the mifehief where it really 
is, but who view this life as the fchool of improvement, 
and know that man is to be made perfect through dif- 
fering, are the lad perfons to complain. The worthlefs 
are the mod difeontented, the mod noify in their com- 
plaints, and the lead fcrupulous about the means of re- 
drefs. Not to improve the nation, but to advance them- 
■felves, they turn the attention to the abufes of power 
•and influence. And they begin their attack w r here they 
"think the place mod defcncelefs, and where perhaps they 
expeft aflidance from a difeontented garrifon. • They 
attack fuperdition, and are not at all folicitous that true 
religion lhall not differ along with it. It is not, per- 
haps, with any direft intention to ruin the date, but 
merely to obtain indulgence for themfelves, and the co- 
operation of the wealthy. • They expeQ. to be lidened 
to by many who wilh for the fame indulgence ; and thus 
it is that religious free-thinking is generally the firfl dejj 
of anarchy and revolution. For in a corrupted date, 
: perfons of all ranks have the fame licentious wiflies, and 
'if fuperditious fear be really an ingredient of the human 
mind, it requires fome Jlruggle to fhakc it off. No- 
thing is fo effeEtual as mutual encouragement, and 
therefore all join againd priedcraft j even the rulers 
forget their intered, which fhould lead them to fupport 
'it. In fuch a date, the pure morality of true religion 
vaniflies from the fight. There is commonly no rc- 
m^ins of it in the religion of the nation, and therefore 
all goes together. 

Perhaps there never was a nation where all thofe co- 
operating caufes had acquired greater drength than in 
France. Oppreffions of all kinds were at a height. 
•The luxuries of life were enjoyed exclufivcly by the 
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upper • elafles, and this in the higheft degree of Tefina* 
jnent ; fo that the deGres of the reft were whetted to the 
utmoft. Religion appeared in its worft form, and f«en$- 
ed calculated folely for procuring eftablifliments f<?r the 
younger fons of the infolent and ufelefs noblefle. The 
morals of the higher orders of the clergy and of the. laity 
were equally corrupted. Thoufands of literary men 
were excluded by their ftation from all hopes ofadvan.ee,- 
ment to the more refpe&able offices in the church. 
.Thefe vented their difeontents as far as there was fafetyg 
and were encouraged by many of the upper claffcs, whp 
joined them in their fatires on tlie priefthood. Thp 
clergy oppofed tliem, it is true, but feebly, becaule 
they could not fupport their oppofition by examples of 
their own virtuous behaviour, but were always obliged 
to have recourfe to the power of the churchy the very 
objefcl of hatred and difguft. The \yhole nation becamp 
infidel, and when in a lew inftances a worthy Cute yi^. 
tered the fmall ftill voice of true religion, it was not 
heard amid ft the general noife of latire and reproach 
The miiconduQ. of adminiftration, and die abuic of th^ 
public treafures, were every day growing more impu- 
dent and glaring, and expofed the government to co^. 
tinual criticifm. But it was ftill too powerful to fufior 
this to proceed to extremities ; while therefore infidelity 
and loofe fentiments of morality palled unpunifhed, jit 
■was ftill very hazardous to publifh any thing againft the 
ftate. It was in this refpefit chiefly, that the Maiba 
.Lodges contributed to the diffemination of dangertoup 
opinions, and they were employed for this purpole ajl 
over the kingdom. This is not an afi'ertion hazarded 
merely ‘on account of its probability. Abundant proof 
will appear by and by, that the molt turbulent charac- 
ters in the nation frequented the Lodges. We cannot 
doubt, but that under this covert they indulged thek 
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fa&ions difpoJGtiovs } pay* we dull find the greased part 
•pf the Lodges pf France, converted, in the courfc of a 
very. %w veelug iutp cor^efpopding political focietie$. 

► .... j I 

But it is nov.titne to turn our eyes to the. progrefs of 
^Tree Mafonry. in Germany and the north pf Europe ; 
there it took, a tapre ferious turn. Free Mafonry wap 
imported into Germany fomewhat later than into France, 
/if he firfl, German Lodge that we have any account of, if 
that at Cologne, ere cl eel in 1716, but very foon fupr 
.piefled. Before the year 1725 there were many, both 
|n Proteftant and Catholic Germany.; Thofe of WetZr 
Jar, Frankfort 041 the Mayue, Bruufyick, ajid Ham- 
Burg, are the pitted, and. thei? priority is doubtful. A 1 J 
.of them received their inftitution from England, and 
dud patents from a mother Lodge in London. AJ 1 feetp 
.to have got the my t'|ery through the fame channel, thp 
Jbanifhed friends of the Stuaft fajpUy. Many of tbefj? 
.-were Catholics, and entered intq tjie fervicq pf Aqftrif 
And the Catholic princes, 

t 

The true hofpka}ity, that is no, where ropre confpL 
j&uous than in the chara&er of the Germans, made this 
jnftitutiou a mod agreeable and ufcful paflport to thefe 
^gentlemen ; and as many of them were in military da^- 
tions, gnd in.garrifon, they found it a very eafy matter 
to fetup-Lpdges 'in all parts of Germany. . Thefe af- 
forded a very agreeable padime tq the officers, who had 
Jittle tp occupy thepi, and were already accudomed tp 
A fubordination which did not affect their vanity on ac- 
count of family didinttions. As the Eniign and dip 
.General were equally gentlemen, the allegory or play of 
univerfal Brotherhood was neither novel nor difguding. 
Free Mafonry was then of the limplcit form, confiding 
of die tliree degrees of Apprentice, Fellow-craft,* and. 
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Mailer. It is remarkable, that the Germans had been 
long accuftomed to the word, the fign, and the gripe of 
the Mafons, and fome other handicraft trades. In ma- 
ny parts of Germany there was a diftinftion of opera- 
tive Mafons into Wort-Maurers and Schrift-Maurers. 
The Wort-Maurers had no other proof to give of their 
having been regularly brought up to the trade of build- 
ers, but the word and figns ; the Schrift-Maurers had 
written indentures to fhew. There are extant and in 
force, borough-laws, enjoining the Mailers of Mafons 
to give employment to journeymen who had the proper 
words and lign. In particular it appears, that fome ci- 
ties had more extenfive privileges in this refpefct than 
others. The word given atWetzlar, the feat of the 
great council of revifion for the empire, entitled the pof- 
feflor to work over the whole empire. We may infer 
from the proceffes and decifions in fome of thofe muni- 
cipal courts, that a mailer gave a word and token for 
each year’s progrefs of his apprentice. He gave the 
yord of the incorporated Imperial city or borough on 
which he depended, and alfo a word peculiar to himfelf, 
by which all his own pupils could recognife each other. 
This mode of recognifance was probably the only docu- 
ment of education in old times, while writing was con- 
fined to a very fmall part of the community. When 
we reflect on the nature of the German empire, a confe- 
deration of fmall independent Hates, we fee that this 
profeflion cannot keep pace with the other mechanic arts, 
unlefs its practitioners are inverted with greater privile- 
ges than others. Their great works exceed the ftrength 
of the immediate neighbourhood, and the workmen 
mull be brought together from a diftance. Their affo- 
ciation mull therefore be more cared for by the public. 
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* When Englifh Free Mafonry was carried into Ger- 
many, it was hofpitably received. It required little ef- 
fort to give it refpe&ability, and to make it the occupa- 
tion of a gentleman, and its fecrets and myfteries were 
not fuch novelties as in France. It fpread rapidly, and 
the fimple topic of Brotherly love was fufficient for re- 
commending it to the honeft and hofpitable Germans. 
But it foon took a very different turn. The German 
character is the very oppofite of frivolity. It tends to 
ferioufnefs, and requires ferious occupation. The Ger- 
mans are eminent for their turn for inveftigation j and 
perhaps they indulge this to excefs. We call them 
plodding and dull, becaufe we have little reliffi for en- 
quiry for its own fake. But this is furely the occupa- 
tion of a rational nature, and deferves any name but flu- 
pidity. At the fame time it mult be acknowledged, that 
the fpirit of enquiry requires regulation as much as any 
propenfity of the human mind. * But it appears that the 
Germans are not nice in their choice of their objeQs ; 
it appears that lingularity, and wonder, and difficulty of 
refearch, are to them irreliftible recommendations and 
incitements. They have always exhibited a ftrong hank- 
ering after every thing that is wonderful, or foletnn, or 
terrible ; and in fpite of the great progrefs which men 
have made in the courfe of thefe two laft centuries, in 
the knowledge of nature, a progrefs too in which we 
ihould be very unjuft if we did not acknowledge that 
the Germans have been generally in the foremoft ranks, 
the grofs abfurdities of magic, exorcifm, witchcraft, for- 
tune-telling, tranfmutation of metals, and univerfal me- 
dicine, have always had their zealous partizans, who 
have liftened with greedy ears to the nonfenle and 
jargon of fanatics and cheats ; and though they every 
day faw examples of many who had been ruined or ren- 
dered ridiculous by their credulity, every new pietender 
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<o Ferrets found numbers ready to lifter) to him, and to 
run over the farAe courft; 1 

Free Mafortry.profeflfng myfteries,inftant1y roufedafi 
ithefe people, and the Lodges appfcared io tire adventurers 
■^iho wanted to profit toy the enthufiafm or thfe a varied d? 
<heir dupe.<, the fitteil places in thfe world 1 for the feehi 
<bf thefr operations. ' The Rorytrdcians Were* the 'firft 
‘who availed therr.feWes'oT the opportunity. ‘Thrswafe 
•pot the Society Which had appeared formeriy undfcf thsft 
Wtn*, aM was ptow extinB: ; but a ftto'f Afchymifts', pref- 
lendeits t6 the trah fmufati An OF metals afid the liVnVerfsS 
•medicine, Who, the Better to inveigle their Votaries, hal 
-miked With their oWh tricks a good cfeal bf the abforfl 
fuperftitions of that feft, in order tb give a greater air of 
•myftery to the whole, to protrafr the time of inftruftiori, 
land to afford rhbre room for evafions, by making fo ina- 
■ny difficult conditions neceffary for perfeHing the grand 
work, that the unfortunate gull, who had thrown away 
his time ahd his moneys might believe that the failuft 
was owing to his own incapacity or hnfitrlefo for beirtg 
•the polfelTor of the grand fecr’er. Thefe cheats found 
it convenient to toake Malonry one of thefr condition^, 
‘and by a finall degree of art, ‘perfuided their 'pupils thh 
•they were lire only true MafotlS. Thefe RofycrdciMi 
Lodges ' weTe foon eftablifhed, and became ftomerdui, 
becaufe their myfteties wefe dddFefleB, tooth tb the d8- 
•riofity, the Yehfuality, and the hear ice of men. Tht^' 
became a very formidable band, 'adopting the ‘cbnftitu- 
tion of the Jcfuits, dividing thte Fraternity intb circle!, 
‘each under the management of its Own fiip£rior, knOtib 
to the pfefidbhl, bilt tinkhown to the individuals bflHe 
Lodges. Theft fupferiori Were COrthefted Wiffi each 
•other in a way known bhly to themfelves, andtRe whole 
was under one General. At ftaft this rs rhe accouiit 
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which- they wilh to be believed. If it be juft, nothing 
but the abfurdity of the oftenfible motives of their occu- 
pations could have prevented this combination from 
carrying on fchemes big with hazard to the peace of the 
world. But the Rofycrucian Lodges have always been 
confidered by other Free Mafons as bad Societies, and 
as grofs fchifmatics. This did not hinder, however, their 
alchemical and medical fecrcts from being frequently 
introduced into the Lodges of ftmple Free Mafonry; 
and in like manner, exorcifm, or ghoft-raiftng, magic* 
said other grofs fuperftitions, were often held out ill 
their meetings as attainable myfteries, which would be 
immenfe acquifitions to the Fraternity, without any ne- 
ceffity of admitting along with them the religious deliri- 
ums of the Rofycrucians. 

In 1743, a Baron Hunde, a gentleman of honorable 
character mid independent fortune, was in Paris, and 
got acquainted with the Earl of Kilmairriock and fome 
other gentlemen who were about the Pretender, and 
learned from them that they had fome wonderful fecrets 
in their Lodges. He was admitted, through the medium 
of that nobleman, and of a Lord Clifford, and his Ma- 
fonic patent was figned Gtorge (faid to be the fignature 
of Kilmarnock). Hunde had attached himi'elf to the 
fortunes of the Pretender, in hopes (as he fays himfelf) 
of riling in the world under his proteQion. • The migh- 
ty fecret was this. When the Order of Knights Tem- 
plars was abolilhed by Philip the Fair, and cruelly per- 
fecuted, fome worthy perfons efcaped, and took refuge 
in the Highlands of Scotland, where they concealed 
themfelves in caves. Thefe perfons poffefled the true 
iecrets of Mafonry, which bad always been in that Or- 
•der, having been acquired by the Knights } during their 
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fcrvrces in the Eaft, from the pilgrims whom they ocest-* 
fionally protefited or delivered. The Chevaliers dr la 
Rofe-Croix continued to have the fame duties as for- 
merly, though robbed of their emoluments. . In fine, 
every true Mafon is a Knight Templar.” It is very 
true that a clever fancy can accommodate the ritual of 
reception of the Chevalier de l' Epee, See. to fomething 
like the inftitution of the Knights Templars, and per- 
haps this explanation of .young Zerohabel’s pilgrimage, 
and of the rebuilding of the Temple by Ezra, is the. 
mod fignificant explanation that lias been given of the. 
meagre fyrabols of Free Mafonry. 

. When Baron H unde returned to Germany, he exhi- 
bited to fome friends his extenlive powers for. propagat- 
ing this fyftera of Mafonry, and made a few Knights. 
But he was not very aftive. Probably the failure of the 
Pretender’s attempt to recover the throne of his anceftors 
had put an end to H unde’s hopes of making a figure. 
In the mean time Free Mafonry was cultivated with 
jseal in Germany, and many adventurers found their ad- 
vantage in fupporting particular fchifips. 

. But in 1756, or 1757, a complete revolution took 
place. The French officers who . were prifonerS at 
large in Berlin, undertook, with the affurance peculiar 
to their nation, to inftruft the fimple Germans in every 
thing that embelliffies focicty. . They faid, that .the 
homefpun Free. Mafonry, which had been imported 
from England, was fit only for the unpolilhed minds of 
the Britiffi ; but that in France it had grown into an 
elegant fyftem, - fit for the profeffion of Gendemen. 
Nay, they faid, that the EngliOi were ignorant of true 
Mafonry, and pofiefied nothing but the introduction tn 
it ; and even this was not underftood by them, When 
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«he ribbands and ftars, with which the French had orna- 
mented the Order, were fhown to the Germans, they 
could not refill the enchantment. A Mr. Rofa, a French^ 
com miffary, brought from Paris a complete waggon- 
load of Mafonic ornaments, which were all didributed 
before it had reached Berlin, -and he was obliged to or- 
der another, to furnifh the Lodges of that city. It be- 
came for a while a mod profitable bufinefs to many 
French officer* and commiflaries difperfed over Germa- 
■ny, having nothing elfe to do. Every body gaped for 
jndru&ion, and thefe kind teachers were always ready 
xo bedow it. In half a year Free Mafonry underwent 
a complete revolution all over Germany, and Cheva- 
liers multiplied without number. The Rofaic fydem 
was a gofpel to 1 the Mafons, and the poor Britilh fyf- 
tem was defpifed. But the new Lodges of Berlin, as 
they had been the teachers of the whole empire, want- 
ed alfo to • be the governors, and infided on complete 
iubjeftion from aH the other*. This dartled the Free 
Mafons at a didance, and awaked i*em from their gol- 
den dreams. Now began a druggie for dominion and for 
independency. This made the old Lodges think a little 
-about the whole affair. The refult of this was a coun- 
ter revolution. Though no man could pretend that he 
underdood the true meaning of Free Mafonry, its ori- 
gin, its hidory, or its real aim, all law that the interpre- 
tations of their hieroglyphics, and the -rituals of the new 
degrees imported from France, were quite gratuitous: 
It appeared, therefore, that the fafed thing for them 
was an appeal to the birth-place of Mafonry. They 
Jent to London for indruftions. There they learned, 
that nothing was acknowledged for genuine unfophidi- 
cated Mafonry but the three degrees ; and that die mo- 
ther Lodge of London alone could, by her indrufclions, 
.prevent the mod dangerous frffiims anu • innovations. 
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Many Lodges, therefore, applied for patents and iro- 
ftrutlions. Patents ‘were eafily made out, and moil 
(willingly fent to the zealous Brethren y and diefe were 
ihankfully received and paid for. But inftru&ion was 
not fo eafy a matter. At that time we had nothing but 
.the book of conftitutions, drawn up about 1720, by 
Anderfon and Defaguilliers, two perfons of little edu- 
cation, and of low manners, who -had aimed at little 
more than making a pretext, not altogether contempti- 
ble, for a convivial meeting. This, however, was re- 
ceived with refpefl. We are apt to fmile at grave men’s 
being fatisfied with fuch coarfe and fcanty fare. But it 
.was of ufe, merely becaufc it gave an oftenfible reafon 
for refilling the defpotifm of the Lodges of Berlin. Sc- 
.veral refpe&able Lodges, particularly that of Frankfort 
on the Mayne, that of Brunfwick, that of Wetzlar, and 
the Royal York of Berlin, refolutely adhered to the 
•Englilh fyftem, and denied thetnfelves aH the enjoyment 
of the French degrees, rather than acknowledge the fu- 
■premacy of the Rofaic Lodges of. Berlin. 

About the year 1764 a new revolution took place. 
An adventurer, who called himfelf Johnfcm, and paf- 
fed himfelf for an Englilhman, but who was really a 
German or Bohemian named Leucht, faid that be was 
ambaflador from the Chapter of Knights Templars at 
Old Aberdeen in Scotland, fent to teacbthe Germans 
what was true Mafonry. He pretended to tranfmute 
metals, and fome of the Brethren declared that they had 
feen him do it repeatedly. This reached Baron Hunde 
and brought back all his former enthuliafm. There is 
•fomething very dark in this part of the hiftory ; for in a 
little Johnfon told his partifans that the only point he 
had to inform them of was, that Baron Hunde was the 
Grand Mailer of the 7th province of Mafonry, which 
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included the whole of Germany, ,ahd the royal domi- 
nions of Pruffia. He fhowed them a map of the Mai'o- 
«jc Empire arranged into provinces, each of which had 
diftinguifhing emblems. Thefe are all taken from an 
old' forgotten and infignificant book, Typotii Symbola 
Divina et Humana , publiihed in i6ot. There is not 
die leaft trace in this book either of Mafonry or Temp- 
lars, and the emblems are taken out without the fmalleft 
ground of fele&ion. Some inconfiftency with the for- 
mer magnificent promifes of Johnfon ftartled them at 
firft, but they acquiefced and fubmitted to Baron Hunde 
as Grand Mafter of Germany. Soon after Johnfon 
turned out to be a cheat, efcaped, was taken, and put 
in prifon, where he died. Yet this feems not to have 
ruined the credit ofBaron Hunde. He erected Lodges, 
gave a few fimple inftruclions, all in- the fyftem of En-- 
glilh Mafonry, and proinifed, that when they had ap- 
proved themfelves as good Mafons, he would then im- 
part the mighty fecret. After two or three years of no- 
viciate, a convention was held at Ahenberg ; and he 
told them that his whole fecret was, that every true Ma- 
jon was * Knight Templar. They were ailonifhed, and 
dHappointed ; for they expelled in general that he would 
-teach them the philofopker’s ftone, or gholl-raifing, or 
magic. After much difeontent, falling out, and dif- 
pute, many Lodges united in this fyllcin, made fome- 
what moderate and palatable, under the name of the 
Strict Disciplinarians, Stridden Obfervanz. It 
was acceptable to many, becaufe they infilled that they 
•were really Knights, properly confecrated, though with- 
out temporalities ; and they ferioufly let themfelves 
about forming a fund which ihould fecure the order in a 
•landed property and revenue, which would give them a 
refpeilablc civil exiltcnce. Hunde declared that his 
whole efiate fliouid devolve on the Order. But the 
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vexations which he afterwards met with, and his falling 
in love with a lady who prevailed on him to become Ro- 
man Catholic, made him alter this intention. The Or- 
der, went on, however, and acquired confiderable cre- 
dit Sy the ferious regularity of their proceedings ; and, 
although in the mean time a new apoftle of Myfteries, a 
Dr. Zinzendorff, one of the StriB Objtrvanz , intro- 
duced a new fyftem, which he faid was from Sweden, 
dillinguifhed by fetme of ’the myftical doHrines of the 
-Swedenborgh fed, and though this fyftem ftbtained the 
Royal patronage, and a National Lodge was eftablilhed 
3t Berlin by patent, ftill the Tempelorden , or Or den des 
■StriBen Obfervanz, continued to be very refpeclable. 
The German gentry were better pleafed with a Grand 
Mailer of their own choofing, than with any impofed'on 
them by authority. 

During this Hate of things, one Stark, a Proteftant 
divine, well known in Germany by his writings, made 
another trial of public faith. One Gugomos (a pri- 
vate gentleman, but who would pafs for fon to a King 
of Cyprus) and one Schropfer, keeper of a coffee- 
fioufc at Nuremberg, drew crowds of Free Mafons 
around them, to learn ghoft-railing, exorcifm, and al- 
chyray. Numbers came from a great diftance to W eif- 
bad to fee and learn thefe myfteries, and Free Mafonry 
was on the point of another revolution. Dr. Stark was 
an adept in all thefe things, and contended with Cagli- 
oftro in Courland for the .palm of fuperiority. He faw 
that this deception could not long (land its ground. 
He therefore came forward, at a convention at Braunfch- 
weig in 177a, and faid to the Strifcl Difciplinarians or 
Templars, That he was of their Order, but of the fpi- 
ritual department, and was deputed by the Chapter of 
X — m— -d— t in Scotland, where he was Chancellor of 
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the Congregation, and. had the name of Archidemides y 
Eques ab Aquila Julva : That this Chapter had the fu- 
perintendance of the Order : That they alone could 
confecrate the Knights, or the unknown fuperiors; and 
that he was deputed to inftruft them in the real princi- 
ples of the Order, and impart its ineliimable fecrets, 
which could not be known to Baron Hunde, as he 
would readily acknowledge when he fhould convierfe 
with him. Johnfon, he laid, had been a cheat, and 
probably a murderer. He had got lbme knowledge 
from papers which he mull have ftolen from a millio- 
nary, who had difappeared, and was probably killed. 
Gugomos and Schropfer mull have had lbme fimilar in- 
formation ; and Schropfer had even deceived, him for a 
time. He was ready to execute his commiilion, upon 
their, coming under the necefiary obligations of fecrecy 
and of fubmiffion. Hunde (whofe name in the Order 
was the Eques ab Enfe) acquiefeed at once, and propo- 
fed a convention, with full powers to decide and accept. 
But a Schubart, a gentleman of character, who was 
treafurer to the Templar Mafons, and had an employ- 
ment which gave him conliderable influence in the Or- 
der, ftrongly diffuaded them from fuch a meafure. The 
moll unqualified fubmiffion to unknown fuperiors, and 
to conditions equally unknown, was required previous 
to the Totalled communication, or any knowledge of 
the powers which Archidemides had to treat with them. 
Many meetings were held, and many attempts wenet 
made to.learn fomething of this fpiritual cburt, and df 
what they might expeft from them. Dj. itark, Baron 
Weggenfak, Baron Von Raven, and fu.'ie others of 
his coadjutors in the Lodges at Koninglberg in Pruffia, 
and at Wifmar, were received into the Order. But- in 
vain — nothing was obtained from thefe ghoflly Knights. 
J»ut fame indgnifkaot^ceremQqial? qf receptions and 
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confecrations. Of this kind of novelties they were af-i 
ready heartily fick ; and though they all panted after 
the expefled wonders, they were fo much frightened 
by the unconditional fubmilfion, that they could come 
to no agreement, and the fecrets of the Scotch Congre- 
gation of K — m — d — t ftill remain with Dr. Stark. 
They did, however, a fenfible thing; they fent a depu- 
tation to Old Aberdeen, to enquire after the caves 
where their venerable myfteries where known,, and their 
treafures were hid. They had, as they thought, me- 
rited fome more confidence ; for they had remitted an- 
nual contributions to thefe unknown fuperiors, to the 
amount of fame thoufands of rix-dollars. But alas, 
their ambaiTadors found the Free Mafons of Old Aber- 
deen ignorant of all this, and as eager to learn from the 
ambalfadors what was the true origin and meaning of 
Free Mafonry, of which they knew nothing but the 
iimple tale of Old Hiram. This broke Stark’s credit; 
but he ftill infilled on the reality of his commiffion, and 
faid that the Brethren at Aberdeen were indeed ignorant, 
but that he had never faid otherwife; their expectations 
from that quarter had relied on the feraps purloined by 
Johnfon. He reminded them of a thing well known to 
themfelves ; that one of them had been fent for by a dy- 
ing nobleman to receive papers on this fubjed, and that 
his vifit having been delayed a few hours by an unavoid* 
able accident, he found all burnt but a fragment of a 
capitulary and a thing in cypher, part of which he (Dr. 
Stark) had explained to them. They had employed 
another gen. .nan, a H. Wachter, to make fimilar en- 
quiries in aly, where Schropfer and others (even 
Hunde) had told them great fecrets were to be obtained 
from the Pretender’s fecretary Approfi, and others. 
Wachter told them, that all this was a fiflion, but that 
he had feen at Florence fome Brethren from the Holy 
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-Land, who really poffeffed wonderful fecrets, which he 
yas willing- to impart, on proper conditions. Thefe, 
however, they could not accede to ; but they were cru- 
elly tortured by feeing Wachter, who had deft' Germa- 
ny in fober circumftances, now a man of great wealth 
and expence. He would not acknowledge that he had 
got the fecret of gold-making from the Afiatic Brethren; 
but faid that no man had any right to afk him how -he 
had come by his fortune. It was enough that he be- 
haved honorably, and owed no man any thing. He 
broke off all connections with them, andieft them in 
great diftrefs about their Order, and panting after his 
fecrets.' Rifum teneatis amici. •- , 

■' Stark, in revenge for the oppofition he had met with 
Ifrom Schubart,' left no Rone unturned -to hurt him with 
his Brethren, and fucceeded, To that he left* them in dif- 
guft." Hunde died 'about’ this time. * A book appeared, 
called, The Stumbling Black and Rock of Offence, which 
'betrayed- (by iheir own confeflion) the whole fecrets of 
the Order of Templars, and foon made an end- of it, 
-a$ far as it went befyond the Ample Engliflr Mafonry. > 

" ■ * -iv' • * * f • . ’ ’ • ' * - • r 

Thus was the faith of Free Mafons quite unhinged in 
Germany. But the ragefor myfteries and wonder was 
- not in the leaft abated ; and the habits of the fe fecret af- 
femblies were 'becoming every day more craving. Dif- 
fenfion and fchifm was multiplying ' in : every quarter ; 
and' the Inftitution, in dead of - being an'’ -incitement to 
mutual complaifance and Brotherly love, had become a 
fourcer of contention, and of bitter enmity. .* Notfatis- 
fied with defending the propriety of its owri Inftitutions, 
each Syftem of Free Mafonry was bufy in enticing away 
the partifans of othef Syftems 3 {hut their Lodges againft 
• • I ' - ‘ ' ’* 
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each other, and proceeded even to vilify and perfecute 
the adherents of every Syftem but' their own. 

Thefe animofities arofe chiefly from the quarrels 
about precedency, and the arrogance (as it was thought) 
of the patent Lodge of Berlin, m pretending to have 
any authority in the other parts of the Empire. But 
thefe pretenfions were not the refult of mere vanity. 
The French importers of the new degrees, always true 
to the glory of their nation, hoped by this means to fe- 
cure the dependence even of this frivolous Society; per- 
haps they might forefee political ufes and benefits which 
might arife from it. One thing is worth notice.: The 
French Lodges had all emanated from the great Confe- 
deration under the Duke de Chartres, and* even if we 
had no other proof, we might prefume that they would 
cultivate the fahte principles that charafterifed that Seft. 
But we are certain that infidelity and laxity of moral 
principles were prevalent in the Rofaic Lodges, and 
that the obfervation of this corruption had offended many 
of the fober oldfafhioned Lodges, and was one great 
caufe of any check that was given to the brilliant Ma- 
fonry of France. It is the obfervation of this circum- 
ftance, in which they all refembled, and which foon 
ceafed to be a diftinftion, becaufe it pervaded the other 
Lodges, that induced me to expatiate more on this hif- 
tory of Free Mafonry in Germany, than may appear to 
my readers to be adequate to the importance of Free 
Mafonry in the general fubj eft-matter of thefe pages;. 
But I hope that it will appear in the courfe of my nar- 
ration that I have not given it greater value than it de- 
ferves. 

About this very time there was a great revolution of 
the public mind in Germany, and fcepticifm, infidelity. 
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and irreligion, not only were prevalent in the minds and 
manners of the wealthy and luxurious, and of the pro- 
fligate of lower ranks, but began to appear in the pro- 
ductions of the prefs. Some circumstances, peculiar' to 
Germany, occafioned thefe declenfions from the former 
acquiefcence in the faith of their forefathers to become 
more uniform and remarkable than they would other- 
wife have been. The Confeffions of Germany are the 
Roman Catholic, the Lutheran (which they call Pro- 
teftant) and the Calvinift (which they call Reformed). 
Thefe are profeffed in many fmall contiguous principa- 
lities, and there is hardly one of them in which all the 
three have not free exercife. The defire of making 
profelytes is natural to all ferious profeffors of a rational 
faith, and was frequently exercifed. The Roman Ca- 
tholics are fuppofcd by us to be particularly zealous ; 
and the Proteftanu (Lutherans and Caivinifts) were 
careful to oppofe them by every kind of argument, 
among which thofe of ridicule and reproach were not 
fpared. .The Catholics accufed them of infidelity re- 
fpefting the fundamental do&rines of Chrillianity which 
they profeffed to believe, and even with refpefct to the 
do&rines of natural religion. This accufation was long 
very fligbtly fupported ; but, of late, by better proofs. 
The fpiritof free inquiry was the great boaft of the Pro- 
teftants, and their only fupport againft the Catholics, 
fecuring them both in their religious and civil rights. 
It was therefore fupported by their governments. It is 
not to be wondered at that it Should be indulged to ex- 
cefs, or improperly, even by ferious men, liable to er- 
ror, in their difputes with the Catholics. In the pro- 
grefs of this cJliteft, even their own ConfefTion did not 
efcape criticifm, and it was afferted that the Reforma- 
tion which thofe Confeffions exprefs was pot complete. 
Further Reformations were propofed. . The Scriptures, 
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the foundation of our faith, were examined by clergy- 
men of very different capacities, difpofitions, and views, 
till by explaining, correftihg, allegorifing, and other- 
wife twifling the Bible, men’s minds had hardly any thing 
left to reft on as a do&rine of revealed religion. This 
encouraged others to go farther, and to fay that revela- 
tion was a folecifm, ?s plainly appeared by the irrecon- 
cileable differences among thefe Enlighteners (fo they 
were called) of the public, and that man had nothing to 
truft to but the dictates of natural reafon. Another fefc 
of writers, proceeding from this as a point already fet- 
tled, proferibed all religion whatever, and openly taught 
the doftrines of materialifm and atheifm. Moft of 
thefe innovations were the work of Proteftant divines, 
from the caufes that I have mentioned. Teller, Sender, 
JEberhardt, Leffing, Bahrdt, Riem, and Shultz, had 
the chief hand in all thefe innovations. But no man 
contributed more than Nicholai, an eminent and learn- 
ed bookfeller in Berlin. He has been for many years 
ithe publifher of a periodical work, called the General 
German Library (Algemein deutfehe Bibliothek) confid- 
ing of original differtations, and reviews of the writings 
of others. The great merit of this work, on account of 
many learned differtations which appear in it, has pro- 
cured it great influence on that clafs of readers whofe lei- 
furc or capacity did not allow them a more profound 
kind of reading. This is the bulk of readers in every 
country. Nicholai gives a' decided preference to the 
writings of the Enlighteners, and in his reviews treats 
them with particular notice, makes the public fully ac- 
quainted with their works, and makes the moft favora- 
ble comments ; whereas the performance of their oppo- 
nents, or more properly fpeaking, the defenders of the 
National Creeds, are negleflcd, omitted, or barely men- 
tioned, or they are criticifcd with every feverity of ridi- 
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cule and reproach. He, fell upon a very fure method 
of rendering the orthodox writers difagreeable to the 
public, by reprefenting them as the abetters of fuperlti- 
tion, and as fecret Jefuits. He alferts, that the aboli- 
tion of the Order of Loyola is only apparent. The 
Brethren ftill retain their connexion, and moll part of 
their property, under the fecret patronage of Catholic 
Princes. They are, therefore, in every corner, in every 
habit and character, working with unwearied zeal for 
the reftoration of their empire. He raifeda general 
alarm, and made a journey through Germany, hunting 
for Jefuits, and for this purpofe, became Free Mafon 
and Rofycrucian, being introduced by his friends Ge- 
dicke and Biefter, clergymen, publilhers of the Berlin 
Monatfchrift , and mod zealous promoters of the new 
doctrines. This favor he has repaid at his return, by 
betraying the myfteries of the Lodges, and numberleis 
falfchoods. His journey was publilhed in feveral vo- 
lumes, and is full of frightful Jefuitifms. This man, as 
I have faid, found the greateft fuccefs in his method of 
flandering the defenders of Bible-Chriltianity, by repre- 
fenting th«m as concealed Jefuits. But, npt contented 
with open difcuflion, he long ago publilhed a fort of 
romance, called Sebaldus Nothankcr, in which thefe di- 
vines are introduced under feigned names, and made 
as ridiculous and deteftable as polfible. All this was a 
good trading job ; for fceptical and free-thinking wri- 
tings have every where a good market ; and Nicholai 
was not only reviewer, but publilher, having prefles in 
different cities of the Empire. The immenfe literary 
manufacture of Germany, far exceeding that of any na- 
tion of Europe, is carried on in a very particular way. 
The books go in Iheets to the great fairs of Leipfic and 
Frankfort, twice a-year. The bookfellers meet there, 
and fee at one glance the Hate of literature ; and having 
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fpeculated and made their bargains, the books are in- 
ltantly difperfed through every part of the Empire, and 
appear at once in all quarters. Although every Princi- 
pality has an officer for licenfing, it is impoffible to pre- 
vent the currency of a performance, although it may be 
prohibited ; for it is to be had by the carrier at three or 
four miles diftance in another ftate. By this mode of 
traffic, a plot may be formed, and a&ually has been 
formed, for giving any particular turn to the literature 
of the country. There is an excellent work printed at 
Bern by the author Heinzmann, a bookfeller, called. 
Appeal to my Country , concerning a Combination of Wri- 
ters, and Bookfeller s, to rule the Literature of Germany, 
and form the public mind into a contempt for the religion 
and civil ejlablifhments of the Empire. It contains a 
hiftorical account of the publications in every branch of 
literature for about thirty years; The author ffiows, in 
the molt convincing manner, that the prodigious chang* 
from the former fatisfadion of the Germans on thole 
fubje&s to their prefcnt difcontent and attacks from eve- 
ry quarter, is neither a fair picture of the prevailing fen- 
timents, nor has been the fimple operation of things, 
but the refult of a combination of trading Infidels. 

I have here fomewhat anticipated (for I hope to 
point out the fources of this combination,) becaufe it 
helps to explain or illultrate the progrefs of infidelity 
and irreligion that I was fpeaking of. It was much ac- 
celerated by another circumltance. One Bafcdoru , a 
man of talents and learning, fet up, in the Principality 
of Anhalt-DelTau, a Philanthropin e, or academy 
of general education, on a plan extremely different from 
thofe of the Univerfities and Academies. By this ap- 
pellation, the founder hoped to make parents expefl that 
much attention would be paid to the morals of the pu- 



FREE MASONRY. 


n 

pits ; and indeed the programs dr advertifements by 
which Bafedow announced his inftitution to the public, 
defcribed it as the profeffed feminary of practical Ethics. 
Languages, fciences, and the ornamental exercifes, 
were here confidered as mere accefTories, and the great 
aim was, to form the young mind to the love of man- 
kind and of virtue, by a plan of moral education which 
was very fpecious and unexceptionable. But there was 
a circumilance which greatly obftruCted the wide prof- 
peCts of the founder. How were the religious opinions 
of the youth to be cared for ? Catholics, Lutherans, 
and Calvinifts, were almoft equally numerous in the 
adjoining Principalities ; and the exclufion of any two 
of thefe communions would prodigioufly limit the pro- 
pofed ufefulnefs of the inftitution. Bafedow was a man 
of talents, a good fcholar, and a perfuafive writer. He 
framed a fet of rules, by which the education fhduld be 
conduced, and which, he thought, fhould make every 
parent eafy ; and the plan is very judicious and manly. 
But none came but Lutherans. His zeal and intereft. 
in the thing made him endeavour to intereft others ; and 
he found this no hard matter. The people of condition, 
and all fenlible men, faw that it would be a very great 
advantage to the place, could they induce men to fend 
their children from all the neighbouring dates. What 
we wifti, we feadily believe to be the truth ; and Bafe- 
dow’s plan and reafonings appeared complete, and had 
the fupport of all clafles of men. The moderate Cal- 
vinifts, after fome time, were not averfe from them, and 
the literary manufacture of Germany was foon very bu- 
fy in making pamphlets, defending, improving, attack- 
ing and reprobating the plans. Innumerable were the 
projefits for moderating the differences between the 
three Chriftian communions of Germany, and making 
it poflible for the members of them all, not only to live 
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amicably among each other, and to worfliip God in the 
fame church, but even to communicate together. This 
attempt naturally gave rife to much fp^culation and re- 
finement ; and the propofals for amendment of the for- 
mulas and the inftru&ions from the pulpit were profe- 
cuted with fo much keennefs, that the ground-work, 
Chriftianity, was refined and refined, till it vanilhed 
altogether, leaving Deifm, or Natural, or, as it was 
called, Philofophical Religion, in its place. I am not 
much miftaken as to hiftorical fafct, when I fay, that 
the aftonifhing change "in religious do£lrine which has 
taken place in Proteftant Germany within thefe laft 
thirty years was chiefly occafioned by this fcheme of 
Bafedow’s. The pre-difpofing caufes exifted, indeed, 
and were general and powerful, and the diforder had 
already broken out. But this fpecious and enticing 
objeft firft gave a title to Proteftant clergymen to put to 
their hand without rifle of being cenfured. 

Bafedow corrected, and corrected again, but not one 
Catholic came to the Philanthropine. He feems to have 
thought that the beft plan would be, to banifh all pofi- 
tive religion whatever, and that he would then be fute 
of Catholic fcholars. Cardinal Dubois was fo far right 
with refpeft to the firft Catholic pupil of the church. 
He had recommended a man of his own (lamp to Louis 
XIV. to fill fome important office. The monarch was 
aftonifhed, and told the Cardinal, that “ that would 
never do, for the man was a Janfenift ; Eh ! que non, 
Sire,” faid the Cardinal, “ il riejl qu' Athee all was 
fafe, and the man got the priory. But though all was 
in vain, Bafedow’s Philanthropine at Deflau got a high 
character. He publilhed many volumes On education 
that have much merit. 
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. It were well had this been all. But tnoft unfortu- 
nately, though mod naturally, writers of loofe moral 
principles and of wicked hearts were encouraged by the 
impunity which the fceptical writers experienced, and 
ventured to pUblifli things of the viled tendency, inflam- 
ing the paffions and j uftifying licentious manners. Thefe 
maxims are congenial with irreligion and Atheifm, and 
;the books found a quick market. It was chiefly in the 
Pruflian States that this went on. The late King was, 
to fay the bell of him, a natural id, and, holding this 
life for his all, gave full liberty to his fubje&s to write 
.what they pleafed, provided they did not touch on Hate 
matters. He declared, however, to a minilter of his 
.court, long before his death, that “ he was extremely 
.forry that his indifference had produced fuch effefts ; 
that he was fenlible it had greatly contributed to hurt 
the peace and mutual good treatment of his fubjefts;” 
and he faid, “ that he would willingly give up the glory 
of his heft fought battle, to have the fatisfaQion of leav- 
ing his people in the fame Hate of peace and fatisfa&ion 
with their religious effablilhments/ that he found them 
in at his accelhon to the throne.” His fucceffor Fredc- 
. rick William found that things had gone much too far, 
and determined to fupport the church eftablilhment in 
the rood peremptory manner ; but at the fame time to 
. allow perfed freedom of thinking and converfmg to the 
. profeflors of every chriftian faith, provided it was en- 
joyed without diffurbing the general peace, or any en- 
croachment on the rights of thofe already fupported by 
law. He publiihed an edid to this effed, which is re- 
ally a model worthy of imitation in every country. 
This was the epoch of a ftrange revolution. It was at- 
tacked from all hands, and criticifms, fetires, (landers, 
threalcnings, poured in from every 'ijtpir ter. The in. 
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dependency of the neighbouring ftates, and the mo- 
narch’s not being a great favorite among feveral of bis 
neighbours, permitted the publication of thefe pieces in 
the adjoining principalities, at|d it was impoflible to 
.prevent their circulation . even in the Pruflian States. 
•Hi$ ediCt was called an unjudifiablc tyranny over the 
.confciences of men ; the dogmas fupported by it, were 
•called abfurd fuperftitions ; the King’s private character, 
«and his opinions in religious matters, were treated with 
Jittle reverence, nay, were ridiculed and fcandaloufly 
•abufed. This field of difculiion being thus thrown 
■open, the writers did not confine themfelves to religious 
matters. After flatly denying, that the prince of any 
'country had the fmallefl right to prefcribe, or even df- 
reCl the faith of his fubjeQs, they extended their difcuf- 
fions to the rights of princes in general ; and now they 
fairly opened their trenches, and made an attack in form 
-on the conftitutions cf the German confederacy, and 
after the ufual approaches, they fet up the ftandard of 
univerfal citizenfhip on the very ridge of the glacis, and 
.fummoned the fort to furrendqr. The molt daring of 
-thefe attacks was a collection of anonymous letters on 
. the canilitution of the Pruflian States. It was printed 
(or faid tobe.fo) at Utrecht; but by comparing the 
. faults of fome types with fome books printed in Berlin, 
it was fuppofed by all to be the production of one of 
. Nicholas's preffes. It was thought to be the compofi- 
.tion of Mirabeau. It is certain that he wrote a French 
tranflation, with a preface and notes, more impudent 
. than the work itfelf. The monarch was declared to be 
.a . tyrant ; the people are addrefled as a parcel of tame 
. wretches crouching under oppreffion. The people of 
. Silefiaare reprefented as flill in a w r orfe condition, and 
arq repeatedly called to roufe themfelves, and to rife up 
and aflfert their rights. The King is told, that there is a 
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-combination of' philofophers (conjuration) who are 
leagued together in defence of truth and reafon, and 
which no power can withftand ; that they are to be found 
in every country, and are connefted by mutual and fo- 
Jetnn engagement, and will put in praftice every mean 
of attack. Enlightening, inltruftioft, was the general 
cry among the writers." The triumph of reafon over 
.error, the overthrow of fuperftition and flavifh fean, 
freedom from religious and political prejudices, and 
the eflablifhment of liberty and equality, the natural and 
unalienable rights -of man, were the topics of general de- 
clamation; and it was openly maintained^ that fecret fo- 
cieties, where the communication of fentiment fhould 
be free from every reftraint, was the rood effectual 
.mean for indru&ing and enlightening the worlds 

... s 

And thus it appears, that Germany has experienced 
the fame gradual progrefs, from Religion to Atheifm, 
from decency to diffolutenefs, and from loyalty to re- 
bellion, which has had its coorfe in France." And I 
mud now add, that this progrefs has been effe&ed in 
the fame manner, and by the fame means; and that 
one of the chief means of feduftion has been the Lodges 
of the Free Mafons. The French, along with their 
numcrouschevaleries, andftars, and ribbands, had brought 
in the cudom of haranguing in the Lodges, and as hu- 
man nature has a> conliderable uniformity every where,' 
the fame topics became favorite fubjefts of declamation 
-that had tickled the ear in France ; there were the fame 
•corruptions of fentiments and manners among die luxu- 
rious or profligate, and the fame incitements to the ut- 
terance of thefe fentiments, wherever it could be done 
with fafety ; and I may fay, that the zealots in all thefe 
t rafts of free-thinking were more ferious, more grave, 
and fanatical. Thefe arc not aflertions apriori. I can 
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produce proofs. ' There was a Baron Knigge refiding at 
that time in the neighbourhood of Frankfort, of whom 
I fhall afterwards have occafion frequently to fpeak. 
•This man was an enthufiall in Mafonry from his youth, 
and had run through every poflibk degree of it. He 
was diflatisfied with them all, and particularly with the 
frivolity of the French chivalry j but he ftill believed . 
that Mafonry contained invaluable fecrets. He ima- 
gined that he faw a glimpfe of them in the cofmo-poh- 
tical and fceptical difcourfes in their Lodges ; he fat 
•down to meditate on thefe, and foon collefted his 
thoughts, and found that thofe French orators were right 
without knowing it ; and that Mafonry was pure natu- 
ral religion and univerfal citizenlhip, and that this was 
alfo true Chriftianity. In this faith he immediately be- 
gan his career of Brotherly love, and publilhed three 
volumes of fermons j the firft and third publilhed at 
•Frankfort, and the feeond at Heidelberg, but without 
his name. He publilhed alfo a popular fyftem of reli- 
gion. In all thefe publications, of which there are ex- 
trafls in the Religions Begehenheiten , Chriftianity is con- 
fidered as a mere allegory, or a Mafonic type of natu- 
ral religion ; the moral duties are fpun into the com- 
mon-place declamations of univerfal benevolence ; and 
the attention is continually direftcd to the abfurdities 
and horrors of fuperftition, the fufferings of the poor, 
the tyranny and oppreffion of the great, the tricks of the 
priefts, and the indolent fimplicity and patience of the 
laity and of the common people. . The happinels of the 
patriarchal life, and fweets of univerfal equality and 
freedom, are the burden of every paragraph ; and the 
general tenor of the whole is to make men difcontented 
with their condition of civil fubordination. and the re- 
ftraints of revealed religion. 
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■ AH the proceedings of Knigge in the Mafonic fchiftns 
Ihow that he was a zealous apoftle of cofmo-politifm, 
and that he was continually dealing with people in the 
Lodges who were alfociated with him in propagating 
thefe notions among the Brethren ; fo that we are cer- 
tain that fetch converfations were common in the Ger- 
man Lodges. 

When the reader confiders all thefe circumftances, ha 
■will abate of that furprife which naturally a I Feds a Bri- 
ton, when he reads accounts of conventions for difeuf- 
fingand fixing the dogmatic tenets of Free Mafonry. 
Theperfeft freedom, civil and religious, which we en- 
joy in this Happy country* being fhmiliar to every man, 
we indulge it with calmnefs and moderation, and feerct 
affemblies hardly differ from the common meetings of 
friends and neighbours. We do not forget the expedi- 
ency of civil fubordination, and of thofe diftinctions 
which arife from fecure poffeflion of our rights, and the 
gradual accumulation of the comforts of life in the fami- 
lies of the fober and induftrious. Thefe have, by pru- 
dence and a refpefclable ceconomy, preferved the acqui- 
fitions of their anceftors. Every man feels in his own 
breaft the ftrong call of nature to procure for himfelf 
and his children, by every honeft and commendable ex- 
ertion, the means of public confideration and refpect. 
No man is fo totally without fpirit, as not to think the 
better of his condition when he is come of creditable pa- 
rents, and has creditable connexions ; and without think- 
ing that he is in any relpefct generous, he prefumes that 
others have the fame fentiments, and therefore allows 
the moderate exprellion of them, without tHinkihg it in- 
folence or haughtinefs. All thefe things are familial*, 
are not thought of, and we enjoy them as we enjoy ordi- 
nary health, without perceiving it. But in the fame man- 
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ner as a young man who has been long confined by 'fick- 
nefs, exults in returning health, and is apt to riot in tho 
enjoyment of what he fo diftin&ly feels ; fo thole whQ 
are under continual check in open fociety, feel this 
emancipation in thefe hidden aflemblies, and indulgq 
ivitheagemefs in the expreffion of fentiments which in 
public they mull; fmother within their own bread. Such 
, meetings, therefore, have a zed that is very alluring, 
and they are frequented with avidity. There is no coun- 
try in Europe where this kind of enjoyment is fo poig- 
nant as in Germany. Very infignificant principalities 
have the fame rank in the General Federation with very 
ex ten five dominions. The internal conditution of each 
petty date being modelled in nearly the fame manner, 
the official honors of their little courts become ludi- 
crous and even farcical. The Geheim Hofrath, the 
Hofmarefchal, and all the Kammerhers of a Prince* 
whofe dominions do not equal the edates of many En- 
glifli Squires, caufe the whole to appear like the play of 
•children, and mud give frequent occafion fordifeontent 
and ridicule. Mafon Lodges even keep this alive. The 
fraternal equality profefled in them is very flattering to 
thofe who have not fucceedcd in the fcramble for civil 
diflinQions. Such perfons become the mod zealous 
Mafons, and generally obtain the aflive offices in the 
.Lodges, and have an opportunity of treating with au- 
thority perfons whom in public fociety they mull look 
up to with fome refpetL 

Thefe confiderations account, in fome meafure, for 
the importance which Free Mafonry has acquired in 
Germany. Fora long while the hopes of learning fome 
wonderful fecret made a German Baron think nothing 
of long and expenfivc journies in qued of fome new 
degree. Of late, the cofmo-political do£trines encou- 
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raged and propagated in the Lodges, and forae hopes of 
producing a Revolution in fociety, by which men of ta- 
lents ffiould obtain .the management of public affairs, 
feem to be the caufe of all the zeal with which the or- 
der is ftill cherilhed and promoted. In a periodical 
■work, publifhed at Neuwied, called Algemein Zeitung 
der Freyjnaurerey., we have the lift -of the Lodges in 
1782, with the names of the Office-bearers. Four- 
fifths of thefe are clergymen, profeflors, perfons having 
•offices in the common-law courts, men of letters by 1 
trade, fuch as reviewers and journalifts, and other pam- 
phleteers ; a clafs of men, who generally think that they 
have not attained, that rank in fociety to which their ta- 
lents entitle them, and imagine that they could dif- 
charge the important offices of the ftate with reputation 
to themfelves and advantage to the public. 

The miferable uncertainty and inftability of the Ma- 
fonic faith, which I defcribed above, was not altogether 
‘theeffe&of mere chance, but had been greatly accelerated 
by the machinations of Baron Knigge, and fome other 
Cofino-pol ideal Brethren whom he had called to his af- 
fiftance. Knigge had now formed a fcheme for uniting 
the whole Fraternity, for the purpofe of promoting his 
Utopian plan of univerfal benevolence in a ftate of li- 
berty and equality. He hoped to do this more readily 
by completing their embarraffment, and fhewing each 
fyftem how imfirm its foundation vis, and how little 
chance it had of obtaining a general adherence. The 
Strict ten Obfervanz had now completely loft its credit, 
by Which it had hoped to get the better of all the reft. 
Knigge therefore propofed a plan to the Lodges of 
Frankfort and Wetzlar, by which all the fyftems might, 
in fome meafure, be united, or at lead be brought to'a 
-ftate-of. mutual forbearance and. intetcourfe. He.prd- 
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•pofcd that the Englilh fyftem Ihould be taken fot th<? 
.ground-work, and to receive all and only thofe who ha4 
taken the three fymbolical degrees, as they were, now 
generally called. After thus guarding this general point 
of faith, he propofed to allow the validity of every de- 
gree or rank which fhould be received in any Lodge, or 
be made the character of any particular fyftem. Thefe 
Lodges,, having fccured the adherence of feveral others, 
brought about a general conventional Willemfbad in Hai- 
-nault, where every different fyltem Ihould communi- 
.cate its peculiar tenets. It was then hoped, that after 
an examination of them all, a conftitution might be 
.formed, which comprehended every thing that was moft 
.worthy of fe left ion, and therefore be far better than, the aq- 
jCommodating fyftem already deferibed. By this he ho- 
ped to get hi§ favorite fcheme introduced into the whole 
Order, and Free Mafons made zealous Citizens of the 
.World. ' I believe he was fincerc in thefe intentions, 

• and had no intention to difturb the public peace. The 
convention was accordingly held, and lafted a long while, 
-the deputies confulting about the frivolities of Mafonry, 
.with all the ferioufnefs of ftate-ambaffadors. But there 

was great Ihynefs in their communications ; and Knigge 
was making but fmall progrefs in his plan, when he met 
.with another Mafon, the Marquis of Conftanza, who in 

• an inftant converted him, and changed all his meafures, 
by Ihowing him that he (Knigge) was only doing by 
halves what was already accomplifhed by another Soci- 
ety, which had carried it to its full extent. They im- 
mediately fet about undoing what he had been occupi- 
ed with, and heightened as much as they could the dif- 

' fentions, already fufficiently great, and, in the mean 
time, got the Lodges of Frankfort and Wetzlar, and fe- 
veral others, to unite, and pick out the beft of the things 
they had obtained by the communications . fr.om the 
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other fyftems, and they formed a plan of ■what they 
called, the EckBic or Syncriiic Mafonry of the United 
Lodges of Germany. They compofed a conftiiution, 
ritoalj and catecbrfm, -which has merit, and is indeed 
the completed body of Free Mafonry that we have. 

Such was the ftatyj bf jfeis edebfirted and myfterious 
Fraternity in Germany in 177 6. The Ipirit of innova- 
tion had feized all the Brethren. No man cocdd give a 
tolerable account of the origin, hiftoTy, or objeft of 
the Order, and it appeared to all as a loft or forgotten 
myftery. The fymbols feemed to be equally fufeepti- 
bleof every interpretation, and none of thefe leaned 

feuded to any decided preference. 

< . . ■ .... ' 
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JL AM now arrived at what I Ihould call the great 
epoch of Cqfmo-politifm, the fcheme communicated to 
Baron Knigge by the Marchefe di Conjlanza. This 
obliges me to mention a remarkable Lodge of the Eclec- 
tic Mafonry, erefted at Munich in Bavaria, in 1775, 
under the worlhipful Maker, Profeffor Baader. It. was 
called The Lodge Theodore of Good Counfel. It had its 
conftitutional patent from the Royal York at Berlin, 
but had formed a particular fyftem of its own, by in- 
ftruftions from the Loge des Chevaliers Bienfaifants at 
Lyons, with which it kept up a correfpondence. This 
refpeft to the Lodge at L^ons had arifen from the pre- 
ponderance acquired in general by the French party in 
the convention at Willemlbad. The deputies of the 
Rofaic Lodges, as well as the remains of the Templars, 
and Striven Obfervanz, all looking up to this as the mo- 
ther Lodge of what they called the Grand Orient de la 
France , confiding (in 1782) of 266 improved Lodges, 
united under the D. de Chartres. Accordingly the 
Lodge at Lyons fent Mr. Willermooz as deputy to this 
convention at Willemlbad. Refining gradually on the 
limple Britilh Mafonry, the Lodge had formed a fyftem 
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of practical morality,' which it aflerted to be the aim of 
genuine Mafonry, faying, that a true Mafon* and a 
man of upright heart and a£Uve virtue^ are fynonymous' 
chara&ers, and that the great aim of 1 Free Mafonry is* 
to promote the happinefs of mankind by every mean iii 
our power. In purfuahce of thefe principles, the Lodge 
Theodore profeffedly occupied itfelf with ceconomical, 
ftatiftical, and political matters, and not only publifhed 
from time to time difcourfes on fuch fubjefts by thei 
Brother Orator, but the Members confidered themfelreS 
as in duty bound to propagate and inculcate the fame 
doCtrines out of doors. 

* Of the zealous members of the Lodge Theodore the 
mofi corifpicuous was Dr. Adam Weifhaupt, Profeflbr 
of Canon Law in the univerfity of Ingdftadt. Thi^ 
perfon had been educated among the Jefuits; but the 
abolition of their order made him change his views, and 
from being their pupil, he became their moft bitter ene- 
my. He had acquired a high reputation in his profef- 
fion, and was attended not only by thofe intended for 
the pra&ice in the law-courts, but alfo by the. young 
gentlemen at large, in their courfe of general educati- 
on ; and he brought numbers from the neighbouring 
Rates to this univerfity, and gave a ton to the ftudies of 
the place. He embraced with great keennefs this op- 
portunity of Spreading the favorite doCtrines of the' 
Lodge, and his auditory became the feminary of Cof- 
mo-politifm. The engaging pictures of the polfible fe- 
licity of a fociety where every ofrice'is held by a man of 
talents and virtue, and where every talent is fet in a 
place fitted for its exertion, forcibly catches the gene- 
rous and unfufpeCting minds of youth, and in a Roman 
Catholic Rate, far advanced in the habits of grofs fuper- 
ftition (a character given to Bavaria by its neighbours) 
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and abounding in monks and kite dignitaries, the op, 
portunities mud bn frequent for obferving the inconfi* 
derate dominion of the clergy, and the abjeft and iodo, 
fent fubraiffioo , of . the laity. Accordingly Pro fe (Tor 
Weifhaupt fays, in hi» Apology for Itluminatifm, that 
Deifnv lnhdclity, and Atheiim are more prevalent ii> 
Havaria than in any country, he , was acquainted with; 
Pifcpurfes, therefore, in- which the abfurdity and hor* 
xors of fuperftition and fpiritual tyranny were ftrongl)! 
painted, could not fril of making a deep irapreffion. 
And during this, date qf-the minds of the auditory the 
tranfition to general infidelity and irreligion if! fo cafy, 
and fo inviting to- fanguine youth, prompted perhaps * 
by. a. latent with that the reftrain ts which religion impo, 
fes on the expe&antsof a future date might be found, 
pn enquiry, to be nothing but groundlefr terrors ; tint 
I ipiagipe it require* the mod anxious care of the public 
qeaqher to keep the minds of his. audience irapreffed 
with the reality and importance of the great truths of re, 
figion, while he frees them from the fhackles of blind 
and abfurd fuperftition,. . I fear that this celebrated in. 
ftru&or .had none of this anxiety, but was iatisfied with 
his great fuccefs in the lad part of this talk, the eman, 
cipation of his .young hearers from the terrors of fuper T 
frition. I fuppofe alfo that this was the more agreeable 
to him, as it procured him the triumph qver the Jefuits, 
with whom he had long ftruggledfor the direction of the 
nniverfity. 

This was in 1777. Weilbaupt had long been fchem* 
ing the edabhihment of an AffociatioD or Order, which, 
in time, fhould govern the world. In his fird fervour 
and high- expectations, he hinted to feveral Ex-Jefuit* 
the probability of their recovering, under a new name, 
the influence which they formerly poffdTcd, and of bee 
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lug again <>f great . fervice to fociety, by directing the 
education of youth erf - diftin&ion, now emancipated 
from all civil and religious prejudices. He prevailed 
en fome to' join' him) but they a)l retraced but two. 
After this difappointment Wejlhaupt became the implac- 
cable enemy of the jefuits ; and his (anguine tempef 
nade him frequently lay hirofelf open to their piercing 
eye, and drew on him their keened refen ttnent, and at 
M made him the vittim of their enmity. 

£ 

The Lodge Theodore was the place where the above* 
mentioned do&rines were mod zealoudy propagated. 
But Weilhaupt’s emiflaries had already procured the 
tdljerence of many other Lodges ; and the Ecle&ic Mat 
fcnry had been brought into vogue chiefly by their ex T 
cnions at the Willemibad convention.' The Lodge 
Theodore was perhaps lefs guarded in its proceedings* 
for it became remarkable for die very bold fentimenu 
in polities and religion which were frequently uttered in 
(heir harangues ; and its members were noted for their 
zeal in making profelytes. Many bitter pafquinades* 
fetires, and other offenfive pamphlets were in fecret cir- 
culation, and even larger works of very dangerous ten- 
dency, and feveral of them were traced to that Lodge. 
The Ele&or often exprefled his difapprobation of fuch 
proceedings, and fent them, kind meflages, defiring them 
to be careful not to difturb the peace of the country, 
and particularly to recollcfk the folemn declaration made 
to every entrant into the Fraternity of Free Mafons, 
“ That no fubjeft of religion or politics fhall ever be 
touched on in the Lodge j” a declaration which alone 
could have procured his permiflion of any fecret aflem. 
bly whatever, and on the fincerity and honor of which 
he had reckoned when he gave his fanction to their efta- 
MUhment. Bui repeated accounts of the fame kind in- 
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fcreafed the alarm, and the Eleftor ordered a judicial 
inquiry into the proceedings of the Lodge Theodore. ’ 

• It was then difeovered that this and feveral aflociated 
Lodges were the nurfery or preparation-fehool for ano;- 
ther Order of Mafons, who called themfelves the I l lo- 
mi nat ed, and that the exprefs aim of this Order was 
to abolilh Chriftianity, and overturn all civil govern- 
ment. But the refult of the enquiry was very imper- 
fect and unfatisfaftory. No Illuminati were to be 
found. ' They were unknown in the Lodge. Some of 
the members occafionally heard of certain candidates 
for illumination called Mi nervals, who were fome- 
times fecn among them. But whether thefe had been 
admitted, or who received them, was known only to 
themfelves. Some of thefe were examined in private 
by the Eleftor himfelf. They faid that they were bound 
by honor to fecrecy : But they afTured the Eleftor, on 
their honor, that the aim of the Order was in the high- 
eft degree praife-worihy, and ufeful both to church and 
ftate : But this could not allay the anxiety of the pro- 
fane public ; and it was repeatedly ftated to the Eleftor, 
that members of the' Lodge Theodore had unguardedly 
fpoken of this Order as one that in time mult rule the 
world. He therefore iflued an order forbidding, dur- 
ing his pleafiire, all fecret aflemblies, and fliutting up 
the Mafon Lodges. It was not meant to be rigoroufly 
enforced, but was intended as a trial of the deference of 
thefe Afiociations for civil authority. The Lodge 
Theodore diftinguilhed itfelf by pointed oppofitioni 
continuing its meetings ; and the members, out of doors, 
openly reprobated the prohibition as an abfurd and un- 
juftifiable tyranny. 
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, In the beginning of 1783, four profeflors of the Mas 
rianen Academy, founded by the widow of the late 
Elector, viz. Utfchneider, Coflandey, Renner, and 
Grunberger, with two others, were fummoned before 
the Court of Enquiry, and queltioned, on their alle- 
giance, refpeQing the Order of the Illuminati. They 
acknowledged that they belonged to it, and when more 
dofely examined, they related feveral circumftances of 
its conftitution and principles. Their declarations were 
immediately publilhed, and were very unfavorable. 
The Order was faid to abjure Chrihianity, and to re* 
fufe admiflion into the higher degrees to all who adher- 
ed to any of the three confeflions. Senfual plea fu res 
were reftored to the rank they held in the Epicurean 
philofophy. Self-murder was juftified on Stoical prin- 
ciples: In the Lodges death was declared an eternal 
fleep ; patriotifm and loyalty were called narrow-mind- 
ed prejudices, and incompatible with univerfal benevo- 
lence ; continual declamations were made on liberty and 
equality as the unalienable rights of man. The baneful 
influence of accumulated property was declared an in- 
Xuraiountablc obftacle to the happinefs of any nation 
whofe chief laws were framed for its prote&ion and in- 
creafe. Nothing was fo frequently difeourfed of as the 
•propriety of employing* for a good purpofe, the means 
which the wicked employed for evil purpofes ; and jt 
was taught, that the preponderancy of good in the ulti- 
mate refult confecrated every mean employed ; and that 
wifdom and virtue confided in properly determining 
this balance.- This appeared big with danger ; becaufe 
it appeared that nothing would be fcruplcd at, if wc 
could make it appear that the Order could derive advan- 
tage from it, becaufe the great object of the Order was 
held as fuperior to every confideration. They con- 
cluded by faying that the method of education made 
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them all fpies on each other add 6n all around them. 
But all this was denied by the Illuminati. Sortie of 
them were fard tt> be abfolutely falfe ; and the reft were 
faid to be miftakes. The apoftate profeflbrs liad ac- 
knowledged their ignorance of many things. Two of 
them were only MinerVats, another was an Illuroinatus 
of the lowell clafe, and the fourth was but one ftep far- 
ther advanced. Pamphlets appeared on both fides, with 
very little effeft. The Elector called before him one 
of the fuperiors, a young hobleroan, who denied thefe 
injurious charges, and faid that they were ready to lay 
before his Higbnefs their whole archives and all confti- 

tutiotial papers. 

1 

> Notwithftanding all this, the government had receiv* 
Jed fuch an imprelfaon of the dangerous tendency of the 
Order, that the Ele£tor iflued another ediS, forbidding 
■all hidden affemblies ; and a third, exprefsly abolifhing 
the Order of Illuminati. It was followed by a fearch 
after their papers. The Lodge Theodore was immedi- 
ately fearched, but none wire to be found. They faid 
now that they had burnt them all, as of no ufe, fince 
•that Order was at an end. 

It was now difcovered, that Weilhaupt was the head 
and founder of the Order. He Was deprived of his 
■ Profeffor’s chair, and banifhed from the Bavarian 
States ; but with a penfion of 800 florins, which he re- 
fufed. He went to Regenfburg, On the confines of 
Switzerland. Two Italians, the Marquis Conftanza 
and Marquis SaVioli, were alfo banifhed, with equal 
penfions (about L. 40) which they accepted. One 
Zwack, a counfellor, holding fome law -office, was alfo 
banifhed. Others were imprifonOd for fome time. 
Weilhaupt went afterwards into die fervice of the D. of 
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Saxe Gotha, a perfon of a romaritic tom of tpipd, and . 1 
Whom we (hall again meet with. Zwack went into the' 
Service of the Pr. de Salma, who foon after hidfo gteat 
a band in the disturbances in Holland. 

* 1 * , » t 

I 

; By deftroying the papers, all opportunity Was lofffor * 
authenticating the innocence and ufefulnefs of the Car- 
der. After itiuch altercation and paper war, Weif-^ 
hiupt, now Shffe in Regenlhurg, published an account' 
of the Order, namely, the account' which VasgivCri to 1 
every Novice in a difcourfe read at his reception. To this 
vete added, the Statutes and the" rules of proceeding, as 
far as the degree of IUuminaius Minor , inclusive.' This* 
atcount he affirmed to be conform to the real praQice 
of the'Order. But this publication did by ho means Sa- 
tisfy the public mind. It differed exceedingly from the 
accounts given by the four profeffors. It made no ‘ 
mention ‘ of the higher degrees, which had been moll 
blamed by theon Befides, it was alleged, that it was 
alia fi&ion, written in order to lull the fufpicions which 
had been raifed (and this was found to be the. cafe, ex-, 
cept in refpeCt of the very loweft degree.) THe real 
constitution was brought to light by degrees, and ft^ill 
be laid before the reader, in the order in which it was 
gradually discovered, that We may the better judge of* 
things not fully known by the conduct of the leaders du. 
fing the deteftion. The firlt account given by Weif- 
haupt is correCl, as far as I Shall make ufe of it, and’ 
ffiows clearly the methods that were taken to recom- 
mend the Order to Strangers. 

The Order of Illuminati appears as an acceSforjr 
to Free Mafonry. It is in the Lodges of Free Mafcms 
that the Minervals are found, and tkefa they are pre- 
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pared for Illumination. They mull have previoufly 
obtained the three Englifh degrees. The founder fays 
ipore. He fays that his dodrines are the only true Free 
Mafonry. He was the chief promoter of the EcleElic 
Syjlcm. This he urged as the bed method for getting 
information of all the explanations which have been gi- 
ven of the Mafonic Mylleries. He was alfo a Strict 
Obfervanz , and an adept R'ofy crucian. The refult of 
all his knowledge is worthy of particular remark, and 
fhall therefore be given at large. 

, “ I declare,” fays he, “ and I challenge all mankind 
to contradid my declaration, that no man can give any 
account of the Order of Free Mafonry, of its origin, 
of its hiftory, of its objed, nor any explanation of its 
myfteries and fymbols, which does not leave the mind 
in total uncertainty on all thefe points. Every man is 
entitled, therefore, to give any explanation of the fym- 
bols, and any fyftem of the dodrines, that he can ren- 
der palatable. Hence have fprung up that variety of 
fyftems which for twenty years have divided the Order. 
The Ample tale of the Englifh, and the fifty degrees of 
the French, and the Knights of Baron Hunde, are 
equally authentic, and have equally had the fupport of 
intelligent and zealous Brethren. Thefe fyftems are in 
fad but one. They have all fprung from the Blue 
Lodge of Three degrees; take thefe for their ftandard, 
and found on thefe all the improvements by which each 
fyftem is afterwards fuited to the particular objed which 
it keeps in view. There is no man, nor fyftem, in the 
world, which can fhow by undoubted fuccefiion that it 
fhould ftand at the head of the Order. Our ignorance 
in this particular frets me. Do but confider our fhort 
hiftory of 1 20 years. — Who will fhow me the Mother 
Lodge? Thofe of London we have difeovered to be 
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felf-erefled in 1716. Aik for their archives. They tell 
you they were burnt. They have nothing but the 
wretched fophiftications of the Englilhman Anderfon, 
and the Frenchman Defaguilliers. Where is the Lodge 
of York, which pretends to the priority,' with their 
King Bouden, and the archives that he brought frorh 
the Eaft ? Thefe too are all burnt. What is the Chap- 
ter of Old Aberdeen, and its Holy Clericate ? Did we 
not find it unknown, and the Mafon Lodges there thfc 
molt ignorant of all the ignorant, gaping for in ft ruction 
from our deputies ? Did we not find the fame thing a't 
London ? And have not their miflionaries been among 
ns, prying into our myfteries, and eager to learn from 
us what is true Free Mafonry ? It is in vain, therefore, 
to appeal to judges; they are no where to be found ; 
all claim for themfelves the feeptre of the Order ; ail 
indeed are on an equal footing. They obtained follow- 
ers, not from their authenticity, but from their condu- 
civenefs to the end which they propofed, and from the 
importance of that end. It is by this fcale that we mult 
meafure the mad and wicked explanations of the Rofy- 
crucians, the Exorcilts, and Cabalilts. Thefe are re- 
jected by all good Mafons, becaufe incompatible with 
focial happinefs. Only fuch fyftems as promote this 
are retained. But alas, they are all fadly deficient, be- 
caufe they leave us under the dominion of political and 
religious prejudices ; and they are as inefficient as the 
fleepy dofe of an ordinary fermon. 

“ But I have contrived an explanation which has eve- 
ry advantage ; is inviting to Chriftians of every comma- 
nion ; gradually frees them from all religious prejudi- 
ces ; cultivates the focial virtues ; and animates them 
by a great, a feafible, and fpcedy profpect of univerlkl 
happinefs, iija ftatc of liberty and moral equality, freed 
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ftam the obftacles -which fubordioation,, rank, and richer 
continually throw in our way, My explanation is accu- 
rate, and complete, my means are effe&ual, and irre- 
iftibk.. Our fecret Affociation works in a way that 
Clothing can witbftaod, and man Jhall j (bon be jrce and 

mm- 

u This is the great objeCt held out by this Affociati- 
.on : and the means of attaining it is Illumination, en- 
lightening the underftanding by the fun of reafon, which 
yill dilpel the clouds of fuperftition and of prejudice. 
.The proficients in this Order are therefore juftly named 
the Illuminated. And of all Illumination which hu- 
man reafon can give, none is comparable to the difco- 
very of what we are, our nature, our obligations, what 
ihappinefs we are capable of, and what arc the means of 
attaining it. In companion with this, the moft brilliant 
fciences are but amufements for the idle and luxurious 
.To fit man by Illumination for a£live virtue, to engage 
/him to it by .the ftrongeft motives, to render the attain- 
ment of it eafy and certain, by finding employment for 
.^very talent* and by placing every talent in. its proper 
fphere of aftion, fo that all, without feeling any extra- 
ordinary effort, and in conjunction with and completion 
of ordinary bufinefs, (hall urge forward, with united 
. powers, the general talk. This indeed will be an em- 
ployment fuited to noble natures, grand in its views, 
and delightful in its exercife. 

** And what is this general objeft ? Thehappiness 
of the human race. Is it not diftrelling to age- 
nerous mind, after contemplating what human nature is 
. capable of, to fee how little we enjoy ? When we look 
at this goodly world, and fee that every man may be 
happy r but that the happinefe of one depends on, the 
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condu&of another ; when we fee the wicked fo powerful^ 
and the good To weak ; and that it is in vain to drive, 
fingly and alone, againft the general current of vice and 
opprefiion j the wilh naturally arifes in the mind, that 
it were poifible to form a durable combination of tlic 
mod worthy perfons, who ihould work together -in re- 
moving the obdacles to human happinefs, become ter- 
rible to the wicked, and give their aid to all the good 
■without didinEion, and ihould by the mod powerful 
means, fird fetter, and by fettering, leflen vice ; means 
which at the fame time ihould promote virtue, by ren- 
dering the inclinadon to rectitude, hitherto too feeble, 
more powerful and engaging. Would not fuch an affu- 
ciation be a bleffing to the world ? , 

“ But where are the proper perfons, the good, the 
generous, and the accompliihed, to be found? and 
how, and by what drong motives, are they to be indu- 
xed to engage in a talk fo vaft, fo iocefiaot, fo difficult, 
and fo laborious ? This Aifociation quid be gradual. 
There are. fo me fuch perfons to be found in every focie- 
ty. Such noble minds will be engaged by the heart- 
warming objeft. The fird talk of the Aifociation mud 
therefore be to form the young members. As thefe 
multiply and advance, they become the apodles of be- 
neficence, and the work is now on foot, and advances 
with a fpeed encreafing every day. The flighted obfer- 
vation {hows that nothing will fo much contrrbute to in- 
creafe the zeal of the members as fecret union. We 
- fee with what keennefs and zeal the frivolous bu fine Is of 
Free Mafonry is conduced, by perfons knit together 
by the fecrecy of their union. It is needlefs to enquire 
■ into the cauies of this zeal which iecrecy produces. It 
isan univerfal faft, confirmed by thehidoryof every 
Let this urcmnftauce of our conditution theie- 
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fore be direfted to this noble purpofe, and then all the 
objeftions urged again!! it by jealous tyranny and af- 
frighted fuperftition will vanilh. The Order will thus 
work filently, and fecurely ; and though the generous 
benefaftors of the human race are thus deprived of the 
applaufe of the world, they have the noble pleafure of 
feeing their work profper in their hands.” 

. Such is the aim, and fuch are the hopes of the Order 
of the Illuminated. Let us now fee how thefe were to 
be accomplifhed. We cannot judge precifely of this, 
becaufe the account given of the conflitution of the Or- 
•der by its founder includes only the lowefl degree, and 
even this is fufpehled to be fi&itious. The accounts 
given by the four Profeffors, even of this part of the 
; Order, make a very different impreffion on the mind, 
although they differ only in a few particulars. 

The only oftenfible members of the Order were the 

• Minervals. They were to be found only in the Lodges 
of Free Mafons. A candidate for admiffion mufl make 

• his wifh known to fome Minerval ; he reports it to a 
Superior, who, by a channel to be explained prefently, 
intimates it to the Council. No notice is farther taken 
of it for fome time. The candidate is carefully obfer- 
ved in filence, and if thought unfit for the Order, no 
notice is taken of his -felicitation. But if otherwife, the 
candidate receives privately an invitation to a confer- 
ence.- Here he meets with a perfon unknown to him, 
and, previous to all further conference, he is required 
to perufe and to fign the following oath. 

“ I N. N. hereby bind myfclf, by mine honor and 
good name, forfwearing'all mental refervation, never to 
reveal, by hint, word, writing, or in any manner what* 
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eve r, even to my tnoft trufted friend, any thing that 
fhall now be faid or done to me refpeQing my wifhed- 
for reception, and this whether my reception fhall fol- 
low or net ; I being previoufly afTured that it fhall con- 
tain nothing contrary to religion, the ftate, nor good 
manners. I promife, that I fhall make no intelligible 
extraft from any papers which fhall be fhewn me now 
or during my noviciate. All this I fwear, as I am, 
and as I hope to continue, a Man of Honor.” 

. The urbanity of this proteftation mud agreeably im- 
prefs the mind of a perfon who recolle&s the dreadful im- 
precations which he made at his reception into the dif- 
ferent ranks of Free Mafonry. The candidate is then 
introduced to an Jlluminatus Dirigens , -whom perhaps 
, he knows, and is told that this perfon is to be his future 
inftruftor. There is now prefented to the candidate, 
what they call a table, in which he writes his name, place 
of birth, age, rank, place of refidence, profeffion, and 
favorite fludies. He is then made to read feveral arti- 
cles of this table. It contains, lft. a very concife ac- 
count of the Order, v its connexion with Free Mafonry, 
and its great objefl, the promoting the happinefs of 
mankind by means of inftruftion and confirmation in 
virtuous principles, ad. Several queflions relative to 
the Order. Among thefe are, “What advantages he 
hopes to derive from being a member ? What he moft 
particularly wifhes to leam ? What delicate queflions 
relative to the life, the profpeQs, the duties of man, as 
an individual, and as a citizen, he wifhes to have parti- 
cularly difeuffed to him ? In what refpe£tshe thinks he 
can be of ufe to the Order ? Who are his anceflors, re- 
lations, friends, correfpondents, or enemies P Whom 
he thinks proper perfons to be received into the Order, 
or whom he thinks unfit for it, and the reafons for both 
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opinions ?' 'To each of theft queftions he muff give 0 
fome anfwer in writing. 

The Novice and his Mentor are known only to each 
other ; perhaps nothing more follows upon this ; if 
o'therwife, the Mentor appoints another conference, and 
begins his inftruftions, by giving him in detail- certain 
portions of the conftitution, and of the fundamental* 
rules of the Order. Of thefe' the Novice mufrgive a ; 
weekly account in writing. He mull alfo read, in the 
Mentor’s htrufe, a hook containing more of the inftruc- 
trons of the Order ; but he muff make no extracts. Yet- 
from this reading he muff 1 derive all his knowledge ; and 
hfe muff give an account in writing of his progrefs. AH 
writings received from his Superiors muff be returned 
vtith a ftated punctuality. Thefe writings cohfift chiefly' 
of important and delicate queftions, fuited, -either to 
the particular inclination, or to the peculiar tafte which 
the candidate had difeovered in his fubferiptiorts of the* 
articles of the table, and m his former referipts, or to 
the direction which the Mentor ' wffhes to give to his’ 
thoughts. 

' ' Enlightening the underftandlng,* and the rooting out’ 
df prejudices, are pointed oat ta him as the principal 
talks of his noviciate. The knowledge of himfclf is con- 
lidered as preparatory to all other knowledge. To dif-‘ 
dofe to him, by means of the calm' and unbiased obfer- 
' vation of his inftruftdr,' what is his own chara&er, his 
tiioft vulnerable fide, either in refpeft of temper, paf- 
‘ Irons, or prepofleffions, is therefore the moft eflential 
" fervice that can be done him. For this purpofe there is 
required of him fome account of his own coriduft on 
OCCafions whei e be doubted of its propriety ; fome ac- 
count of his fricndfiiips, of his differences of opinion. 
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end of his conduft on fuch occafions. From fuch’ rela- 
tions the Superior learns his manner of thinking and 
judging, and thofe propenfities which require his chief 
attention. 

{ . . . » 

Having made the candidate acquainted with himfelf^ 
he is apprifed that the Order is not a fpeculative, but 
•an a&ive afTociation, engaged in doing good to others. 
‘The knowledge of- human chara&er is therefore of all 
-others the mod important. This is acquired only by* 
‘obfervation, affifted by the inftru&fonsof his teacher. 
-Chara&ers in hiftpry are propofed to him forobferva- 
tion, and his opinion is required.; After this he is di- 
refted to look- around him, and to notice the condu& 
ofother men ; and part of his weekly refcripts mud con- 
fid of accounts of all intereding occurrences in his neigh- 
bourhood, whether of a public or private nature. Cof- 
' landey, one of the four. Profeffors,. gives a particular 
account of the indrii&ions relating to. this kind of. foi- 

• ence. “ The Novice mud be attentive, to trifles : For, 

- in frivolous occurrences a man is indolent, and makes 
no eifort to a& a part, ’fo that his real chara&er is then 
a&ing alone. Nothing will have fuch influence with the 

- Superiors in promoting the advancement of a candidate 
as very copious narrations of this kind, becaufe the can- 
didate, if promoted, 1 is .to be. employed in an a&ive 
Aation, and it is from this kind of information only that 
the Superiors can judge of his fxtnefs. Thefe chara&er- 
iftic anecdotes are not for the indru&ion of. the Supe- 
riors, who are men of long experience, and familiar 

• with fuch occupation. : But they inform the .Ordet coil- 
ceming the talents and.proficiency of. foe young mem- 

• her. Scientific indru&ion, being conne&ed by fydem, 
■ is foon communicated, and may in- general be very conu 

: N . . ' ' 
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pfetety obtained from (He books which are recommend* 
led -to the Novice* and acquired in the public feitoinarie* 
of inftnuftion. r But knowledge of chara&er is more 
multifarious and more delicate. For this there is no 
college, and it muft therefore require longer time for its 
jutaintdeftt. ;Befides, this affiduousahd long oootinued 
$Udy of Jtoen, enables the pofleffby of fucb knowledge 
.!©,*& with men* and fey his knowledge of their charac- 
ter, to influence their cogdv&. For fuch reafons this 
dHidy is continued* and thefe referiptsare requited* dur- 
.ing the whole progrefs through the Order* and attention 
-to them is recommended as the only mead of advance- 
ment. ; ^Remarks on. Phyfiognonpiy in thefe narrations 
rase accounted ofeon&derabk Value.”. So far Mr. Gof- 

- fandey. • ■ v 

During all this trial, which i»ay laft one, two, dr 

■ three years, the Novice lulbvBs do ptifon of the Order 

- hat his own inftruftor, with wham he has. frequent meet- 

■ ings,. along with other Minervals. In ithefa cOnverfafci- 
tms he .learns the importance of the Order, and the op- 

‘ poTtunities he will afterwards have of acquiring much 
hidden Science. The employment of his. unknown Su- 

- periors naturally caufes him to entertain very high no- 
tions of their abilities and- worth. He is counfelled to 

: aimata refemblaace to- them by getting rid by. degrees 
. ©f all thole prejudices or prepofirffions which checked 

- bis own former - progreft; andbeis affifred in this-Ondea- 

- -rout- by an< invitation to a cortefpondence with them. 

■ He may addrefchis Provincial Superior, by directing 

• ins letter Soli, or the General by Primo , or the Supe- 

• cions in general by Qttibus licet. In thefe letters he may 
mention whatever he thinks conducive to the advance- 

- ment of the Order; he may inlprm the Superiors how 
his inftru&or behaves to him ; if a Arduous or remifs, in- 
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dulgcnt or fevere. ' The Superiors' are enjoined' by th^ 
ftrongeft motives to convey th?fe letters wherever ad, 
dreffed. None but the General and Council Jcnow th$ 
refujt of all this ; and all are enjoined to keep tbemfelves 
and their proceedings unknown to all the world. 

• t 

If three years of this Noviciate have elapfed without 
further notice, (he Minerval mud look for .no further 
advancement; he i§ found unfit, and remains a Free 
Maibn of the higheft clafs. This is called 4 Sta bene. , 

: 1 

But fhould his Superiors judge njore favorably of 
him, he is drawn out of the general mafs of Free Ma T 
fons, and becomes Illuminatus Minor. When called 
tea conference for this purpofe, he is told inthe-moft 
ferious manner, that “ it is vain for him to hope tq 
acquire wiidom by mere fyftematic inilru&ion ; for fuch 
inftrnftioq. (he Superiors have no leifute. Their duty 
is not to form fpeculators, bust qdive pien, whom .they 
muft immediately employ in the fervice of the Order, 
He muft therefore grow wife arid able entirely by thq 
unfolding and exertion of; his own talents. His Supej 
riors baye, already difeoyer^d what thefe are,, and know 
wbat fervice he may .he capable of rendering die Order, 
provided he now heartily acqukfces in being thus bo 7 
notably employed, They will affiil him in bringing 
his talents into aflion, and. will place him in the fituad 7 
ens moil favorable for their exertion,, fo that he may be; 
ajfwred of fuccefs. Hitherto he has been a mere fcholar, 
but his firft ilep farther carries him into a£tion ; hq muft 
therefore now confide? himfelf as an inftrument in the 
hands of his Superiors, to be ufed for the noblcil pur-f 
poles.” The aim of the Order is now more fully tolft 
him. It is, in one fentQnce, “ to make of the humaq 
race,, without any diHinflioA of nation, condition, or 
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profcffion, one good and happy family.” To this aim* 
demonftrably attainable, every fmaller confideration 
inuft give way. This may fometimes require faerifiee* 
which no man {landing alone has fortitude to make; but 
which become light, and afonree of the pureft enjoy* 
ttent, when fupported and encouraged by the counte- 
nance and co-operation of the united wife and good, 
fuch as are the Superiors of the Order. If the candid 
date, warmed by the alluring pi&ure of the pofliblehap- 
pinefs of a virtuous Society, fays that he is fenfible of 
the propriety of this procedure, and Hill wifhes to be of 
the Order, he is required to fign the following obliga- 
tion. 

4i I, N. N. proteft before you, the worthy Plenipo- 
tentiary of the venerable Order into which I wiih to be 
admitted,' that I acknowledge my natural weaknefs and 
inability, and that I, with all my poffeffions, rank, ho- 
nors, and titles which I hold in political fociety, am, 
at bottom, only a man ; I can enjoy thefe things only 
through my fellow-men, and through them alfo I may 
Idle them. The approbation and confideration of my 
fellow-men are indifpenfibly neceffary, and I muft try 
to maintain them by all my talents. Thefe I will never 
ufe to the prejudice of univerfal good, but will oppofe, 
with alt my might, the enemies of the human race, and 
of political fociety. I will embrace every opportunity 
of faving mankind, by improving my underftanding and 
my affe&ions, and by imparting all - important know- 
ledge, as the good and ftatutes of this Order require of 
me. I bind myfelf to perpetual filenee and unfhaken 
loyalty and fubmiifion to the Order, in the perfons of 
my Superiors ; here making a faithful and complete fur- 
Tender of my private judgment, my own will, and eve- 
ry narrow-minded employment of my. power and inllu- 
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fence. I pledge myfelf to account the -good of tjte Or- 
der-as- nay own, and- am ready to ferve it -with my for- 
tune, my honor, and ray blood. Should L through' 
omiffion, negleft, paflion, or wickednefs, behave con- 
trary to this good of the Order, I fubjeft myfelf to what 
reproof or punifiunent my Superiors (hall enjoin. The 
friends and enemies of the Order (hall be my friends 
and enemies; and with refped to both I will -conduct 
myfelf as direfted by the Ordfer, and am ready, in every 
lawful way, to devote myfelf to its increafe and promo- 
•lion, and therein to employ all my ability. - All tiiis I 
promife, and proteft, without fecret refervation, accord- 
ing to the intention of the Society which require from 
me this engagement. This I do as I am, and as I hope 
to continue, a Man of Honor.” 

• A drawn fword is then pointed at his bread, and he 
is afked. Will you be obedient to the commands- of 
your Superiors? He is threatened with unavoidable 
vengeance, from which no potentate can defend him, if 
'he fhould erer’betray the Order.- H<e is then-alked, 1. 
What aim does he wifh the- Order, -to have ? a. - Wbat 
means he would choofe to advance this aim ? 3, Whom 
ha wtfees to keep out of the Order ? 4. What fubje&s 
he wifises notto be difeufied in it ? 

' Our. candidate is now -Illuminati;* Minor. It 
is neediefs -to narrate tbemummery of reception, and it 
is enough to fay, ; that k nearly rdemhles that of the 
Mafonic Chevalier du Solcil, known to every one much 
eoaverfant in Mafonry. Weifhaupfs preparatory dif- 
courfe of reception is apiece of good -compoiition, 
whether confidered as argumentative (from topics, in- 
deed, that are very gratuitous and fanciful) or as a 
fpecimen of tb#t declamation which was fo much prac- 
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tifed by Libanius and the other Sophifis, and it gives 3 
diRind and captivating account of the profefTed aim of 
the Order. , 

. The Illuminaiui Minor learns a good deal more of 
the Order, but by very fparing morfels, under .the Rune 
inRrudor. The talk has now become more delicate and 
difficult. The chief part of it is the rooting out of pre r 
jjudices in politics and religion ; and Weiihaupt has 
Ihown much addrefs in the method which he has em<- 
ployed. Not the moR hurtful, but the moR eafily re r 
futed, were the RrR fubjeds of difeuffion, fo that the 
pupil gets into the habits of vidory ; and his reverence 
fpr the fyRems of either kind is djminifhed when they 
are found to have harboured fuch untenable opinions, 
The proceedings in the Ecledic Lodges of Mafonry, 
and the harangues of the Brother Orators, teemed with 
the boldeR fentiments both in politics and religion. En- 
lightening, and the triumph of reafon, had been the ton 
of the country for fome time paR, and every inRitution, 
civil and religious, had been the fubjed of the moR fre$ 
criticifm. Above all, the Cofmo-politiftp, which Rad 
been imported from France, where it had been the fa- 
vorite topic of .the enthufiaRical oeconomiRs, was now 
become a general theme pf difeuffion in all focieties of 
cultivated men. It was a fubjed of eafy and agreeable 
declamation ; and the Literati found in it a fubjefitad- 
mirably fitted for ihowing their talents, and ingratiating 
themfelves with the young men of fortune, whofe minds, 
jtnfufpicious as yet and generous, were fired with the fair 
profpeds fet before them of univerfal and attainable 
fiappinefs. And the pupils of the -Illuminati -were Ril) 
more warmed by the thought that they were to be the 
happy inRruments of accompliffiing all this. . And 
though the dodrines of univerfal liberty and equality, 
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as imprefcriptible rights of man, might fometiraes ftartle 
thofe who poffeffed the advantage of fortune, there were 
thoufands of younger fons, and of men of talents without 
fortune, to whom thefe were agreeable founds. And 
we muft particularly obfe'rve, that thofe who were now 
the pupils were a fet of picked fubje&s, whofe charac- 
ters and peculiar biafes were well known by their con- 
duit during their noviciate as Minervals. They were 
therefore fuch as, in all probability, would not boggle 
at very free fentiments. We might rather expeft a par- 
tiality to doftrines which removed fome reftraints which 
formerly checked them in the indulgence of youthful 
pafions. Their inftru&ors, who have thus relieved their 
ninds from feveral anxious thoughts, muft appear men 
of fuperior minds. This was a notion moft carefully 
inculcated ; and they could fee nothing to contradid it : 
for except their own Mentor, they knew none ; they 
heard of Superiors of different ranks, but never faw 
them ; afid the fame mode of inftruttion that was prac- 
tifed during their noviciate was ftill retained. More 
particulars of the Order were (lowly unfolded to them, 
and they were -taught that their Superiors were men of 
diftinguiftied talents, and were Superiors for this reafon 
alone. They were taught, that the great opportunities 
which the Superiors had for observation, and their ha- 
bits of continually occupying their thoughts with the 
great objefts of this Order, had enlarged their views, 
even far beyond the narrow limits of nations and king- 
doms, which they hoped would one day coalefce into 
one great Society, where confutation would attach to 
talents and worth alone, and that pre-eminence in thefe 
would be invariably attended with all the enjoyments of 
influence and power. Xnd they were told that they 
would gradually become acquainted with thele great and 
venerable Chara&ers, as they advanced in the Order. 
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Tn earned of this,' they were"raadd acquainted with bne 
or two. Superiors, and with feveral Illuminati of their 
own rank. Atfo, to whet their zeal, they are now made 
jnftrufclors of . one or two : Minervals, and report their 
■progrcfs to their Superiors. They are given to under- 
iland thit nothing cah fo much recommend them as the 
iuccefs with which they perform this talk. It is decla>- 
-red to be/ the- bed evidence of their ufefulnefs in the 
igreat defighS of the Order. i ; : .i . 1 

■ ' The baleful: effe&s of general fuperdition, and even 
. of any peculiar religious- prepoffeflion, are now ftrongly 
-inculcated, and the difcernpient of the pupils in thefe 
i matters is learned by quedions which are given' them 

• from time to.tjtne to difeufa. Thefe are managed with 
: delicacy and circuirifpeclion, that the timid may not be 
- alarmed. In like manner, the political do&rirres of- the 

■ Order are inculcated with the utmod paution. After tl|e 
.mind of -the pupil has been warmed by the pictures of 
; univerfal happinefs, and convinced that it is a pofltbie 
, thing to unite all the inhabitants of the earth in one great 
' fociety, and after it has been made out, .in feme £ms*- 
: fure to the fatis£a&ion of the pupil, that a great addition 
. of happinefs is gained by the abolition of national dif- 
.'tin&ions and. animofi ties, it may frequently be’ no bard 
: talk to make hitn think that patriotifm is a narrow-mind- 
,-ed mortopolifing fentitnent, and even -incompatible with 
. the more enlarged views of the- Onder, namely, the 
1 uniting the, whole human race into one great and happy 
, feciety. Princes are a chief feature of national diftinc- 

tion. Princes, therefore, may now be fafely reprefeqt* 

ed as unneceflary. If fo, loyalty td Princes lofeslmuch 

• of its facred chara&er ; and the fo frequent enforcing of 
. it in our common political difcudions may now beeafdy 
. made to appear a felfilh maxim of rulers, by which 
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tjiey may more .eafily enflave the people ; and thus, it 
may at lad appear, that religion, the love of our partis . 
cular country, and loyalty to our Prince, ffiould be re- 
fitted, if, by thefe partial or narrow views, we prevent; 
die accompli (hment of that Cofmo-political happinefs 
which is continually held forth as the great objeft of th& 
Order. It is in this point of view that the terms of de-> 
yotion to the Order which are inferred in the oath of ad-, 
miffion are now explained. The authority of the ruling 
powers is therefore reprefented as of inferior moral 
weight to that of the Order. “ Thefe powers are def- 
pots, when -they do not conduft themfelves by itsprin- 
cipks ; and it is therefore our duty to furround them 
with its. members, fo that the profane may have no ac- 
cett to them. Thus we are able mod. powerfully to 
promote its interefts. If any perfon is more difpofed to 
liften to Princes than to the Order, he is not fit for it, and 
mutt rife no higher. We mud do our utmoft to pro- 
cure the advancement of Illuminati into all important 
civil offices.” 

• 't. ■ •> 

Accordingly the Order laboured in this with great 
zeal, and fuccefs. A correfpondence was difcovered, 
in which it is plain, that by their influence, one of the 
greatefl ecclefiaftical dignities was filled up in oppofition 
to the right and authority of the Archbiffiop of Spire, 
.who is there reprefented as a tyrannical and bigotted 
•pried. They contrived to place their Members as tu- 
tors to the youth of diflinflion. One of them, Baron 
Leuchtfenring, took the charge of a young prince with- 
out any falary. They infinuated themfelves into all 
public offices, and particularly into courts of juflice. 
In like manner, the chairs in the Univerfity of Ingol- 
ftadt.were (with only two exceptions) occupied by 
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Illuminati. Rulers who are members muft be pro- 

moted through the ranks' of the Order only in proporti- 
on as they acknowledge the gaodnefs of its great objeft, 
and manner of procedure. Its objeft may be farid to 
be the checking the tyranny of princes, nobles,* and 
priefts, and eftablifhing an univerfal equality of condi- 
tion and of religion.* The pupil is now informed 
** that fuch a religion is contained in the Order, is the 
perfeftion of Chriftianity, and will be imparted to him 
iii dud time.” 

' Theft and other principles and maxims of the Order 
the partly communicated ‘ by the verbal 1 inftruftion of 
the Mentor, partly by writings, which muft be punctu- 
ally returned, and partly read by the pdpil at the' Men- 
tor’s houfe (but without taking extrafts) in fudh por- 
tions as he fhall direft. The refcripts by the pupil muft 
contain difcuffions on thefe fubjefts, and of anecdotes 
and defcriptidns of Irving charafters ; and thefe muft be 
zealoufly continued, as the chief mean of advancement; 
AH -this while the pupil knows only his Mentor, the 
Minervals, and a few others of his own 1 rank. All men- 
tion of degrees, or other bufinefs ‘of the Order, muft 
be carefully avoided, even in the meetings with other 
Members ; “For the Order wifhes to be fecret, and to 
work in filence; for thus it is better fecured from the 
6pprefli6n of the ruling powers, and becaufe this fecrecy 
gives a greater zeft to the whole.” 

This Ihdrt account of the Noviciate , and of the low- 
tft clafs of Illuminati, is all we can get from the autho- 
rity of Mr. Weifhaupt. The higher degrees were not 
published by him. Many circumftances appear fufpi- 
eious, and are certainly ftifceptible of different turns, 
and may eaiily be pulhed tt> very dangerous extremes. 
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The accounts given by the four profelToys confirm thefe 
fufpicions. They declare upon oath, that they make 
all thefe accufations in confequence of what they heard 
in the Meetings, and of what they knew pf the Highep 
Orders. 

But fince the time of the fupprelfion by the Elector, 
difeoveries have been made which throw great light on 
the fubjeft. A colleftion of original papers and correfi 
pondence was found by fearching the houfe of one 
Zwack (a Member) in 1786. The following year a 
much larger colleflion was found at the houfe of Baron 
Baffus ; and fince that time Baron Knigge, the mod ac- 
tive Member next to Weifhaupt, publilhed an account 
of forae of the higher degrees, which had been formed 
by himfelf. A long while after this were publifhed, Ncuef- 
ic Arbeilung des Spartacus und Philo in der Illuminaten 
Or den, and Hohere Granden da Ilium. Ordens. Thefe 
two works give an account of the whole fecret conftitu- 
tion of the Order, its various degrees, the manner of 
conferring them, the inftru&ions to the intrants, and an 
explanation of the conne&ion of the Order with Free 
Mafonry, and a critical hiftory. We fhall give fome 
extracts from fuch of thefe as have been publifhed. 

Weifhaupt was the founder in 1776. In 1778 the 
number of Members was confiderably increafed, and 
the Order was fully eftablifhed. The Members topk 
antique names. Thus Weifhaupt took .the name pf 
Spartacus, the man who headed the in fur region of 
flaves, which in Pompey’s time kept Rome in terror aqd 
uproar for three years. Zwack was called Cato. Knigge 
was Philo. Baffus was Hannibal. Hertel was Marius. 
Marquis Conftanza was Diomedes. Nicholai, an emi- 
nent and learned bookfcller in Berlin, and author of fe- 
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-veral works of reputation, took the name of Lucian; thfc 
great fcoffer at all religion. Another was Mahomet; 
&c. It is remarkable, that except Cato and Socrates, 
we have not a name of any ancient who was eminent as 
it teacher and pra&ifer of virtue. On the contrary, 
they feem.to hkve affe&ed the charafters of the free- 
thinkers and turbulent fpirits of antiquity. • In the fame 
taanner they gave ancient names to the cities and coun- 
tries of Europe. Munich was Athens, Vienna was 
Rome, &c. 

‘ Sfiartacus to Cato, Feb. 6 , 1778. 

“ Mon but ejl de fairs valoir la mifon. As a fubor- 
dinate objeft I fhall endeavour to gain fecurity to our- 
felves, a backing in cafe of misfortunes, and afliftance 
from without. I fhall therefore prcfs the cultivation of 
fcience, • efpecially fuch fciences as may have an influ- 
ence on our reception in the world, and may ferve to 
remove obftacles out of the way. We have to ftruggle 
with pedantry, with intolerance, with divines and ftatef- 
men, and above all, princes and priefts are in our way. 
Men are unfit as they arc, and muft be formed • each 
clafs muft be the fchool of trial for the next. This will 
be tedious, becaufe it is hazardous. In the laft clafles 
I propole academics under the direction of the Order. 
This will fecure us the adherence of the Literati. Sci- 
ence fhall here be the lure. Only thofe who are aflur- 
edly proper fubjccts fhall be picked out from among the 
inferior clafles for the higher myfterics, which contain 
the firft.principles and means of promoting a happy life. 
No rcligionift muft, on any account, be admitted into 
' thefe : For here we work at the difeovery and extirpa- 
tion of fuperftition and prejudices. The inftru£lion& 
fhall be fo conduced that each fhall difclofe what he 
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thinks he conceals within his own bread, what are his 
ruling propeniities and pafiions, and how far he has ad- 
vanced in the command of himfelf. This will anfwer 
all the purpofes of auricular confeflion. And in parti- 
cular, every perfon fhall be made a fpy on another and 
on all around him. Nothing can efcape our fight ; by 
thefe means we fhall readily difcover who are contented, 
aid receive with relilh the peculiar date-doctrines and 
religious opinions that are laid before them ; and, at 
lad, the truft-worthy alone will be admitted to a partici- 
pation of the whole maxims and political conftitution of 
the Order. In a council compofed of fuch members 
ve fhall labour at the contrivance of means to drive by 
degrees the enemies of reafon and of humanity out of 
the world, .and to eftablifh a peculiar morality and reli- 
gion fitted for the great Society of mankind. 

“ But this is a ticklifh projeft, and requires the ut- 
inoft circumfpe&ion. The fqueamifh will dart at the 
fight of religious or political novelties ; and they mull 
be prepared for them. We mud be particularly care- 
ful about the books which we recommend ; I fhall con- 
fine them at firft to moralifts and rcafoning hidorians. 
This will prepare for a patient reception, in the higher 
dalles, of works of a bolder flight, fuch as Rohinet’s 
Syjieme de la Nature — Politique Naturelle — Philofophie 
de la Nature — Syjieme Social — The writings of M.ira- 
baud, &c. Helvetius is fit only for the ftrongeft fto- 
machs. If any one has a copy already, neither praife 
nor find fault with him. ' Say nothing on fuch fubje&s 
to intrants, for we don’t know how they will be received 
•—folks are not yet prepared. Marius, an excellent 
man, mull be flealt with. His ftomach, which cannot 
yetdigeft fuch flrong food, mud acquire a better tone. 
'The allegory on which I am to found the mylterics of 
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the Higher Orders is thejire-worjkip of the Magi. We 
mud have fome worlhip, and none is fo appofite. Lex 

THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE SHALL BE LIGHT. 

This is my motto, and is my fundamental principle. 
The degrees will be Fewer Orden , Parfen Orden ;* all 
very practicable. In the courfe through thefe there will 
be no sta bene (this is the anfwer given to one wh<> 
folicits preferment, and is refufed.) For I engage that 
jione fliall enter this clafs who has not laid afide his pre- 
judices. No man is'fit for our Order who is not a Bru- 
tus or a Catiline, and is not ready to go every length. 
—Tell me how you like this ?” 

Spartacm to Cato , March 1778. 

“To colleQ. unpublilhed works, and information 
from the archives of States, will be a mod ufeful fervice. 
We fliall be able to fliow in a very ridiculous light the 
claims of our defpots. Marius (keeper of the archives 
of the Ele&orate) has ferreted out a noble document, 
which we have got. He makes it, forfooth, a cafe of 
confcience — how filly that — fince only that is fn, which 
is ultimately productive ofmifchief. In this cafe, where 
the advantage far exceeds the hurt, it is meritorious vir- 
tue. It will do more good in our hands than by rejmain- 
.ing for 1000 years on the dufly fhelf.” 

There was found in the hand-writing of Zwack a pro- 
. je£t for a Siderhood, in fubferviency to the defigns of the 
Illuminati. In it are the following paffages : 

■* This is evidently the Myjlere du Mithrus mentioned by Bar- 
ruel, in his Hiftory of Jacobiniim, and had been carr ‘ e d into France 
by Bede and Bufche. 
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■ <s It will be of great fervice, and procure us both 
much information and money , and will fuit charmingly' 
the tafte of many of our trueft members, wbo are lovers 
of the fex. It fhould confift of two clafles, the virtuous, 
and the freer hearted (i. e. thofe who fly out of the com- 
mon traCt of prudifti manners) ; they mull not know of 
each other, and muft be under the direction of men, 
but without knowing it. Proper books muft be put in- 
to their hands, and fuch (but fecretly) as are flattering to' 
their paflions.” 

There are, in the fame hand-writing, Defcription of a 
ftrong box, which, if forced open, fliall blow up and def- 
troy its contents — Several receipts for procuring abor- 
tion — A compofition which blinds or kills when fpurted 
in the face — A ftieet, containing a receipt for Sympa- 
thetic ink— Tea for procuring abortion — Her bee quae 
habent qualitatem deleteriam — A method for filling a 
bed-chamber with peftilential vapours — How to takeoff 
impreflions of feals, fo as to ufe them afterwards as feals 
—A collection of fome hundreds of fuch impreflions, 
with a lift of their owners, princes, nobles, clergymen, 
tnerchants. &c. — A receipt ad excitandum furorem ute- 
rinum — A manufeript entitled, “ Better than Horus.” 
It was afterwards printed and diftributed at Leipzig fair, 
and is an attack and bitter Satire on all religion. This 
is in the hand-writing of Ajax. As alfo a diflertation 
on Suicide. N. B. His fifter-in-law threw herfelf from 
the top of a tower. There was alfo a fet of portraits, 
or characters of eighty -five ladies in Munich; with re- 
commendations of fome of them for members of a 
Lodge of Sifter Illuminate; alfo injunctions to all the 
Superiors to learn to write with both hands ; and that 
they fhould ufe more than one cypher. 
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. Immraediatcly after the publication of thefe writings, 
many defences appeared. It was faid that the dreadful, 
medical apparatus were with propriety in the hands of, 
Councilor Zwack, who was a judge of a criminal court,, 
and whoi’e duty it was therefore to know fuch things. 
The fame excufe was olfered for the collection of feals;. 
hut how came thefe things to he put up with papers of 
the Illuminati, and to be in the hand writing of one of 
that Order? Weifhaupt fays, “ Thefe things were not 
carried into effect — only fpoken of, and are juftifiable 
when taken in proper connection.” This however he 
has not pointed out ; but he appeals to the account of 
the Order, which he had publilhed at Regenfburg, and 
in which neither thefe things are to be found, nor any. 
pollibility of a connection by which they may be jufti- 
fied. “ All men, fays he, are fubjeCt to errors, and 
the belt man is he who belt conceals them. I have ne- 
ver been guilty of any fuch vices or follies : for proof, 
•I appeal to the whole tenor of my life, which my repu- 
tation, and my ftruggles with hoftile cabals, had brought 
completely into public view long before the inftilution 
of this Order, without abating any thing of that flatter- 
ing regard which was paid to me by the firft perfons of 
pay country and its neighbourhood ; a regard w'ell evin- 
ced by their confidence in me as the bell inftruCtor of 
their children.” In fome of his private letters, we learn 
the means which he employed to acquire this influence 
among the youth, and they are fuch as could not fail. 
But we mult not anticipate. “ It is well known that I 
have made the chair which I occupied in the univerfity 
of Ingolftadt, the refort of the fh ft clafs of the German 
youth ; whereas formerly it had only brought round it 
the low-born practitioners in the courts of law. I have 
gone through the whole circle of human enquiry. I 
have exorcifed fpirits— raifed ghofts — difeovered trea- 
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fores — interrogated the Cabala — hatte Loto gefpielt — I 
have never tranfmuted metals.”— (A very pretty and 
itfpeftable circle indeed, and what vulgar fpirits would 
fcarcely have included within the pale of their curiofi- 
ty.) “ The tenor of my life has been the oppofite of 
every thing that is vile ; and no 'man can lay any fuch 
thing to. my charge. I have reafon to rejoice that thefe 
writings have appeared j they are a vindication of the 
Order and of my conduft. I can, and mull declare to 
God, and I do it now in the moft folemn manner, that 
in my whole life I never faw or heard of the fo mlich 
condemned fecret writings j and in particular, repeat- 
ing thefe abominable means, fuch as poifoning, abor- 
tion, ,&c. was it ever known tome in any cafe, that 
atiy of my friends or acquaintances ever even thought 
of them, advifed them, or made any ufe of them. I 
was indeed always a fchemer and projector, but never 
could engage much in detail. My general plan is good, 
though in the detail there may be faults. I had myfelf 
to form. In another fituation, and in an a&ive ftation 
in life, I fhould have been keenly occupied, and the 
founding an Order would never have come into my 
head. But I would have executed much greater things, 
had not government always oppofed my exertions, and 
placed others in the fituations which fuited my talents. 

It was the full convi&ion of this, and of what could be 
done, if every man were placed in the office for which 
he was fitted by nature and a proper education, which 
firft fuggefted to me the plan of illumination.” Surely 
Mr. Weifhaupthad a very ferious charge, the education 
of youth ; and his encouragement in that charge was the * 
moft flattering that an Illuminatus could wifh for, be- 
caufe he had brought round him the youth whofe influ- 
ence in fociety was the greateft and who would moft of 
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$l) contrihme to the diffu&ng good principles, and ex* 
piting tp good conduct through the whole fete* “ I did 
pot,” hp, “ bring deifm into Bavaria more that) 
jnto Rome. ; J, found it here,, ip great vigour, mor« 
'abounding thmvip any of thp neighbouring Proteftanf, 
plates, f. am prpud tp be kpown tp die world as the 
founder pf the Order of Illuminati, j and I repeat my 

■wi/h tp. have for tpy epitaph, 

1 i i 

2 “ Hie Jitus ejl PhaHhon, tttrrui auriga, paterni, 

, ?* JQium Ji non tenuity magnu tai»cp txcidit aujis." 

. The fecond difeovery of fecret correfppndence u 
jSaaderfdorff* the feat qf .Baron Batz (Hannibal) con- 
tains (till more ieterefting fa&s. 

Spartaeui to Cato. 

f * : , ♦ • ’ ^ 

What Qialll do P I am deprived of . all help. So- 
icrateg, -who would infill on being a man of confequence 
among us, and is really a man of talents, and of a right 
■way of thinking , is eternally befotted. Auguftus is in 
.the \yorft eftimation imaginable. Alcibiades fits the day 
Jong with die vintner’s pretty wife, and there he fighs 
and pines. A few days ago, at Corinth, Tiberius at- 
tempted to raviih the wife of Democides, and her huf- 
band came in upon them. Good heavens 1 what Areo- 
.pagitce I have got. When the worthy man Marcus Au- 
relius comes to Athens (Munich) what will he think? 
, What a meeting with diflolute immoral wretches, whore- 
; mailers, liars, bankrupts, braggarts, and vain fools! 
.When he fees all this, what will he think ? He will he 
.alhamed to enter into an Afihciation,” (obferve, Rea- 
der, that Spartacus writes this in Auguft 1783,10 the .very 
time that he was trying to murder Cato's lifter) “ where 


Die — -by Google 



* HE iLLUMINAlT. Vi$ 

Ac chiefs raife the hi-gKeft’ esfpe&atiohii, and- exhibit fuch 
a wretched example ; and all this fireA fetf-will, fforfi 
fenfuiality. Am I rtot id the right— that this* mart — that 
ttny fitch worthy man — whofe name alone would givi ng 
thefeleflion of all Germany— will declare that the whofe 
province of Grecia (Bavaria) innocent and guilty, mu A 
be excluded. I tell you, we may ftudy; and write^ 
and toil till death. We rtay facrificeto-the OVdCr, dift- 
health, our fortune, and our reputation (alas the lofs !) 
gnd thefe Lords, following their own pleafures, will 
whore, cheat, fteal, and drive on like lhamelefs rafcals j 
and yet mull be Areopagitcr, and interfere in every 
d>ing. Indeed, my deaidt friend; we have only en- 

flaved ourfelves.” T 

^ . ‘ 

In another part ofthis fine correfpondence, Dkrnicrfei 
has had the good fortune to intercept a Q. L. (Quibus 
iicct) in which it is fa id, and fupported by proofs, that 
Cato had received 250 fibrins! as a bribe for his fentfertcd 
in his capacity as a judge in a criminal court ; (the end 
had furely fan&ified the means.) In another, a Miner- 
va! complains of his MvntOr for having by lies occafibn- 
cd the difmiflion of aphyficiaii from a family, by wliieH 
he obtained the cuftorri of the houfb and free accefsi 
which favor he repaid by debauching the wife ; artd h'C 
prays to be infottmed whether he may hot' get ariotHe# 
Mentor, faying, that although that tnah had alwayX 
given him the moll excellent inttruQions, and he doubt - 
ed not would' continue them* vet be felt a difgulV at tHd 
hypocrify, Which would'certainlydifniriilh the iinpreihorl 
of the moll falutary truths. (Is it not dillreffirrg to 
think, that this ptortrifihg youth will by and by laugh at' 
his former (implicity v and follow the fteps and not the 
inft ructions of his phylician.) In' another place, Spar- 
tacus writes to Marius (in confidence) that another wor- 
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thy Brother, an Areopagitoe , had ftolen a gold and a- fi!» 
ver watch, and a ring, from Brutus ( Savioli ) and begs 
Marius, in another letter, to try, while it was yet pof- 
fible, to get the things reftored, becaufe the culprit was 
a mod excellent man ( Vortrejflich) and of vaft ufe to the 
Order, having the dire&ion of an eminent ferainary of 
young gentlemen ; and becaufe Savioli was much in 
good company, and did not much care for the Order, 
except in fo far as it gave him an opportunity of know- 
ing and leading fome of them, and of fleering his way 
at court. 

I cannot help inferting here, though not the mod pro- 
per place, a part of a provincial report from Knigge, 
the man of the whole Areopagitce who fhowsany thing 
like urbanity or gentlenefs of mind. 

“ Of my whole colony (Weftphalia) the moft brilli- 
ant is Claudiopolis (Neuwied.)' Therethey work, and 
direft, and do wonders.” 

If there ever was a fpot upon earth where men may 
be happy in a (late of cultivated fociety, it was the 
little principality of Neuwied. I faw it in 1770. The 
town was neat, and the palace handfome and in good 
tafte ; all was clean. But the country was beyond 
conception delightful ; not a cottage that was out of re- 
pair, not a hedge out of order j it had been the hobby 
(pardon me the word) of the Prince, who made it his 
daily employment to go through his principality regu- 
larly, and affift every houfeholder, of whatever condi- 
tion, with his advice, and with his purfc ; and, when a 
freeholder could not of himfelf put things into a thriving 
condition, the Prince fent his workmen and did it for 
him. He*endowed fchools for the common people, and 
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two academies for the gentry and the people of bufi he fs: 
He gave little portions to the daughters, and prizes to 
the well-behaving fons of the labouring people. His 
own houfehould was a pattern of elegance and economy ; 
his fons were fent to Paris to learn elegance, and to 
England to learn fcience and agriculture. In fhort, the 
whole was like a romance (and was indeed romantic.) 
,1 heard it fpoken of with a fmile at the table of the Bi- 
{hop of Treves, at Ehrenbretftein, and was induced to 
fee it next day as a curiofity : And yet even here, the 
ianaticifm of Knigge would diftribute his poifon, and 
tell the blinded people, that they were in a {late of lin 
and mifery, that their Prince was a defpot, and that 
they would never be happy till he was made to fly, and 
till they were all made equal. 

They got their wilh ; the fwarm of French locufts 
fat down on Neuwied’s beautiful fields in 1793, and en- 
trenched themfelves ; and in three months. Prince and 
fanners houfes, and cottages, and fchools, and acade- 
mies — all vanilhed; and all the fubjefts were made equal) 
and free (as they were exprefsly told by the French Ge- 
neral) to weep. 

Difcite jujluiam month, el non temnerc divos ! 

To proceed : 


Sfartacus to Cato, 

“ By this plan we {hall dirett all mankind. In this 
manner, and by the fimpleft means, we {hall fet all in 
motion and in flames. The occupations mull be fo al- 
lotted and contrived, that we may, in fecret, influence 
«U political tranladions.” N. B. This alludes to a part 
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that is withheld from the public, becaufe it contained 
the allotment of the mod rebellious and profligate occu- 
pations to feveral perfons whofe common names could 
pot be traced. “ I have confldered,” fays ■Spartacus, 
“ every thing, and fo .prepared it, that if the Oder 
fhould this day go to ruin, I (hall in a year re-eftablilh 
it more brilliant than' ever.” Accordingly it. got up 
again in about this fpace of time, under the name of the 
German Un ion, appearing in the form of Reading 
Societies. One of thefe was . fet up in Zwack’s 
koufe,; and this raifing a fufpicion, a vifitation was 
piade at Landlhut, and the firft fet of the private papers 
were found. The fcheme was, however, zealoufly pro* 
fe.cuted in other parts of Germany, as, we (hall fee by 
and by. “ Nor,” continues Spartacus, “ will it flgnify 
though all fhould be betrayed and printed. I am fo cer- 
tain of fuecefs, in fpite of all obftades (for the- fprihgt 
are in every heart) that I am indifferent, though it fhould 
involve my life and my liberty. What 1 Have thorn 
fends thrown away their lives about homoios • and homoh 
qujioi) and fhall not this caufe warm even the heart of a 
coward ? But I have the art to draw advantage eves 
from misfortune ; and when you would think me funk to 
the bottom, I fhall rife with new vigour. Who would 
have thought, that a profeffor at Ingolfladt was to be- 
come the teacher of the profefTors of Gottingen, and of 
the greateft men in Germany ?” 

Spartacus to Cato. 

w Send me back my degree of Ilhminatus Minor ; 
it is the wonder of all men here (I may perhaps find tim« 
to give a tranllation of the difeourfe of reception, which 
contains all that can be laid of this Afl'ociatioa to ths 
public ;) as alfo the two lail flieets of my degree, which 
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tt in the keeping of Marius, and Cel (us, under 100 
locks which contains my hiftory of the lives of the Pa* 
Iriarchs.” N. B. Nothing very particular has been dif- 
covered of thefe lives of the Patriarchs. He favs, that 
there were above Jixty fheets of it. To judge by the 
care taken of it, it muft be a favorite work, very ha* 
sardous, and very catching. 

In another letter to Cato, we have fome hints of the 
higher degrees, and concerning a peculiar morality, and 
a popular religion, .winch the- Order was one day to give 
the world: He fays, “ There muk (a la Jefuite)notk 
Jingle purpofe ever come in fight that is ambiguous, and 
that may betray our aims againft religion and the (late. 
One muft fpeak fometimes one way and fometimes ano- 
ther, but fo as never to contradift ourfelves, and fd 
that, with refpeft to oirr true way of thinking, wemaj 
be impenetrable. When our ftrortgeft things chance to 
give offence, they muft be explained as attempts t 6 
draw anfwers which difcover to us the fentiments of the 
perfon we converfe With." N. B. This did not always 
fucceed with him. ' 

Spartacus fays, fpeaking of the priefts degree, “ One 
would almoft imagine, that this degree, as I have ma- 
naged it, is genuine Chriftianity, and that its end was to 
free the Jews from flavery. I fay, that Free Mafonry 
is concealed Chriftianity. My explanation of the hiero- 
glyphics, at leaft, ‘ proceeds on this fuppofition ; and as 
1 explain things, no man need be afhanted of being a 
Chrtftian. • Indeed I afterwards throw away this name, 
and fubftitute Reafon. But I affurc you this is no fmali 
affair > a new religion, and a new ftate-governmenf, 
which fo happily explain one and all of thefe fymbol*, 
and combines them in one degree, You may think that 
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tliis is my chief work ; but I have three other degrees, 
all different, for my clafs of higher myfteries, in com- 
parifon with which this is but child’s play ; but thefe I 
keep for myfelf as General, to be bellowed by me only 
on the Benemcritiffimi ,” (furely fuch as Cato, his dear- 
eft friend, and the poffeffor of fuch pretty fecrets, as 
abortives, poifons, peftilential vapours, &c.) “ The 

promoted may be Areopagites or not. Were you here 
i. lhould give you this degree without hefttation. But 
it is too important to be intruded to paper, or to be 
bellowed otherwife than from my own hand. It is the 
key to hiftory, to 'religion, and to every ftate-govem- 
ment in the world.”* 

Spartacus proceeds, “ There lhall be but three copies 
for all Germany. You can’t imagine what refpeft and 
curiolity my prieft-degree has raifed ; and, which it 
wonderful, a famous Proteftant divine, who is now of 
the Order, is perfuadcd that the religion contained in it 
is the true fcnfe of Chriftianity. O man, man ! to 

WHAT MAY’sT THOU NOT BE PERSUADED. Who 

would imagine that I was to be the founder of a new 
religion.” 

In this fcheme of Mafonic Chriftianity, Spartacus 
and Philo laboured ferioufty together. Spartacus fent 
’him the materials, and Philo worked them up. It will 
therefore illuftrate this capital point of the conllitution 
of the Order, if we take Philo's account of it. 

* I obferve, in other parts of his correfpondence where be fpeak* 
of this, feveral lingular phrafes, which are to be found in two 
bocks ; Antiquite devoilee par fit Ufagts, and Origin* du Dejpotijnu 
Qruntal. Thefe contain indeed much of the maxims inculcated in 
the reception difeourfe of the degree lUuminatus Minor. Indeed I 
have found, that Weilhaupt is much lefs an inventor than he Is 
- generally thought. 
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Philo to Cato* 

“ We muft confider the ruling propenfities of ever y 
age of the world. At prefent the- cheats and tricks of 
the priefts have roufed all men againft them, and again ft 
Chriftianity. But, at the fame time fuperftition and fa- 
naticifm rule with unlimited dominion, and the under- 
Handing of man really feems to be going backwards. 
Our talk, therefore, is doubled. We muft give fuch 
an account of things, that fanatics lhall not be alarmed, 
and that lhail, notwithftanding, excite a fpirit of free en^ 
quiry. We muft not throw away the good with the 
lad, the child with the dirty water ; but we muft make 
the fecret doftrines of Chriftianity be received as the fe- 
crctsof genuine Free Mafonry. But farther, we have to 
deal with the defpotifm of Princes. This increafes every 
day. But then, the fpirit of freedom breathes and fighs 
bevery comer; and, by the afliftance of hidden fchools 
of wifdom. Liberty and Equality, the natural and im- 
prefcriptible rights of man, warm and glow in every 
breaft. We muft therefore unite thefe extremes. We 
proceed in this manner. 

. “ Jefus Chrift eftablilhed no new. Religion ; he 
would only fet Religion and Reafon in their ancient 
rights. For this purpofe he would unite men in a com- 
mon bond. He would fit them for this by fpreading a 
juft morality, by enlightening the underftanding', and by 
affifting the mind to (hake off all prejudices. He would 
teach all men, in the firft place, to govern themfelves. 
Rulers would then be needlefs, and equality and liberty 
would take place without afiy revolution, by the natural 
and gentle operation of reafon and expediency. This 
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great Teacher allows himfelf to explain every part of 
the Bible in conformity to thefe purpofes ; and he for- 
bids all wrangling among his fcholars, becaufe every 
man may there find a reasonable application to his pe- 
culiar do&rines. Let this be true or falfe, it does not 
fignify. This was a fimple Religion, and it was fo far 
jnfpired ; but the minds of his hearers were not fitted 
for receiving thefe dofclrines. I told, you, j lays he, but 
you could not bear it. Many therefore were called, but 
few were chofen. T o thefe ele£l were entrufted the moil 
important fee rets j and even among them there were 
degrees of information. There was a feventy, and a 
twelve. All this was in the natural order of things, and 
according to the habits of the Jews, and indeed of aH 
antiquity. The Jewilh Theofophy was a myftery? 
Jike the Eleufinian, or the Pythagorean, unfit for die 
.vulgar. And thus - the do&rines of Chriftianity were 
committed to the Adepti , in a Dijciplina Arcani. By 
thefe they were maintained, like the Veftal Fire. They 
were kept up, only in hidden focieties, who handed them 
down to pofterity ; and they are now poileffcd by the 
genuine Free Mafons,” 

N. B. This explains the origin of many anonymous 
pamphlets which appeared abotit this time in Germany, 
Blowing that Free Mafonry was Chriftianity. They 
have doubtlefs been the works of Spartacus and his par- 
ti zans among the Ecle&ic Mafons. Nicholai, the great 
apoftle of infidelity, had given very favorable reviews of 
thefe performances; and having always Ihewn himfelf an 
advocate of fuch writers as depreciated Chriftianity, it 
was natural for him to take this opportunity of bringing 
it ftill lower in the opinion of the people. Spartacus 
therefore conceived a high opinion of the importance 
of gaining Nicholai to the Order. He had before this 
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gained Leuchtfcnring, a hot-headed fanatic, who had 
fpied Jefuits in every comer, and fet Nicholai on his 
journey through Germany, to hunt them out; This 
man finding them equally ' hated by the Illuminati, was 
eafily gained, and was moft zealous in their caufe. 
engaged Nicholai, and Spartacils exults exceedingly id 
the acquifitiori, faying, “ that he was air unwearied 
champion? d qmdem comtentij/irttus .’ 1 Of this man Phi- 
lo faysj w that he had fpread this Chriftianity into' every’ 
comer of Germany. I have put meaning," fays Philo, 
“ to all thefe dark fymbols, and have prepared both de- 
grees, introducing beautiful ceremonies, which I have 
(defiled from among thofe of' the ancient Communions, 
combined with thofe of the Rofaic Mafonry ; and now," 
fays he, “ it will appear that we are the only true 
Chriftians. • We fhall now be in a condition to fay i 
few words to Priefts and Princes. I have fo contrived 
things, that I wduld admit even Popes and Kings, afteir 
the trials which I have prefixed ; and they would be 
glad to be of the Order.” 

• 

But how is all this to be reconciled with the plan of 
Illumination, which is to banifh Chriftianity altogether 1 . 
Phjlo himfclf in many places fays,. “ that it is only * 
cloak, to prevent fqueamifh people from Qarting back. 7 
This is done pretty much in the fame way that W$ts prac- 
ticed in the French Mafonry. In one of their degrees^ 
the Matter’s degree is made typical of the death of Jefus 
Chrift, the preacher of Brotherly love. But, in the next 
Hep, the Chevalier du Soleil , it is Reafon that has been 
deltroyed and entombed, and the Matter in this degree, 
the Sublime Philofophe, occafions the difeovery of the 
•place where the body is hid j Reafon rifes again, and fu- 
perttition ^nd tyranny difappeat, and all becomes clear ; 
jnan becomes free and happy. 

Let us hear Spartacus again. 
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■' Spartacus, in another place. 

“ We mull, id. gradually explain away all our pre- 
paratory pious frauds. And when perfons of difcern- 
ment find fault, we mull defire them to confider the end 
of aU our labour. This fan&ifies our means, which at 
any rate are harmlefs, and have been ufeful, even in 
this cafe, becaufe they procured us a patient hearing, 
•when otherwife men would have turned away from us 
like petted children. This will convince them of our 
fentiments in all the intervening points ; and our ambi- 
guous expreflions will then be interpreted into an endea- 
vour to draw anfwers of any kind, which may fhow us 
the minds of our pupils. 2d. We mult unfold, from 
hiftory and other writings, the origin and fabrication of 
all religious lies whatever and then, 3d. We give a 
critical hiftory of the Order. But I cannot but laughs 
when I think of the ready reception which all this has 
met with from the grave and learned divines of Germany 
and of England ; and I wonder how their William fail- 
ed when he attempted to ellablifh a Deiltical Worfhip 
in London (what can this mean ?*) for, I am certain, 
that it mud have been mod acceptable to that learned 
and free people. But they had not the enlightening of 
our days.” I may here remark, that Weilhaupt is pro- 
iumii^r too much on the ignorance of his friend, for 
there was a great deal of this enlightening in England at 
the time he fpeaks of, and if I am not midaken, even 
this celebrated Profeflbr of Irreligion has borrowed mod 
.of his fcheme from this kingdom. This to be fure is 
nothing in our praife. But the Pantheisticon of 
Toland refembles Weilhaupt’s Illumination in every 
thing but its rebellion and its villany. Toland’s Socra- 
tic Lodge is an elegant pattern for Weilhaupt, and his 

* It means an attempt made by David WiWtam , [A'm : E&3 
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Triumph of Reafon, his Philofophic Happinefs, his 
God, or Anima Mundi, are all fo like the harlh fyftem 
of Spartacus, that I am convinced that he has copied 
them, ftamping them with the roughnefs of his own cha-. 
rafter. But to go on ; Spartacus fays of the Engliih : 
“ Their poet Pope made his Effay on Man a fyftem of 
pure naturalifm, without knowing it, as Brother Chry- 
fippus did with my Prieft’s Degree, and was equally 
aftoniftied when this was pointed out to him. Chryfip- 
pus is religious, butnotfuperftitious. Brother Lucian 
(Nicholai, of whom I have already faid fo much) fays, 
that the grave Zolikofer now allows that it would be a 
.very proper thing to eftablifh a DeifticaJ Worfhip at 
Berlin. I am not afraid but things will go on very well. 
Jut Philo, who was entruftcd with framing the Prieft’s 
•Degree, has deftroyed it without any necellity ; it 
would, forfooth, ftartle thofe who have a hankering for 
Religion. But I always told you that Philo is fanatical 
and prudilh. . I gave him fine materials, and he has 
Huffed it full of ceremonies and child’s play, and as Mi- 
nos fays, c'ejl jotter la religion. But all this may be 
correfted in the revifion by the Areofagitce." 

N. B. I have already mentioned Baron Knigge’s 
converfion to Uluminatifm by the M. de Conftanza, 
whofe name in the Order was Diomedes. Knigge 
(henceforth Philo) was, next to Spartacus, the moft 
ferviceable man in the Order, and procured the greateft 
number of members. It was chiefly by his exertions 
among the Mafons in the Proteftant countries, that the 
Eclectic Syjlem was introduced, and afterwards brought 
under the di reft ion of the Illuminati. This conqueft. 
was owing entirely to his very cxtenfive conneftions 
among the Mafons. He travelled like a philofopher 
.from city to city, from Lodge to Lodge, and even 
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from houfe to houfe, before his Illumination, trying to 
unite the Mafons,and he now went over the fame ground 
to extend the EcleRic Syjlem, and to get the Lodges put 
under the dire £U on of the Illuminati, by their choice of 
the Mailer and Wardens. By this the Order had an op; 
portunityof noticing the conduft of individuals ; and 
when they had found out their manner of thinking, and 
that they were fit for their purpofe, they neveir quitted 
them till they had gained them over to their party. W« 
have feen, that he was by no means void of religious 
impreflions, and we often find him offended with the 
ntheifm of Spartacus. Knigge was at the fame time a 
man of the world, and had kept good company. Weif- 
haupt had palled his life in the habits of a college. 
•Therefore he knew Knigge’s value, and communicated 
to him all his projects, to be dreffed up by him for the 
tafte of fociety. Philo was of a mush more affeCUonatt 
difpofition, with fomething of a devotional turn, and 
was fhocked at the hard indifference of Spartacus. Af- 
ter labouring four years with great zeal, he was provok- 
ed with the difingenuous tricks of Spartacus, and he 
broke off aill conne&ion with the Society in 1784, and 
fome time after publilhed a declaration of all that he 
had done in it. This is a mod excellent account of the 
plan and principles of the Order (at lead as he conceiv- 
ed it, for Spartacus had much deeper views) and ihows 
ihat the aim of it was to abolifh Chridianity, and all the 
date -governments in Europe, and to edablilh a great re- 
public. But it is full of romantic notions and enthufi- 
aftic declamation, on the hackneyed topics of univerfai 
citizenlhip, and liberty and equality. Spartacus gave 
him line, and allowed him to work on, knowing that 
he could difeard him when he chofe. I lhall after this 
give fome extraCls from Philo’s letters, from which the 
reader will fee the vile behaviour of Spartacusj and the 
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nature of his ultimate Views. In the mean time we may 
proceed with the account of the principles of the fyftem. 

JSfiartacus to Cato. 

“ Nothing would be more profitable to us than a 
right hiftory of mankind. Defpotifm has robbed them 
of their liberty. How can the weak obtain protection? 
Only by union ; but this is rare. Nothing can bring 
this about but hidden focieties. Hidden fchools of wif. 
dom are the means which will one day free men from 
their bonds. Thefe have in all ages been the archives 
of nature, and of the rights of men ; and by them fhall 
human nature be railed from her fallen Rate. Princes 
and nations fhall vanifh from the earth. The human 
race will then become one family, and the world will be 
the dwelling of rational men. 

“ Morality alone can do this. The head of every 
family will be what Abraham was, the patriarch, the 
prieft, and the unlettered lord of his family, and Reafon 
will be the code of laws to all mankind. T h i s,” fays 
Spartacus, “ is our great secret. True, there may 
be Tome difturbance ; but by and by the unequal will 
become equal ; and after the ftorm all will be calm. 
Can the unhappy confequences remain when the grounds 
of diflenfion are removed ? Roufe yourfelves therefore, 
, O men 1 affert your rights ; and then will Reafon rule 
with unperceived fway.j and ali* shall be happy.* 

* Happy France ! . Cradle of illumination, where the morning 
of Reafon has dawned, difpelling the clouds of Monarchy and 
Chriftianity, where the babe has fucked the blood of the unenlight- 
ened, and Murder ! Fire ! Help ! has been the lullaby to ling it 
to lleep. ' 
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’ “ Morality will perform all this ; and morality is th$ 
fruit of Illumination; duties and rights are reciprocal; 
"Where Octavius has no right, Cato owes him no duty. 
Illumination (hews us our fights, and Morality follows ; 
that Morality which teaches us to be of age, to be cut of 
wardenfhip, to be fill grown, and to walk without the 
ieading-Jlrings of priejls and princes.' 

i , * 

; <e Jefus of Nazareth, the Grand. Matter of our Ori 
dcr, appeared at a time when the world was in the utmoft 
diforder, and among a people who for ages had groaned 
•under, the yoke of bondage. He taught them the lef- 
fons of reafon. To be more effeftive, he took in the aid 
of Religion — of opinions which were current — and, in 
a very clever manner , he combined his fecrct doftrinet 
with the popular religion, and with the cuftoms which 
lay to his hand. In thefc be wrapped up his leflons^-*> 
he taught by parables. Never did any prophet lead mea 
fo eafily and fo fecurely along the road of liberty. He 
concealed the precious meaning and confequences of his 
doftrines ; but fully difclofed them to a chofcn few. 
He fpeaks of a kingdom of the upright and faithful ; his 
Father’s kingdom, whole children we alfo are. Let us 
only take Liberty and Equality as the great aim of his 
do&rines, and Morality as the. way to attain it, and eve- 
ry thing in the New Tettament will be comprehenfiWe ; 
and Jefus will appear as the Redeemer of flaves. Man 
is fallen from the condition of Liberty and Equality, 
the state of pure nature. He is under fubordf- 
nation and civil bondage, arifing from the vices of man. 
This is the fall, and' original sin. • ThcRiNc- 
domof grace is that reftoration which may be brought 
about by Illumination and ajutt Morality. This is the 
new birth. When man lives under .government, he 
is fallen, his worth is gone, and his nature tarnifhed. 
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By fubdulng our paflions, or limiting their cravings, we 
may recover a great deal of our original worth, and live 
in a (late of grace. This is the redemption of men — this 
is accompliflied by Morality ; and when this is fpread 
Over the world, we have the K4 n.g dom os the just. 

■ “ But alas ! the talk of felf-formation was too hard 
for the fubje&s of the Roman empire, corrupted by 
every fpecies of profligacy. A: chofen few received 
ihado&rines in fecret, and they have been handed down 
to us (but frequently - almoft • buried under rubbilh of 
man’s invention) by the Free Mafons; Thefe three 
conditions of human fociety are exprefled by the rough, 
die fplit and the polilhed (lone. The rough (lone, and 
die one that is fplit, exprefs our condition' under ci- 
vil government ; rough by every fretting inequality of 
condition ; and fplit, fince we are no longer one family? 
tad are farther divided by differences of government^ 
tank, property,. and religion ; but when reunited in one 
family, we are reprefented by the polifhed done. G. ifc 
Grace ; the Flaming Star is the Torch of Reafon.. 
Thofe who poflefs this knowledge are indeed -I llu mi- 
hat i. Hiram is our fictitious Grand Matter, (lain for 
the redemption of slaves ; the Nin6 Matters are 
the Founders of the Order. Free Mafonry is a Royafl 
Art, inafmuch as it teaches us to walk without trammels, 
«nd to govern ourfelves.” 

Reader, dre you not curious to learn fomething of this 
;aM -powerful morality, fo- Operative on the heart of the 
•truly illuminated— of this difciplina arcani , entuftcd on- 
ly to the chofen few, and handed down to Profeflor 
•"VVeilhaupt, to Spartacus, and his affociates, who have 
■cleared it of the rubbilh heaped on' it by the dim-fighted 
• - R = 
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;Mafons, and how beamin g in- its native iuftre on the 
•minds -of the Areopagitee ? The teachers of ordinary 
Chriftianity have been labouring for almoft 2000 years, 
with the New/Teftament in their hands ; many of them 
with great addrefs, and many, I believe, with honeft 
zeal. But alas ! they cannot produce fuch wonderful 
and certain effefts (for obferve, that Weifliaupt repeat- 
edly allures us that his means are certain) probably for 
want of this difciplina arc am, of whofe efficacy fo much 
is faid. Moll fortunately, Spartacus has given us a 
brilliant fpecimen of the ethics which illuminated him- 
■felf on a trying occafion, where an ordinary Chriftiaa 
would have been much perplexed, or would have taken 
a road widely different from that of this illuftrious apof- 
tle of light. And feeing that feveral of the Arcopagitet 
'co-operated in the tran fa&ion, and that it was carefully 
.concealed from the profane and dim-fighted world, we 
can have no doubt but that it was conduced according 
-to the difciplina arcani of Illumination. I fhalT give it 
•in his own words - 

. Spartacus to Marius, September 1783. 

. “ I am now in the mod embarraffing fituation; k 
robs me of all reft, and makes me unfit for every thing. 
I am in danger of lofing at once my honor and my repu- 
tation, by which I have long had fuch influence. : What 
think you — my fifter-in-law is with child. I have fent 
her to Euriphon, and am endeavouring to procure a 
.marriage-licence from Rome. . How much depends on 
diis uncertainty — and there is not a moment to lofe. 
Should I fail, what is to be done P What a return do I 
make by. this to a perfon to whom I am.fo much oblig- 
ed ! (we fhall fee the probable meaning of this exclama- 
tion by and by.) We have tried every method in our 
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fo'wcr to deftroy the child ; aftd I hope (he is determined - 
an every , thing-t-even d—. (Can this mean death ?) 
But alas! Euriphon is, I fear, too timid (alas ! poor ; 
woman, thou art now under the difeiplina arcani ) and L 
Jee no other expedient. Could I be but adored of the 
filence of Celfus (a phyfician at Ingoldftadt) he can re- 
lieve me, and he promifedme as .much three years ago* 
Do fpeak to him, if you think he will be (launch, i 
would not let Cato (his deareft friend, and his chief or 
only confidant in the fefeemeof illumination) know it 
yet, becaufe the affair in other re (peels requires his . 
whole friendJhip. (Cato had all the pretty receipts.) 
Could you but help me out of this dillrefs, you would 
give me life, honor, and peace, and Jlrength to work 
•gain in the great caufe. If you cannot, be allured l 
will venture on the mod delperate ftroke (poor . filler !) 
for it is fixed. — I will , not lofe my honor. 1 I cannot 
conceive what devil has made me to go affray — me who 
have always beenfe careful on juch occafions. As yet all 
is quiet, and none know of it but you and Euriphon: 
Were it but time to undertake any tiling — but alas ! it 
is the fourth month. Thefe damned priefts too. — for the 
•a&ion is fo criminally accounted by them, and fcanda- 
lifes the blood. This makes the utmoft efforts and the 
mod defj^fate meafures abfohuely neccflary.” 

It will throw fome light on this tranfa&ion if we read 
* letter from Spartacus to Cato, about this time. 

“ One thing more, my cleared, friend— Would it be 
agreeable to you to have roc for a brother-in-law. If 
this (liould be agreeable, and if it can be brought about 
without prejudice to my honor, as I hope it may, I 
am not -without hopes that the connection may take 
•place. But in the mean time keep it a fi:cret, and only 
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give 'me permiffion to enter into correfpondenee an the 
fobjeft with the good lady, . to whom I beg you will of* 
fer my refpe£lful compliments, and I will explain my- 
felf more fully t£ you by word of mouth, and tell you 
' my whole fituation. But I repeat it— the thing muft be 
gone about with addrefs and caution. I would not for 
all the world deceive* perfon who certainly' has not de- 
fended fo of me.” 

. What interpretation can be put on this P Cato feems 
to be brother to the poor woman — he was unwittingly 
to fumilh the drugs, and he was to be dealt with about 
confenting to a marriage, which could not be altogether 
agreeable to him, fince it required a difpenfation, fhe 
being already the fifter-in-law of Weilhaupt, either the 
filler of his former wife, or the widow of a dectafed 
brother. Or perhaps Spartacus really wifhes to marry 
Cato’s filler, a different perfon from die poor woman 
in the draw; and he conceals this adventure from his 
trufty friend Cato, till he fees what becomes of it. The 
child may perhaps be got rid of, and then Spartacus is a 
free man. There is a letter to Cato, thanking him for 
his friendship in the affair of the child — but k gives no 
light. I meet with another account, that the filler of 
Zwack threw herfelf from the topvof a tower, and beat 
out her brains. But it is not faid that it was an 6nly 
; fifter ; if it yras, the probability is, that Spartacus had 
paid his addreJTes to her, and fucceeded, and that the 
fubfequent affair of his marriage with his fifter-in-law or 
-fomething worfe, broke her heart. This feems the bell 
account of the matter. For Hertel (Marius) writes to 
Zwack in November 1 789 : “ Spartacus is this day 
gone home, but has left his fifter-in-law pregnant behind 
(this is from Baffus Hoff.) About the new year be 
hopes to be made merry by a , who will be before 
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til kings and prince*— a 1 young Spartacat. The Pope 
alfo will refped him, and legitimate him before the rime." 

Now, vulgar Chtiftian, compare this with the former 
declaration of Weilhaupt, in page 1 ta, where he- appeal* 
to the tenor of his former life, which had been fo- fevere- 
ly fcrutinifed, without diminifhing his high reputation 
and great influence, and his ignorance and abhorrence 
of all thofe things found in Cato’s repofitories. You fee 
this 'was a furpriffr— he had formerly proceeded cauti- 
oufly. — He is tho belt man,” fays Spartac-us, “ who beft' 
conceals hi* faults.”— -He was difappointed by Celfui, 
w ho had promt fed him his vjjiflance on fuck occafions 
three years ago, during which time he had been bufy in 
“• forming himfelf.” How far he has advanced, the 
' reader may judge. 

• One is curious to know what became of the poor wo- 
man : (he was afterwards taken to the houfe -of Baron 
-Baffus j but here the fodlifh woman, for want of that 
courage which Illumination, and the bright profpefl of 
eternal deep fhould have produced, took fright at the 
-dijciplina etrcanii left the houfe, and in the hidden fo- 
ciety of a midwife and nurfe brought forth a young 
-Spartacus, who now lives to thank his father for his en- 
deavours to murder him. A “ damned priejl," the good 
Bilhop oCFreyfingen, knowing the cogent reafons, pro- 
cured the difpenfation, and Spartacus was obliged, like 
-another dim-fighted mortal, to marry her. The fcan- 
dal was hufhed, and would not have been di (covered 
■hadit not been for thefe private writings. 

But Spartacus fays (page 118) “ that wheir-you. think 
him funk to the bottom, he will fpring up with double 
‘.vigour.” In a Tub fequent work called-SAor* Amendment 
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of my Plan , he fays, “ If men were not habituated t<t 
wicked manners, his letters would be their own juftifi-i 
cation.” He does not fay that he is without fault j “ but 
they are faults of the underftanding — not of the heart. 
He had, firA of all, to form himfelf ; and this is a worlo 
of time.” In the affair of his fiAer-in-law he admits the 
fads, - and the attempts to deAroy the child ; “ but this 
is far from proving any depravity of heart. In his con- 
dition, his honor at Aake, what elfe was left him to do ? 
His greateA enemies, the Jefuits, have taught that in 
fuch a cafe it is lawful to make away with the child,” 
and he quotes authorities from their books. “ -In the 
introductory faulf he has the example of the- be A of 
men. The fecond was its natural confequcnce, it was 
altogether involuntary, and, in the eye of aphilofophi- 
cal judge (I prefume of the Gallic School) who does 
not fquare himfelf by the harfli letters of a blood-thirjlj 
lawgiver , he has but a very trifling account to fettle. 
He had become a public teacher, and was greatly fol- 
lowed ; this example might have ruined many young men. 
The eyes of the Order alfo were fixed on him- The 
edifice refied on his credit ; had he fallen, he could no 
longer have been in a condition to treat the matters of vir- 
tue jo as to make a lofting mprtjjion. It was chiefly his 
anxiety to fupport the credit of the Order which deter- 
mined him to take this Aep- I t makes for him, but by 
no means againf him ; and the perfons who are moA in 
fault are the flavifh inquilitors, who have publifhed the 
tranfaction, in order to make his character more remark- 
able, and to hurt the Order through his perfon ; and 
they have not fcrupled, for this hellifh purpolc, to Air 
up a child againft its father ! ! !” 

I make no reflections on this very remarkable, and 
highly ufeful llory, but content myfelf with faying, that 
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■this juftification by Weifhaupt (which I have been care- 
ful to give in his own words) is the greateft indance of 
effrontery and infult on the fentitnents of mankind that 
I have ever met with. We are all fuppofed as com- 
pletely corrupted as if we had lived under the full blaze 
of Illumination. 

‘ In other places of this- curious correfpondence wo 
learn that Minos, and others of the Areopagitx, wanted 
to introduce Atheifm at once, and not go hedging in the 
•manner thdy did ; affirming it was ealier to (bow at once 
that Atheifm was friendly to fociety, than to explain all 
their Mafonic Chriftianity, which they were afterwards 
to (how to be a bundle of lies. Indeed this purpofe, of 
not only abolilhing Chriftianity, but all pofitive religion 
whatever, was Weiffiaupt’s favorite fcheme from the be- 
ginning. Before he canvaffed for his Order, in 1774, 
•he publifhed a fictitious antique, which he called Sidomi 
lApollinaris Fragmenta , to prepare (as he exprefsly (ays 
in another place) mens minds for the doCtrines of Rea- 
fon, which contains all the deteftable doClrines of Rdbi- 
net’s Syjleme de-la Nature. The publication of the fe- 
cond part was flopped. Weifhaupt fays, in his Apo- 
logy for the Illuminati, that before 1780 he had 
retraced his opinions about Materialism, and about the 
inexpediency of Princes. But this is falfe : Philo fays 
•exprefsly, that every thing remained on its original foot- 
ing in the whole practice and dogmas of the Order when 
■he quitted -it in July 1784. AH this was concealed, and 
.even the abominable Mafonry, in the account of the Or- 
der which Weifhaupt publilhed at Regenfburg ; and it 
required the'conftant efforts of Phik> to prevent bare or 
flat .Atheifm from being uniformly taught in their de- 
grees. He had told the council that Zeno Would not 
be under a roof with a man who deni'ed the immortality 
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qf the foul. He complains of Minor’s cramming rrediv- 
jgion down their throats in every meeting, and fays, tha|. 
he frightened many from entering the Older. “ Truth,’,’ 
fays Philo, “ is a clever, but a modeft girl, who muft be 
led by the hand like a gentlewoman, but not kicked 
about like a whore.” Spartacus complains much of tfit 
fqeamifhnefs of Philo ; yet Philo is not a great deal be- 
hind him in irreligipn. When ebeferibing to Cato 'the 
Chriftianity of the Prieft-degree, as he had manufa&uif. 
ltd it, he lays, “ It is all one whether it be true or-falfo, 
we mud have it, that we may tickle thofe who have a 
hankering for religion.” All the odds feems to be, that 
he was of a gentler difpofition, and had more deference 
even for the abfurd prejudices of others. In one of 
his angry letters to Cato -lie fays ; “ The vanity and felf 
conceit of Spartacus would have got the better of aU 
prudence, had I not checked him, and prevailed on thf 
Arcojmgitcc but to defer the developement of the bold 
principles till we had firmly fecured the man. I even 
.wilhed to entice the candidate the more by giving him 
hack all his former bonds of fecrecy, and leaving him Ml 
liberty to walk out without fear ; and 1 am certain that 
they were, by tliis time, fo engaged that we Ihould not 
have loft one than. But Spartacus had compofed as 
exhibition of his ]aft principles, for a difeourfe of recept- 
ion, in which he painted his three favorite myfterious 
degrees, which were to be conferred by him alone, in co- 
lours which had fafeinated his own fancy. But they 
were the colours of hell, and would have feared the mot 
intrepid-; and bccaufe I reprefented the danger of this, 
and by force obtained the omifiion of this pi&ure, he 
became my implacable enemy. I abhor treachery and 
profligacy, and loave him to blow himfelf and his Order 
in the air*” 
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’ Accordingly this happened. It was this which tern- 
(fed one of the four profeffors, and made him impart 
His doubts to the reft. Yet Spartacus feetns to have pro* 
filed by the apprehenfions of Philo ; for in the laft re- 
ception, he, fat die firft time, exafts a bond from the 
intrant, engaging himfelf for ever to the Order,' and ' 1 
fwearing that he will never draw back. Thus admit- 
ted, h? becomes a fure card. The' courfe of his life is* 
in the hands ofihe Order, and his thoughts on a thou- 
ftnd dangerous points; his reports concerning his neigh-* 
Hours and friends ; in ihort, his honor and his neck. 
The Deift, thus led on, has not far to go before he be--' 
comes a Naturalift or Atheift ; and then the eternal 
flap of death crowns all his humble hopes. 

Before giving an account of the higher degrees, T 
fell juft extract from one letter more on a Angular** 
fabjeft. 

Minos to Sdajlian , 1782. 

* The propofat of Hercules to eftablifh a Minervat 
fchool for girls is excellent, but requires much circum- 
fpeftion; Philo and I have long converfed on this fub- 
jeft. We cannot improve the world without' improv- 
ingwomen, who have fuch a mighty influence on the 
men. But how lhall we get hold of them ? How wilt 
their relations, particularly their mothers, immerfed in 
prejudices, confent that others' fliall influence their edu- 
cation ? We muft begin with grown girls. Hercules 
propofes the wife of Ptolemy Magus. I have no ob- 
jection ; and I have four ftep-daughters, fine girls. The 
oldeftin particular is excellent. She is twenty-four, 

has read much, is above all prejudices, and in religion 

' ' ' 


Digitized by L^ooQLe 



w g THE ILLUMINATI. 

s, 

fhe thinks- as I do. They have much acquaintance 
ajnongthe young ladies their relations (N. B, we don’t 
know the rank of Minos, but as he does not ufe the 
word Damen, but Frauenzimmer » it is probable that it 
is not high.) It may immediately be a very pretty So- 
ciety, under the management of Ptolemy’s wife, but re- 
ally under his management. You muit contrive pretty 
degrees, and dreifes, and ornaments, and elegant and. 
decent rituals. No man muft be admitted. This will 
make them become more keen, and they will go much 
farther than if we were prefent, or than if they thought 
that we knew of their proceedings. Leave them to the- 
fcope of their own fancies, and they will foon invent 
mylleries which will put us to the bluih, and create an. 
enthuiiafm which we can never equal. They will be 
our great apoflles. . Reded on the refped, nay the awe 
and terror in fpired by the female my flics of antiquity. 
(Think of the Danaids — think of the Theban Bacchantes' 
Ptolemv’s wife muft dired them, and fhe will be in- 
ftruded by Ptolemy, and my ftep-daughters will confult 
with me. We inuft always be at hand to prevent the in- 
tjrodudion of- any . improper queftioa. We muft pre- 
pare themes for their difcuflion — thus we ihall confefs 
them, and infpire them with our fentiments. No man 
however muft come near them. This will fire their 
roving fancies, and we may exped rare mylleries. But 
I am doubtful whether this Affociation will be durable. 
Women are fickle and impatient. Nothing will pleafe 
them but hurrying from degree to degree, through a 
heap of jnfignificant ceremonies, which will foon lofe 
their novelty and influence. To ,reft ferioufly in one 
rank, and to be ftifl and filent when they have found out 
that the whole is a cheat (hear the words of an experi- 
enced Mafon) is a talk of which they are incapable. 
They have hot our motives to petfevere for years, al- 
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Towing themfelve's to be led about, and even then to hold 
their tongues when they find that they have been deceiv- 
ed. Nay there is a rifle that they may take it into their 
heads to give things an oppofite turn, and then, by vo- 
luptuous allurements, heightened .by affefted modefty 
and decency, which give them an irrefiftible empire 
over ‘ the bed men, they may turn our. Order uptime 
down, and in their turn will lead the new one." 


Such is the information which may be got from- the 
private correfpondence. It is needlefs to make more 
extrafts of every kind of vice and trick. I have taken 
fuch as fhow a little of the plan of the Order, as far as 
the degree of Illuminatus Minor, and the vile purpofes 
which are concealed under all their fpecious declamation. 
, A very minute account is given of the plan, the ritual, 
ceremonies, See. and even the inftruftions and difeourfes, 
in a book called the Achte Illuminat , publiflied at Eaejfa 
(Frankfurt) in 1787. Philo fays, “ that this is qufte 
accurate, but that he does not know the author.” I, pro- 
ceed to give an account of their higher degrees, as they 
are to be feen in the book called Neuejle Arbcitung des 
Spartacus und Philo. And the authenticity of the ac- 
counts is attefted by Grollman, a private gentleman of 
independent fortune, who read them, figned and fealed 
by Spartacus and the Areopagita. 

, ♦ 

The feries of ranks and progrefs of the pupil were ar- 
ranged as follows : 


Nursery, < 


Preparation, 
Novice, 
Minerval, • 

I Hu min. Minor. 
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{ Syn- f * - - . - Apprentice, • 

bolic < ' - - - - Fellow Craft, 

[ - • - • Mafter, 

? , I Ilium. Major , Scotch Novicfc, 

c0 c Ilium, dingcm, S cotch Knight. 


tklYSTERlKS. 


{ 


Lefler, 

Greater, 


f Prelbyter, Prteft, 
1 Prince, Repent, 

J Magus, 


The Reader mult be almoft fick of fo much villany, 
and would be difgufted with the minute detail, in which 
the cant of the Order is ringing continually in his ears. 
I lhall therefore only give fuch a ihort extrad as may 
fix our notions of the objed of the Order, and the 
morality of the means employed for attaining it. We 
need not go back to the lower degrees, and lhall begin 
with the ILLUMINATUS DIRIGENS , or Scotch 
Knickt. 

After a Ihort introdudion, teaching us how the holy 
fecret Chapter of Scotch Knights is aflembled, we have, 

I. Fuller accounts and inftrudions relating to the whole. 

II. Inftrudions for the lower clafles of Mafonry. III. 
Inftrudions relating to Mafon Lodges in general. IV. 
Account of a reception into this degree, with the bond 
which each fubfcribes before he can be admitted. V. 
Concerning the folemn Chapter for reception. VI. 
Opening of the Chapter. VII. Ritual of Reception, 
and the Oath. VIII. Shutting of the Chapter. IX. 
Agape, or Love Feaft. X. Ceremonies of the conle- 
cration of the Chapter. Appendix A, Explanation of 
the Symbols of Free Mafonry. B, Catechifm for the 
Scotch Knight. C, Secret Cypher. 
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. In.Na. I. if is faid that the “ chief ftudy of the Scotch 
Knight is to work on all men in fuch a way as is moft 
inlinuating. II. He rnuft endeavour to acquire the 
pofleffion of conGderable property. III. In all Mafoa 
Lodges we muft try fecretly to get the upper hand. The 
Mafonsdo not know what Free Mafonry is, their high 
obje£^s, nor their higheft Superiors, and Ihould be di- 
rected by thofe who will lead them along the right road. 

. In preparing a candidate for the degree of Scotch Knight- 
hood, we muft bring him into dilemmas by catching 
queftions. — We muft endeavour to get the difpofal of 
the money of the Lodges of the Free Mafons, or at 
leaft take care that it be applied to purpofes favorable 
to our Order — but this mult be done in a way that ihall 
not be remarked. Above all, we muft puih forward 
with all our {kill, the plan of Eclectic Mafonry, and for 
this purpofe follow up the circular letter already fent to - 
all the Lodges with every thing that can increafe their 
prefent embarralfment.” In the bond of No; IV. the 
candidate binds himfelf to “ confider and treat the Illu- 
minati as the Superiors of Free Mafonry, and endca- 
-vour in all the Mafon Lodges which he frequents^ to 
have the Mafonry of the Illuminated, and particularly 
the Scotch Noviciate, introduced into the Lodge.’’ 
(This is not very different from the Mafonry of the 
Chevalier de V Aigle of the Rofaic Mafonry, making 
the Mailer's degree a fort of commemoration of the paf- 
fion, but without giving that character to Chriftianity 
which is peculiar to Illuminatifm.) Jefus Chrift is re- 
prefented as the enemy of fuperftitious obfervanccs, and 
• theaflertorof the Empire of Reafon and of Brotherly 
love, and his death and memory as dear to mankind. 
This evidently paves the way for Weifhaupt’s Chrifti- 
anity. The Scotch Knight alfo engages “ to conlider 
the Superiors of the Order as the unknown Superiors 
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bf Free Mafonry, and to contribute all he can to their 
gradual union.” In the Oath, No. VII. the candidate 
fays, ** I will never more be a flatterer of the great, I 
Vill never be a lowly fervant of princes ; but I will ftrivfe 
with fpirit, and with addrefs, for virtue, wifdom, and 
liberty.' I will- powerfully oppofe fuperftition, (lander, 
and defpotifm ; fo, that like a true fon of the Order, I 
may ferve the world. I will never facrifice the general 
good* and the happinefs of the world, to my private 
intereft. I will boldly defend my Brother againft (lan- 
der, will follow out the' traces of the pure and true Re- 
ligion pointed out to me in my inftrucUons, and in the 
doctrines of Mafonry j and will faithfully report to my 
Superiors the progrefs I make therein.” * 

When he gets the ftroke which dubs him a Knight, 
the Prefcs fays to him, “ Now prove thy felf, by thy 
ability, equal to Kings, and never from this time for- 
ward bow thy knee to one who is, like thyfelf, but a 

man.” ' 

. 1 

No. IX is an account of the Love-Feaft. • 

tjl, There is a Table Lodge, opened as ufual, biit 
in virtue of the ancient Mafter-word. Then it is faid, 
“ Let moderation, fortitude, morality, and genuine 
love of the Brethren, with the overflowing of innocent 
and carelefs mirth reign here.” (This is almoft verba- 
tim from Toland.) 

ad, In the middle of a bye-table is a chalice, a pot 
of wine, an empty plate, and a plate of unleavened 
bread — All is covered with a green cloth. • ' 
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3 d, When the Table Lodge is ended, and the Pre- 
fect fees no obftacle, he Jlrikes on this bye-table the, 
flroke of Scotch Madex, and his fignal is repeated by 
the Senior Warden. All axe dill and filent. The Pre-» 
fefl lifts off the cloth. 

4 th, The Prefeft afks, whether the Knights are in the 
difpofition to partake of the Love-Fead in earned, peace, 
and contentment. If none hefitates, or offers to retire, 
he takes the plate with the bread and fays,- 

• ** J. of N. our Grand-Mader, in the night in which 
he was betrayed by his friends, perfecuted for his love 
for truth, imprifoned, and condemned to die, aflem- 
Ned his trufty Brethren, to celebrate his lad Love-Fead 
—which is fignified to us in'many ways. He took bread 
(taking it) and broke it {breaking it) and bleffed it, and 
gave it to his difciples, <fcc. — This fhall be the mark of 
our Holy Union, See . Let each of you examine his 
heart, whether love reigns in it, ^nd whether he, in full 
imitation of our Grand-Mader, is ready to laydown 
his life for his Brethren. 

, w Thanks be to our Grand-Mader, who has appoint- 
ed this fead as a memorial of his kindnefs, for the unit- 
ing of the hearts of thofe who love him.-— Go in peace, 
and bleffed be this new AfTociation which we have form- 
ed.; — Bleffed be ye who remain loyal and drive for the 
good caufe.” r 

5 th, The Prefect immediately clofes the Chapter with 
the ufual ceremonies of the Loge de Table. 

) ; 

. 6 th, It is to-be. ohferved, that no pried of the Order 
mud be prefent at this Love- Fead,. and that even the 
Brother Servitor quits the Lodge. 
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I mud obferve here, that Philo, the manufafturer of 
this ritual, has done it very injudicioufly ; it has no re- 
femblance whatever to the Love-Feaft of the primitive 
Chriftians, and is merely a copy of a- fimilar thing in one 
of the Reps of French Mafonry. • Philo’s reading in 
church-hiftory. was probably very fcanty, or he trufted 
that the candidates would not be very nice in their exa- 
mination of it, and he imagined that it would do well 
Enough, and “ tickle fuch asdvad a religious hankering.” 
Spartacus difliked it exceedingly — it did not accord 
with his ferious conceptions, and he juftly calls it Jfouer 
la Religion. 

The difcourfe of reception is to be found alfo in the 
fecret correfpondencc ( Nachtrag II. Abtheilung, p. 44). 
But it is needlefs to infert it here. I have given the fub- 
ftance of this and of all the Cofmo-political declamati- 
ons already in the panegyric introduction to the account 
of the procefs of education. And in Spartacus’s letter, 
and in Philp’s I have given an abftraCt of the introduc- 
tion to the explanation given in .this degree of the fym- 
bols of Free Mafonry. With refpeft to the explanation 
itlelf, it is as (lovenly and wretched as can be imagined, 
and (hows that Spartacus trufted to much more opera-* 
pve principles in the human heart for the reception of 
his nonfenfe than the dilates of unbiafled reafon. None 
but promiftng fubjects were admitted thus far — fuch as 
would not boggle » and their principles were already 
fufficiently apparent to afiure him that they would be 
contented with any thing that made game of religion, and 
would be diverted by the ferioufnefs which a chance de- 
votee might exhibit during thefe filly caricatures of 
Chriftianity and Frpe Mafonry. But there is confidera- 
ble addrefs in the-way-that Spartacus prepares his pupil# 
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lor having all this mummery fhown in its true colours^ 
and overturned. 

. “ Examine, read, think on . thefe fymbols. There 
'ftte many things which one cannot find out without a 
guide nor even learn without inftru&ion.. They require 
ftudy and zeal. Should you in any future period think 
(hat you have conceived a clearer notion of them, that 
you have found a paved road, declare your difcoveries 
(0. your Superiors; it is thus that you improve your 
mind ; they expeft this of you ; they know the true path 
: — but will not point it out — enough if they aflift you in 
every approach to it, and warn you when you recede 
from it. They have even put things in your way to try 
your powers of leading yourfelf through' the difficult 
track of difcovery. In this procefs the weak head finds 
only child’s play — the initiated finds obje&s of thought 
which language cannot exprefs,.andthe thinking mind 
finds food for. his faculties.”. By fuch forewarnings as 
thefe Weifhaupt leaves room for any deviation, for any 
fentimeot or opinion of the individual that he may after- 
wards choofe to encourage, and “ to.whifper in their ear 
{as he exprefles it) many things, which he did not find it 
prudent to infert in a printed compend.” . . 

( . But all the principles and aim of Spartacus and of his 
Order are moft diftinftly feen in the third or Myftery 
Clafs. I proceed therefore to give fome account of it* 
By the Table it appears to have two degrees, the Leflec 
«ind the Greater Myfteries, each of which have two de- 
partments, one relating chiefly to Religion and the other 
lo Politics. 

* The Prieft’s degree contains, i. An IntroduQion. 2. 
Further Accounts of'the Reception- iri'tdthis degree. 3. 

T 
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What is called Ipftrv»^ion in the Third Chamber, which 
the candidate muft read over. 4. The. Ritual .o£ Re* 
ception. - 5. Inftru&ion for the Firft Degree of the 
frieft's Clafs, called InJlruEtio in Scicntijicis. 6 . Ac- 
count of the Confearation of a Dean, the Superior of 
this Lower Order of Priefts. 

r ; 

■ The Regent degree contains, 1. Dire Si oh s to the 
Provincial concerning th^ difpenCatipn of this degree, 
a. Ritual of .Reception; 3^ Syfbenr of Dire&ion for 
the whole Order. 4. InftraQion for the whole Regent 
degree. 5. Infiruftion for the Prefers of Local Supe- 
riors. 6. Inftru&km far the Provincials. 

: The moft Kjmarkable thing, in the Priefl’s degree is 
the IidfrnfUon in the Third Chamber* It is to be (bund 
in the private correfpondence. (Nachtrage Original 
Schrifien 1787, ad Abthtilung', page 44.) There it 
has the tide Difcourfe to the Illuminati Dirigcntes , or 
Scotch Knights. In the critical hiftbry, which is an- 
nexed to tha NateJle Arbeitung , there is an Account given 
of the. realon for this denomination ; and notice is taken 
of fome differences between the i»ftru£hons.herc coiv 
tained and that difcourfe. 

This inftruAion begins with fore complaints of the 
low condition of the huinan race ; and. the cailfes are de r 
duced from religion, and ftate-govemment. u Men ori- 
ginally led a patriarchal life, in which every father of a 
family was the foie lord of his houfe and his property, 
while he-himfelf poffefled general freedom and equlity, 
But they fuffered themfelves to be opprelled — gave 
themfelves up to civil focieties, and formed flats*. Even 
by this they fell ; and this is the fall of man, by which 
they were thruft into unfpeakable mifery. To get out 

rf 
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of (his*ftate, to be freed and born agfein, there is no 
dther mead thfm the ufe of puleReafon, by which a'" 
general morality may bfe eftablifhed, which will put "man- 
in-a condition to govern himfelf, regain his o'riginar 
brorth, and difpeVtfe With all political fhpports, and par- : 
acularly with ruler?. This can be' done' in no other way 1 
but by fecret affociations, which will by degrees* and* 
in filence, poflefs themfelves of the government Of- thd 
States; and make ufe of- thofe means for ' this purpole 
which the wicked ufe for attaining their bate ends. Prin-> 
ces and Priefts are in particular, and kaf exochen , the’ 
wkked, whofe hands we rtiuft tie up by means of thefe. 
alfociations, if we cannot root them out altogether. 

ft Kings are parents. The paternal pOwer'Ceafes with 
the incapacity of the child ; and the father injures hii 
child, if he pretends to retain his right beyond this pe- 
riod. When a nation comes of age, their ftate of ward- 
ship is at anf end.” 

Here follows a long declamation again ft patriotifm, 
«« a narrow-minded principle when compared with frue 
•Cofmo-politifm. Nobles are reprefented as' “ a race of 
men that ferve not the nation but the Prince, whom a 
bint from the Sovereign ftirs up againft the nation, who 
•ire retained fervants and minifters of defpotifm, and the 
mean for oppreffing national liberty, Kings are accufed 
of a tacit convention, under the flattering appellation of 
the balance of power, to keep nations in fubjeflion, 

** The mean to regain Reafon her rights — to raife li- 
berty fromits afhes— -to reftore to man liis Original rights 
— to produce "the previous revolution' id the mind of 
man — to obtain an eternal viftory over oppreflbrs — and 
to work the redemption *of mankind, is fecret fchools of 
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vifdom. When the worthy have lengthened theiraf^ 
fociation by numbers, they are fipcure, and then theys 
begin to become powerful, and , terrible to the wicked* 
of whom many will, ' for fafety, amend themfelves — 
many will come over to our party, and we {ball bind 
the hands of the reft, and finally conquer them. Whom- 
ever fpreads general illumination augments mutual fecu- 
rity ; illumination and fecurity make princes unneflary j 
illumination performs this by creating an effeQive Mo-> 
rality, and Morality makes a nation of full age fit to go- 
vern itfelf ; and fince it is not impoffible to produce a 
juft Morality, it is poffible to regain freedom for the 
world.” 

K We mud therefore ftrengthen our band, and elia- 
blifh a legion, which fhall reftore the rights of man, 
original liberty and independence. 

\ 

Jefus Chrift” — but I am lick of all this. The fol- 
lowing queftions are put to the candidate ; 

1. Are our civil conditions in the •world the defti- 
nations that feem to be the end of our nature, or the 
purpofes for which man was placed on this earth, or are 
they not ? Do ftates, civil obligations, popular religion, 
fulfil the intentions of men who eftablifhed them ? Do 
fecret aflociations promote inftru&ion and true human 
happinefs, or are they the children of neceffity, of the 
multifarious wants, of unnatural conditions, or the inr 
ventions of vain and cunning men ?” 

2. * c What civil afiociation, what fcience do yoa 
think to the purpofe, and what are not ?” 
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• 3. <c “Has there ever been any other inthe* world, is- 
there no other more fimple condition, and what do you 
think of it ?” 

4. “ Does it appear poflible, after having gone through 
all the nonentities of our civil conftitutions, to recover 
for once our firft fimplicity, and get back to this honor- 
able uniformity ?” 

5. “ How can one begin this noble attempt ; by means 
of open fupport, by forcible revolution, or by whal; 
other way ?” 

6. “ Does Chriftianity give us any hint to this pur- 
pofe ? docs it not recognife fuch a blelfed condition as 
once the lot of man, and as {till recoverable ?” 

7. “ But is this holy religion the religion that is now 
profefled by any fe£t on earth, or is it a better ?” 

8. “ Can we learn this religion — can the world, as it 
is, bear the light ? Do you think that it would be of 
fcrvice, before numerous obftacles are removed, if we 
taught men this purified religion, fublime philofophy^ 
and the art of governing themfelves ? Or would not 
this hurt, by roufing the interefted pafTions of men ha- 
bituated to prejudices, who would oppofe this as wick- 
ed ?” 

9. ** May it not be more advifable to do away thefe 
corruptions bit by bit, in filence, and for this purpofe 
to propagate thefe falutary and heart-confoling do&rines 
■in' fecret ?” 

to. “ Do we not perceive traces of fuch a fecret doc- 
•trinc in the ancient fchoois of philofophy, in the doc- 
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trines and v iiiftruftions of tfie Bible, which Chrift, thw 
Redeemer and Liberator of the human race, gave to his 
trufty difciples P Do you not obferve an education, pro-: 
ceeding by fteps of this kind, handed down to us from, 
his time till the prefent ?” 

In the ceremonial of Reception, crowns and fceptre* 
are reprefented as tokens of human degradation. “ The 
plan of operation, by which our higher degrees aft, 
mull work powerfully on the world, and muft give ano- 
ther tum to all our prefent confutations.” ‘ 

Many other queftions are put to the pupil during his 
preparation, and his anfwers are given in writing. Some 
of thefe refcripts are to be found in the fecret correfpon- 
dence. Thus, “ How far is the pofition true, that all 
thofe means may be ufed for a good -purpofe which 
the wicked have employed for a bad ?” And along 
with this queftion there is an injunSion to take counfet 
from the opinions and conduct of the learned and wor- 
thy out of the fociety.- In one of the anfwers, the ex>. 
ample of a great philofopher and Cofmo-polite is ad* 
duced, who betrayed a private correfpondcnce emrufted 
to him, for the fervice of freedom ; the cafe was Dr. 
Franklin's. In another, the power of the Order was 
extended to the putting the individual to death ; and the 
reafon given, was, that “this power was allowed to aH 
Sovereignties, for the good of the State, and therefore 
belonged to the Order, which was tt> govern the world.” 
— “ N. B. We muft acquire the direction of educa- 
tion — of church-management — of the profefforial chair, 
and of the. pulpit. We muft bring our opinions into 
fafhion by every art — fpread them among the people bf 
fhe help of young writers. We muft preach the warm- 
eft concern for humanity, and make people in differ cm 
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lo all other relations. We mult take care that our wri- 
ters be well puffed, and that the Reviewers do not de- 
preciate them j therefore we muft endeavour by- every 
mean to gain over- the Reviewers and Jbumalifts j and 
we muft alfo try to gain the bookfellers, who in time 
will lee that it is their intereft to fide with us.” 

I conclude this account of' the degree of Prefbytef’ 
with remarking,- that there were two copies of it employe 
ed occasionally. In one of them all the moft offcnfive 
things in refpeCt of church and ftate were' left out. 

In the Regent degree, the proceedings andinftruc- 
tions are concluded in the fame manner. Here, it is 
(aid* “ We muft as much as poffible feleft for this de- 
gree perfons who are free, independent of all princes } 
particularly fuch as have frequently declared themfelves 
difcontented with the ufual 'inftitutions, and theirwifhes 
to See a better-government eftablifhed.” 

Catching queftions are put to the candidate for this 
degree ; fuch as, 

1. “ Would the Society be objectionable which 
fhould (till the greater revolution of nature ihould be 
ripe) put monarchs and rulers out of the condition to do 
harm ; which in filence prevents the abufe of power, by 
(unrounding the great with its members, and thus not 
only prevents their doing mifehief, but even makes' 
them do good ?” 

a. “ Is not the objection unjuft, That filch a Society 
may abufe its power. Do not our rulers frequently 
abufe their power, though we are filent P This power is 
B0 * fo fecurea* in the hands of our Members,' whom 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



.* 5 * 


tHE ILLUMINATE 


we train up with fo much care, and place about princei 
after mature deliberation and choice. If any govern-* 
ment can be harmlefs which is erected by man, furely it 
mull be ours, which is founded on morality, fore-light, 
talents, liberty, and virtue,” &c. 

The candidate is prefented for reception in the cha- 
racter of a Have ; and it is demanded of him w'hat has 
brought him into this molt miferable of all conditions. 
He anfwers — Society — the State — Submiilivenets — . 
Falfe Religion. A fkeleton is pointed out to him, at 
the feet of which are laid a Crown and a Sword. He 
is alked, whether that is the Ikeleton of a King, a No- 
bleman, or a Beggar ? As he cannot decide, the Pre- 
sident of the meeting fays to him, “ the charafter of be* 
ing a Man is the only one that is of importance.” 

. In a- long declamation on the hackneyed topics, we 
have here and there fome thoughts which have notyet 
come before us. 

[ . ...... . 

“ We mult allow the underlings to imagine (but with- 
out telling them the truth) that we direft all the Free 
Mafon Lodges, and even all other .Orders, and that the 
grcateft monarchs are under our guidance, which indeed 
is here and there the cafe. 

, “ There is no way of influencing men fo powerfully 
as by means of the women . Thefe Ihould therefore be 
our chief ftudy j we Ihould infinuate ourfelves iDto their 
good opinion, give them hints .of emancipation from 
the tyranny of public opinion, and of (landing up for 
themfelves ; it will be an immenfe relief to their enflav- 
«d minds to be freed from any one bond of reftraint, 
and it will fire them the more, and caufe them to work 
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.for us with zeal, . without knowing thatthey do fo ; for 
they will only be indulging their own defire of perfonal 
.admiration. 

“ We muft win the common people in every comer. 
This will be obtained chiefly by means of the fchools, 
and by open, hearty behaviour, fliow, condefcenfion, 
popularity, and toleration of their prejudices, which wp 
fhall at lcifure root out and difpel. 

“ If a writer publilhes any thing that attra&s notice, 
and is in. itfelf juft, but does not accord with our plan, 
we muft endeavour to win him over, or decry him. 

• ' '** A chief objeft of 6ur care muft be to keep down 
-that flavilh veneration for princes which fo much difgra- 
•ces all nations. Even in the foi-difant free England, 
the filly Monarch fays, We are gracioufly pleafed, and 
the more fimple people fay, Amen. Thefe men, com- 
monly very weak heads, are only the farther corrupted 
by this fervile flattery. But let us at once * give an ex- 
ample of our fpirit by our behaviour with Princes ; we 
muft avoid all familiarity — never entruft ourfelves to 
them — behave with precifion, but with civility, as to 
other men — fpeak of them’ on an equal footing — this 
i will in time teach them that they are by nature men, if 
• they have fenfe and fpirit, and that only by convention 
they are Lords. We muft afliduoufly collefl anecdotes, 
and the honorable and mean actions,’ both of the leaft 
and the greateft, and when their names occur in any 
records w’hich are read in our meetings, let them ever 
i>e' accompanied by thefe marks'of their real worth. ' 

“ The great ftrength of our Order lies in its conceal- 
ment;- let it never appear in any place, in its own name, 

. v - 
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but always covered by another name, and another oc- 
cupation. None is Jitter than the three lower degrees oj 
Free Mafonry ; the public is accujlomed to it , expcSs lit- 
tle from it , and therefore takes little notice of it. Next 
‘to this, the form of a learned or literary fociety is beft 
‘fuited to our purpofe, and had Free Mafonry not exift- 
'ed, this cover would have been employed ; and it may 
be much more than a cover, it may be a powerful engine 
in our hands. By eflablijhihg reading focieties , and fuh- 
fcription libraries , and taking thefe under our dtredion, 
and fupplying them through our labours , we may turn the 
public mind which way we will. 

In like manner we mud try to obtain an influence in 
the military academies (this may be of mighty confe- 
quence) the printing-houfes, bookfellers {hops, chapters, 
and in fhort in all offices which have any effe&, either 
in forming, or in managing, or even in dire&ing the 
mind of man : painting and engraving are highly worth 
our care.”* 

“ Could our Prefeft (obferve it is to the Illuminati 
Regentes he is fpeaking, whofe officers are Prefefti) fill 
the judicatories of a ftate with our worthy members, he 
does all that man can do for the Order. It is better than 
to gain the Prince himfelf. Princes fhould never get be- 
yond the Scotch knigthood. They either never profe- 
cute any thing, or they twill every thing to their own 
advantage. 

* (They were ftrongly fulpefted of having publifhed iome Ican- 
dalous caricatures, and fome very immoral prints.) They fcrupled 
at no mean, however bafe, for corrupting the nation- Mirabea* 
had done the fame thing at Berlin. By political caricatures and 
filthy prints, they corrupt even fuch as cannot read. 
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“ A Literary Society is the mod proper form for the 
introdu&ion of our Order into any date where we are 
yet drangers.” (Mark this !) 

1 

“ The power of the Order mud furely be turned to 
the advantage of its Members. All mud be allilted. 
They mud be preferred to all perfons otherwife of equal 
merit. Money, fervices, honor, goods, and blood, mud 
be expended for the fully proved Brethren, and the un- 
fortunate mud be relieved by the funds of the Society.” 

As evidence that this was not only their indru&ions, 
but alfo their afliduous practice, take the following report 
from the overfeerof Greece (Bavaria.) 

In Cato’s hand-writing. 

“ The number (about 600) of Members relates to 
Bavaria alone. 

“ In Munich there is a well-conftituted meeting of Il- 
luminati Majores, a meeting of excellent Illuminati Mi- 
nores , a refpeftable Grand Lodgej and two Minerval 
Affemblies. There is a Minerval Aflembly at Freyf- 
fing, at Landfberg, at Burghaufen, at Strafburg, at 
Ingoldadt, and at lad at Regenfburg.* 

“ At Munich we have bought a houfe, and by clever 
meafures have brought things fo far, that the citizens 
take no notice of it, and even fpeak of us with edeetn. 
We can openly go to the houfe every day, and carry . 
on the buiinefs of the Lodge. This is a great deal for 

* In this (mail turbulent city there were eleven fecret focieties of 
Mafons, Rofycrucians, Cfair-voyants,” &c. 
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this city. In the houfe is a good mufettm of natural 
hiftory, and apparatus for experiments ; alfoa library 
which daily increafes. The garden is well occupied by 
botanic fpecimens, and the whole has the appearance of 
9 fociety of zealous naturalifts. . 

« We get all the literary journals. We take care, 
by well-timed pieces, to make the citizens and the Prin- 
ces a little more noticed-for certain little flips. We op- 
pofe the monks with all our might, and with great fuc- 
cefs. 

“ The Lodge is conflituted entirely according to our 
fyftem, and has broken off entirely from Berlin, and we 
have nearly finithed our tranfaftions with the Lodges of 
Poland, and lhall have them under our direflion. 

“ By the a&ivity of our Brethren, the- Jcfuits have 
been kept out of all the profefforial chairs at Ingolftadt, 
and our friends prevail.” 

“ The Widow Du chefs has fet up her academy en- 
tirely according to our plan, and we have all the Pro- 
fefTors in the Order. Five of them are excellent, and 
the pupils will be prepared for us. 

“ We have got Pylades put at the head of the Fife, 
and he has the church-money at his difpofal. By pro- 
perly ufmg this money, we have 'been enabled to put 

our Brother ’s houfehold in good order ; which he 

had deftroyed by going to the Jews. We have fup- 
ported more Brethren under fimilar misfortunes. 

1 

“ Our Ghoflly Brethren have been very fortunate 
this lalt year, for we have procured for them feveral 
good benefices, parifhes, tutorfhips, &c._ 


Digitized by LnOOQle 



THE ILLUMINATI. 


‘*57 

“ Through our means Arminius and Cortez have 
gotten Profefforfhipsyand many of our younger Breth- 
ren have obtained Burfaries by our help. 

“ We have been very fuccefsful againft the Jefuits, 
and brought things to fuch a bearing, that their reve- 
nues, fuch as the Miffion, the Golden Alms, the Ex- 
ercifes, and the Converfion Box, are now under the 
management of our friends. So are alfo their concerns 
in the univerfity and the German fchool foundations. 
The application of all will be determined prefently, and 
we have fix members and four friends in the Court. 
This has coft our fenate fome nights want of fleep. 

“ Two of our bed youths have got journies from the 
Court, and they will go to Vienna, where they will do 
us great fervice. 

“ All the German Schools, and the Benevolent Soci- 
ety, are at laft under our direction. 

“ We have got feveral zealous members in the courts 
of juftice, and we are able to afford them pay, and 
other good additions. 

“ Lately, we have got pofTcffion of the Bartholomew 
Institution for young clergymen, having fecured all its 
fupporters. Through this we fhall be able to fupply 
Bavaria with fit priefls. 

“ By a letter from Philo we learn, that one of the 
higheft dignities in the church was obtained for a zea^ 
lous Illuminatus; in oppofition even to the authority 
and right of the Bifhop of Spire, who is reprefented as 
a bigoued and tyrannical prielt.” - 
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Such were the leffer myfteries of the Illuminati. But 
there remain the higher myfteries. The fyftem of thefe 
has not been printed, and the degrees were conferred 
only by Spartacus himfelf, from papers which he never 
entrufted to any perfon. They were only read to .the 
candidate, but no copy was taken. The publifher of 
the N cut jit Arbeitung fays that he has read them (fo fays 
Grollman.) He fays, “ that in the firft degree of Ma- 
gus or Philosophus, the doCtrines are the fame with 
thofe of Spinoza, where all is material, God and the 
world are the fame thing, and all religion whatever is 
without foundation, and the contrivance of amhkiou# 
men.” The fecond degree, or Rf.x, teaches, “that 
every peafant, citizen, and houfeholder is a fovereign, 
as in the Patriarchal ftate, and that nations mu ft be 
brought back to that ftate, by whatever means are con- 
ducive — peaceably, if it can be done ; but, if not, then 
by force — for all fubordination mult vanilh from the 
face of the earth.” 

The author fays further, that the German Union was, 
to his certain knowledge, the work of the Illuminati. 

The private correfpondence that has been published 
is by no means the whole of what w r as difcovered at 
Landfhut and Baffus Hoff, and government got a great 
deal of ufeful information, which was concealed, both 
out of regard to the families of the perfons concerned, 
and alfo that the reft might not know the utmoft extent 
of the difeovery, and be lefs on their guard. A third 
colle&ton was found under the foundation of the houfe 
in which the Lodge Theodor von guten Rath had been 
held. But none of this has appeared. Enough furely 
has been difcovered to give the public a very juft idea 
of the defigns of the Society and its connections. . 


Digitized by {jQQQle 



THE ILLUMINATI* 


* 5 $ 

Lodges were dtfcovered, and are mentioned in the 


private papers already publilhed, in the following places. 

Munich 

Heffe (many) 

Ingolftade 

Buchenwerter 

Frankfort 

Monpeliard 1 

Echftadt 

Stutgard (3) 

Hanover 

Carlfruhe 

firunfwick 

Anfpach 

Calbe 

Neuwied (2) 

Magdenburgh 

Mentz (2) 

Caflel 

Poland (many) 

Ofnabruck 

Turin 

Weimar 

England (8) 

Upper Saxony (feveral) 

Scotland (2) 

Auftria (14) 

Warfaw (2) 

Weftphalia (feveral) 

Deuxponts 

Heidelberg 

Coufel 

Mannheim 

Treves (2) 

Stralburgh (5) 

Aix-la-Chappelle (2) 

Spire 

Bartfchied 

Worms 

Hahrenberg 

Duffeldorff 

Switzerland (many) 

Cologne 

Rome 

Bonn (4) 

Naples 

Livonia (many) 

Ancona 

Courland (many) 

Florence 

Frankendahl 

France 

Alface (many) 

Halland (many) 

Vienna (4) 

Drefden (4) 

America (feveral). N. B. 

This was before 1786. 


I have picked up the names of the following members. 
Spartacus Weifliaupt, Profeffor. 
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Philo, 

Amclius, 

Bayard, 

Diomedes, 

Cato, 



Pythagoras, 


Hannibal, 

Brutus, 

Lucian, 

Zoroafter, Confucius, 
Hermes Trifmegiflus, 


, . Knigge, Freyherr, i. e. 
Gentleman. 

Bode, F. H. 

Bufche, F. H. 

Con flan za, Marq. 

^Zwack, Lawyer. - 
jTorring, Count, 
i Kreitmaier, Prince. 
^Utfchneider, Profeffor, 

; CofTandey, Profeffor. 

; Renner, Profeffor. • 
Grunberger, Profeffor. 

’ Balderbufch, F. H. 
Lippert, Counfellor. 

; Kundl, ditto. 

- Bart, ditto. 

- Leiberhauer, Prieft. 

: Kundler, Profeffor. 

• Lowling, Profeffor. 

Vachency, Councellor. 
Moraufky, Count. 

- Hoffftetter, Surveyor of 

Roads. 

Strobl, Bookfeller. 
Weftenrieder, Profeffor. ; 
Babo, Profeffor. 

Baader, Profeffor. 

Eurzes, Prieft. 

Pfruntz, Prieft.. 

Balfus, Baron. 

Savioli, Count. 

Nicholai, Bookfeller. 
Bahrdt, Clergyman. 
Baierhamer. 

Socher, School Infpeflor. 
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Dillis, Abbe. 

Sulla, 

Meggenhoff, Paymafter^ 

Danzer, Canon. 

Braun, ditto. 


Fifcher, Magiftrate. 

Frauenberger, Baron. 


Kaltner, Lieutenant. 

Pythagoras, 

Drexl, Librarian. 

Marius, 

Hertel, Canon. 

Dachfel. 

Dilling, Counfellor. 

Seefeld, Count. 


Gunlheim, ditto. 

Morgellan, ditto. 

Saladin, 

Ecker, ditto. 


Ow, Major. 

Werner, Counfellor. 

Cornelius Scipio, 

Berger, ditto. 

Wortz, Apothecary. 

Mauvillon, Colonel. 

Mirabeau, Count. 

Orleans, Duke. 

Hochinaer. 

Tycho Brahe, 

Gafpar, Merchant. 

Thales, 

Kapfinger. 

Attila, 

Sauer. 

Ludovicus Bavarus, 

Lofi. 

Shaftefbury, 

Steger. 

Coriolanus, 

Tropponero, ZufchwartzJ 

Timon, 

Michel. 

Tamerlane, 

Lange. 

Livius, 

BadorSer. 

Cicero, 

Pfeft. 

Ajax, 

Maflenhaufen, Count. 


W 

- 

* 
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I have not been able to find who perfonated Minos, 
Eariphon, Celfius, Mahomet, Hercules, Socrates, Phi- 
lippo Strozzi, Euclides, and fome others who have 
' been uncommonly active in carrying forward the great 
caule. ' 

a. 

The- chief publications for giving us regular aceounts 
of the whole (belides Ihe original writings) ate, 

1. Grojfe Abjicht des Illuminaten Ordens. 

2. — Nacfilrages ( 3.) an denfelben. 

3. Weijhaupt's improved Syjlem. 

4. Syflem des Ilium. Ordens aus dem Original-Schrif- 

ten-gezogen. 

■ r 

I may now be permitted 'to make a few refleftiotts' 
on the accounts already given of this Order, which has 
fo diftindly concentrated the cafual <and fcattered ef- 
forts of its prompters, the Chevaliers Bienfaifants , the 
Philakthes, and Amis Reunis of France, and carried 
on the fyftem of enlightening and reforming the world. 

The great aim profefied by the Order is to make men 
happy ; - and the means profefied to' be employed, as the 
only and furely • -effe&ive, is making them good; and 
this is to be brought about by enlightening the mind, and 
freeing it from the dominion ojjuperjlition and prejudi- 
ces. This purpofe i£ effected by its producing ■ a jujl 
and Jleady morality. This done, and becoming uni- 
verfal, there can be little doubt but that the peace of 
fociety will be the corifequence — that government, fiib- 
ordination, and all the difagreeable coercions -of civil 
governments will be unnecefiary — and that fociety msfy 
go oa peaceably in a Hate of perfed liberty and equality. 
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: But furely it requires no angel from heaven to tell us* 
that if every man is virtuous, there will be no. vice ; and> 
that there will be peace on earth, and good will, be-! 
tween man and man, whatever be the differences of. 
rank and fortune j fo that Liberty and Equality feem 
not to be the neceffary confequencesof this juft Mora-, 
lity, nor neceffary requifites for this national happinefs,- 
We may queftion, therefore, whether the Illumination 
which makes this a neceffary condition is a clear and a 
pure light. It may be a falfe glare, fhowing the objeC^ 
only on one fide, tinged with partial colours thrown 
unit by neighbouring objeCts. We fee fo much wif- 
dom in the general plans of nature, that we are apt to 
think that there is the fame in what relates to the human 
mind, and that the God of nature accomplifhes his 
plans in this as well as in other inftances. We are even 
difpofed to think that human nature would fuffer by it. 
The rational nature of man is not contented with meat 
and drink, and raiment, and fhelter, but is alfo pleafed 
with exerting many powers and faculties, and with gra- 
tifying many taftes, which could hardly have any exis- 
tence in a fociety where all are equal. We fay that 
there can be no doubt but that the pleafure arifing from 
the contemplation of the works of art — the pleafure of 
intellectual cultivation, the pleafure of mere ornament, 
.are rational, diftinguilh man from a brute, and are fp 
general, that there is hardly a mind fo rude as not tp 
feel them. Of all thefe, and of all the difficult Science*, 
all moft rational, and in themfelves moft innocent, and 
molt delightful to a cultivated mind, we Ihould be de- 
prived in a fociety where all are equal. No individual 
could give employment to the talents neceffary for cre- 
ating and improving thefe ornamental comforts of life. 
Wc are abfolutely certain that, even in the moft favor- 
able Situation* on die face of the earth, the moft tin- 
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fainted virtue in every breaft could not raife man to that 
degree of cultivation that is pofl'efled by citizens very 
low in any of the dates of Europe j and in the fituation 
of mod countries we are acquainted with, the date of 
man would be much lower : for, at our very fetting 
out, we mud grant that the liberty and equality here 
fpoken of mud be complete ; for ..there mud not be fucb 
a thing as a farmer and his cottager. This would be 
as unjud, as much the caufe of difcontent, as the gen- 
tleman and the farmer. 

• This fcheme therefore feems contrary to the defigns 
of our Creator, who has every where placed us in thp fe 
fituations of inequality that are here fo much fcouted, 
and has given us drong propenfities by which we relifh 
thefe enjoyments. We alfo find that they may be en- 
joyed in peace and innocence. And ladly, We ima- 
gine that the villain, who, in the dation of a profefl'or, 
would plunder a I*rince, would alfo plunder the farmer 
if he were his cottager. The illumination therefore that 
appears to have the bed chance of making mankind 
happy, is that' which will teach us the Morality which 
■will refpeflthe comforts of cultivated Society, and teach 
us to protect the poffeflors in the innocent enjoyment of 
them ; that will enable us to perceive and admire the 
tade and elegance of Architeflure and Gardening, with- 
out any wifh to fweep the gardens and their owner from 
off the earth, merely becaufe he is their owner. 

We are therefore fufpicious of this Illumination, and 
apt to aferibe this violent antipathy to Princes and ftt- 
bordinatibn to the very caufe that makes true Illumina- 

• tion, and juft Morality proceeding from it, fo ncccfiary 
- to public happinelk, namely, the vice and injuiiiccof 

thole who cannot innocently -have the command of thoie 
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dfrenfive elegancies of human life. Luxurious tafte, 
keen defires, and unbridled paflions, would prompt to 
all this ; and this Illumination is, as we fee, equivalent 
*0 them in effecl. The aim of the Order is not to en- 
lighten the mind of man, and (how him his moral obli- 
gations, and by the pradlice of his duties to make foci- 
ety peaceable, pofleffion fecure, and coercion unnecef- 
fary, fo that all may be at reft and happy, even though 
all were equal ; but to get rid of the coercion which mud 
be employed in place of Morality, that the innocent 
rich may be robbed with impunity by the idle and pro- 
fligate poor. But to do this, an unjuft cal’uiftry mull 
be employed in place of a juft Morality ; and this muft 
be defended or fuggefted, by rr.ilreprefenting the true 
(late of man, and of his relation to the univerlc, and by 
removing the reftri&ions of religion, and giving a fuper- 
lative value to all thole conllitucnts of human enjoy- 
ment, which true Illumination fhows u's to be but very 
fmall concerns of a rational and virtuous mind. The 
more clofely we .examine the principles and practice of 
the Illuminati, the more clearly do we perceive that 
uhis is the cafe. Their fiftt and immediate aim is to get 
the pofleffion of riches, power, and influence, without 
induflry ; and, to accdmplifh this, they want to abo- 
lilh .Chriftianity ; and then didolute manners and uni- 
verfal profligacy will procure them the adherence of all 
the wicked, and enable them to overturn all the civil 
governments of Europe ; after which they will think of 
farther conqnefts, and extend their operations to the 
■ other quarters of the globe, till they have reduced man- 
kind to the Hate of one undiltmguifhable chaotic mals. 

But this is too chimerical to be thought their real 
aim. Their Founder, I dare fay, never entertained 
Jucb hopes, not troubled hitnlell with the fate of diilant 
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lands. But it comes, in his way when he puts bn the ma& 
of humanity and benevolence : it mull embrace all man- 
kind, only becaufe. it mufl be ftronger than patriotifm 
and loyalty, which {land in his way. Obferve that Weif- 
haupt took a name expreflive of his principles. Sparta- 
cus was a gladiator, who headed an infurre&ion of Ro- 
man (laves, and for three years kept the city in terror. 
Weifhaupt fays.in one of his letters, “ I never was fond 
of empty titles ; but furely that man has a childifh, foul 
who would not as readily chufe the name of Spartacus 
as that of Octavius Auguftus.” The names which he 
gives to feveral of his gang exprefs their differences of 
fentiments. Philo, Lucian, and others, are very figni- 
ficantly given to Knigge, Nicholai, <£:c. He was vain 
of the name Spartacus, becaufe he confidered himfelf 
as employed fomewhat in the fame way, leading (laves 
to freedom. Princes and Priefts arc mentioned by him 
on all occafions in terms of abhorrence. 

Spartacus employs powerful means. In the flyle af 
the jefuits (as he fays) he con Ciders every mean as.cott- 
•fecrated by the end for which it is employed, and he 
fays with great truth, 

“ FleHere fi nequco fuperos , Achtronta movebo." 

To fave his reputation, he fcruples not to murder hjs 
innocent child, and the woman whom lie had held in his 
arms with emotions of fondnefs and affection. But left 
this fhould appear too fclfifh a motive, he fays, “ had 
I fallen, my precious Order would have fallen with me. ; 
the Order which is to blefs mankind. I fhould not 
again have been able to lpcak of virtue fo as to make 
any lading imprclfion. My example might have ruined 
many .young men.” This he thinks will excufe, nay 
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fanftify any thing. “ My letters are my greateft vindi- 
cation." He employs the Chriftian Religion, which he 
■thinks a falfehood,and which he isafterwards to explode, 

• as the mean for inviting Chriftians of every denominati- 
on, and gradually cajoling them, by clearing- up their 
Chriftian doubts in fucceffion, till he lands them in De- 
ifm ; or, if he finds them unfit, and too religious, he 
gives them a Sta bene , and then laughs at the fears, err 
•perhaps madnefs, in which he leaves them. Having got 
'them this length, they are declared to be fit, and he re- 
ceives them into the higher myfteries. But left they 
•ihould ftill ihrink back, dazzled by the Pandemonian 
•glare of Illumination which will now burft upon them, 
•he exahts from them, for the firft time, a bond of perfe- 
verance. But, as Philo fays, there is little chance of 
tergiverfation. The life and honor of mod of the. can- 
didates are by this time in his hand. They have been 

• long occupied in the vile and corrupting office of fpies 
on all around them, and they are found fit for their pre- 
sent honors, becaufe they have difeharged this office to 
; his fatisfaftion, by the reports which they have given in, 
•containing ftories of their neighbours, nay even of their 
‘own gang. They may be ruined in- the world by dif- 

• doling thefe, either privately or publicly. A man who 
•had once brought himfelf into this perilous fituation durft 

• not go back. He might have been left indeed in any 
' degree of Illumination ; and, if Religion has not been 

quite eradicated from his mind, he muft be in that con- 
dition of painful anxiety and doubt that makes him def- 
•perafe, fit for the full operation of fanaticifm, and he 
may be 'engaged in the .caufe of God , “ to commit all 
kind of wickednefs with greedinefs.” In this ftate of 
mind,- a man fliuts his eyes, and rulhes on; Had 
Spartacus fuppofed that he was dealing with good men, 

• bis conduct would have been the reverfe of all this. 
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There is no occat'ion for this bond from a perfon con- 
vinced of the excellency of .the Order. But he knew 
them to be unprincipled, and that the higher myfteries 
were fo daring, that even fome of fuch men would ftajt 
•at them. But they muft not blab. 

Having thus got rid of Religion, Spartacus could 
with more fafety bring into view the great aim of all his 
efforts — to rule the world by means of his Order. As 
the immediate mean for attaining this, he holds out the 
profpeft of freedom from civil fubordination. Perfect 
.Liberty and Equality are interwoven with every thing.; 
.and the flattering thought is continually kept up, that 
“ by the wife contrivance of this Order, the mod com- 
plete knowledge is obtained of the real worth of every 
perfon ; the Order will, for its own fake , and therefore 
, certainly , place every man in that lituation in which he 
. can be mod eft’eftive. The pupils are convinced that 
the Order will rule the world. Every member there- 
. fore becomes a ruler.” We all think ourfclves qualified 
to rule. The difficult tafk is to obey with propriety ; 
but we are honeftly generous in our profpefts of future 
.command. It is therefore an alluring thought, both to 
good and bad men. By this lure the Order will fpread. 
If they are aftive in infinuating their members into of- 
fices, and in keeping out others (which the private cor- 
rcfpondencc (hows to have been the cafe) they may have 
had frequent experience of their fuccefs in gaining an 
influence on the world. This muft whet their zeal. If 
Weifhaupt was a fincere Cofmo-polite, he bad the plea- 
fure of feeing “ his work profpeting in his hands.” 

It furelv needs little argument now to prove, that 
the Order of Illuminati had for its immediate object the 
abolifliing of Chrifliianity (at lcaft this was the inteution 
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«f the Founder) with the foie view of overturning the 
civil government, by introducing univerfal diflolutenefa 
and profligacy of manners, and then getting the aflifU 
ance of the corrupted fubje&s to overfet the throne. 
The. whole conduct in the preparation and inftruftion of 
the Prefbyter and Regens is dire&ed to this point. Phi- 
io fays, • “ I have been at unwearied pains to remove the 
lears of fome who imagine that our Superiors want to 
abolilh Chrjftianity ; but by and by their prejudices will 
wear off, and they will be more at their eafe. Were T 
to let them know that our General holds all Religion to 
be a lie* and ufes even Deifm, only to lead men by the 
nofe. : — Were I to conned myfelf again with the Free 
Mafons, and tell them our deligns to ruin their Frater- 
nity by this circular letter (a letter to the Lodge in Cour- 
land)- — Were I but to give the leaft hint to any of the 
Princes of Greece (Bavaria) — No, my anger (hall nqc 
carry me' fo far.— An Order forfooth, which in this 
manner abufes human nature — which will fubjeft men 
to a bondage more intolerable than Jefuitifm. — I could 
put it on a refpe&able footing, and the world would bo 
'ours. Should I mention our fundamental principles 
(even after all the pains I have been at to mitigate them) 
fo unqueftioiiably dangerous to the world, who would 
remain ? - What fignifies the innocent ceremonies of the 
Prieft’s degree, as I have compofed it, in comparifon 
with your mdxim, that we may ufe for a good end thofe 
means which the wicked employ for a bafe purppfe ?” 

Brutus, writes, “ Numenius now acquiefq^s in the 
. mortality of the foul ; but, I fear we ihall lofe Ludo- 
. vicus Bavarus. He told Spartacus, that he was mif- 
taken when he thought that he had fwallowed his llupid 
Mafonry. No, he faw the trick, and did not admire 
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the end that required it; -I don’t know what to do; a 
1 Sta bene would make him mad, and he will blow us 
all up. 

“ The Order mull poflefs the power of life and death 
in confequence of our Oath; and with propriety, for 
the fame reafon, and by the fame right, that any go- 
vernment in the world poffeffes it : For the Order comes 
iri their place, making them unneceffary. When things 
cannot be otherwife, and ruin would enfue if the Affo- 
Viation did not employ this mean, the Order muff, as 
Veil as public rulers, employ it for the good of man- 
kind ; therefore for its own prefervation. ( N. B. Ob- 
serve here the cafuifiry.) Nor will the political confu- 
tations fuffer by this, for there are always thoufands 
'equally ready and able tt> fupply the place.” 

We need not wonder that Diomedes told the Profef- 
fors, “ that death, inevitable death, from which no po- 
tentate could proteft. them, awaited every traitor of the 
Order;” nor that the French Convention propofed to 
take off the German Princes and Generals by fword or 
■poifon, &c. 

r Spartacus might tickle the fancy of his Order with 
the notion of ruling the world ; but I imagine that his 
•darling aim was ruling the Order. The happinefs of 
mankind was, like Weilbaupt’s Chriftianity, a mere tool, 
a tool which the Regenles made a joke of. But Spar- 
•'tacus would riile the Regentes ; this he could not foea- 
•fily accomplilh. His defpotifm was infupportable to 
moft of them, and finally brought all to light. When 
he could not perfuade them by his own firmnefs, and in- 
deed by- his fuperior wifdom and difintereftednefs in 
other refpe£ls, and his unwearied activity, he employed 
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jefuitical tricks, caufing them to fall out with each other, 
fetting them as fpies on each other, and feparating any, 
two that he faw attached to each other, by making the 
one a Mafter of the other ; and, in fhort, he left nothing 
undone that could fecure his uncontrouled command. 
This caufed Philo to quit the Order, and made Baffus^ 
Von Torring , Kreiimaier, and feveral other gentlemen, 
ceafe attending the meetings ; and it was their mutual 
diffentions which made them fpeak too freely in public, 
and call on themfelves fo much notice. At the time of 
the difeovery, the party of Weilhaupt confined chiefly 
of very mean people, devoted to him, and willing to ex- 
ecute his orders, that by being his fervants, they might 
have the pleasure of commanding others. 

The objefts, the undoubted objefts of this Aflociati- 
on, are furely dangerous and deteftable ; viz. to over- 
turn the prefent conftitutions of the European States, in 
order to introduce s chimera which the hiftory of man- 
kind (hows to be contrary to the nature of man. ' 

Naturam exp&llas fared , tamen ufquc rccurret. 

Suppofe it poffiblc, and done in peace, it could not 
Hand, unlcfs every principle of aftivity in the human 
mind be enthralled, all incitement to exertion and induf- 
try removed, and man brought into a condition incapa- 
ble of improvement ; and this at the cxpence of every 
thing that is valued by the beft of men — by mifery and 
devallatton — by loofening all the bands of fociety. To 
talk of morality and virtue in conjunction with fuch 
fchemes, is an intuit to common fenfe ; diflblutcncfs of 
mauners alone can bring men to think of it. 
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Is jt not aftonifhing therefore, to hear people in this 
country exprefs any regard for this inftitution P Is it 
not grieving to the heart to think that there are Lodge* 
of Illuminated among us P I think that nothing bids 
fairer for weaning our inconfiderate countrymen from 
having any connexion with them, than the faithful ac- 
count here given. I hope that there are few, very few 
of our countrymen, and none whom we call friend, who 
can think that an Order which pra&ifed fuch things can 
be any thing elfe than a ruinous Aflociation, a gang of 
profligates. All their profeflions of the love of man- 
kind are vain ; nay, their Illumination muft be a be- 
wildering blaze, and totally ineffectual for its purpofe, 
for it has had no fuch influence on the leaders of the 
band ; yet it feems quite adequate to the effefts it has 
produced ; for fuch are the characters of thofe who for- 
get God. 

If we in the next place attend to their mode of edu- 
cation, and examine it by thofe rulers of common fenfe 
that we apply in other cafes of conduCt, we fhall find it 
equally unpromifing. The fyftem of Illuminatifm is 
one of the explanations of Free Mafonry ; and it has 
gained many partifans. Thefe explanations reft their 
credit and their preference on their own merits. There 
is fomething in themfelves, or in one of them as diftin- 
guifhed from another, which procures it the preference 
for its own fake. Therefore, to give this Order any 
dependence on Free Mafonry, is to degrade the Order. 
To introduce a Mafonic Ritual into a manly inftitution 
is to degrade it to a frivolous amufement for great chil- 
dren. Men really exerting themfelves to reform the 
world, and qualified for the talk, muft have been dirf- 
g ufted with fuch occupations. They betray a frivolous 
conception of the tafk in which they ate really engaged. 
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To imagine that men engaged in the ftruggle and rival-- 
fhipof life, under the influence of felfifh, or mean, or 
impetuous paflions, are to be wheedled into candid fen- 
timents, or a generous condud, as a froward child may 
fometimes be made gentle and tradable by a rattle or a 
humming-top, betrays a great ignorance of human na- 
ture, and an arrogant felf-conceit in thofe who can ima- 
gine that all but themfelves are babies. The further we 
proceed, the more do we fee of this want of wifdom. 
The whole procedure of their inflrudion fuppofes fuch 
a complete furrender of freedom of thought, of common 
fenfe, and of common caution, that it feems impoflible 
that it fhould not have alarmed every fenfible mind. 
This indeed happened before the Order was feven years 
old. It was wife indeed to keep their Arcopagitce out 
of fight ; but who can be fo filly as to believe that their 
unknown fuperiors were all and always faultlefs men. 
But had they been the men they were reprefented to be 
— if I have any knowledge of my own heart, or any ca- 
pacity of drawing juft inferences from the condud of 
others, I am perfuaded that the knowing his fuperiors 
would have animated the pupil to exertion, that he might 
exhibit a pleafing fpedacle to fuch intelligent and wor- 
thy judges. Did not the Stoics profefs themfelves to 
be encouraged in the fcheme of life, by the thought 
that the immortal Gods were looking on and pafiing 
their judgments on their manner of ading the part af- 
figned them ? But what abjed fpirit will be contented 
with working, zealoufly working, for years, after a 
plan of which he is never to learn the full meaning. In 
Ihort, the only knowledge that he can perceive is know- 
ledge in its worfl form, Cunning. This muft appear in 
the contrivances by which he will foon find that he is 
kept in complete fubjedion. If he is a true and zea- 
lous Brother, be has put himfelf in the power of his Su- 
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periors by his refcripts, which they required of him oft' 
pretence of their learning his own character, and of his 
learning how to know the -characters of other men. In 
thefe refcripts they have got his thoughts on many deli-* 
cate points, and on the conduCt of others. His Direc-* 
tors may ruin him by betraying him ; and this without 
being feen in it. I fhould think that wife men. would 
know that none but weak or bad men would fubjeCl 
themfelves to fuch a tafk. They exclude the good, the 
manly, the only fit perfons for aififling them in their en- 
deavours to inform and to rule the world. Indeed I 
may fay that this cxclulion is alinoit made already by 
connecting the Order with Free Mafonry. Lodges are 
not the reforts of fuch men. They may fometimes be 
found there for an hour’s relaxation. But thefe place; 
are the haunts of the young, the thoughtlcfs, the idle, 
the weak, the vain, or of defigning Literati ; and ac- 
cordingly this is the condition of three-fourths of the Il- 
luminati whofe names are known to the public. I own 
that the reafons given to the pupil for prefcribing thefe 
.talks are clever, and well adapted to produce their ef- 
fect. During the flurry of reception, and the glow of 
expectation, the danger may not be fufpeCled ; but I 
hardly imagine that it will remain unperceived when the 
pupil fits down to write his firft leffon. Mafon Lodges, 
however, were the moll likely places for finding and 
enlilting members. Young men, warmed by declama- 
tions teeming with the flimfy moral cant of Cofmo-po- 
litifm, are in the proper frame of mind for this Illumi- 
nation. It now appears alfo, that the dilTentions in 
Free Mafonry mult have had great influence in promot- 
ing this fclreme of W eilhaupt’s, which was, in many 
particulars, fo unpromifing, becaufe it prefuppofcs fuch 
a degradation of the mind. But when the fchifmatics in 
■ Mafonry difputcd with warmth, trifles came to acquire 
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unfpeakable importance. The hankering after wonder 
was not in the leaft abated by all the tricks which had 
been detefted, and the impollibility of the wifhed-for 
difeovery had never been demon hr a ted to perfons pre- 
pofTefTed in its favor. They ftill chofe to believe that 
the fymbols contained fome important fecret ; and hap- 
py will be the man who finds it out. The more frivo- 
lous the fymbols, the more does the heart cling to the 
myftery ; and, to a mind in this anxious ftate, Weifi- 
haupt’s proffer was enticing. He laid before them a 
fcheme which was fomewhat feafible, was magnificent, 
■furpaffing our conceptions, but at the fame time fuch as 
permitted us to expatiate on the fubject, and even to _ 
amplify it at pleafure in our imaginations without abfur- 
dity. It does not appear to me wonderful, therefore, 
that fo many were fafeinated till they became at laft re- 
gardlefs of the abfurdity and inconfiftency of the means 
by which this fplendid objeft was to be attained. Hear 
what Spartacus himfelf fays of hidden myfteries. “ Of 
all the means I know to lead men, the mod effectual is 
a concealed myftery. The hankering of the mind is ir- 
refiftible ; and if once a man has taken it into his head 
that there'is a myftery in a thing, it is impoffible to get 
it out, either by argument or experience. And then, 
•we can fo change notions by merely changing a wotd. 
What more contemptible than fanaticifm ; but call it 
'tnthujiafm ; then add the little word noble , and you 
may lead him over the world. Nor are we, in the fe 
bright days, a bit better than our fathers, who found 
the pardon of their fins myfterioufly contained in a much 
greater fin, viz. leaving their family, and going bare- 
footed to Rome.” 

Such being the employment, and fuch the difciples, 
•fhould we expeQ the fruits to be very, precious ? No. 
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The doQrines which were gradually unfolded Were fuch 
as fuited thofe who continued in the Curfus Academicus. 
Thole who did not, becaufe they did not like them, got 
a Sta bene ; they were not fit for advancements. • The 
numbers however were great ; Spartacus bonded of 600 
in Bavaria alone in 1783. "VVe don’t know many of 
them ; few of thofe we know were in the upper ranks 
of life ; and I can fee that it required much wheedling, 
and many letters of long worded German compliments 
jfrom the proud Spartacus, to win even a young Baron 
pr a Graf jufl come of age. Men in an eafy fituation 
in life could not hrook the employment of a fpy, which 
is bafe, cowardly, and corrupting, and has in all ages 
and countries degraded the perfon who engages in it. 
.Can the perfon be called wife who thus enflaves himfelf? 
Such perfonsgive up the right of private judgment, and 
rely on their unknown Superiors with the blindeft and 
mod abjeft confidence. For their fakes, and to rivet 
'.dill fader their own fetters, they engage in the mod cor- 
rupting of all employments — and for what ? — To leant 
fomething more of an order, of which every degree ex- 
plodes the do&rine of a former one. Would it have 
hurt the young Illuminatus to have it explained to him 
all at once ? Would not this fire his mind — when he fees 
with the fame glance the great objeCt, and the fitnefs of 
the means for attaining it ? Would not the exalted cha- 
racters of the Superior, fo much excelling himfelf in ta- 
lents, and virtue, and happinefs (otherwife the Order is 
good for nothing) warm his heart, and fill him with emu- 
lation, fince he fees in them, that what is fo drongly 
preached to him is an attainable thing P No, no— it is 
all a trick ; he mud be kept like a child, amufed with 
rattles, and dars, and ribands — and all the fatisfa&ion he 
obtains is, like the Mafons, the fun of feeing others run- 
ning the fame gauntlet. 
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Weifhaupt acknowledges that the great influence of 
the Order may be abufed. Surely, in no way fo eafily 
br fo fatally as by corrupting or feduftive leflons in the 
beginning. The miftake or error of the pupil is undif- 
coverable by himfelf (according to the genuine princi- 
ples of Illumination) for the pupil mull believe his 
Mentor to be infallible— with him alone he is conne&ed 
•—his leflons only mull he learrt. Who can tell him 
that he has gone wrong — or who can fet him right ? yet 
he certainly may be milled* 

Here* therefore, there is confufion and deficiency. 
There mud be fome ftandard to which appeal can be 
made ; but this is inacceflible to all within the pale of 
the Order j it is therefore without this pale, and inde- 
pendent of the Order— and it is attainable only by aban- 
doning the Order. The Quibus Licet, the Primo, 
the Soli, can procure no light to the perfon who does 
not know that he has been led out of the right road to 
virtue and happinefs. The Superiors indeed draw much 
ufeful information from thefe reports, though they af- 
fcft to Hand in no need of it, and they make a cruel 
Return. 

All this is fo much out of the natural road of inftrufti- 
bn, that, on this account alone, we may prefume that it 
is wfong. We are generally fafe when we follow na- 
ture's plans. A child learns in his father’s houfe, by 
feeing, and by imitating, and in common domeftic educa- 
tion, he gets much ufeful knowledge, and the chief habits 
which are afterwards to regulate his conduct. Example 
does almoll every thing ; and, with refpeft to what may 
be called living, as diftinguifhable from profeflion, fpe- 
culation and argumentative inftrufction are fddom em- 

Y 


Digitized by KjOoq le 



THE ILLUMINATI. 


*7 3 

ployed, or of any ufc. The indifpenfablenefs of mutual 
forbearance and obedience, for domeltic peace and hapr 
pinefs, forms molt of thefe habits ; and the child, undec 
good parents, is kept in a fituation that makes virtue ea- 
lier than vice, and he becomes wife and good without 
qny exprefi ftudy about the matter. 

But this Illumination plan is darknefs over all — it is 
too artificial — and the topics, from which counfel is to 
be drawn, cannot be taken from the peculiar views pf 
the Order — for thefe are yet a fecrct for the pupil — and 
mult ever be a fecret for him while under tuition. They 
tnuft therefore be draw,n from common fourccs, and th? 
Order is. of no ufe ; all that can naturally be efifeXuated 
by this Aflbciation is the forming, and afliduoufly fof- 
tering a narrow, Jewilh, corporation fpirit, totally op* 
ppfite to the benevolent pretenfions ofthe Order. The 
pupil can fee nothing but this, that there is afet of men* 
whom he does not kno%v, who may acquire incontroula- 
ble power, and may perhaps make ufe of him, but for 
what purpofe, and in what way, he does not know j how 
can he know that his endeavours are to make man hap-i 
pier, any other way than as he might have known it 
without having put this collar round his own neck ? 

. Thefe reflexions addrefs themfelvcs to all men who 
profefs to conduX themfelvcs by the principles and dic- 
tates of common fenfe and prudence, and who have the 
ordinary lhare of candour and good will to others. It 
requires no Angular fenfibility of heart, nor great gene- 
rality, to make fuch people think the doXrines and 
views of the Illuminati falfe, abfurd, foolilh, and ruin- 
ous. But I hope that I addrefs them to thoufands of 
rpy countrymen and friends, who have much higher no- 
tions of human nature, and who cherilh with care the 
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affe&iotw and the hopes that are fuited to a rational, a* 
benevolent, and a high-minded being, capable of endlcfs 
improvement. 

. . ) 

To thofe who enjoy the cheering confidence in the 
fuperintcndance and providence of God, who confided 
themfelves as creatures whom he has made, and whom 
he cares for, as the fubjeOs of his moral government, 
this Order muft appear with every character of falfe- 
Hood and abfurdity on its countenance. What cam 
be more improbable than this, that He, whom we 
look up to as the contriver, the maker, and director, of 
this goodly frame of things, Ihould have fo far miflakeli 
his own plans, that this world of rational creatures fhould 
have fub fitted for thoufands of years, before away 
could be found out, by which his intention of making 
men good and happy could be aecomplifhed ; and that 
this method did not occur to the great Artilt himfelf, 
nor even to the wifell, and happieft, and belt men upon 
earth ; but to a few perfons at Munich in Bavaria, who 
had been trying to raife ghofts, to change lead into gold, 
to tell fortunes, or difeover treafures, but had failed in 
all their attempts ; men who had been engaged for years 
in every whim which chara£terifes a weak, a greedy, or 
a gloomy mind. Finding all thefe beyond their reach, 
they combined their powers, and, at once, found out 
this infinitely more Important secret — for fecret it 
mull Hill be, otherwife hot only the Deity, but even 
thofe philofophers, will Hill be difappointed. 

Yet this is the do0rine that muft be fwallowcd by the 
Minervals and the Illuminati Minorcs , , to whom it is not 
yet fafe to difclofe the grand fecret, that there is no fuch 
juperintendance of Deity. At lad, however, when the 
|>upil has conceived fuch exalted notions of the know- 
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ledge of his teachers, and fuch low notions of the blun- 
dering projeftor of this world, it may be no difficult 
matter to perfuade him that all his former notions were 
only old wives tales. By this time he mud have heard 
much about fuperftition, and how mens minds have been 
dazzled by this fplendid picture of a Providence and a 
moral government of the univerfe. It now appears in- 
compatible with the great objeQ. of the Order, the prin- 
ciples of univerfal liberty and equality — -it is therefore 
reje&ed without farther examination, for this reafon 
alone. This was precifely the argument ufed in France 
for rejefting revealed religion. It was incompatible 
with their Rights of Man, . • 

It is richly worth obferving how this principle can 
warp the judgment, and give quite another appearance 
to the fame , object. The reader will not be difpleafed 
with a molt remarkable inftance of it, which I beg leave 
to give at length. 

Our immortal Newton, whom the philofophers of 
Europe look up to as the honor of our fpccies, whoia 
even Mr. Bailly, the Prefident of the National Ailent- 
bly of France, and Mayor of Paris, cannot find words 
fufficiently energetic to praife ; this patient, fagacious., 
and fuccefsful obferver of nature, after having exhibited 
to the wondering world the charattertfl ic property qf 
that principle of material nature by which all the bodies 
of the folar fyftem are made to form a connected and 
permanent univerfe ; and after having Ihown that this 
law of afiion alone was adapted to this end, and that if 
gravity had deviated but one thoufandth part from the 
inveri'e duplicate ratio of the difianccs, the fyftem mull, 
in the courfe of a very few revolutions, have gone into 
c.onfufion and ruin— he fits down, and views tf.e goodly 
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fcene — and then clofes his Principles of Natural Philo- 
fophy with this reflection (his Scholium generah.) 

" This mofl elegant frame of things could not have 
arifen, unlcfs by the contrivance and the direction of a 
wife and pow erful Being ; and if the fixed liars are the 
centres of fy Items, thde fyitems mult be fimilar ; and 
all thefc, conlirutlcd according to the fame plan, are fub- 
jeet to the government of one Being. All tlicfe he go- 
verns, not as the foul of the world, but as the Lord of 
all ; therefore, on account of his government, he is cal- 
led the Lord God — Paniokrator ; for God is a relative 
term, and refers to fubjects. Deity is God’s govern- 
ment, not of his own body, as thofe think who confider 
him as the foul of the world, but of his fervants. The 
fupreme God is a Being eternal, infinite, abfolutely per- 
fect. But a being, however perfetl, without govern- 
ment, is not God ; for we fay, viy God .your God, the 
God of Ifrael. We cannot fay ray eternal, my infinite. 
We may have fome notions indeed of his attributes, but 
can have none of his nature. With refpett to bodies, 
we fee only fliapes and colour — bear only founds— 
touch only furfaccs. Thefe arc attributes of bodies ; 
but of their elfence we know nothing. As a blind min 
,can form no notion of colours, w e can form none of the 
manner in which God perceives, and underUands, and 
influences every thing, 

44 Therefore we know God only by his attributes. 
What are thefe ? The wife and excellent contrivance, 
liruciure, and final aiip of all things. In thefc his per- 
fections we admire him, and we wonder. In his direc- 
tion or government, we venerate and worihip him — we 
worlhip him as his fervants ; and God, without domi- 
nion, without providence, and ;inu i aims, is Tate— not 
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the objeft either of reverence, of hope, of love, or of 
fear.” 


' Butmark the emotions which affc&ed the mindof ano- 
ther excellent obferver of Nature, the admirer of New- 
ton, and the perfon who has put the finilhing ftroke to 
the Newtonian philofophy, by Ihowitig that the accele- 
ration of the moon’s mean motion, is the genuine refult 
of a gravatation decreafing in the precife duplicate ratio 
of the diftance inverfely ; I mean- N^r. Delaplace, one 
of the molt brilliant ornaments of the French academy 
of fciences. He has lately publilhed the Syjltmc du 
Monde a molt beautiful compend of altronomy and of 
the Newtonian philofophy. Having finifhed his work 
with the fame obfervation, 44 That a gravitation inverfe- 
ly proportional to the fquarcs of the diltances was the 
only principle which could unite material Nature into 
a permanent fyltem he alfo fits down — furveys the 
feene — points out the parts which he had brought with- 
in our ken — and then makes this refle&ion : 44 Beheld 
-in its totality, aftronomy is the nobleft monument of the 
'human mind, its chief title to intelligence. But, feduced 
; by the illufions of fenfc, and by felf conceit, we have 
'long conlidered ourlblvcs as the centre of thefe moti- 
ons j and our pride has been punilhed by the groundlefs 
•fears which we have created to ourfelves. We imagine, 
forfooth, that all this is for us, and that the liars influ- 
ence our deltinies ! But the labours of ages have con- 
vinced us of our error, and we find ourfelves on an in- 
significant planet, almoft imperceptible in the immenfity 
offpace. But the fublime difcoveries we have made 
richly repay this humble fituation. Let us cherilh thefe 
: with care, as the delight of thinking beings — they have 
deftroyed our millakes as to our relation to the reft of 
the univerfe ; errors which were the more fatal, bccaule 
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the facial Order depends on juftice and truth alone. Far 
be from us the dangerous maxim, that it is fometimes 
ufeful to depart from thefe, and to deceive men, in order 
to infure their happinefs ; but cruel experience has 
Ihcwn us that thefe laws are never totally extinft.” 

There can be no doubt as to the meaning of thefe laft 
words — they cannot relate to aftrology — this was entire- 
ly out of date. The “ attempts to deceive men, in or- 
der to infure their happinefs,” can only be thofe by 
which we are made to think too highly of ourfelves. 
“ Inhabitants of this pepper-corn, we think ourfelves 
the peculiar favorites of Heaven, nay, the chief objefts 
of care to a Being, the Maker of all ; and then we ima- 
gine that, after this life, we are to be happy or mifera- 
ble, according as we accede or not to this fubjugation' to 
opinions which enflave us. But truth and juftice have: 
broken thefe bonds.” — But where is the force of the ar- 
gument which entitles this perfefler of the Newtonian 
philofophy to exult fo much ? It all refts on this, That 
this earth is but as a grain of muftard-feed. Man would 
be more worth attention had he inhabited Jupiter or the 
Sun. Thus may a Frenchman look down on the noble 
creatures who inhabit Orolong or Pelew. But tvhence 
arifes the abfurdity of the intelle&ual inhabitants of this 
pepper-corn being a proper objeft of attention ? it is 
becaufe our (hallow comprehenlions cannot, at the fame 
glance, fee an extenfive feene, and perceive its moft mi- 
nute detail. 

David, a King, and a foldier had fame notions of this 
kind. The heavens, it is true, pointed out to him a 
Maker and Ruler, which is more than they feem to have 
done to the Gallic philofophcr ; but David was afraid 
that he would be forgotten in the crowd, and cries out* 
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44 Lord ! what is man, that thou art mindful of him ?* 
But David gets rid of his fears, not by becoming a phi- 
Jofopher, and difcovering all this to be abfurd — hd 
■would dill be forgotten — he at once thinks of what he is 
— a noble creature — high in the fcale of nature. 44 But,” 
fays he, 44 1 had forgotten myfelf. Thou haft made 
man But a little lower than the angels— thou haft crown- 
ed him with glory and honor — thou haft put all thing* 
under his feet.” Here are exalted fentiments, fit for the 
creature whofe ken pierces through the immenfity of the 
vifible univerfe, and who fees his relation to the uni- 
verfc, being nearly allied to its Sovereign, and capable 
of riling continually in his rank, by cultivating thofe ta- 
lents which diftinguifh and adorn it. 

Thoufands, I truft, there are, who think that this life 
is but a preparation for another, in which the mind of 
man will have the whole wonders of creation and of pro- 
vidence laid open to its enraptured view, where it will 
fee and comprehend with one glance what Newton, the 
mod patient and fuccefsful of all the obfervers of na- 
ture, took vears of meditation to find out — where it will 
attain that pitch of wifdom, goodnefs, and enjoyment, 
of which our confciences tell us we are capable, tho' it 
far furpaffes that of the wifeft, the bed, and the happieft 
of men. Such perfons will confider this Order as de- 
grading and deteftable, and as in direct oppofition to 
their moft confident expe8ations : For it pretends to 
what is impoffible, to perfeft peace and happinefs in this 
life. They believe, and they feel, that man muft be 
ma^le perfeft through fufterings, which (hall call into ac- 
tion powers of mind that otherwife would never have 
unfolded thcmfelves — powers which are frequently four- 
ces of the pureft and moft Toothing pleafures, and natur- 
ally make us reft our cyes and hopes on that ftate where 
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every tear lhall we wiped away* arid where the kind af- 
fections (hall become the never-failing fources of pure 
and. unfading delight. Such perfons fee the palpable ab- 
furdtty of a preparation which is equally necefTary for 
all, and yet mull be confined to the minds of a few. 
Who have the. low and indelicate appetite for frivolous 
playthings, and for grofs fen fual pleafures. Such minds 
will turn away from this boalled treat with loathing and 
abhorrence. 

• I am well aware that fome of my readers may fmile 
at this, and think it an enthufiaftical working up of the 
imagination, fimilar to what I reprobate in the cafe of 
Utopian happinefs in a ftate of univerfal Liberty and' 
Equality. It is like, they will fay, to the declamation, 
in afermon by perfons of the trade, who are trained up 
to finelfc, by which they allure and tickle weak minds. 

I acknowledge, that in theprefent cafe, I do not ad- 
drefs myfelf to the cold hearts, who contentedly 

“ Sink and Jlwmber in their cells of clay 

Peace to all fuch ; — - -but to the f dices animat* 

fuibus hate cognofcere cura — to thofe who have enjoy - 
ti the pleafures of fcience, who have been fuccefsful — • 
who have made difeoveries — who have really illuminat- 
ed the world— to the Bacons, the Newtons, the Lockes. 
—Allow me to mention one, Daniel Bernoulli, the mod 
elegant mathematician, the only philofopher, and the; 
molt worthy man, of that celebrated family. He faid 
to.a gentleman (Dr. Staehling) who repeated it to me, 
that “ when reading fome of thofe wonderful guefles of 
Sir Ifaac Newton, the fubfequent deraonllration of 
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■which has Been the chief fource of lame to his molt ce- 
lebrated commentators — his mind has fometimes been 
ib overpowered by thrilling emotions, that he has wiih-- 
ed that moment to be his tail ; and that it was this which 
gave him the cleared conception of the happinefs of 
heaven.” If. fuch delightful -emotions could be excited 
by the perception of mere truth, what mud they be- 
when each- of thefe truths is an inftance of wifidom, and 
when we recollecl, that what we call wifdom in the' 
works of nature, is always the nice adaptation of means 
for producing benejicent ends ; and that each of thefe af-' 
fetling qualities is fufceptible of degrees which are- 
boundlefs, and exceed our highed conceptions. What 
can this complex emotion or feeling be but rapture ? 
But Bernoulli is a Do&or of Theology — and therefore 
a dtipicious perfon, perhaps one of the combination 
hired, by defpots to enflave us. I will take another 
man, a gentleman of rank and family, a foldier, who 
often (ignalifed himfelf as a naval commander — who at 
one time forced his way through a powerful fleet of the- 
Venetians with a fmall fquadron, and brought relief to 
a dillrefTed garrifon. I would defire the reader to pe- 
rufe the conclufton of Sir Kenhelm Digby’s Trcalifes on 
Body and Mini ; and after having reflected on the Hate- 
of fcience at the time this author w-rote, let him coolly 
weigh the incitements to- manly condud which this fol- 
dier finds in the differences obferved between body and 
mind ; and then let him fay, on his confidence, whether* 
they are more feeble than thofe which he can draw from- 
the eternal deep of death.. If he thinks that they are — 
be is in the. proper frame for initiation into Spartacus’s 
higher myfterics. He may be either M ag u s or Re x. 

. .Were this a proper place for confidering the queftioiv 
as a queftion of fciencc or truth; I would fay. that eve* 
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iy man who has been a fuccefiful Undent of nature, and 
who will reft his conclufions on the fame maxims of pro-- 
liable reafoning that have procured him fuccefs in his. 
part refearches, wiU confider it as next to certain than 
there is another ftate of exiftence for rational man. For 
he muft own, that if this be not the cafe, there is a molt 
lingular, exception to a propofition which the whole 
courfe of his experience has made him confider as a 
truth founded on wniverfal induction, viz. that nature 
uccompli/hqi all her plant, and that every clafs of beings 
attains aU the improvement of which it is capable. Let 
him but turn his thoughts inward, he will feel that his 
intellect is capable of improvement, in comparifon with 
which Newton is but a child; I could purfue this argu- 
ment-very far, and (I think) waran the heart of every 
man whom I flvould with to caU my friend. 

What opinion will be formed* of this Affociation by 
the modeft, the lowly-minded, the candid, who acknow- 
ledge that they too often feel the fuperior force of pre- 
fent and fenfible pleafures, by which their minds are. 
drawn off from the contemplation of what their confid- 
ences tell them to be right— to be their dutiful and filial 
lent i meats and emotions ce (peeling their great and good 
Parent— to be their dutiful and neighbourly affections, 
and their proper conduct to aH around them — and which 
diminifti their veneration for that purity of thought and 
moderation of appetite which-becotnes their noble na- 
tures, What mult they think of this Order ? Confcious 
of frequent faults, which would oiiend themfelves if 
committed by their deareft. children, they look up to 
their Maker with anxiety — -are forry for having fo far 
forgotten their duty, and fearful that- they may again 
forget it. Their painful experience tells them that their 
xeafij n is often too weak, their information too foamy* 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



THE ILLUMINATI* 


jtMf 

®r its light is obftru&ed by paffion and prejudices, which 
diftort and difcolour every thing ; or it is unheeded dur- 
ing their attention to prefent objects. Happy (hould 
they be, if it {hould pleafe their kind Parent to remind 
them of their duty from time to time, or to influence 
their mind in any way that would compenfate for their 
own ignorance, their own weaknefc, or even their indo- 
lence and negleft, They dare not expert fucba favor; 
which their modefty tells them they do not deferve, and 
which they fear may be unfit to be granted ; but when 
fuch a comfort is held out to them, with eager hearts 
they receive it->-they blefs the kindnefs%that granted it, 
and the .hand that bringsit.—— — Such amiable characters 
have appeared in all ages, and in all fituations of man- 
kind, They have not in all inftances been wife — often 
have they been precipitate, and have too 'readily catch* 
ed at any thing which pretended to give them the fo 
much wiflied-for afli fiances j and, unfortunately, there 
have been enthufiafts, or villains, who have taken adt 
vantage of this univerfal wifli of anxious tnan j and the 
world has been; darkened by cheats, who have mifrcpre- 
fented God to mankind, have filled us with vain ter* 
rors, and have then quieted our fears by fines, and la- 
crifices, and mortifications, and fervices, which they 
faid made more than amends for all our faults. Thus 
was our duty to our neighbour, to our own dignity; 
and to our Maker and Parent, kept out of light, and re* 
ligion no longer came in aid to our fenfe of right and 
wrong ; but, on the contrary, by thefe fupevllitions it 
opened the doors of heaven to the Worthlefs and tbe 
wicked. — .But I wifh not to fpeak of thefe men, but of 
the good, the candid, the modest, the humble whb 
know their failings, who love their duties, but wifh tb 
duiow, to perceive, and to love them Hill more. ThHe 
are they who think and believe that “the GofpelhW 
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brought life and immortality to light,” that is, within 
their reach. They think’it worthy of the Father of man- 
kind, and they receive it with thankful hearts, admiring' 
above all things the fimplicity of its morality, compre- 
hended in one fentence, “ Do to another what you catr 
rcafonably wifh that another fliould do to you,” and 

THAT PURITY OF THOUGHT AND MANNIKS WHIClf 
DISTINGUISHES IT FROM ALL THE SYSTEMS OP MO-f 
RAL INSTRUCTION THAT HAVE EVER BEEN OFFER-* 

ed to men. Here they find a ground of resignation 
under the troubles of life, and a fupport in the hour of 
death, quite Suited to the diffidence of their character; 
Such men are ready to grant that the Stoics were per- 
fons of noble and exalted minds, and that they had wor- 
thy conceptions of the rank of man in the fcale of God'J 
works ; but they confefs that they themfelves do not 
feel all that fupport from Stoical principles which man 
too frequently needs ; and they fay that they are not 
Angular in their opinions, but that the bulk of mankind 
ire prevented, by their w r ant of heroic fortitude, by 
their fituation, or their want of the opportunities of cul- 
tivating their native ftrength of mind, from ever attain- 
ing this hearty fubmiflioii to the will of Deity.— They 
maintain, that the Stoics were but a few, a very few, front 
among many millions— and therefore their being fatisfied 
wasbut atrifle amidft the general difcontent,and fretting* 
and defpair.— Such men will molt certainly Hart back 
from this Illumination with horror and fright — from a 
’Society which gives the lie to their fondeft hopes, makes 
a fport <>f their grounds of hope, ahd of their deliverer; 
and which, after laughing at their credulity, bids them 
ihake off all religion whatever, and denies the exiftencc 
xi£.that<Supreme Mind, the pattern of -all excellence 1 , 
who till now bad filled their thoughts with admiration 
and lover— from an. Order which pretends to free them 
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from fpiritual bondage, and then lays on their necks a 
load ten times more oppreflive and intolerable, from, 
which they have no power of ever efcaping. Men of, 
fenfe and virtue will fpurn at fuch a propofal ; and even, 
the profligate, who trade w ith Deity, muft be feniible 
that they will be better off with their priefts, whom they 
know, and among whom they may make a feleftion of 
fuch as will with patience and gentlenefs clear up their 
dpubts, calm their fears, and encourage their hopes. 

And all good men, all lovers of peace and of juftice, 
will abhor and re j eft the thought of overturning the pre- _ 
lent Conftitution of things, faulty as it may be^ merely 
in the endeavour to eftablifh another, which the vices of 
mankind may fubvert again in a twelvemonth. They 
muft fee, that in order to gain their point, the propofers 
have found it neceffary to deftroy the grounds of mora- 
lity, by permitting the moft wicked means for accom- 
pli filing any end that our fancy, warped by pafhon or in- 
tereft, may reprefent to us as of great importance. They 
fee, that inftead of morality, vice muft prevail, and that 
therefore there is no fecurity for the continuance of this 
Utopian felicity ; and, in the mean time, defolation and 
mifery muft lay the world wafte during the ftruggle, and 
half of thofe for whom we are driving will be fwept from 
the face of the earth. We have but to look to France, 
where in eight years there have been more executions 
and fpoilations and diftreffes of every kind by the fou- 
voir revolutionnaire , than can be found in the long re- 
cords of that defpotie monarchy. ; 

There is nothing in the whole conftitution of the Illu- 
minati that ftrikes me with more horror than the prepo- 
fals of Hercules and Minos to enlift the women in this 
lh.ocking warfare with all that “ is good, and pure, and 
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lonely, and of good report.” They could not have fallen 
on any expedient that will be more effectual and fatal. 
If any of my countrywomen fhall honor thefe pages with 
a reading, I would call on them, in the molt earned 
manner, to confider this as an affair of the utmoft im- 
portance to themfelves. I would conjure them by the- 
regard they have for their own dignity, and for their 
rank in foctety, to join againft thefe enemies of human’ 
nature, and profligate degraders of the fex ; and I would 
allure them that the prefent ftateof things almofl puts it in 
their power to be the faviours of the world. But if they 
are remifs, and yield to the feduftion, they will fall from 
that high ftate to which they have arifen in Chriftian 
Europe, and again fink into that infignifieancy or fiave- 
ry in which the fex is found in all ages and countries out 
of the hearing of Chriftianhy. 

I hope that my countrywomen will confider this fo-* 
lemn addrefs to them as a proof of the high efleem in 
which I hold them. They will not be offended then if, 
in this feafon of alarm and anxiety, when I wifh to im- 
prefs their minds with a ferious truth, I fhall wave cere- 
mony which is always defigning, and fpeak of them in 
honed but decent pktinnefs. 

Man is immerfcd in luxury. Our accommodations 
are now fo numerous that every thing is pieafure. Even 
in very fober firuations m this highly cultivated Soci- 
ety, there is hardly a thing that remains in the form of 
a necelTary of life, or even of a mere conveniency — 
every thing is ornamented — it muft not appear of ufe 
—it muft appear as giving fome fenfible pieafure. I do 
not fay this by way of blaming — it is nature — man is at 
refining creature, and our moll boafted acquirements; 
ate hut refinements on. our necelftry wants. Our hut 
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becomes a • palace, our blanket a fine draftf, an4 xilif 
, arts become fciences. Thisdifcontent with the natural 
condition of things, and this difpofition to refinement, 
is a charaBeridic of our fpecies, and is the great em- 
ployment of our lives. The direBion which this pro- 
penfity chances to take in any age or nation, marks its 
charaBer in the mod confpicuous and interefting man- 
ner. All have it in fome degree, and it is very con- 
ceivable that, in fome, it -may conftitutc the chief ob- 
jeBof attention. If this be the cafe in any nations, it 
is furely mod likely to be fo in thofe where tire accom- 
modations of life are the mod numerous — therefore in 
a rich and luxurious nation. I may furely, without 
exaggeration or reproach, give that appellation to our 
own nation at this moment. If you do not go to the 
very lowed clafs of people, who mud labour all day, is. 
it pot the chief objeB of all to procure perceptible pica* 
Jure hr one way or another P The fober andbufy ftrug- 
glc'in the fhoughts and hopes of getting the means of en- 
joying the comfort* of life without farther labour — and 
many have no other objeB than pleafure*. 

. Then let ns reflcB that it is woman that is to grace tbc 
whole — It is in nature, it is the very conditution of 
man, that woman, and every thing conneBed with wo- 
man, mud appear as the ornament of life. That this 
mixes with every other focial fentipaent, appears from 
the conduB of our fpecies in all ages and in every fitu- 
ation. This I prefume would be the cafe, even though 
there were no qualities or talents in the fex tp judify it. 
This fentiment refpeBing the fex is neceflary, in order, 
to rear fo helplefs, fo nice, and fo improveable a crea- 
ture as man ; without it, the long abiding talk could 
rot be performed and I think that I may venture to. 
lay that it is performed in the different Rates of fucietjr 
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MCarfy inprdportion as this preparatory and indifpenfa* 
tie fent/ment is in force. - 4 ' 

•' On- the other hand, I think it no lefs evident thact it! 
is the defire of the women to be- agreeable to the men, 
and that they will model themfelves according to what 
they think will pleafe. Without this adjuftment of 
fentiments by nature, nothing would goon. We ne- 
ver obferve any fuch want of fymmetry in the works of 
God. If, therefore, thofe who take the lead, and give 
the fafhfon in fociety, Were wife and virtuous,- I have 
no doubetmt that the women would fet the brighteft 
pattern of every thing that is excel lent. But- if the men 
are nice and faftidious fenfualifts, the women will be 
refined and elegant voluptuaries. 

• There is no deficiency in the female mind, either in 
taints or in difpofitions j nor can we fay with certainty' 
that there is any fubjeft of intellectual or moral difeuf- 
Aon in which women have not excelled. If the delica- 
cy of their conftitution, and other phyfical caufes, al- 
low the female fex a fmaller fhare of fome mental pow- 
ers, they po fiefs others in a fuperior degree, which are 
ono lefs refpe&able in their own nature, and of as great 
importance to fociety. Inftead of defcanting at -large 
on their powers of mind, and fupporting my aflertions 
•by the inftances of a Hypatia, a Schurman, a Zenobia, 
.an Elifabeth, &c. I may repeat the account given 6f 
-the fex by a perfon of uncommon experience, who faw 
themwithout difguife, or any motive that could lead 

- them to play a feigned part. — Mr. Ledyard, who tra- 

- verfed the greateft part of the - world, for the' mere in- 
dulgence of his tafte for obfervation of human nature ; 

-generally in want, and often in extreme raifery. 
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. “ I have (fays he) always remarked that wortert, rn 
all countries, are civil, obliging, tender, and humane; 
that they are ever inclined to be gay and cheerful, timor- 
ous and model ! ; and that they do not hefitate, like 
man, to perform a kind or generous action. — Not 
haughty, not arrogant, not fupercilious, they are full 
of courtefy, and fond of fociety — more liable in gene- 
ral to e^r than man, but in general, alfo, more virtu- 
ous, and performing more good aftions than he: To a 
woman, whether civilized or favage, I never addrefled 
myfelfin the language of decency and frieadlhip, with- 
out receiving a decent and friendly anfwer — with man 
it has often been otherwife. 

“ In wandeving over the barren plains of inhofpitable 
Denmark, through honelt Sweden, and frozen Lap- 
iand,' rude and chuililh Finland, unprincipled Ruflia, 
-and the wide fpread regions of the wandering Tartar — 
if hungry, dry, cold, wet, or lick, the women have 
ever been friendly to me, and uniformly fo ; and to add 
-to this virtue (fo worthy of* the appellation of benevo- 
lence) thefe a&ions have been performed in fo free and 
•fo kind a manner, that if I was thirfty, I drank the 
Tweeted draught, and if hungry, I ate the coarfe meal 

• with a double relilh.” 

And thefe are they whom Weifhaupt would corrupt ! 
One of thefe, whom he had embraced with fondnefs, 

• would he have murdered, to fave his honor, and qua- 
lify himfelf to preach virtue l But let us not be too fe- 
. vere on Weilhaupt — let us waih ourfelves clear of all 
- Rain before we think of reprobating him,. Arewenet 
: guilty in fome degree, when we do not cultivate in the 

women -thefe powers of mind, and thofe difpofitions of 
hearty which would equally dignify them in every fta- 
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tion as in thofe humble ranks in which Mr. Ledyard 
molt frequently faw them ? I cannot think that we do 
this. They are not only to grace the whole of cultivat- 
ed fociety, but it is in their faithful and affe&ionate 
perfonal attachment that we are to find the fweeteft plca- 
fures that life can give. Yet in all the fituations where 
the manner in which they are treated is not dictated by 
-the ftern laws of neceflity, are they not trained up for 
mere a mu foment — are not ferious occupations confiden- 
«d as a talk which hurts their lovelinefs ? What is this 
but felfilhnefs, or as if they had no virtues worth cultivat- 
ing ? Their bvfincfs is fuppofed to be the ornamenting 
.themfelves, as if nature did not dictate this to them al- 
ready, with at lead: as much force as is necefiary. Eve- 
ry thing is prefcribed to them becaufe it makes them more 
lovely — even* their moral leffons are enforced by this ar- 
gument, and Mifs Woolftoncroftis perfectly right when 
Ihe fays that- the fine lelTons given to young women by 
Fordyce or Rouffeau are nothing but folfilh and refined 
voluptuoufnefs. This advocate of her fox-puts her lif- 
ters in the proper point o# view, when Ihe tells them 
that they are, like man, the fubjefts of God’s moral go- 
vernment — like man, preparing themfelves for bound- 
lefs improvement in a better Hate of exiftence. Had. 
Ihe adhered to this view of the matter, and kept it con- 
ftantly in fight, her book (which doubtlefs contains ma- 
ny excellent things, highly deferving of their ferious 
confideratien) would- have been -a molt valuable work. 
She juftly obferves, that the virtues of the fox- are great 
and refpeblable, but that in our mad cbace of pleasure, 
only pleafure, they are little thought of or attended to. 
Man trulls to his own uneontroulable power, or to the 
general goodnefs of the fox, that their virtues will ap- 
pear when we have occafion for them ; — “ but wc will 
.fond for thefe fame other time r-Many noble difplays 
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do they make of the moll difficult attainments. Such 
is the patient bearing up under misfortunes, which has 
no brilliancy to fupport it in the effort. This is more 
difficult than braving danger in an a&ive and confpicu- 
ous fituation. How often is a woman left with a family 
and the fluttered remains of a fortune, loll perhaps by 
diffipation or by indolence — -and how feldom, how very 
ieldom, do we fee woman Ihrink from the talk, or dif- 
charge it with negligence ? Is it not therefore folly next 
.to madnefs, not to be careful of this our greatell blef« 
fing-T-of things which fo nearly concern our peace — nor 
guard ourfelves, and thefe our bell companions and 
friends, from the effects of this fatal Illumination ? It 
has indeed brought to light what dreadful lengths men 
will go, when under the fanatical and dazzling glare of 
happinefs in a Hate of liberty and equality, and fpurred 
on by infatiable luxury, and not held in check by moral 
feelings and the reftraints of religion-^and mark, reader, 
that the women have here alfo taken the complexion of 
the men, and have even gone beyond them. If we have 
feen a fon prefent hirofelf tp the National Affembly of 
France, profeffing his fatisfaflion with the execution of 
his father three days before, and declaring himfelf a true 
citizen, who prefers the nation to all other confident 
tions j we have alfo feen, on the fame day, wives de- 
nouncing their htrlbands, and (Q (hocking to human 
nature !) mothers denouncing their fons, as bad citizens 
and traitors, Mark too what return the women have 
met with for all their horrid fervices, where, to exprefs 
their fentiments of civifm and abhorrence of royalty, 
they threw away the character of their fex, and bit the 
amputated limbs of their murdered countrymen,* Sure- 

* I fay this on the authority of a young gentleman, an emi- 
grant, who law it, and who faid, that they were women, not of 
the dregs of the Palais Royal, nor of infamous character, but wrii 
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Jy tbcfe patriotic women merited that the rights of their 
fex ffiould be conlidered in full council, and they were 
well entitled to a feat ; but there is not a fingle aft of 
their government in which the fex is confidered as hav- 
ing any rights whatever, or that they are things to be 
cared for. 

Are not the accurfed fruits of Illumination to be feen 
.fo the prefent humiliating condition of woman in France? 
.pampered in every thing that can reduce them to the 
mere inftrument of animal pleafure. In their prefent 
ftate of national moderation (as they call it) and fecuri- 
ty, fee Madame Talien come into the public theatre, ac- 
companied by other beautiful women (I was about to 
have mifhamed them Ladies) laying ahde all modeliy, 
and prefenting thcmfelves to the public view, with bared 
limbs, a la Sauvage, as the alluring objefts of defire. I 
make no doubt but that this is .a ferious matter, encourag- 
ed, nay, prompted by government. To keep the minds qf 
the Parilians in the prefent fever of dilfolute gaiety, they 
are at more expence from the national treafury for the 
fupport of the lixty theatres, than all the peniions and 
honorary offices in Britain, three times told, amount to. 
Was not their abominable farce in the church of Notre 
Dame a bait of the fame kind, in the true fpirit of 
Weiffisrupt’s Erotcrion ? 1 was pleafed to fee among the 
priefts of that folenmity Mr. Brigonzi, an old acquaint* 
ance, formerly Machinijle (and excellent in his profefli- 
on) to the opera at the palace in St. Peterfburg. He 
was amoft. zealous Mal'on, and Chevalier de 1 Orient ; 
and I know that he went to Paris in the fame capacity 
of Machinijle de I'Opera ; fo that I am next to certain 

drefled. — I am forrv to add, that the relation, accompanied with 
looks of horror and difgull, only provoked a contemptuous fmilc 
•from an illuminated Critilh Fair one. 
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that this is the very man. But what will be the end of 
all this P The fondlings of the wealthy will bejiamper- 
ed in all the indulgences which faftidious voluptuoufnefs 
finds necefTary for varying or enhancing its pleafures ; but 
they will either be (lighted as toys, or they will be itn- 
mured ; and the companions of the poor will be drudg- 
es and (laves. ' 

I am fully perfuaded that it was the enthufiaftic ad- 
miration of Grecian democracy that recommended to 
the French nation the drefs a la Grecque , which exhibits, 
not the elegant, ornamented beauty, but the beautiful 
female, fully as well as Madame T alien’s drefs d la Sau- 
'vage. It was no doubt with the fame adherence to ferr- 
ous principle,, that Mademoi Telle Therouanne was moft 
‘beautifully drefled a I'Amazonne on the 5th of Oftober 
1789, when (he turned the heads of fo many young of- 
ficers of the regiments at Verfailles. The Cytherea, the 
hominum divumque volnptas , at the cathedral of Notrfe 
Dame, was alfo dreffed a la Grecque ; and*m this, and 
in much of the folemnities of that day, I recognized the 
tafte and invention of my old acquaintance Brigonzi. I 
recollected the dreffes of our premiere (3 fecov.de Surveil- 
lances in the Loge de la Fid elite. There is a moft evi- 
dent and cbarafteriftic change in the whole fyftem of fe- 
male drefs in France. The Filles de VOpera always 
gave the ton , and were furely withheld by no rigid prin- 
ciple. They fometimes produced very extravagant and 
fantaftic forms, but thefe were almoft always in the ftyle 
of the higheft ornament, and they trufted, for the reft 6f 
the impreflion which they wilhed to make, to the fafei- 
■ nating expreflion of elegant movements. This indeed 
was wonderful, and hardly conceivable by any who have 
.not feen a grand ballet performed by good aftors. I 
have (hed tears of the moft fincere and tender forrow 
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during the exhibition of Antigone, fet to mufic by Tra- 
etta, and performed by Madame Meilcour and SreTo- 
relli, and Zantini. I can eafily conceive the impredion 
to be ftill fironger, though perhaps of another kind, when 
the former fuperb drelfes are changed for the expreflive 
fimplicity of the Grecian. I cannot help thinking that 
the female ornaments in the reft of Europe, and even 
among ourfelves, have lefs elegance fmce we loft the 
imprimatur of the French court. But fee how all this 
will terminate, when we ftiall have brought the fex fo 
low, and will not even wait for a Mahometan paradife. 
.What can we expefct but fuch a diffolutenefs of man- 
ners, that the endearing ties t>f relation and family, and 
mutual confidence within doors, will be flighted, and will 
ceafe ; and every man mud Hand up for himfelf, Gngle 
and alone, in perfeft equality, and full liberty to do 
whatever his own arm (but that alone) is able to accom- 
piifh. This is not the fuggeftion of prudilh fear, I think 
it is the natural courfe of things, and that F ranee is at 
this moment giving to the world the fulleft proof of 
Weilhaupt’s fagacity, and the judgment with which he 
has formed his plans. Can it tend to the improvement of 
our morals or manners to have our ladies frequent the 
gymnaftic theatres, and fee them decide, like the Roman 

• matrons, on the merits of a naked gladiator or wreftler ? 
-Have we not enough of this already with our vaulters 

and pofture -matters, and ihould we admire any lady who 
•had a rage for fuch fpeftacles ? Will it improve our tafte 

• to have our rooms ornamented with fuch paintings and 
fculptures as filled the cenaculum, and the ftudy of the 

- refined and elegant moralift Horace, who had the an — 
ridendo dicere verum ? Shall we be improved when fuch 

• indulgences are thought compatible with fuch leffons as 
1 he generally gives for the conduct of life ? The pure 

- .Morality of lUuminatifm is uow employed in ftripping 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



SCO 


THE ILLUMINATE 


Italy of all thofe precious remains of ancient art and 
voluptuoufnefs ; and Paris will ere long be the depofit 
and the refort of artifts from all nations, there to ftudy 
the works of ancient mailers, and to return from theneo 
pandars of public corruption. The plan is mafterly, and 
the low-born Statefmen and Generals of France may in 
this reipect be fet on a level with a Colbert or a Conde. 
But the confequences of this Gallic dominion over 
the minds of fallen man will be as dreadful as their dm 
minion over their lives and fortunes. 

Recolleft in what manner Spartacns propofed to 
corrupt his lifters (for we freed not fpeak of the manner 
in which he expe&ed that this would promote his plan 
—this is abundandy plain.) It was by deftroying their 
moral fentiments, and . their fendments of religion.-** 
-Recollect what is the recommendation that the Atheift 
Minos gives of his ftep-daughters, when he fpeaks of 
them as proper perfons for the Lodge of Sifters. “ They 
have got over all prejudices, and, in matters of re- 
ligion, they think as I do.” Thefe profligates- judged 
rightly that this affair required much caution, and.that the 
. utmoft attention to decency, and even delicacy, rauft be 
obferved in their rituals and ceremonies, otherwife they 
would be difgujlcd. This was judging fairly of the feel- 
ings of a female mind. But they j udged falfely, and on- 
ly according to their own coarfe experience, when they 
attributed their difguft and their fears to coynefe. Coy- 
nefs.is indeed the inftin&ive attribute of the female. In 
woman it is very great, and it is perhaps the genuine 
fource of the difguft of which the Illuminati were fufpi- 
cious. But. they haye beendim-fighted indeed, or very 
unfortunate in their acquaintance, if they never obferved 
any other fource of repugnance in the mind of woman 
to what is. immoral or immodeft — if they did not fee dif- 
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rlike-*-moral difapprdbatioft. Do they mean to infinuate, 
-that in that regard which mode ft women exprefs in all 
-their words and a&ions, for what every one underftands 
•by the terms decency, modefty, filthinefs, obfcenity, they 
only (how female coy nefs P Then are they very blind in- 
ftru&ors. But they are not fo- blind. The account 
given of the initiation of a young Sifter at Frankfort, 
under the feigned name Pfycharion , Ihows the mod fcru- 
pulous attention to the moral feelings of the fex ; and 
the confufion and difturbance which it occafioned among 
the ladies, after all their care, (hows, that when they 
•thought all right and delicate, they had been but coarfe 
•judges. Minos damns the ladies there, becaufe they are 
too free, too rich, too republican, and too wife, for be- 
ing led about by the nofe (this is his own expreffion.) 
•But Philo certainly thought mote corre&ly of the fex 
in general, when he fays, Truth is a modell girl : She 
maybe handed about like a lady, by good fenfe and 
.good manners, but mult not be bullied and driven about 
like a ftrumpet. I would give the difcourfes or addref- 
•fes which were made on that occafion to the different 
■dafles of the affembly, girls, young ladies, wives, young 
.men, and ftrangers, which are really well compofed and 
pretty, were ! they not fuch as would offend my fait 
countrywomen. 

The religious fentiments by which mortals are to be 
aflifted, even in the difcharge of their moral duties, and 
•ftill more, the fentiments which are purely religious^ 
rand have no reference to any thing here, areprecifely 
.thofe which are raoft eafily excited in the mind of wo- 
man. Affeftion, admiration, filial reverence, are, if I 
.miftake not exceedingly, thofe in which the women far 
furpaft the men ; and it is on this account that we ge« 

fib 
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nerally find them fo much difpofed to devotion, whieh 
as nothing but a fort of fond indulgence of thefe affec- 
tions without limit to the ' imagination.' The enraptur- 
ed devotee poure out her foul in expreffions of thefe 
feelings, juft as a fond mother mixes the careifes given 
.to her child with the mod extravagant expreffions of 
love. The' devotee even endeavours to excite higher 
-degrees of thefe affeQlons, by expatiating on fuch cir- 
.eumftances in the divine conduft with refpe& to man as 
naturally awaken them ; and he does this without any 
-fear of exceeding ; becaufe Infinite Wifdom and Good- 
nefs will always juftify the fentiment, and free the ex- 
.•prcffion-of it from all charge of hyperbole Or extrava- 
gance. • 

I am convinced, therefore, that the female mind is 
•well adapted to xultivation by means of religion, and 
that -their dative foftnefs and kindnefs of heart will al- 
•ways be fufficient for procuring it a favorable reception 
From them. It is therefore with double regret thht I fee 
any of them join in the arrogant pretenfions of our Illu- 
minated philofophers, who fee no need of fuch affiftan- 
ces for the knowledge and difeharge of their duties. 
There is nothing fo unlike that general modefty of 
•thought, and that diffidence, which we are difpofed to 
think the charafter of the female mind. I am inclined 
-to think, that fuch deviations from the general' conduft 
Jofthe fex are marks of a harlher character, of a heart 
that has lefs fen Ability, and is on the whole lefs amiable 
than that of others ; yet it muft be owned that there are 
•fome fuch among us. Much, if not the whole of this 
perverfion, has, I am perfuaded, been owing to the con- 
tagion of bad example in the men. They are made fa- 
miliar with fuch expreffions — their firft horror is gone, 
and (would to heaven that I were miftaken !) fome of 
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them have already wounded their confidences to fuch a- 
degree, that, they have Tome reafon to wilh that religion- 
may be withoot foundation- ■ i 

. But I would call upon all, and theft women in parti- 
cular, to confider this matter in another light — as it may 
affe£t themfelves in this life ; as it may affe£t their rank 
•and treatment in ordinary fociety. I would fay to them* 
•that if the world fhall. once adopt the belief that, this life 
is our all, then, the true maxim of rational condu£t will 
be, to “ eat and to drink,, fince to-mofrow we are tt> 
die and that when they have nothing to trull to but 
•the fondnefs of the men, they, will foon find themfelves 
•reduced to- flavery- The crown which they now Wear 
will fall from their heads, and they will no longer be the 
-arbiters of what is lovely in human life. The empire of 
■beauty is but fiiort ; and even in republican France, it 
.will not be many years that Madame Talien can fafici- 
-nate the Parifian Theatre by the exhibition of her charms. 

• Man is faftidious and changeable, and he is ftronger than 
they, and can- always- take his own will with refpefl to 
woman- At prefent he is with-held by refpeft for her 
moral worth — and many are with-held by religion — and 
many more are with-held by public laws,- which laws 
were framed at a time when religious truths influenced 
the minds and the conduft. of men. When the fentiments 
of men change, they will not be fo foolifli as to keep in 
force laws which cramp their ftrongeft defires. Then will 
the rich have their Harems, ami the poor their drudges. 

Nay, it is not merely thee ire urn (lance of woman’s be- 
ing confidered as the moral companion of man that gives 
the fex its empire among us. There is fomething of 
this to be obferved in all nations. Of all the diftinftions 
which fet our fpecies above the other fcntient inhabit- 
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anh of this globe, making us as unlike to the heft off 
them as they are to a piece of inanimate matter, there is 
none more remarkable than the differences obfervable 
in the appearances of thofe de fires by which the race is 
continued. As I obfervcd already, fuch a diftm&ion 
is indifpenfably neceffary. There mud be a moral cotv 
nefiion, . in order that the human fpecies may be a race 
of -rational creatures, improveable, not only by the civ 
creafmg experience of the individual, but alfo by the he- 
xitable experience of the fucceffive generations. It may 
be obferved between the folitary pairs in Lahrador, 
where human nature ftarves, like the ftunted oak in the 
crevice of a baron rock ; and it is (balin' the cultivated 
foeicties of Europe, where our nature in a feries of ages 
becoines a majeftic tree. But, alas ! with what differ- 
ences of boughs and foliage 1 Whatever may be the na- 
tive powers of mind in the poor but gentle Efquimaux, 
(he can do nothing for the fpecies but nurlc a young 
one, who cannot run his race of life without ittceilaat 
and hard labour to keep foul and body together-— here 
therefore her ftation in fociety can hardly have a name, 
becaufe there, can hardly be faid that there is an affoci- 
ation, except what is neceffary for repelling the holtile 
attacks of Indians, who feem to hunt them without pro- 
vocation as- the dog does the hare. In other parts of the 
world, we fee that the confideration in which the (ex is 
held, nearly follows the proportions of that aggregate of 
many different particulars, which we conlider as confti- 
tuting the cultivation of a fociety. We may perhaps 
err, and we probably do err, in our eftimation of thefe 
.degrees, becaufe \ve are not perfeflly acquainted with 
what is the real excellence of man. But as far as we can 
judge of it, I believe that my affertion is acknowledged. 
On this authority, I might prefume to fay, that it is in 
Chriflian Europe that man has attained his highcfl de- 
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pte of cultivation — and it is undoubtedly here that the 
women have attained the highelt rank. I may even add, 
that it is in that part of Europe where the elfential and 
diftinguilhing doctrines of Chrittian morality are moll 
generally acknowledged and attended to by the laws of 
the country, that woman acts the highelt part in general- 
fociety. But here we mult be very careful how wc 
form our notion, either of the fociety, or of the female 
rank — it is furely not from the two or three dozens w ho 
£11 the highelt ranks in the Hate. Their number is too 
fmall, and their luuation is too particular, to afford the 
proper average. Be Tides, the fnuation of the individu- 
als of this clafs in all countries is very much the lame — 
and in all it is very artificial — accordingly their charac- 
ter is fantaltical. Nor are we to take it from that clafs 
that is the molt numerous of all, the lowelt clafs of foci- 
ety, for thefe are the labouring poor, whofe conduct and 
occupations are fo much dictated to them by the hard 
circumftances of their lituation, that fcarcely any thing 
is left to their choice. The fituation of women of this 
clafs mult be nearly the fame in all nations. But this 
clafs is ftill fufceptible of fome variety — and we fee it— 
.and I think that even here there is a perceptible fuperi- 
ority of the female rank in thofe countries where the 
purelt Chriftianity prevails. We mult however take 
our meafures or proportions from a numerous clafs, but 
alio a clafs in fomewhat of eafy circumftances, where 
moral fentiments call fome attention, and perfons have 
• fome choice in their conduct. And here, although I 
cannot pretend to have had many opportunities of obier- 
yation, yet I have had fome. I can venture to lay that 
it is not in Ruflia, nor in Spain, that woman is, on the 
whole, the molt important as a member of the commu- 
nity. I would fay, that in Britain her important rights 
are more generally refpe&ed than any where clfe. No 
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where is a man’s chara&er fo much hurt by infidelity—* 
no where is it fo difficult to rub off the iligma of baftar- 
dy, or to procure a decent reception or fociety for an 
improper connection ; and I believe it will readily be 
granted, that their fhare in fucceffions, their authority 
in all matters of domeftic truft, and even their opinions 
in wbat concerns life and manners, are fully more ret 
pefted here than in any country. 

I have been of the opinion (and every obfervatioa 
■that I have been able to make fince I firft formed it con* 
.firms roe in it) that woman is indebted to Chriftianity 
alone for the high rank ffie holds in fociety. Look into 
the writings of antiquity — into the works of the Greek 
and Latin poets- — into the numberlefs panegyrics of the 
iex, to be found both in profe and verfe — -I can find 
little, very little indeed, where woman is treated with 
,refpe£t — there is no want of love, that is, of fondnefs, 
of beauty, of charms, of graces. But of woman as the 
.equal of man, as a moral companion, travelling with 
.him the road to felicity — as his advifer — his folace in 
•misfortune — as a pattern from which he may fometimes 
copy with advantage ; — of all this there is hardly a trace. 
•Woman is always mentioned as an object of pallion. 
•Chaftity, modefty, fober-mindednefs, are all conlider- 
ed in relation to this finglc point ; or fometimes as of 
importance in refpect of ceconomy or domeftic quiet. 
Recoiled the famous fpeec'n of Metellus Numidicus to 
the Roman people, when, as Cenfor, he was recora- 
• mending marriage. 

“ Si fine uxore poffemus Quiritcs effe, omnesea rao- 
leftia careremus. Scd quoniam ita natura tradidit, ut 
nec cum illis commode, nec line illis ullo modo vivi 
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-poflet, faluti perpetual potius quam brevi voluptati 
confulcndum.’’ 

Aul. Gell. Nott. Alt. I. 6. 

What does Ovid, the great panegyrift of the fox, fay 
for his beloved daughter, whom he had praifed for her 
attractions in various places of his Triftia and other com- 
pofitions ? He is writing her Epitaph — and the only 
thing he can fay of her as a rational creature is, that die 
is — Domijida — not a Gadabout. — Search Apuleius, 
where you will find many female characters in abjlratlo 
—You will find that his little Photis was neared to his 
heart, after all his philofophy. Nay, in his pretty dory 
of Cupid and Pfyche, which the very wife will tell you 
is a fine lefTon of moral philofophy, and a reprefenta- 
tion of the operations of the intellectual and moral fa- 
culties of the human foul, a ftory which gave him the 
•fined opportunity, nay, almoft made it neceffary for 
him, to infert whatever can ornament the female cha- 
racter ; what is his Pfvchc but a beautiful, fond, and 
filly girl ; and what are the whole fruits of any acquain- 
tance with the fex ?- — Pleafurc. But why take more 
pains in the fearch ?— Look at their immortal goddetres 
— is there one among them whom a wife man would fe- 
leCt for a wife or a friend P — I grant that a Lucretia is 
praifed — a Portia, an Arria, a Zenobia — but thefe are 
individual characters — not reprefentatives of the fex. 
The only Grecian ladies who made a figure by intellec- 
tual talents, were your Alpafias, Sapphos, Phrynes, 
and other nymphs of this cad, who had emerged from 
the general infignificance of the fex, by throwing away 
what we are accudomed to call its greated ornament. 

I think that the fird piece in which woman is pictured 
as a refpcCtable character, is the oldeft novel that I am 
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acquainted with, written by a Chridian Bilhop, Helio* 
dorus — I mean the Adventures of Theagenes and Cha- 
ricjea. I think that the Heroine is a greater character 
than you will meet with in all the annals of antiquity. 
And it is worth while to obferve what was the effeS of 
•this painting. The poor Bilhop had been depofed, and 
.even excommunicated, for do&rinal errors, and for 
drawing fuch a pi&ure of a heathen. The magidrates 
.of Antioch, the mod voluptuous and corrupted city of 
the Ead, wrote to the Emperor, telling him that thi* 
bock had reformed the ladies of their city, where Julian 
.the Emperor and his Sophids had formerly preached in 
vain, and they therefore prayed that the good Bilhop 
might not be deprived of his mitre. — -It is true, we read 
of Hvpatia, daughter of Theon, the mathematician at 
Alexandria, who was a prodigy of excellence, and 
taught philofophy, i. e. the art of leading a good and 
happy life, with great applaufe in the famous Alexan- 
drian fchool. — But (he alfo was in the times of Chridi- 
anity, and was the intimate friend of Syncellus and other 
-Chrifl/in Bilhops. 

It is undoubtedly Chridianity that has fet woman on 
her throne, making her in every refpeft the equal of 
man, bound to the fame duties, and candidate for the 
lame happinefs. Mark how woman is deferibed by a 
Chridian poet, 

“ Yet when I approach 

' Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute the fee ms, 

And in herfelf complete, fo well to know 
Her own, that what fhe wills to do or fay 
Seems V/ifeJl, virtuoufejl, difcreettjl , lejl. 

Neither her outfit' e, form’d fo fair, 

So much delights me, as thofe graceful a&t, 
i rife thetj'a.ij decencies that daily flow . , • 
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' ' Prom all kef words and actions, mix’d with lova 
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeign’d • 

. Union of nund* of in us both one fiuL 

- A nd, to cottfurmnate all, 

QreeUiep of mind* and # wb£etefs> their feat . 

Build iu her Jovelicft, and create an 
, About her , as a guard angelic plac'd” 

Milton* 

* Thfis is really moral painting, without any abatement 
of female charms. 

< This- is the natural confequertce of that purity of 
heart, which is fo much infilled on in the Chriftian mor- 
tality; In the inftru&ions of the heathen philofophers, . 
it is either not mentioned at all, or at moft, it is recom- 
mended coldly, as a thing proper, and worthy of a mind 
•attentive to great things.— -But, in Chriltianity, it rs hV- 
fifted on as an indifpenfable duty, and enforced by ma’>- 
liy arguments peculiar to itfelf. < 

• . • : t 

It is worthy of ohfervation, that the moft prominent 
fuperftitions which have difhonored the Chriftian church- 
es, have been the exceffive refinements which the err- 
thufiailic admiration of heroic purity has allowed the 
holy trade to introduce into the manufacture of our fpi- 
rhual fetters. Without this enthufiafnt, cold expedi- 
ency would not have been able to make the Monadic 
vow" fo general, rtor have given- us fuch numbers of con- 
vents. Thefe were generally founded by fuch enthufi- 
afts— the rulers indeed- of the church cncouragtd this to 
the utmoft, as the beft levy for the fpiritual power— but 
•they could not enjoin fueb foundations. Front tie fame 
fource we may derive the chief influence of auricular 
cpnfeflion. When thefe were firmly eftabhfhed, and 
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were venerated, ajmoft all the other corruptions of 
Chriilianity followed of courfe. I may almoft-add, 
that though it is here that Chriftianity has differed the 
mod violent attacks, it is here that the place is mod te- 
nable. — Nothing tends fo much to knit ad the ties of 
fociety as the endearing connexions of family, and 
whatever tends to leffen our veneration for the marriage 
contraX, weakens them in the mod effeXual manner. 
Purity of manners is its mod effeXual fupport, and 
pure thoughts are the only fources from which pure 
manners can flow. I readily grant that this veneration 
for perfonal purity was carried to an extravagant height, 
and that feveral very ridiculous fancies and cuftoms 
arofe from this. Romantic love, and chivalry, are 
drong indances cf the drange vagaries of our imagina- 
tion, when carried along by this enthufiadic admiration 
of female purity-; and fo unnatural and forced, that 
they could only be temporary fafhions. But I believe 
that, with all their ridicule, it would be a happy nation 
where this was the general creed and praXice. Nor 
can I help thinking a nation on its decline, when the 
domedic connexions ceafe to be venerated, and the .il- 
legitimate offspring of a nabob or a nobleman are re- 
ceived with eafe into good company. 

Nothing is more clear than that the defign of the Il- 
luminati was to abolifh Chridianity — and we now fee 
how effeXual this would be for the corruption of the 
fair fex', a purpofe which they eagerly wifhed to gain, 
that they might corrupt the men. But if the women 
would retain the rank they now hold, they will be care- 
ful to prefervein full force on their minds this religion, 
4b congenial to their difpofuions. which nature has made 
affeXionate and kind. 
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And with refpc£l to the men, is it not egregious folly 
lo encourage any thing that can tend to blaft our fweet- 
eft enjoyments ? Shall we not do this mod effeftually if 
we attempt to corrupt what nature will always make us 
confider as the highelt elegance of life ? The divinity of 
the Stoics was, “ Mens Jana in corpore Jano " — but it is. 
equally true, 

“ Gratior ejl pukhro veniens e corpore virlus.” 

If therefore, inftead of profeffedly tainting what is oF 
itfelf beautiful, we could really work it up to 

“ That fair form, which, wove in fancy’s loom, 

“ Floats in light villons round the poet’s head,”' 

and make woman a pattern of perfe&ion, we fhouTd 
undoubtedly add more to the heartfelt happinefs of life 
than by all the difcoveries of the Illuminati. See what 
was the effeft of Theagenes and Charicfea. 

And we Ihould remember that with the fate of wo- 
man that of man is indilfolubly knit. The voice of 
nature fpoke through our immortal bard, when he made 
Adam fay, 

— — — “ From thy ftater 
Mine never fhall be parted, blifs or woe.” 

Should we fuffcr the contagion to touch out fair part- 
ner, all is gone, and too late Iball we fay, 

“ O faired of creation ! lad and beft 

Of all God’s works, creature in whom excell’d 

Whatever can to fight or thought be form’d, 

Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fvoeet ! 

How art thou loft — and now to death devote ?— • 

And me with thee haft ruin’d : for with thee 

Certain my refolution-isjo die.” ■' 
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The German Union. 


Wh, EN fuch a fermentation has been excited in 
the public mind* it cannot be fuppofed that the formal 
fuppreilion of the Order of the Illuminati in Bavaria, 
and in the Duchy of Wirtemberg, by the reigning Prin- 
ces, would bring all to reft again. By no means. The 
minds of men were predifpofed for a change by the reft- 
lefs fpirit of Speculation in every kind of enquiry, and 
the leaven had been carefully and fkilfully difleminated 
in every quarter of the empire, and even in foreign 
countries. Weilhaupt faid, on good grounds, that “ if 
the Order fhould be difeovered and fupprcffed,he would 
reftore it with tenfold energy in a twelvemonth.” Even 
in thofe ftates where it was formally abolifhed, nothing 
could hinder the enlifting new members, and carrying; 
on all the purpofes of the Order. The A reepagitee 
might indeed be changed, and the feat of the direflion 
transferred to fome other place ; but the Minerval'and 
his Mentor could meet as formerly, and a ride of a few 
miles into another Slate, would bring him to a Lodge, 
where the young would be amufed, and the more ad- 
vanced would be engaged in furious mifehief. Weil- 
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haupt never liked childrens play. He indulged Philo 
in it, becaufe lie faw him taken with 1'uch rattles ; but 
bis own proje&s were dark and folemn, and it was a re- 
lief to him now to be freed from that mummery. He 
foon found the bent of ' the per fon’s mind on whom he 
had fet his talons, and he fays, that “ no man ever ef- 
caped him whonl he thought it worth while to fecut'e.” 
He had already filled the lilts with enough of the young 
and gay, and when the prefent condition of the Oi der 
required fly and experienced heads, he no longer court- 
ed them by play-thirigs. He communicated the rank* 
and the inltruclions by a letter, without any eeremonyl 
The correfpondence with Philo at the time of the breach 
with him Ihows the fuperiority of Spartacus. Philo is 
in a rage, provoked to find a pitiful profelTor difcom 
tented with the immenle fervices which he had received 
from a gentleman of his rank, and treating him: with 
authority, and with difingenuity. — He tells Spartacus 
what ftill greater fervices he can do the Order, and 
that he can alfo ruin it with a breath.— -But in the 
midll of this rage, he propofes athoufand modes of re* 
concilement. The fmallelt concefiion would make him 
hug Spartacus in his arms. But Spartacus is deaf to 
all his threats, and firm as a rock. Though he is con- 
scious of his own vile conduct, he abates not in the 
fmalleft point his abfolute authority — requires the moll 
implicit fubmiffion, which he lays “ is due, not to hira^ 
but to the Order, and without which the Order mull 
immediately go to ruin.” — He does not even deign to 
challenge Philo to do his word, but allows him to go 
but of the Orderwithout one angry word. This Ihows 
his confidence in the energy of that fpirit of reltlels dib 
content, and that hankering after reform which he had 
fo fucccfofully Iprcad abroad. 
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This had indeed arifen to an unparalleled height, un- 
expected etren by the feditious themfelves. This ap- 
peared in a remarkable manner by the reception given 
to the infamous letters on the confutation of the Prufli- 
an States. 

The general opinion was, that Mirabeau was the au- 
thor of the letters themfelves, and it was perfeftly un- 
derftood by every perfon, that the tranflation into French 
was a joint contrivance of Mirabeau and Nicholai. I 
was allured of this by the Britilh Minifter at that Court. 
There are fome blunders in refpecl of names, which an 
inhabitant of the country could hardly be guilty of, but 
are very confident with the felf-conceit and precipitan- 
cy of this Frenchman. — -There arc feveral inltances of 
the fame kind in two pieces, which are known for cer- 
tain to be his, viz. the Chronique fcandaleufe and the 
Hijloire fecrtttr de la Ceur at Berlin. Thefe letters 
were in every hand, and were mentioned in every con- 
verfation, even in the Pruflian dominions — and in other 
places of the Empire they were quoted, and praifed, and 
commented on, although fome of their contents were 
nothing Ihort of rebellion. 

Mirabeau had a large portion of that felf-conceit 
which diftinguifhes his countrymen. He thought him- 
felf qualified not only for any high office in adminiftra- 
tion, but even for managing the whole affairs of the new 
King. He therefore endeavoured to obain fome poll 
of honor. But he was difappointed, and, in revenge, 
did every thing in his power to make thofe in adminif- 
tration the objects of public ridicule and-reproach. His 
licentious and profligate manners were fuch as excluded 
him from the fociety of the people of the ftrft claffes, 
whom it behoved to pay fome attention to pcrfonal dig- 
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nity. His opinions were in the higheft degree- corrupt- 
ed, and he openly profefled Atheifm. This made him 
peculiarly obnoxious to the King, who was determined 
to corre& the difturbances and difquiets which had ari- 
fen in the Pruflian Hates from the indifference of his 
predeceffor in thefe matters. Mirabeau therefore at- 
tached himfelf to a junto of writers and fcribblers, who 
had united in order to difieminate licentious principles, 
both in refpe£l of religion and of government. His wit 
and fancy were great, and he had not perhaps his equal 
for eloquent and biting fatire. He was therefore caref- 
fed by thefe writers as a mod valuable acquifition to 
their Society. He took all this deference as his juft 
due ; and was fo confident in his powers, and fo foolifh 
as to advife, and even to admonifh, the King. Highly 
obnoxious by fuch conduct, he was excluded from any 
chance of preferment, and was exceedingly out of hu- 
mour. In this ftate of mind he was in a fit frame for 
Illumination. Spartacus had been eyeing him for fome 
time, and at laft communicated this honor to him through 
the intermedium of Mauvillon, another Frenchman, 
Lieutenant-Colonel in the fervice of the Duke of Brunf- 
wick. This perfon had been moft active during tire 
formal exiftence of the Order, and had - contributed 
much to its reception in the Proteftant dates — he re- 
mained long concealed. Indeed his Illumination was 
not known till the invafion of Holland by the French 
rebels. Mauvillon then ftcpped forth, avowed his 
principles, and recommended the example of the French 
to the Germans. This encouragement brought even 
Philo again on the ftage, notwithftanding his refentment 
againft Spartacus, and his folemn declaration of having 
■ abjured ail fucb focieties— -Thefe, and a thoufand fuch 
Jafits, (how that the feeds of licentious Cofmo-politifm 
bad taken deep root, and that cutting down the crop 
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had by no means deftroyed the baneful plant — But (his 
is pot all — a new method of cultivation had been. ini- 
vented, and immediately adopted, and it was now grow- 
ing ever all Europe in another form. » 

I have already taken notice of the general perverfioq 
of the mind which co-operated with the fchifms of Fret 
JVlafonry in procuring a liftening ear to Spartacus and 
hi$ affociafes. It will not be doubted but that the ma- 
chinations of the Illuminati encreafed this, even among 
(hole who did notenter into the Order. It was ealier 
|o diminilh the refpect for civil eftablifhments in Ger- 
many than in almoft any other country. .The frivolity 
of the ranks and court offices in the different confede- 
rated petty Hates, made it impoffible to combine dig- 
nity with thp habits of a fcanty income.-— It was ftill ea- 
lier to expofe to ridicule and reproach thofe numberleb 
abufes which the folly and the vices of men had intro- 
duced into religion. The influence on the public mind 
which naturally attaches to the venerable office of a 
moral inftruftor, was prodigioufiy dirainiffied by the 
continual difputes of tbe Catholics and Proteftants, 
which were carried on with great heat in every little 
principality. The freedom of enquiry, which was fup- 
.ported by the ftate in P retell ant Germany, was terribly 
abufed (for what will tbe folly of man not abufe) and 
.degenerated into a wanton licentioufoefs of thought, and 
a rage for fpecula.tion and fcepticifm on every fubjefl 
whatever. The ftruggle, which was originally between 
the .Catholics and the Proteftants, had changed, during 
the gradual progrefs of luxury and immorality, into a 
conte ft between reafdn and fupetftition. And in this 
conteft the denomination of fuperftition had been. gra- 
dually extended to every dotlrine which profefied. to be 
-of divine revelation, and reafon was declared to be, for 
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Certain, the only way in which the Deity can inform the 
human mind. 

Some refpe&able Catholics had publifhed works fil- 
led with liberal fentiments. Thefe were reprefented as 
villanous machinations to inveigle Proteftants. On the 
other hand, fome Proteftant divines had propofed to 
imitate this liberality by making conceffions which might 
enable a good Catholic to live more at eafe among the 
Proteftants, and might even accelerate an union of faiths. 
This was hooted beyond meafure, as Jefuitical, and 
big with danger. While the fceptical junto, headed by 
the editors of the Deutfche Bibliothek and the Berlin 
Monatfchrijt , were recommending every performance 
that was hoftile to the eftablifhed faith of the country, 
Leuchtfenring was equally bufy, finding Jefuits in eve- 
ry corner, and went about with all the inquietude of a 
madman, picking up anecdotes. Zimmerman, the re- 
fpe&able phyfician of Frederick King of Pruflia, gives a 
diverting account of a vifit which he had by Leuchtfen- 
ring at Hanover, all trembling with fears of Jefuits, and. 
wifhing to perfuade him that his life was in danger front 
them. Nicholai was now on the hunt, and during this 
crufade Philo laid hands on him, being introduced to 
his acquaintance by Leuchtfenring, who was, by this 
time, cured of his zeal for Protellantifm, and had be- 
come a difciplc of Uluminatifm. Philo had gained his 
good opinion by the violent attack which he had pub- 
lifhed on the Jefuits and Rofycrucians by the’orders of 
Spartacus. — He had not far to go in gaining over Ni- 
cholai, who was at this time making a tour through the 
Lodges. The fparks of Illumination which he perceiv- 
ed in many of them pleafed him exceedingly, and he ve- 
ry cheerfully received the precious fecret from Philo. 

-- D d 
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This acquifition to the Order was made in January 
1782. Spartacus was delighted with if, confidcred Ni- 
cholai as a mod excellent champion, and gave him the 
name of Lucian y the great fcoffer at all religion, as apt- 
ly exprefiing his character. 

» 

Nicholai, on his return to Berlin, publilhcd many vo- 
lumes of his difeoveries. One would imagine that not 
a Jefuit had efcaped him. He mentions many ftrange 
fchifmatics, both in religion and in Mafonry — but he 
never once mentions an Jlluminatus . — When they Were 
firft checked, and before the difeovery of the fecret cor- 
refpondence, he defended them, and ftrongty reprobated 
the proceedings of the Elector of Bavaria, calling it vile 
perfecution — Nay, after the difeovery of the letters 
found m Zwack’s houfe, he perfifted in his defence, 
•vindicated the pofleffion of the abominable receipts, and 
highly extolled the chara&er of Weifhaupt. — But when 
the difeovery of papers in the houfe of Batz informed 
the public-that he himfclf had long been an Illuminalus, 
he was fadly put to it to reconcile his defence with any 
petentions to religion.* — Weifhaupt faved him from dif- 
grace, as he thought, by his publication of the fyftem of 
Illuminatifm — Nicholai then boldly faid that he knew ho 
more of the Order than was contained in that book, that 
is, only the two firft degrees. 

* He impudently pretended that the papers containing the fyf* 
tern and do&rines of Illuminati fm, came to him at Berlin, from 
an unknown hand. But no one believed him— it was Inconfiftent 
With what is faid of him in the fecret correfpondence. He had 
faid the fame thing concerning the French tranflation of the Letters 
on the Conftitution of the Pruflian States. Fifty copies were 
found in his ware-houfe. He faid that they had been fent from 
Strafburg, and that he had never fold one of them. — Suppcmng 
Loth thefe aflertions to be true, it appears that Nicholai was conii- 
dereJ as a very proper h.'.nd fer difperlirg fuch pi ifon. 
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But before this, Nicholai had made to himfelf a moll 
Formidable enemy. The hidory of this coated is curi- 
ous in itfelf, and gives us a very indruQivc pitlure of 
the machinations of that conjurationd.es philofophes, or 
gang of fcribblers who were leagued againft the peace of 
the world. The reader will therefore find it to our pur- 
pofe. On the authority of a lady in Courland, a Count- 
els von der Recke, Nicholai had accufed Dr. Stark of 
Darmdadt (who made fuch a figure in Free Mafonry) 
of Jefuitifm, and of having even fubmitted to the tonfure. 
Stark was a mod relllefs fpirit — had gone through every 
myltery in Germany, lTluminatifm excepted, and had 
ferreted out many of Nicholai’s hidden tranfaftions. He 
was alfo an unwearied book-maker, and dealt out thefe 
difcoveries by degrees, keeping the eye of the public 
continually upon Nicholai. He had fufpefled his Illu- 
mination for fome time pad, and when the l'ecret 
came out, by Spartacus’s letter, where he boalts of his 
acquifition, calling Nicholai a mod fturdy combatant, 
and faying that he wa s contentijfimus. Stark left no done 
unturned, till he difeovered that Nicholai had been ini- 
tiated in all the horrid and mod profligate myderics of 
Illuminatifm, and that Spartacus had at the very fird 
entruded him with his mod darling iecrets, and advifbd 
with him on many occafions.* 

* Of tills we "have complete proof in the private correspondence. 
Philo, fpeakijig in one of his letters of the gradual change which 
^vrs to be produced in the minds of their pupils from Christianity 
to Deifm, fays* “ Nicholai informs me, that even the pious Zolli- 
Icofer has now been convinced that it would be proper to fet up a 
deiftical church in Berlin.” It is in vain that Nicholai lays that 
his knowledge of the Order was only of what Wciihaupt h id pub- 
liflied ; for Philo fays that that corrected fyfteni had n^t been in- 
troduced into it when he quitted it in 17^4. But Nicholai jJcferves 
no credit — he is one of die mod: fcandahms examples of the opera- 
tion of die principles of Wciihaupt. lie procured adiiiiHion into 
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This complete blafting of his moral chara&er could 
not be patiently borne, and Nicholai was in his turn the 
bitter enemy of Stark, and, in the paroxyfms of his an- 
ger, publilhed every idle tale, although he was often 
obliged to contradict them in the next Review. In the 
courfe of this attack and defence. Dr. Stark difcovered 
the revival of the Illuminati, or at leaft a fociety which 
carried on the fame great work in a fomewhat different 
way. 

Dr. Stark had written a defence againfl: one of Nicho- 
lai’s accufations, and wifhed to have it printed at Leip- 
zig. He therefore fent the manufcript to a friend, who 
refided there. This friend immediately propofed it to 
a moll improper perfon, Mr. Pott, who had written an 
anonymous commentary on the King of Pruflia’s edi& 
for the uniformity of religious worfhip in his dominions. 
This is one of the molt fhamelefs attacks on the efta- 
blilhed faith of the nation, and the authority and conduct 
of the Prince, that can be imagined. Stark's friend was 
ignorant of this, and fpoke to Pott, as the partner of the 
great publifher Walther. They, without hefitation, un- 
dertook the publilhing ; but when fix weeks had palled 

the Lodges of Free Mafons and Rofycrucians, merely to aft th# 
difhonorable part of a fpy, and he betrayed their ferrets as far as 
he could. In the appendix to the 7th volume of his journey, he 
declaims againfl the Templar Mafons, Rofycrucians, and Jefuits, 
for their blind fubmiflion to unknown fuperiors, ‘Jheir fupcrfti- 
tions, their prieithoods, and their bafe principles — and yet had 
been five years in a fociety' in which all thefc wore carried to the 
grcatefl height. He remains true to the Illuminati alone, becaufc 
they had the fame objeft in view with himfclf and his aiheiilical a f- 
fociatcs. His defence of Proteflantuin is all a cheat ; and perhaps 
he may be confidercd as an enemy equally formidable with Weif- 
liaupt himfclf. This is the rcafon why he occupies fo many of 
thefe pages. 
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r ovcr, Stark’s friend found that it was not begun. Some 
exceptionable paffages, which treated with difrepeX 
the religion of Reafon, were given as the caufe of delay; 
and he was told that the author had been written to about 
them, but had hot yet returned ananfwer. . This was af- 
terwards found to be falfe. Then a palfage in the pre- 
face was objected to, as treating roughly a lady in Cour- 
land, which Walther could not print, becaufe he had 
connexions with that court. The author muft be en- 
treated to change his exprelfions. After another delay, 
paper was wanting. The MS. was withdrawn. Wal- 
ther now faid that he would print it immediately, and 
again got it into his hands, promifing to fend the fheets 
as they came from the prefs. Thefe not appearing for 
a long time, the agent made enquiry, and found that it 
was fent to Michaelis at Halle, to be printed there. The 
agent immediately went thither, and found that it was 
printing with great alterations, another title, and a guide 
or key, in which the work was perverted and turned into 
ridicule by a Dr. Bahrdt, w’ho refided in that neighbour- 
hood. An abtion of recovery and damages was imme- 
diately commenced at Leipzig, and after much conteft, 
an interdiX was put on Michael is’s edition, and a proper 
edition was ordered immediately from Walther, with fe- 
curity that it fliould appear before Bahrdt's key. Yet 
when it w’as produced at the next lair, the bookfellers 
had been already fupplied with the fpurious edition; and 
as this w r as accompanied by the key, it was much more 
feleablc-ware, and completely Noplanted the other. *• 

' This is furely a ftrong inflance of the machinations by 
which the Illuminati have attempted to dellroy the Li- 
berty of the Prefs, and the power they have to difeou- 
rage or fupprefs any thing that is not agreeable to the 
talle of the literal y junto. It was in the courfe of this 
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rranfa£lion that Dr. Stark’s agent found people talking 
iii the coffee -houfes of Leipzig and Halle of the advan- 
tages of public libraries, and of libraries by fubferip- 
tion, in every town, where perfons could, at a fmall 
expence, fee what was palling in the learned world. As 
he could not but acquiefce in thefe points, they who 
held this language began to talk of a general AfTocia- 
tion, which fhould afct in concert over all Germany, 
and make a full communication of its numerous literary 
produ&ions, by forming focieties for reading and in- 
itrudion, which fhould be regularly fupplied with eve- 
ry publication. Flying fheets and pamphlets were af- 
terwards put into his hands, Hating the great ufe of fuch 
an Affociation, and the efftd which it would fpeedily 
produce by enlightening the nation. By and by he 
learned that fuch an Affociation did really exift, and that 
it was called the German union, for rooting out 
Superstition and Prejudices, and advanc- 
ing true Christianity. On enquiry, however, 
he found that this was to, be a Secret Society, becaufe 
it had to combat prejudices which were fupported by 
the great of this world, and becaufe its aim was to pro- 
mote that general information which priefts and defpots 
dreaded above all things. This Affociation was acceffi- 
ble only through the reading focieties, and oaths of fe- 
crecy and fidelity were required. In Ihort, it appeared 
to be the old fong of the Illuminati. 

This difeovery was Immediately announced to the 
public, in an anonymous publication in defence of Dr. 
Stark. It is fuppofed to be his own performance. It 
difclofes a feene of complicated villany and folly, in 
which the Lady in Courland makes a very ftrangc fi- 
gure. She appears to be a wild fanatic, deeply engag- 
edin magic and ghoft-raifing, and leagued with Nitho- 
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hi, Gedicke, and Biefter, againft Dr. Stark. lie is 
very completely cleared of the facts alledged againft 
him ; and his three male opponents appear void of all 
principle and enemies of all religion. Stark however 
would, in Britain, be a very fmgular character, confi- 
dered as a clergyman. The frivolous fecrets of Mafon- 
ry have either cngrofled his whole mind, or he has la- 
boured in them as a lucrative trade, by which he took 
advantage of the folly of others. The conteft between 
Stark and the Triumvirate at Berlin engaged the public 
attention much more than we (hould imagine that a 
thing of fo private a nature would do. But the charac- 
ters were very notorious ; and it turned the attention of 
the public to thofe clandeftine attacks which were made 
in every quarter on the civil and religious eftabliflnnents. 
It was obvious to every pcrfon, that thefe reading foci- 
eties had all on a fudden become very numerous ; and 
the characters of thofe who patronifed them only increas- 
ed the fufpicions which were now raifed. 

The firft work that fpcaks exprefdy of the German 
Union, is a very fenfible performance “ On the Right 
of Princes to direct the Religion of their fibjells." The 
next is a curious work, a fort of narrative Dialogue on 
the Characters of Nicholai, Gedicke , and Biejler. It is 
chiefly occupied with the contell with Dr. Stark, but in 
the 5th part, it treats particularly of the German Union. 

About the fame time appeared fome farther account, 
in a book called Archives of Fanaticifm and Ilhimina- 
tifm. But all thefe accounts are very flight and unfatis- 
fafctory. The fulleft account is to be had in a work 
publiihed at Leipzig by Gofchen the bookfeller. It is 
entitled “ More Notes than Text , or the German Union 
of XXII } a new Secret Sod'.!)' for the Good of Mankind 
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Leipzig, 1789. The publifher fays, that it was lent 
him by an unknown hand, and that he publiOied it with 
all fpecd, on account of the many mifchiefs which this 
Society (of which he had before heard feveral reports) 
■might do to the world, and to the trade, if allowed to 
•go on working in fecret. From this work, therefore^ 
•we may form a notion of this redoubtable Society, and 
judge how far it is practicable to prevent fuch fecret mat* 
chinations againlt the peace and happinefs of mankind. 

There is another work, <c Further Information con- 
cerning the German Union (Nahere Beleuchtung der 
Deutfche Union) alfo flowing how,for a moderate prices 
one may become a Scotch Free Mafon.” Frankfort uni 
Leipzig , 1789. The author fays that he had all the pa- 
pers in his hands ; whereas the author of More Notes 
than Text acknowledges the want of fome. But very 
little additional light is thrown on the fubjeft by this 
work, and the -firfl is flill the moft inftruftive, and will 
chiefly be followed in the account which is now to be 
laid before the reader. 

The book More Notes than Text contains plans and 
letters, which the Twenty-two United Brethren' have al- 
lowed to be given out, and of which the gTeatefl part 
were printed, but were entrufted only to aifured meni- 
•bers. 

No. I. is the firfl plan, printed on a Angle quarto 
page, and is addrefled, To all the Friends of Reafon, of 
. Truth, and of Virtue. It is pretty well written, and 
ftates among other things, that “ becaufe a great num- 
ber of perfons are labouring, with united effort, to 
bring Reafon under the yoke, and to prevent all inftruc- 
tion, it is therefore necelfary that there be a combination 


Digitized by 


Google — 


A 



THE GERMAN UNION. 


C25 


which fhall work in oppofition to them, fo that man- 
kind may not link anew into- irrecoverable barbarifra, 
when Reafon and Virtue (hall have been completely fub- 
dued, overpowered by the reftraints which are put on 

our opinions.” “ For this noble purpofe a company 

of twenty-two perfons, public inftru&ors, and men- in 
private Rations, have united themfelves, according to a 
plan which they have had under conlideration for more 
than a year and a half, and which, in their opinion, con- 
tains a method that is fair, and irrefiftable by any human 
power, for promoting the enlightening and forming of 
mankind, and that will gradually remove all the obfta- 
cles which fuperftition fupported by force has hitherto 
^Hit in the way.” 

This addrefs is intended for an enlifting advertifement, 
and, after a few infignificant remarks on the AiTociation, 
a rix-dahler is required along with the fubfcription of ac- 
quiefcence in the plan, as a compenfation for the expen- 
ces attending this mode of intimation and confent. 

Whoever pays the rix-dahler, and dec fares his wifh to 
join the AiTociation, receives in a few days No. II’. 
which is a form of the Oath of fecrecy, alfo printed 00 
a fmgle 4to page. Having fubfcribed this, and given a 
full delignation of himfelf, he returns it agreeably to a 
certain addrefs ; and foon after, he gets No. III. prints 
ed on a 4 to Iheet. This number contains what is called 
the Second Plan, to which all the fubfequent plans and 
circular letters refer. A copy therefore of this will give 
us a pretty full and juft notion of the Order, and its 
mode of operation. It is entitled, 
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, The Plan of the Tzucnty-Tzue, 

And begins with this declaration. “ We have united, 
in order to accomplilh the aim of the exalted Founder 
of Chriftianity, viz. the enlightening of mankind, and the 
dethronement of fuperdition and fanaticifm, by means 
of a fecret fraternization of all' who love the work of 
God. 


“ Our firft exertion, which has already been very ex- 
tenfive, confilts in this, that, by means of confidential 
perfons, we allow ourfelves to be announced every where 
as a Society united for the above-mentioned purpofe 
and we invite and admit into brotherhood with ourfelves 
every perfon who has a fenfe of the importance of Uiis 
matter, and willies to apply to us and fee our plans. , 

u We labour firft of all to draw into our Affociation 
all good and learned writers. This we imagine will be 
the eafier obtained, as they mull derive an evident ad- 
vantage from it. Next to fuch men, we feek to gain the 
mailers and fecretaries of the Poll-offices, in order to fa- 
cilitate our correfpondence. 

“ Befides thefe, we receive perfons of every condition 
and ftation, excepting princes and their minifters. . Their 
favorites, however, may be admitted, and may be ufeful 
by their influence in behalf of Truth and Virtue. 

~ «« When any perfon writes to us, we fend him an oath, 
by which he mull abjure all treachery or difeovery of 
the Aflociation, till circumftances lhall make it proper 
for us to come forward and fliow oui Iclves to the world. 
When he fubferibes the oath, he receives the plan, and 
if he finds this to be what fatisfies his mind as a thing 
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good arid honorable, he becomes our friend only in fo 
far as he endeavours to gain over his friends and ac- 
quaintances. Thus we learn who are really our zealous 
friends, and our numbers increafe in a double propor- 
tion. 

“ This procedure is to continue till Providence {hall 
fo far blefs our endeavours, that we acquire an aftive 
Brother and coadjutor in every place of note, where there 
is any literary profeffion ; and for this purpofe we have 
4 fecretary and proper office in the centre of the Alfoci- 
ation, where every thing is expedited, and all reports re- 
ceived. When this happy epoch arrives, we begin our 
fecond operation,” That is to fay, 

• « We intimate to all the Brotherhood in every quar- 
ter, on a certain day, that the German Union has 
now acquired a conjijlence , and we now divide the fratcr- 
nifed part of the nation into ten or twelve Provinces or 
Diocefes, each direfted by its Diocefan at his office ; 
and -thefe are fo arranged in due fubordination, that all 
bufinefs comes into the Union -house as into the cen- 
tre of the whole. 

• w Agreeably to this manner of proceeding there are 
two dalles of the Brotherhood, the Ordinary, and the 
Managing Brethren. The latter alone know the aim of 
the Alfociation, and all the means for attaining it ; and 
they alone conftitute the Un ion, the name, and the 
connexion of which is not intended to be at all confpi- 
cuous in the world. 

“ To this end the bufinefs takes a new external form. 
The Brethreh, to wit, Ipeak not of the Union in the pla- 
ces where they relidc, nor of a Society, nor of enlighten- 
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ing the people ; but they aflemble, and aft together in 
every quarter, merely as a Literary Society, bring 
into it all the lovers of reading and of ufeful knowledge; 
and fuch in faft are the Ordinary Brethren , who only 
know that an AfTociation exifts in their place of refi- 
dence, for the encouragement of literary men, but by no 
means that it has any conneftion with any other iimilar 
Society, and that they all conftitute one whole. But 
thefe Societies will naturally point out to the intelligent 
Brethren fuch perfons as are proper to be felefted for 
carrying forward the great work. For perfons of a fe- 
rious turn of mind are not mere loungers in fuch com- 
pany, but fhow in their converfation the intereft they 
take in real i'nftruftion. And the call of their reading, 
which muft not be checked in the beginning in the fmall- 
eft degree, although it may be gradually direfted to pro- 
per fubjefts of information, will point out in the mod 
unequivocal manner their peculiar ways of thinking on 
the important fubjefts connefted with our great objeft. 
Here, therefore, the aftive Brethren will obferve in fe- 
cret, and will feleft thofe whom they think valuable ac- 
quifitions to the facred Union. They will invite fuch 
perfons to unite with themfclves in their endeavours to 
enlighten the reft of mankind, by calling their attention 
to profitable fubjefts of reading, and to proper books. 
Reading Societies, therefore, are to be formed in every 
quarter, and to be furnifhed with proper books. In this 
provifion attention mull be paid to‘ two things. The 
talle of the public muft be complied with, that the Soci- 
ety may have any elfeft at all in bringing men together 
who are born for fomewhat more than juft to look about 
them. But the general tafte may, and muft alfo be care- 
fully and (kilfuliy direfted to fubjeQs that will enlarge 
the comprehenlion, will fortify the heart, and, by habitu- 
ating the mind to novelty, and to fuccolsful difeovery, 
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both in phyfics and in morals, will hinder the timid from 
being Rartled at dotirines and maxims which are lingu- 
lar, or perhaps oppolite to thofe which are current in or- 
dinary focicty. Commonly a man fpeaks as if he thought 
he was uttering his own lent intents, while he is only echo- 
ing the general found. Our minds are dreffcd.in a pre- 
vailing fafhion as much as our bodies, and with Ruff as 
little congenial to fentiment, as a piece of woollen cloth 
is to the human (kin. So carelels and indolent are men, 
even in what they call ferious converfation. Till rctlcc* 
lion becomes a habit, what is really a thought Rartles, 
however fimple, and, if really uncommon, itaftonifhes 
and confounds. Nothing, therefore, can fo powerfu i! y 
tend to the improvement of the human character, as well 
managed Reading Societies. 

. 44 When thefe have been eflablifhed in different pla- 
ces, we muR endeavour to accomplifh the following in- 
termediate plans : i. To introduce a general literary 
Gazette or Review, \frhich, by uniting all the learned 
Brethren, and combining with judgment and add refs all 
their talents, and Readily proceeding according to a 
di!lin£land precife plan, may in time fupplant every 
other Gazette, a thing which its intrinfic merit and com- 
prehentive plan will eahly accomplifh. 2. To fried a 
fecretary for our Society, who fhall have it in charge to 
commillion the books which they (hall fried in iMnfor- 
mity to the great aim of the Affociation, and who fhall 
undertake to commillion all other books for the curious 
in his neighbourhood. If there be a bookfcller in the 
place, who can be gained over and fworn into the So-* 
ciety, it will be proper to choofe him for this office, 
fincc, as will he made more plain afterwards, the trade 
will gradually come into the plan, and fall into the hands 
of the Union. 
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“ And now, every .eye can perceive the progreffivd 
moral influence which the Union will acquire on the na- 
tion. Let us only conceive what fuperftition will lofe* 
and what inftruction muftgain by this; when, t. In eve- 
ry Reading Society the books are fele&ed by our Frater- 
nity. 2. When we have confidential perfons in every 
quarter, who will make it their ferious concern to fpread 
fuch performances as promote the enlightening of man- 
kind, and to introduce them even into every cottage. 
3. When we have the loud voice of the public on our 
fide, and fincc we are able, either to fcout into the Ihade 
all the fanatical writings which appear in the reviews that 
are commonly read, or to warn the public againfl them; 
and, on the other hand, to bring into notice and recom- 
mend thofe performances alone which give light to the 
human mind. 4. W'hen we by degrees bring the whole 
trade of bookfclling into our hands (as the good writers 
will bring all their performances into the market through 
our means) we fhall bring it about, that at laft the wri- 
ters who labour in the caufe of fuperftition and reftraint, 
will have neither a publifher nor readers. 5. When, 
laftly, by the fpreading of our Fraternity, all good 
hearts and fenfible men will adhere to us, and by our 
means will be put in a condition that enables them to 
work in filcnce upon all courts, families, and indivi. 
duals in every quarter, and acquire an influence in the 
appointment of court-officers, ftewards, fecretarips, pa- 
rifh-priefts, public teachers, and private tutors. 

“ Remark, That we fhall fpeedily get the trade into 
our hands (which was formerly the aim of the aflbeia- 
tion called the Gdchrtcnbuchhandlung ) is conceivable 
by this, that every writer who unites with us immedi- 
ately acquires a triple number of readers, and finds 
friends in every place who promote the fale of his per- 
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formance ; fo that his gain is increafed manifold, and 
confequently all will quit the bookfellers, and accede to 
us by degrees. Had the above-named ailociation been 
conftruded in this manner, it would, long ere now, 
have been the ouly fliop in Germany.” 

The book called Fuller Information , Sec. gives a more 
particular account of the advantages held forth to the li- 
terary manufacturers of Germany by this Union for God's 
work. The clafs of literary Brothers, or writers by 
trade, was divided into 1 Mefopolitcs> Aldermen , Men, 
and Cadets. 

■ The Mesopolites, or Metropolitans, aretobeat- 
tached to the archive -office, and to be taken care of in 
the Union-Houfe, when in (traits through age or mis- 
fortune. They will be occupied in the department of 
the fciences or arts, which this AlTbciation profefles 
principally to cheriffi. They are alfo Brethren of the 
third degree of Scotch Free Mafonry, a qualification t(> 
be explained afterwards. The Union-Houfe is a build- 
ing which the oltenfible Founder of the Union profelfcd 

to have acquired, or fpeedily to acquire at , 

through the favor and protection of a German Prince, 
who is not named. 

Aldermen are perfons who hold public offices, and 
are engaged to exercifc their genius and talents in the 
fciences. Thefe alfo are Brothers of the third rank of 
Scotch Free Mafonry, and out of their number are the 
Diocclhns and the Directors of the Reading Societies 
fcieQed. 

The members who are defigned limply Men, are 
Brothers of the lecond rank of Mafonry, and have alft* 
a definite fcientific occupation alligncd them. 
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The Cadets are writers who have not yet merited 
any particular honors, but have exhibited fufficient dif- 
pofitior.s and talents for different kinds of literary roa- 
nufafture. 

Every member is bound to bring the produQions of 
his genius to market through the Union. An Alderman 
receives for an original work 80 per cent, of the returns, 
and 70 for a tranflation. The member of the next clafs 
receives 60, and the Cadet 50. As .to the expence of 
printing, the Alderman pays nothing, even though the 
•work fhould lie on hand unfold ; but the Man and the 
Cadet muff pay one half. Three months after publica- 
tion at the fairs an account is brought in, and after this* 
yearly, when and in what manner the author fliall defire. 

In every diocefe will be eflablifhedat leaft one Read* 
ing Society, of which near 800 are propofed. To each 
<of thefe will a copy of an Alderman's work be lent. The 
fame favor will be fliown to a diflcrtation by a Man , or 
by a Cadet , provided that the manufeript is documented 
by an Alderman, or formally approved by him upon 
ferious perufal. This imprimatur , which muff be con- 
fidercd as a powerful recommendation of the work,' is 
to be publilhed in the General Review or Gazette. This 
is to be a vehicle of political as well as of literary news; 
and it is hoped that, by its intrinfic worth, and the re- 
commendation of the members, it will foon fupplant all 
others. (With refpefl to affairs of the Union, -a fort of 
Cypher was to be employed in it. Each Diocefan was 
there defigned by a letter, of a fize that marked his rank, 
and each member by a number. It was to appear week- 
ly, at the very fmall price of five-and -twenty fhillings.} 
— But let us return to the plan. - 
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: When every thing has been eftablifhed in the manner 
fet forth above, the Union will aflume the following re- 
publican form (the reader always recollefting that this is 
not to appear to the world, and to be known only to 
the managing Brethren.) 

Here, however, there is a great blank. The above- 
named {ketch of this Conftitution did not come to the 
hands of the perfon who fumifhed the bookfeller with 
the reft of the information. But we have other docu- 
ments which give fufficient information for our purpofe. 
In the mean time, let us juft take the papers as they 
Hand. 

No. IV. Contains a lift of the German Union, which 
the fender received in manufcript. Here we find many 
names which we fhould not have expe&ed, and mifs 
many that were much more likely to have been partner* 
in this patriotic fcheme. There are * feveral hundred 
hames, but very few defignations ; fo that it is difficult 
to point out the individuals to the public. Some how- 
ever are defigned, and the writer obferves that names are 
found, which, when applied to fome individuals whom 
he knows, accord furprifingly with the anecdotes that 
are to be feen in the private correfpondence of the Illu- 
minati, and in the romance called Materials for the Hif- 
tory of Socratifm (Illuminatifm.*) It is but a difagree- 

* This, by the by, is a very curious and entertaining work, and. 
had the whole affair been better known in this country, would have 
been a much better antidote again!! the baneful effects of that AS 
fociation than any thing that I can give to the public, being writ- 
ten with much acutenefs and knowledge of the human mind, and 
agreeably dtverfified with anecdote and- ironical exhibition of the af- 
ftffed wifdom and philanthropy of the lnucviflt Founder and his co* 
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able remark, that the lift of the Union contains- -the 
names of many public teachers, both from the pulpit, 
and from the academic chair in all its degrees and 
among thefe are feveral whofe cyphers ftiow that they 
tave been active hands. Some of thefe have in their 
writings given evident proofs of their mifconception of 
the Ample .truths, whether dogmatical or hiftorical, of 
revealed religion, or of their inclination to twill and ma- 
Bufa&ure them fo as to chime in with the religion and 
morality of the Sages of France. But it is more diftref- 
fing to meet with unequivocal names of fome who pro- 
ofs in their writings to conlider thefe fubjefls as an hq- 
neft man Ihould conlider them, that is, according to the 
plain and common fenfe of the words ; whereas we have 
dexnonftrative proofs that the German Union had the 
diametrically oppofite purpofe in view. The only fe- 
male in the lift is the Grafin von der Rede , the lady 
who gave Dr. Stark of Darmftadt fo much trouble about 
his Tonjure. This Lady* as we have already leen, 
could not occupy herfelf with the frivolities of drefs, 
flirtation, or domeftic cares. “ Femina fronte paiet , vir 
peSore.V She was not plealed however at finding her 
name in fuch a Plebein lift, and gave oath, along with 
iBiefter at the centre, that Ihe was not of the Affociation. 
I fee that the public was not fatisfied with this denial. 
The Lady has publilhed fome more fcandal againft 
Stark fince that time, and takes no notice of it ; and 
there have appeared many accounts of very ferious lite. 
tary connexions between thefe two perfons and the man 
who was afterwards difcoveied to be the chief agent of 
the Union. 

adjutors. If the prefent imperfect and defultory account fhall be 
found to interell the public, I doubt not but that a tranflation of 
this novel, and fome other fanciful performances . . on the fubjeffr 
will be read with entertainment and profit. 
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* No. V. is an important document. It is & letter ad- 
dreffed to the fwom members of the Union, reminding 
the beloved fellow-workers that “ the bygone manage- 
ment of the bufmefs has been expenfive, and that the 
XXII. do not mean to make any particular charge for 
their own compenfation. But that it was necefTary that 
all and each of the members Ihould know precifefy the 
objeft of the Affociation, and the way which mature con- 
lideration had pointed out as the molt effe&ual method 
of attaining this objeft. Then, and not till then^ could 
the worthy members ad by one plan, and confequerttly 
with united force. To accompli lb this purpofe, one of 
their number had compofed a Treatife on InJlruBion , and 
the means of promoting it”* This work has been revi- 
sed by the whole number, and may be confidered as the 
refult of their deepeft refleftion. They fay, that it 
would be a fignal misfortune fhould this Affociation, this 
undertaking, fo important for thehappinefs of mankind, 
'be cramped in the very beginning of its brilliant pro- 
'gtefs. They therefore propofe to print this work, this 
Holy Scripture of their faith and practice, by fubfcrip- 
tiorf. (They here give a fhort accounr of the work!) 
' And they requeft the members to encourage the work 
by fubfcribing and by exerting more than their ufual ac- 
tivity in procuring fubfcriptioRS, and in recommending 
the performance in the newfpapers. Four perfonsare 
named as Diocefafts, who are to receive the- money, 
which they beg may be fpeedily advanced in order to 
pUrchafe paper, that the work may be ready, for the firft 
fair (Eafter 1788.) 1 

* ££.-&»■ Auffklarung ««</ dercn Bcforderungs-Mittel. Theory 
proper tranflation of this word would be, clearing up, or enlightening . 
JiylruHion feoms the fingle word that comes ncareit to the precife 
meaning of AuJJllarung, but is not fynonymous. • 
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No. VI. is a printed paper (as is No. V.) without 
date, farther recommending the E(Tay on Inftru&ion. 
No. VII. is in manufcript, ; without date. Itisaddref- 
fed to “ a worthy man,” intimating that the like are lent 
to others, to whom will alfo fpeedily be forwarded an 
improved plan, with a requeft to cancel or deftroy the for- 
mer contained in No. III. It is added, that the Union 
now contains, among many others, more than two hun- 
dred of the moil refpe£table perfons in Germany, of eve- 
ry rank and condition, and that in the courfe of the year 
(1788) a general lift will be fent, with a requeft that the 
receiver will point out fuch as he does not think worthy 
of perfeft confidence. It concludes with another re- 
commendation of the book on JnJlruBion , on the returns 
from which firft work of the German Union the fupport 
of the fecretary’s office is to depend. 

Accordingly No. VIII. contains this plan, but it is 
not entitled The Improved Plan. Such a denomination 
would have called in doubt the infallibility of the XXII. 
It is therefore called the Progrejfive (Vorlaufig) plan, a 
title which leaves room for every fubfequent change. It 
differs from the former only in fome unimportant cir- 
cumftances. Some expreffions, which had given offence 
orraifed fufpicions, are foftened or cancelled. Two 
copies of this, which we may call A and B, are given, 
differing alfo in fome circuraflances. 

“ The great aim of the German Union, is the good 
of mankind, which is to be attained only by means of 
mental Illumination (Auffklarung) and the dethroning 
of fanaticifm and moral defpotifm.” Neither paper has 
the expreffion which immediately followed in the former 
plan, “ that this had been the aim of the exalted Founder 
of Chriftianity.” The paper A refers, on die prefent fub- 
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jefly to a diflertation printed in 1787 without a name ? 
On the Freedom of the Prefs , and its Limitation. Thu 
is one of the moll licentious pieces that has been pub? 
lilhed on the fubjebt, not only enforcing the moll un- 
qualified liberty of publilhing every thing a man pleafes, 
but exemplifying it in the moll fcandalous manner ; li- 
belling characters of every fort, and perfons of every 
condition, and this frequently in the moll abufive lan- 
guage, and exprellions fo coarfe, as fliewed the author 
Jo be either habituated to the coarl'ett company, or de- 
termined to try boldly once for all, what the public eye 
can bear. The piece goes on : “ The Union confident 
it as a chief part of its fecret plan of operation, to include 
the trade of bookfelling iu their circle. By getting hold 
of this, they have it in their power to encreale the num- 
ber of writings which promote inftruclion, and to left'ea 
that of thofe which mar it, fince the authors of the lat- 
ter will by degrees lofe both their publilhers and their 
.readers. That the prefent bookfellers may do them no 
harm, they will by degrees draw in the greater part of 
them to unite with them.” — The literary newfpaper is 
here ftrotngly inGlted on, and, in addition to what was 
faid in the former plan, it is faid, “ that they will in- 
clude political news, as of mighty influence on the pub- 
lic mind, and as a fubjeft that merits the clofell atten- 
tion of the moral inllrutlor.” For what Illumination ts 
that mind fufceptible of, that is fo blinded by the preju- 
dice created and nurfed by the habits of civil fubordina- 
tion, that it worfhips llupidity or wickednefs under a 
coronet, and ncgletts talents and virtue under the bear- 
Ikin cap of the boor. We mud therefore reprefent po- 
litical tranfafclions, and public occurrences, not as they 
afic& that artificial and fantallical creature of imagina- 
tion that we lee every where around us, wheeled about 
ia a chariot, but as it affects a man, rational, active. 
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freeborn man. By thus Gripping the tranfaClion of alt 
foreign circumflances, we fee it as it affefts, or ought to 
affeCt ourfelves. Be affured that this new form of poli- 
tical intelligence will be highly intcrefting, and that the 
Gazette of the Union will foon fuperfede all others, and^ 
of itfelf, will defray all our neceffary expences.* ' 

' This js followed by Tome allufions to a fecret corre£ 
pondence that is quick, unfufceptible of all difcovery or 
treachery, and attended with no expence, by which the 
bufincfs of the fecret plan (different from either of thofe 
communicated to the fworn Brethren at large ) is carried 
on, and which puts the members in a condition to learrt 
every thing that goes on in the world, for or agairrft theii 
caufe, and alfo teaches them to know mankind, to gaih 
an influence over all, and enables them effectually to 
promote their belt fubjefts into all offices, See. and fi- 
nally, from which every member, whether ftatefroen, 
merchant, or writer, can draw his own advantages. Some 
paffages here and in another place, make me imagine 
that the Union hoped to get the command of the poft- 
offices, by having their Brethren in the direction. 

It is then faid, that ** it is fuppofed that the levy will 
be fufficiently numerous in the fpring of the enfuing year. 
When this takes place, a general fynod will be held, ih 
which the plan of fecret operations will be finally adjur- 
ed, and accommodated to local circumflances, fo as tb 
be digefted into a law that will need no farther alteration. 
A proper perfoh will fet off from this fynod, with full 
powers, to vifit every quarter where there are fworn 
Brethren, and he will there eftablifh a Lodge after the 
ancient fimple ritual, and will communicate verbally the 
plan of fecret operation , and certain inftruClions. Thefe 
Lodges will then eftablifh a managing fund or bo.t. 
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Each Lodge will alfo eftablifh a Reading Society, under 
the management of a bookfeller refiding in the place, or 
of fome perfon acquainted with the mechanical condutl 
of things of this nature. There mult alfo be a collector 
and agent ( Expediteur) fo that in a moment the Union 
'will have its offices or comptoirs in every quarter, through 
which it carries on the trade of bookfelling, and guide*. the 
ebb and flow of its correfpondence. And thus the whole 
machine will be fet in motion, and its activity is all di- 
rected from the centre.” . 

I remark, that here we have not that exclufion of 
Princes and rainifters that was in the former plan ; they 
are not even mentioned. The exclulion in exprefs 
terms could not but furprife people, and appear fome- 
what fufpicious. 

No. IX. is a printed circular letter to the fworn Bre- 
thren, and is fubfcribed “ by their truly aflbciatcd Bro- 
ther Barthels, Oberamtfman (firft bailiff) for the King of 
Pruflia, at Halle on the Saal.” 

In this letter the Brethern are informed that “ the 
XXII. were wont to meet fometimes at Halle, and 
fometimes at Berlin. But unavoidable circumftances 
oblige them not only to remain concealed for fome time, 
but even to give up their relation to the Union, and 
withdraw themfelves from any lhare in its proceedings. 
Thefe circumftances are but temporary, and will be 
completely explained in due time. They truft, howe- 
ver, that this neceflary ftep on their part will not abate 
the zeal and activity of men of noble minds, engaged ia 
.the caufe by the conviction of their own hearts. They 
have therefore communicated to their worthy Brother 
Barthsls all neceflary informations, and have unaoi- 
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inoufly conferred on him the direflioh of tbfc fecretaryk 
office, and have provided him with every document and 
mean of carrying on the correfpondence. He has de- 
voted hiinfelf to the honorable office, giving up all othet 
employments. They obfervfe that by this change in the 
manner of proceeding, the AfTociation is freed from ah 
©bje&ion made With juftice to all other fecrct focietie.** 
namely, that the members fubjeft themfelves to blind 
and unqualified fabmiffion to unknown fuperiors.”- — 
f 4 The Society is now in the hands of its own avowed 
members. Every thing will foon be arranged according 
to a conftitution purely republican ; a Diocefah will 
be chofen, and will direft in every province, ahd report 
to the centre every fecond month, and inftru&ions and 
other informations williflue.in like manner from thfc 
’centre. 

* “ If this plan ffiall be approved of by the Aflbciated, 
-H. Barthels will tranfmit to all the Diocefes general lifts 
of the UhtOn,and the Plan of Secret.Operation, 
the refult of deep meditation of the XXII. ahd admira- 
bly calculated for carrying on with irreliftible effeft thejr 
noble and patriotic plan. To ftop all cabal, and put an 
lend to all flander and fufpicion, H. Barthels thinks it 
proper that the Union (hall ftep forward, and declare jt- 
felf to the World, and opehly name feme of its moll ref- 
pettable members. The public mu ft however be in- 
formed- only with refpeft to the txterior of the Society, 
for which purpofe he had written a Iheet to be annexed 
•as an appendix to the work, On Instruction, de- 
claring that to be the work of the Society, and sr fuffici- 
tut indication of its tnoft honorable aim. He defires 
fuch members as choofe to Ihare the honor With him, tb 
-fend him their names and proper defignations, that they 
•may appear in that appendix. . Anoh laftlyj he rajuefts 
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tfietn to iriftruft him, andcn-operate with hint, accord- 
ing to the concerted rules of the Union, in promoting 
the caufe of God and the happinefs of mankind.” 

• - ' ‘ • • . J 

• The Appendix now alluded to makes No. X. of the 
.packet fent to the Bookfeller Gofchen of Leipzig, and 
is, dated December 1788. - It. is alfo found in the book 
On InJlruBion, &c. printed at Leipzig in 1789, by* 
Walther. Here* however, the Appendix is dated Ja* 
puary 1789. This edition agrees in the main with that 

, ja the book from which t have made fuch copious ex* 
ira&s, but differs in fome particulars that are not un* 
.worthy of remark. 

| In the packet it is written, “ The underfigned, a$ 
Member and Agent of the German Union, in order tQ 
re&ify feveral miftakes and injurious flanders arid accu- 
sations, thinks it neceffary that the public itfelf fhould 
-judge of their objeft and conduct.” — Towards theend 
it is faid r “ and all who have any doubts may apply tp 
thofe named below, and are invited to write to them,” 
No names however are fubjoined.—In the appendix. to 
the book it is only faid, “ the agent of the German U- 
nion, &c. and “ perfons who wilh to be better informed 
may write to the agent, under the addrefs, To the Ger- 
man Union — under cover to the Ihop of Walther, book- 
feller in Leipzig.”— Here too there are no names, and 
it does not appear that any perfon has chofen 10 come 
from behind the curtain.* 

* Walther is ah Eminent bookfeller, and carries on the bufinefs 
of publithing to a great extent,- both at Leipzig and other places. 
He was the pubHiher of the moft viral ant attacks on the King of 
PruiSa’s £did on Religion, and was- brought ipto much trouble 
about the Commentary by Pott which is mentioned above. H« 
alfo publHhes many of the iceptical and licentious writings which 
hare iw much difturbed the peace of Germany. ' ' ~ 
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These has already -been fo .much laid about KnliglU 
en jng, that the reader xnufb be almoft tired of it... He is 
allured in this performance that the: Illumination propof* 
ed by the Union is not that of the WolJenhvti.lt Frag- 
ments, nor that of H'or u s, nor that of Bahrdt. The 
Fragments and Horns are books which aim directly, and 
without any -concealment, to deftjoy the authority of 
our Scriptures,, either as hiftorical narrations or as reve- 
lations of the intentions of providence and of the future 
profpe&s of man. The Theological writings of • Bahrdt 
are grofs perverfions, both ofthe fenfe of the text, and 
of -the. moral inlfru&ions contained in it, and are pen- 
haps the moft exceptionable performances on the fobjeffc 
They are ftigmatifed as abfurd, and coarfe, and indecent, 
even by the. writers on the fame fide j yet the work re- 
commended fo often, as containing the elements of that 
Illumination which the world has to expeft from the 
Union, not only coincides in its general principles with 
thefe performances, but is almoft an abftraft of fome of 
them, . particularly of his Popular Religion , his Para- 
jphrafe on the Sermon on the Mount , and his Morality 
far Re Lie i on. We have alfo feen that the book on 
the- Liberty of the Prefs is quoted and recommended as 
&n elementary, book. Nay, both' the work on InftruQi'- 
on and that on the Liberty of the Prefs are now known 
to be Bahrdt’s. 

4 • ‘ ' 

1 fiiit thefe principles, exceptionable as- they may be, 
are probably not the worft of the inftitution. We fed 
■that the outjidc alone of the Union is to be foewn to die 
public. Barthels felicitates the public that there is no 
fubordinaiiom.and blind obedience to unknown fuperi- 
ors } yet, in the fame paragraph, he tells us that there 
Is a fecret plan of operations, that is known only to the 

Centre- and ‘the Confidential Brethren. The author, of 

• .. - . * - - • • • 1 . • * 
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flitter Information fays^that he Hap this plan, 'and would 
print it, were he not reftrained by a prom i/e:* - Hd 
gives us enough however to feow us that the higher myf- 
teries of. the Union- are precifely the fame with thofe of 
the Illuminati. - Chriftianity is exprefsly faidto* have 
been a Myftical Affociatioo, -audits founder the Grand 
Matter- of' a Lodge. The, Apoftles, - Peter, Janies^ 
John, and Andrew, were the Elect, and 'Brethren of 
the Third Degree,' and initiated into-all the myfteries; 
The remaining Apoftles were only of. the 'Second De-t 
gree ; and the Seventy .Two were of the F-irft Degree/ 
Into this degree ordinary Chriftians-may. be admitted, 
aid prepared for further-advancement. The great myf- 
tery. is, that was a. N a tos. a-list, and 

taught the doft/ine ©f a Supreme Mind the SpeBator,' 
hut not the Governor -of the Worid; pretty- neariy >in the 
fcnfe of the Stoics. The: Initiated Brethren, were to hd 
inftruBed by reading proper books. Thofq particularly 
recommended are Bafedow's Practical Knowledge , Eber- 
hard's Apology for Bocrotes? ’ Bdhrdt's Apology for Red- 
Jon , Stimbardt’s • Syfiem of Moral Education , Mtiner’y 
Aneient My f tries , Bahrdt’s Letters on the. Bible, and 
Bahrdt's Completion of the Plan -and Aim of jf — — : 
C - — Theie books are of the moft Antichrrftian cha- 
saBer, and feme of them aiip at ihaking - off all moral 
obligation whatever. 

... Along with thefe religious doBnnes, are -inculcated 
the ntpft dangerous maxims of civil conduB. The.dcf- 
pqtifm that is aimed at over the minds of men, and the 
poachinations and intrigues fpr obtaining poiTefl]on of 
places of .trail and influence, are dually alarming, but 
being perfcBly fimilar to thofe of the- Illuminati, it is 
peedlefs to mention them. - \ 

*' * TTiiYTSnd to be T-ilfe, and the book a common job. 
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J ' The chief intelligence that we get from this author h 
that the Qentre of the Union is at a houfe iathe neigh* 
bourhood of Halle, It is a fort of tavern, in a vineyard 
immediately without the cayy This was bought by 
Doctor Karl Frirderich Bahrot, and fitted up 
for the amufement of the . Univerfity Students.. He 
calls it Basra t’s RunR (Bahrdt’s Repofe.) The atu 
thor thinks that this mud have been the work of the Af» 
fociatian, becaufe Bahrdt had not a farthing, and was 
totally unable for fuch ah undertaking. He may how- 
evcf have been the contriver of the inftitution, He has 
never affirmed or denied this in explicit terms ; nor baa 
he ever faid who are the XXII coadjutors. W adherer, 
an eminent bookfeller at Vienna, {hems to have been 
one of the moil aftive hands, and in one year admitted 
near goo members, among whom is his own lhoemaker. 
He has publifhed fame of the moil profligate. pamphlets 
which have yet appeared in Germany, . . 

The publication of the lift of members alarmed the 
nation ; perfons were aftoniihed to .find themfelves in 
every quarter in the midft of villains who were plotting 
againft the peace and happinefs of the country, and de* 
ftroying every fentiment of religion, morality, or loyalty. 
Many perfons publifhed in the newfpapers and literary 
journals affirmations and proofs of the falfe infer tion of 
their names. Some acknowledged that curiofity had 
made them enter the Affociation, and even continue 
their correfpondence with the Centre, in 1 order to learn 
fomething of what the Fraternity had in view, but de- 
dared that they had never taken any part in its proceed- 
ings. But, at the fame- time, it is certain that many 
Reading Societies had been let up, during thefe tranf* 
actions, in every quarter of Germany, and that the of- 
tenfible managers were in general of very fufpicious cha- 
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jatters, both as to motels and, loyalty. The Union had 
•dually fet up a prefs of their own at Calbe, in the 
neighbourhood of Halberftadt, Every day there ap* 
peared ftronger proofs of a combination of the Journal, 
ids, Reviewers, and even of the publifhers and book. 
feHers, to fupprefs the writings which appeared in de~ 
fehce'of the civil and eccle.ftaftical conditutiohs of the 
States of Germany. The extenfive literary manufadurc 
of Germany is carried on in fuch a manner that it is im- 
poffible for any thing lefs than the joint operation of the 
whole federated powers to prevent this. The fpirit of 
free thinking and innovating in religious matters had 
been remarkably prevalent in the dominions of the King 
of Pruffia, having been much encouraged by the indif* 
ference of the late King, One of. the vileft things pub- 
liihed on this occafipn was an abominable farce, called 
the Religion Edid, This was traced to Bahrdt’s Rube, 
and the Dodor was arretted, and all his papers leized 
and ranfecked. The civil Magiftrate was glad of ait 
opportunity of expifcating the German Unipn, which 
common feme had alfo traced hither. The correfpon, 
dence was accordingly examined, and many difcoverics 
were made, which there was no accalion to Communi? 
cate to 'the public, and the profecution of the buftnefe 
pf the Union was by this means Hopped. But the per. 
fens in high office at Berlin agree in faying that the Af ; 
fociationof writers and other turbulent perfons in Ger- 
many has been but very faintly bit by this blow, and is 
almoft as adive as ever, 

- The German Union appears a mean and precipitate 
Aflbciation. The Centre, the Archives, and the Secre- 
tary are contemptible. All the Archives that were 
found were the plans and lilts of the members and a par- 
cel of letters of correfpondeuce. The correfpondence 
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and other bu (kiefs was managed by an old man inlbmtf 
very inferior' office or judicatory, who lived at bed and 
bpard in Bahrdt’s boufe for about fix - (hillings a week j 
having a cheft of papers and a writing dpfk in the corner 
of the common room ofthehoufe. . > ; 

• Bahrdt gives a long narration of bis concern in- th* 
affair, but we can put Hide' confidence in what he fays j. 
yet as we have no better authority, 1 (hail -give a very 
4hort abftra& of it as follows. 

He faid, that beieamed Cofmo-political Free Mafon* 
ty.in England, when he was there getting pupils fdr hit 
academy— but negletted it on his return to Germany; 
Some time after his. feitlement he was- rotlfedbyatifit 
from a . ftranger who paffed for an EnglifWan ; bul 
whom he -afterwards found to he a Hutch officer— (he 
gives adefcriptionwhich bears con fidetabie refethblance 
to the Prince or General Salims, who gave 4b much dif- 
turbance to theStates-General)— He wasftill more ex- 
cited by an anonymous letter giving him an -account of 
a Society which was employed in the inftru&ion dfman* 
hind, and a plan of their mode of operations, nearly the 
fame with that -Of No. 1 1 1.— He then fet up. a Lodge of 
-Free Mafonry on Ooftno-politkal principles, as a pre- 
paration for engaging in this great plan— he was flopped 
by the National Lodge, becaufe he had no patent from 
it.— This obliged him to. work in fecret.— -He met with 
a gentleman in a coffee-koufe, who entreated him to go 
on, and promifed him great affiftance — this be got front 
tsme to time, as 'heftOodmoft in -need of -it, and he now 
found that he was working in conceit with many pow- 
erful though unknown friends, -each m his own circle; 
The plan- of operation of the X X4 was gradually un- 
folded to him, and he got folenra promifes of being 
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unde acquainted with bis colleagues — Bu t he now founds 
that after hC had fo effentially ferved their nobib caufo, 
he was dropped by them in the hour of danger, and thus 
was made the lacrifice for die public good. The la® 
packet which he received was a requeft from a Friend to 
the Union to print two performances lent him, with a 
promife of 10a dahlers for his trouble.— —Thefe were the 
abominable farce called the Religion Edift, and fome 
Piffertations ort that Royal Proclamation- 

He then gives an account of his fyfiem of . Fred Ma~ 
fonry, not very different from Wei&aupt’s Mafonic 
-Chrifrjaouy — and concludes with the following abdracfc 
of the advantages of the Union— Advancement of Sci- 
ence— A general inhered and concern for Arts and 
Learnings— Excitement of Talents — Check of Scribbling 
— Good Education — Liberty — Equality. — Hofpitality 
—Delivery of many from Misfortunes — Union of the 
Learned— and at laft — perhaps — Amen. 

1 

What the meaning of this enigmatical conchtfion is we 
can only guefs — and our conjectures cannot be very fa- 
vorable- 

. > 

1 

The narration, of which this is a very fhort Index, » 
.abundantly entertaining; but the opinion' of the- mod 
.intelligent is, that it is m a great meafure fictitious, and 
that the contrivance of the Union is moftly his own. 
Although it could not be legally proved that- be was the 
author of the farce, every perfon in court was convinced 
'that he was, and indeed it is perfectly in Bahrdf’svery 
lingular manner. — This invalidates the whole of his ftq- 
.sy— and he afterwards acknowledges the farce (at lea® 
by implication) .in Uveral writings, and boails ofic 
, • • ■ , : ; . 
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. For thefe reafons I have omitted the narration in de* 
•tail. Some information, however, which I have re'* 
ceived fince, feems to confirm his account, while it di* 
tminilhes its importance. I now find that the book call- 
*ed Fuller Information is the performance of a clergyman 
•called Schutz, of the loweft clafs, and by no means of 
•-an eminent character — Another performance in the form 
*of a dialogue between X, Y, and Z, giving nearly the 
fame account, is by Pott r the. dear friend of Bahrdt 
and of his Union, and author of the Commentary on 
-the Ediift. Schutz got his materials from one Roper, 
an expelled ftudent of debauched morals, who fubfifted 
by copying and vending filthy manufcripts. Bahrdt 
fays, that he found him Baked and ftarving, and, out 
of pity, took him into his houfe, and employed, him a* 
an amanuenfis. Roper ftole the papers at various times, 
taking them with him to Leipzig, whither he went on 
: pretence of ficknefs. At laft Schutz and he went to 
Berlin together, and gave the information on which 
Bahrdt was put in prifon. In fhort they all appear to 
have been equally profligates and traitors to each other, 
-and exhibit a dreadful, but I hope a ufeful picture df 
the influence of this Illumination which fo wonderfully 
i fafcinates Germany. 

This is all the direft information that I can pick up 
of the founder and the proceedings bf the German Uni- 
son. The project is coarfe, and palpably mean, aiming 
at thedahlers of entry -money and of annual contribution, 
and at the publication and profitable faleof Dr. Bahrdt’s 
books. This circumftance gives it ftrong features of 
■ its parentage.— Philo fpeaks of Bahrdt in his Final De- 
claration in terms of contempt and abhorrence. There 
is nothing ingenious, nothing new, notbing enticing, .hi 
the plans ; and the immediate purpofe of indulging the 
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licentious tafte of the public comes fo frequently before 
the eye, that it bears all the marks of that groflhefs of 
mind, precipitancy, and impatient overlight that are to 
be found in all the voluminous writings of Dr. Bahrdt. — - 
Many in Germany, : however, - afcribe. the Union to 
Weilhaupt, and fay that it is the Illuminati working in 
another form, . There is no denying that the principles, 
and even the manner.. of proceeding, are the lame in 
every eflential circuroftance. Many paragraphs of the 
(declamations, circulated through Germany with the plans, 
are tranfcribed; verbatim from Weilhaupt’s Corre&ed 
Syflem of Jlluminatifm. ■ Much of the work On Injlruc- 
iion, and the Mean* for promoting - it, is very . nearly a 
copy o,f the fame work, blended with floyenly extra&s 
from fome of his own writings — There is the fame feries 
of deluGons from , the beginning, as in Uluminatifm — 
Free Mafonry and Chriftianity are compounded — firft 
with marks - of refped — -then- Chriftianity is twilled to 
a purpofe foreign from it, but the fame with that aimed 
.at by Weilhaupt — then it is thrown away altogether,- and 
.Natural Religion and Atheifm fubftitutecLfor it — For 
.no perfon will have a moment’s hefitatiop in faying, that 
this, is the creed of the author of the books On Inf ruc- 
tion and On the Liberty of the Prefs. Nor. can he doubt 
that the political principles are equally anarchical with 
ihofe of- the! Illuminati. — -The endeavours alfo to -get 
pofleflion of public offices, of places of education — 
of the public mind, by. the -Reading Societies, and by 
, publications^— are. fo many tranfcripts.from the Illumi- 
. nati.— ‘Add to this, that Dr. Bahrdt was an Illuminatus — 
and -wrpte the Better than Horns, at the command of 
Weilhaupt. — Nay, it is well known that Weilhaupt was 
• twice or- thrice at Bahrdt’s Ruhe during thofe tranfcfti- 
and that he zealoufly. promoted the formation of 

- ... ... . ... ...; . .. 
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Reading Societies in feveral places. — But I am rather 
of the opinion that Weilhaupt made thofe vifits in order 
to keep Dr. Bahrdt within fome bounds of decency, and 
to hinder him from hurting the cau.fe by his precipi- 
tancy, when fpurred on by the want of money. Weif- 
haupt could not work in fuch an unikilful manner. But 
he would be very glad of fuch help as this coarfe tool 
could give him— -and Bahrdt gave great help ; for, when 
he was imprifoned and his papers feized, his Archives, a$ 
he called them, (hewed that there were many Reading 
Societies which his projeft had drawn together. The 
Prufhan States had above thirty, and the number of read- 
ers was aftoniftiingly great — and it was found, that the 
pernicious books had really found their way into every 
hut. Bahrdt, by defcending a (lory lower than Weif- 
haupt, has greatly increafed the number of his pupils. 

But, although I cannot confider the German Union 
as a formal revival of the Order under another name, I 
mull hold thofe' United , and the members of thofe Read- 
ing Societies, as Illuminati and Minervals. I mud 
even confider the Union as a part of Spartacus’s work. 
The plans of Weifliaupt were partly carried into effeQ ih 
their different branches — they were pointed out, and 
the way to carry them on are diftin£Uy defcribed in the 
private correfpondence of the Order — It required little 
genius to attempt them in imitation. Bahrdt made the 
attempt, and in part fucceeded. Weifhaupt’s hopes 
were well founded — The leaven was not only diftributed, 
but the management of the fermentation was now un- 
derftood, and it went on apace. 

v 

It is to be remarked, that' nothing was found among 
Bahrdt’s papers to fupport the (lory he writes in his di- 
ary — no fuch correfpondences — but enough for detetl- 
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iog many of thefe focieties. Many others however were ; 
found unconnected with Bahrdt’s Ruhe, not of better 
chara&er, either as to Morality or Loyalty, and fome 
of them confiderable and expensive ; and many proofs 
were found of a combination to force the public to 
certain way of thinking, by the management of the Re- 
views and Journals. The extenlive dealings of Nicho- 
lai of Berlin gave him great weight in the book-making^ 
trade, which in Germany furpaifes all our conceptions. 
'J’he catalogues of new writings in fheets, which are 
printed twice a-year for each of the fairs of Leipzig and 
Frankfort, would aftonilh a Britifh reader by the num- 
ber. The bookfellers meet there, and in one glance fee t 
the whole republic of literature, and, like Roman fena- 
tors, decide the fentiments of diftant provinces. By 
thus feeing the whole together, their fpeculations are 
national, and they really have it in their power to give 
what turn they pleafe to the literature and to the fenti- 
ments of Germany. Still however they mull be induced 
by - motives. The -motive of a merchant is gain, .and 
every objcQ: appears in his eye fomething by which mo- 
ney may be made. Therefore in a luxurious and volup- 
tuous nation, licentious and free-thinking books will 
abound. The writers fuggeft, and the bookfellers think 
how the thing will tickle. Yet it mull not be inferred 
from the prevalence of fuch books, that fuch is the com- 
jnon fenfe of mankind, and that the .writings aje not the 
corrupters, but the corrupted, or that they are whar they 
ought to be, becaufe they pleafe the public. We need 
only pulh the matter to an extremity, and its caufc ap- 
pears plain. Filthy prints will always create a greater 
crowd before the {hop window than the find! perform- 
ances of Woollet. I.iccipious books will be read with 
a fluttering eagernefs, as l^ng as they are not univcrfally 
..permitted ; and pitiable will be the ftate of the nation 




*5* the german union. 

when their number makes them familiar and no longest 
entertaining. 

But although it mud be eonfelfed that great encou-. 
ragement was given to the fceptical, infidel, and licen- 
tious writings in Germany, we fee that it was ftill necef- 
lary to praXife feduXion. The religionijl was made to 
expeX fome engaging exhibition of his faith. The Ci- 
tizen muft be told that his civil connexions are refpeXed, 
and will be improved ; and all are told that good man-' 
ners or virtue is to be fupported. Man is fuppofed to 
be, in very effential circumftances, what he wifhes to be, 
and feels he ought to be ; and he is corrupted by means 
of falfehood and trick. The principles by which he is 
wheedled into wickednefs in the firft inftance, are there- 
fore fuoh as are really addreffed to the general fentiments 
of mankind : thefe therefore fhould be confidered as 
more expreflive of the public mind than thofe which he 
afterwards adopts, after this artificial education. There- 
fore Virtue, Patriotifm, Loyalty, Veneration for true 
and Undefiled Religion, are really acknowledged by thole 
corrupters to be the prevailing fentiments ; and they are 
good if this prevalence is to be the teft of worth. The 
mind that is otherwife affeXed by them, and hypocriti- 
cally ufes them in order to get hold of the uninitiated, 
that he may in time be made to cherifh the contrary fen- 
timents, cannot be a good mind, notwithftanding any pre- 
tentions it may make to the love of mankind. 

No man, not Weifhaupt himfelf, has made ftronger 
profeflions of benevolence, of regard for the happinefs of 
mankind, and of every thiiVg that is amiable, than Df. 
Bahrdt. It may not be ufclefs to enquire what effeX 
fuch principles have had on 'bis own mind, and thofe of 
his chief coadjutors. Deceit of every kind is dilhonot- 
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able ; and the deceit that is profeffedly employed in the 
proceedings of the Union is no exception. No pious 
fraud whatever mull be ufed, and pure religion mult be 
prefented to the view without all difguife. 

** The more fair Virtue’s feen, the more (he charms. 

“ Safe, plain, and eafy, are her artlefs ways. 

“ With face ere<ft, her eyes look ftrait before ; 

** For dauntlefs is her march, he: ftep l'ecure. 

** Not fo pale Fraud — now here (he turns, now there, 

** Still feeking darker (hades, fecure in none, 
u Looks often back, and wheeling round and round, 

« Sinks headlong in the danger (he would ihun.” 

The mean motive of the Proteftant Sceptic is as in- 
confiftent with our notions of honelty as with our noti- 
ons of honor ; and our fufpicions are juftly railed of the 
chara£ter of Dr. Bahrdt and his aflociates, even although 
we do not fuppofe that their aim is the total abolifhing 
of religion. With propriety therefore may we make 
fome enquiry about their lives and conduct. Fortu- 
nately this is eafy in the prefent inllance. A man that 
has turned every eye upon himfelf can hardly efcapeob- 
fervation. But it is not fo eafy to get fair information^ 
The peculiar lituation of Dr. Bahrdt, and the caufe be- 
tween him and the public, are of all others the moll pro- 
duftive of millake, roifreprefentation, obloquy, and in* 
jultice. But even here we are fortunate. Many re- 
markable parts of his life are eltablilhed by the mod re- 
fpeclable tellimony, or by judicial evidences; and, to 
make all fure, he has written his own life. 1 lhall infert 
nothing here that is not made out by the two lalt modes 
of proof, relting nothing on the firfl, however 're fpet ta- 
ble the evidence may be. But I mull obferve, that his 
life was alfo written by his dear friend Pott, the partner 
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of Walther the bookfeller. The ftory of this publicati- 
on is curious, and it is inftru&ive. 

; 

Bahrdt was in prifon,and in great poverty. He intend- 
ed to write his own life, to be printed by Walther, under 
a fictitious name, and in this work he intended to in- 
dulge his fpleen and his didike of all thofe who bad of- 
fended him, and in particular all priefts, and rulers, 
and judges, who had given him fo much trouble. ’He 
knew that the ftrange, and many of them fcandalous 
anecdotes, with which he had fo liberally interlarded 
many of his former publications, would fet cariofity on 
tiptoe, and would procure a rapid fade as- foon as the 
public fhould guefs that it was his own performance, by 
the lingular but fignificant name which the pretended 
author would afTume. He had almoft agreed with Wab 
ther for a thoufand dahlers (about L. 200} when he was 
imprifoned for being the author of the farce fo oftert 
named, and of the Commentary on the Religion Editt, 
written by Pott, and for the proceedings of the German 
Union. He was refufed the ufe of pen and ink. He 
then applied to Pott, and found means to correfpond 
with him, and to give him parfof his life already writ- 
ten, and materials for the reft, confiding of {lories, and 
anecdotes, and correfpondcnce. Pott fent him feveral 
Iheets, with which he was fo pleafed, that they con- 
cluded a bargain. Bahrdt fays, that Pott was to have 
400 copies, and that the reft was to go to the mainte- 
nance of Bahrdt and his family, confiding of his w'ife, 
daughter, a Chriftina and her children who lived with 
them, &c. Pott gives a different account, and the 
truth was different from both, but of little confequence 
to us. Bahrdt’s papers had been feized, and fearched 
for evidence of his tranfadions, but the drifted atten- 
tion was paid to the precife points of the charge, and no 
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paper was abftra&ed which did not relate to thefe. All 
ethers were kept in a fealed room. * Pott procured the 
removal of the feals, and got poffeffion of them. Bahrdt 
fays, that his wife an4 daughter came to him in prifon, 
almoft ftarving, and told him that now that the room 
was opened, Pott had' made an offer to write for their 
fupport, if he had the ufe of thefe papers — that this was 
the conclufion of the bargain, and that Pott took away 
all the papers. N. B. Pott was the aflociate of Wal- 
ther, who had great confidence in him ( Anecdotenbuck 
fur meinen lieben Amt Jb ruder, p. 400 . ) and had con- 
ducted the bufinefs of Stark’s book, as has been alrea- 
dy mentioned. No man was better known to Bahrdt, 
for they had long afled together as chief hands in the 
Union. He would therefore write the life of its foun- 
der con amore, and it might be expected to be a rare 
and tickling performance. And indeed it was. The 
firft part of it only was publifhed at this time; and the 
narration reaches from the birth of the hero till his lead- 
ing Leipzig in 1768. The attention is kept fully awake, 
but the emotions which fucceffively occupy the mind of 
the reader, are nothing but ftrong degrees of averfion, 
difguft, and horror. The figure fet up to view is a 
monfter, clever indeed, and capable of great things; 
but loft to truth, to virtue, and even to the affectation 
of common decency — In fhort, a fhamclefs profligate. — • 
Poor Bahrdt was aftoniflied — Hared — but, having his 
wits about him, faw that this life would fell, and would 
alfo fell another. — Without lofs of time, he faid that he 
would hold Pott to his bargain — but he reckoned without 
his hoft. “ No, no,” faid Pott, “ You are not the man 
I took you for — your correfpondence was put into my 
bands — I faw that you had deceived me, and it was my 
duty, as a man who loves truth above all things, to hinder 
you from deceiving the world. I have not written the 
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book you defirctl me. I did not work for you, but foP 
myfelf — therefore? you get not a grofchen.” “ Why, 
Sir,” faid Bahrdt “ we both know that this wont do. 
You and I have already tried it. You received Stark’$ 
manufcript, to be printed by Walther — Wahher and 
you fent it hither to Michaelis, that I might fee it du. 
ting the printing. I wrote an illuftration and a key, 
which made the fellow very ridiculous, and they 
.were printed together, with one title page. You know 
that we were call in court. Walther was obliged tq 
print the work as Stark firlt ordered, and we loll all our 
labour, . So lhall you now, for I will commence an ac- 
tion this inllant, and let me fee with what face you will 
defend yourfelf, within a few weeks of your lafl appear- 
ance in court.” Pott faid, “You may try this. My 
work is already fold, and difperfed over all Germany 
— and I have no obje8ion to begin yours to-morrow— 
believe me, it will fell.” Bahrdt pondered — and refol- 
.ved to write one himfelf. . . 

This is another fpecimen of the Union . 

Dr. Carl Friederich Bahrdt was bom in 1741. 
His father was then a parifh-minifter, and afterwards 
Profelfor of Theology at Leipzig, where he died in 1775. 
The youth, when at College, enlifted in the Prulftan fe?- 
vice as a hulfar, but was bought off by his father. He 
.was M. A. in 1761. He became catechiftin his father’s 
church, was a popular preacher, and publilhed fcjrmons 
in 1765, and fome controverfial writings, which (Jidr him 
-honor — But he then began to indulge in conviviality, 
and in anonymous bafquinades, uncommonly bitter and 
-offenfive. . No perfon was fafe — Profeffors — Magif- 
trates— Clergymen— had his chief notice — alfo, ftudents 
— and even comrades and friends. (Bahrdt fays, that 
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thefe things might cut to the quick, but they were all 
juft.) Unluckily his temperament was what the atomi- 
cal philofophers (who can explain every thing by aethers 
and vibrations) call fanguine. He therefore (his own 
word) was a paflionate admirer of the ladies. Coming 
Rome from fupper he frequently met a young Mifs in 
the way to his lodgings, neatly dreffed in a rofe-colour- 
ed filk jacket and train, and a fable bonnet, coftly, and 
like a lady. One evening (after fome old Rhenilh, as 
he fays) he faw the lady home. Some time after, the 
ihillrefs of the houfe, Madam Godfchulky, came into 
His room, and faid that the poor maiden was pregnant. 
Jke could not help that — but it was very unfortunate, 
and would ruin him if known. — He therefore gave the 
old lady a bond for 200 dahlers, to be paid by inftal- 

ments of twenty-five. The girl was fenfible, and 

good, and as he had already paid for it, and her conver- 
sation was agreeable, he did not difcontinfue his acquaint- 
ance.” A comrade one day told him, that one Bel, a 
magiftrate, whom he had lampooned, knew the affair, and 
would bring it into court, unlefs he immediately retriev- 
ed the bond. This bond was the only evidence, but it 
was enough. Neither Bahrdt nor bis friend could raife 
the money. But they fell on another contrivance. They 
got Madam Godfchulky to meet them at another hOufe, 
in order to receive the money. Bahrdt was in a clofet, 
Jthd his comrade’ wore a fword. The woman could not 
be prevailed on to produce the bond till Bahrdt Ihould 
arrive, and the money be put into her hands, with a pre- 
ftnt to herfelf. The comrade tried to flutter her, and, 
drawing his fword, lhewed her how tfien fenced — made 
paffe’s at the wall— and then at her— but Ihe was too firm 
-^-he then threw away his- fword, and began to try to force 
the paper from Her, She defended herfelf a good while a 

• I i 
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but at length he got the paper out of her pocket, tore k in 
pieces, opened the clofet-door, and faid, “ There you b — 
there is the honorable fellow whom you and your wh — 
have bullied — but it is with me you have to do now, and 
you know that I can bring you to the gallows.” There 
was a great fquabble to be fure, fays Bahrdt, but it ended, 
and I thought all was now over. — But Mr. Bel had got 
word ofit, and brought it into court the very day that Bahrdt 
was to have made fome very reverend appearance at church. 
In fliort, after many attempts of his poor father to lave 
him, he was obliged to fend in his gown and band, and to 
quit the place. It was fome comfort, however, that Ma- 
dam Godfchufky and the young Mifs did not fare much 
better. They were both imprifoned. Madam G. died 
fome time after of fome fhocking difeafe. The court- 
records give a very different account of the whole, and 
particularly of the feuffle ; but Bahrdt’s ftory is enough. 

Bahrdt fays, that his father was feverc — but acknow- 
ledges that his own temperament was hafty (why does 
riot his father’s temperament excufe fomething ? Vibrati. 
uncula will explain every thing or nothing.) “ There- 
fore (again) I fometimes forgot myfelf. — One day I laid 
a loaded piftol on the table, and told him that he fhould 
meet with that if he went on fo. But I was onlyfevcn- 
teen.” 

Dr. Bahrdt was, of courfe, obliged to leave the 
place. His friends, and Semler in particular, an emi- 
nent theological writer, who had formed a very favora- 
ble opinion of his uncommon talents, were afliduous in 
their endeavours to get an ehablilhment for him. But 
his high opinion of himfelf, his temper, impetuous, pre- 
cipitant, and . overbearing, and a bitter fatiricai habit 
which he Had freely indulged in his outlet of life, made - 
their endeavours very ineffvj&ual. 
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At laft he got a profefforfhip at Erlangen, then at Er- 
Turth, and in 1771, at Gieflen. But inallthefe places, 
he was no fooner fettled than he got into difputes with 
his colleagues and with the eftablifhed church, being a 
ftrenuOus partizan of the innovations which were at- 
tempted to be made in the do&rinesof Chriftianity. In 
his anonymobs publications, he did not truft to rational 
difeuffion alone, but had recourfe to ridicule and per- 
fonal anecdotes, and indulged in the moft cutting far- 
cafms and grofs feurrility. — Being fond of convivial 
company, his income was infufficient for the craving de- 
mand, and as foonas he found that anecdote and (lan- 
der always procured readers, he never ceafed writing. 
He had wonderful readinefs and a£livity,and fpared nei- 
ther friends nor foes in his anonymous performances. 
But this could not laft, and his avowed theological writ- 
ings were fuch as could not be fullered in a Profelfor of 
Divinity. The very (ludents at Gieffen were (hocked 
with fome of his liberties. After much wrangling in the 
church-judicatories he was juft going to be difmilfed, 
'when he got an invitation to Marfchlins in Switzerland 
to fuperintend an-academy. He went thither about the 
year 17 76, and formed the feminary after the model of 
Bafedow’s Philanthropine, or academy, at Deffau, of 
which I have already given fome account. It had ac- 
quired fome celebrity, and the plan was peculiarly fuit- 
ed to Bahrdt’s tafte, becaule it left him at liberty to in- 
troduce any fyftem of religious or irreligious opinions 
that he pleafed. He refolved to avail himfelf of this li- 
berty, and though a clergyman and Doctor of Theology, 
he would outftrip even Bafedow,’ who had no ecclefiaf- 
tical orders to redrain him. But he wanted the mode- 
ration, the prudence, and the principle of Baledow. 
He had, by this time, formed his opinion of mankind, 
by meditating on the feelings pf his own mind”. I i'xs 
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theory of human nature was fimple — •** The leading pro- 
pen fi ties, fays he, of the human mind are three — In- 
ftin&ive liberty ( Freyheitjlriebe ) — inftinftive a&ivity 
(Triebe fur Thatigkeit ) — and inftin&ive love (Liebcs 
triebe.") I do not wifh to mifunderiland him, but I 
can give no. other tranflation. — “ If a man is obflrufted 
in the exercife of any of thefe propenfities, he fuffers an 
injury — The bufinefsof a good education therefore is to 
teach us how they are to be enjoyed in the higheft de- 
gree.” 

We need not be furprifed although the Doftor fhould 
find it difficult to manage the Cyclopedia in his Philan- 
thropine in fuah a manner as to give fatisfa&ion to the 
neighbourhood, which was habituated to very different 
fentiments.— Accordingly he found his fituation as un- 
comfortable as at Gieflen. He fays, in one of his lateft 
performances, “ that the Grifons were a ftrong in fiance 
of the immenfe importance of education. They knew 
nothing but their handicrafts, and their minds were as 
coarfe as their perfons.” He quarrelled with them all, 
and was obliged to abfcond after lying fome time in 
arreft. 

He came to Durkheim or Turkheim, where his fa- 

•"N f 

ther was or had been rainifter. His literary talpnts were 
well known. — After fome little time he got an afTocia- 
tion formed for erefting and fupporting a Philanthro- 
pine or houfe of education. A large fund was collefted, 
and he was enabled to travel into Holland and England, to 
engage pupils, and was furnifhed with proper recommen- 
dations. — On his return the plan was carried into execu- 
tion. The caflle or refidence of Count Leining Hartz.- 
burgh at Heidefheim, having gardens, park, and every 
handfome accommodation, had been fitted up for it» 
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and it was confccrated by a folemn religious feltival in 
1778. 

Buthis old misfortunes purfued him. He had indeed 
no colleagues to quarrel with, but his avowed publica- 
tions became every day more obnoxious — and when any 
of his anonymous pieces had a great run, he could not 
ftifle his vanity and conceal the author’s name. — Of 
thefe pieces, fome were even (hocking to decency. — It 
was indifferent to him whether it was friend or foe that 
he abufed ; and fome of them were fo horribly injurious 
to the characters of the mod refpeCtable men in the (late, 
that he was continually under the correction of the courts 
of juftice. There was hardly a man of letters that had 
ever been in his company who did not fuffer by it. For 
his con (tan t practice was to father every new (tep that he 
took towards Atheifm on fome other per fon ; and, 
■whenever the reader fees, in the beginning of a book, 
any perfon celebrated by the author for found fenfe, 
profound judgment, accurate reafoning, or praifed for 
aCis of friendlhip and kindnefs to himfelf, he may be 
allured that, before the clofe of the book, this man will 
convince Dr. Bahrdt in fome private converfation, that 
fome doCtrine, cherifhed and venerated by all Chrifti- 
ans, is a piece of knavidi fuperftition. So loft was Dr. 
Bahrdt to all fenfe of (hame. He (aid that he held his 
own opinions independent of all mankind, and was in- 
different about their praife or their reproach. 

Bahrdt’s licentious, very licentious life, was the caufe 
of moil of thefe enormities. No income could fuffice, 
and he wrote for bread. The abominable way in which 
the literary manufatlure of Germany was conduCled, 
made it impoftible to hinder the rapid difperlion of his 
writings over all Germany ; and the indelicate and coarfe 
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maw of the public was as ravenous as the fenfuality of 
Dr. Bahrdt, who really battened in the Epicurean fly. 
The confequence of all this was that he was obliged to 
■fly from Heidefheim, leaving his fureties in the Philan- 
thropic to pay about 14,000 dahlers, befides debts 
without number to his friends. He was imprifoned at 
Dienheim, but was releafed I know not how, and fet- 
tled at Halle. There he funk to be a keeper of a tavern 
and billiard-table, and his houfe became the refort and 
the bane of the fludents in the Univerfity. — He was 
obliged therefore to leave the city. He had fomehow 
got funds which enabled him to buy a little vineyard, 
•prettily fituated in the neighbourhood. This he fitted 
■tip with every accommodation that could invite the flu- 
dents, and called it Bahrdt’s Ruhe. We have already 
foen the occupations of Dr. B. in this Buen Retiro— 
Can we call it otium cum dignitate ? Alas no ! He had 
•not lived two years here, buflling and toiling for the 
•German Union, fometimes without a bit of bread — 
when he was fent to prifon at Halle, and then to Mag- 
deburgh, where he was more than a year in jail. He 
was fet at liberty, and returned to Bahrdt' s Ruhe, not, 
alas, to live at eafe, but to lie down on a fick bed, where, 
after more than a year’s fuffering cncreafing pain, he 
died on the 23d of April 1793, the molt wretched and 
loathfome vifclim of unbridled fenfuality. 

The account of his cafe is written by a friend, a Dr. 
Jung, who profefTes to defend his memory and his prin- 
ciples. The medical defeription melted my heart, and 
I am certain would make his bilterefl enemy weep. 
Jung repeate,dly fays that the cafe was not venereal — • 
calls it the vineyard difeafe — the quickfilver difeafe (T16 
was dying of an unconquerable falivation) and yef, 
through the whole of his narration, relates fymptomsand 
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fiifferings, which, as a medical man, he could not pof- 
libly mean to be taken in any other fenfe than as effects 
of pox. He meant to pleafe the enemies of poor Bahrdt, 
knowing that fuch a man could have no friends, and 
being himfelf ignorant of what friendlhip or goodnefs is. 
The fate of this poor creature affected me more than any 
thing I have read of a great while. All his open ene- 
mies put together have not faid fo much ill of him as hts 
trailed friend Pott, and another confident, whofe name 
I cannot recoiled, who publilhed in his lifetime an ano- 
nymous book called Bahrdt with the iron brow — and 
this fellow Jung, under the abfurd mail; of friendlhip, 
exhibited the loathfome carcafe for a florin, like a male- 
factor's at Surgeons Hall. Such were the fruits of the 
German Union, of that Illumination that was to reline 
the heart of man, and bring to maturity the feeds of na- 
tive virtue, which are choaked in the hearts of other 
men by fuperftition and defpotifm. We fee nothing 
but mutual treachery and bafe defertion. 

I do not concern myfeif with the gradual perverfion 
of Dr. Bahrdt’s moral and religious opinions. But he 
affefled to be the enlightener and reformer of mankind ; 
and affirmed, that all the mifehiefs in life originated from 
defpotifm fupported by fuperftitjon. “ In vain,” fays 
he, “ do we complain of the inefficacy of religion. All 
poGtive religion is founded on injullice. No Prince 
has a right to preferibe or lanttion any fuch fyllem. 
Nor would he do it, were not the priefls the firmed pil- 
lars of his tyranny, and fuperftition the ftrongelt fetters 
for his fubjefls. He dares not fliow religion as Ihe is, 
pure and undefiled — She would charm the eyes and the 
hearts of mankind, would immediately produce true mo- 
lality, would open the eyes of freeborn man, would teach 
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him what arc his rights, and who are his opprelfors, and 
Princes would vanifh from the face of the earth.” 

Therefore, without troubling outfelves with the truth 
Or falfehood of his religion of Nature, and affutning it as 
an indifputable point, that Dr. Bahrdt has feen it in this 
natural and fo effeftive purity, it is furely a very perti- 
nent queftion, “ Whether has the fight produced on his 
mind an effcft fo far fuperior to the acknowledged faints 
nefs of the imprcffion of Chriftianity on the bulk of man- 
kind, that it will be prudent to adopt the plan of the Ger- 
man Union, and at once put an end to the divifions 
which fo unfortunately alienate the minds of profefling 
Chriftians from each other ?” The account here given 
of Dr. Bahrdt’s life feems to decidq the queftion. 

But it will be faid that I have only related fb many 
inftances of the quarrels of Priefts and their flavifli ad- 
herents with Dr. Bahrdt. Let us view him in his ordi- 
nary conduQ, not as the Champion and Martyr of Illu- 
mination, but as an ordinary citizen, a hufband, a father, 
a friend, a teacher of youth, a clergyman. 

When Dr. Bahrdt was a parifh-minifter, and prefi- 
dent of fome inferior ecclefiaftical diftritl, he was em- 
powered to take off the cenfures of the church from k 
young woman who had born a ballard child. By vio- 
lence he again reduced her to the fame condition, and 
efcaped cenfure, by the poor girl’s dying of a fever be- 
fore her pregnancy was far advanced, or even legally 
documented. Alfo, on the night of thefolemn farce of 
confecrating his Philanthropine, he debauched the roaid- 
fervant, who bore twins, and gave him up for the father. 
The thing, I prefume, was not judicioufly proved, other- 
vile he would have furely been difgraced but it was af- 
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terwards nude evident, by the letters which were found by 
Pott, when he undertook no write ins life. A feries of thefe- 
letters had palled between him and one Graf a Reward, 
who was employed by him to give the woman the final! 
pittance by which fee and the infants were maintained.- 
Jtanonftrances- were made when the- money was not ad- 
vanced ; -and there are particularly letters about the end 
of 1779, which- (how that- Bahrdt had ceafed giving any 
thing, • On the of February 1780, the infants (three 
years old) were taken away in . the night, and were found 
expo fed, the one- at Ufftein, and the other at Worms* 
■any miles diftant from each other, and almoft frozen 
to deaths The firft was found, by its moans, by a (hoe- 
marker in a field by the road-fide, about fix in the morn- 
ing ; the other was found by two girls between the 
hedges itv a- lane, let between two great- Rones, paft all 
crying. The poor mother travelled up and down the 
country in queft of her infants, and hearing thefe ac- 
counts, found- them both, and took one of them home; 
but not being able to maintain both, when' Bahrdt’s eom- 
miffioner refufed contributing any mere, it remained 
with the good woman who had taken it in. 

Bahrdt was married in- 177* while at Gieffen ; but af- 
ter wafting the greateft part of his wife's little fortune left 
her by a formet hufbend, he was provoked, by lofing 
lOoo florins (about L. no) in the bands of her brother, 
who would not pay it up. After this he ufed her very 
-ill, and fpeaks very cOntemptuOufly of- her in his own 
account of his life, tailing her a dowdy, jealous, and 
every thing contemptible. In two infamous novels, be 
' exhibits chara&ers, hi which fheis reprefented in a moft 
cruel manner'; yet this woman (perhaps during the ho- 
hey-nioon) was enticed by him one day* into the bath, in 
*- • . ,0t k 
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the pond of the garden of the Philanthropine at- Heidefi- 
heim, and there, in the fight of all the pupils, did ha 
(alfo undrefled) toy with his naked wife- in the waters 
When at Halle, he ufed the poor woman extremely JIV 
keeping a midrels in the houfe, and giving her the whole: 
command of the family, while the wife and daughter 
were confined to a feparate part of it. When in prifon- 
at Magdeburgh, the (trumpet lived with him, and bore 
him two- children. He brought them all to his houfe 
when he was fet at liberty. . Such barbarous ufage made 
the poor woman at lad leave him and live with her bro- 
ther. The daughter died about a year before him, of 
an overdofe of Laudanum given, by hex father,, to pro- 
cure deep when ill of a fever. He ended his own wretch- 
ed life in the fame manner, unable, poor man, to bear 
his didrefs, without the fmalled compunction or forrow; 
for his conduCt : and the lad thing he did was tp fend 
for a bookfeller (Vipinkof Halle, who had publiihed 
fome of his vile pieces) and recommend his drumpet and 
her children to his, protection, without one thought of 
his injured wife. • „ 

I (hall end my account of this profligate monderwith 
a fpecimcn of his way of ufing his friends. 

“ Of all the acquifitions which I made in England, 

Mr. (the name appears at full length) was the 

mod important. This perfon was accompliihed in the 
highed degree. With found judgment, great genius, 
and correCt tade, he was perfectly a man of the world. 
He was my friend, and the only perfon who warmly in- 
tereded himfelf for my inditution, To his warm and 
repeated recommendations I owe all the pupils I got in 
England, and many mod refpeCtable connections ; for 
he was univerfally eftecgaed. as a man of learning and of 
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tte moft unblemifhed worth. He was my friend, my 
conductor, and I may fay my preferver ; for when I had 
not bread for two days, he took me to his houfe, and^ 
ftipplied all my wants. This gentleman was a clergy- 
man, and had a fmall but genteel and fele&ed cortgrega-- 
tion, a flock which required ftrong food. My friend 
preached to them pure natural religion, and was beloved 
by them. His fermons were excellent, and delivered 
with hative energy and grace, becaufe they came from" 
the heart. I’ had' once the honor of preaching for him. 
But what a difference — I found myfelf afraid — I feared 
to fpeak too boldly, becaufe I did not know where I" 
was, and thought myfelf fpeaking to my crouching coun- 
trymen. But the liberty of England opens every heart, 
and makes it acceflible to morality. I can give a very 
femaritarble inftance. 

■ “ The women of the town in London do not, to be 
fure, meet with my unqualified approbation in all re- 
fpefts. But it is impoflible not to be ftruck with the 
propriety and decency of &ieir manners, fo unlike the 

clownifh impudence of our German wh : . I could 

hot diftinguifh them from mode ft women, otherwife than 
by their greater attention and eagernrefs to fhew me civi- 
lity. My friend ufed to laugh at my miftakes, and I could 
^not believe him when he told me that the lady who had 
kindly (hewed the way to me, a foreigner, was a votary 
•of Venus. He maintained that Englrfh liberty natural- 
ly produced morality and kindnefs. I ftill doubted, and 
' he faid that he would convince me by my own experi- 
ence. Thefe girls are to be feen in crouds every evening 
in every quarter of the town. Although fome of them 
may not have even a fhift, they come out in the even- 
ing drefled like princeffes, in hired clothes, which are cn- 
ttufted-to them without any fear of their making off with 
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them. Their fine ftiape, tbefir beautiful (kin, arid dark! 
brown hair, their fwelling bofora fo prettily fet off by' 
their black (ilk drefs, and above all, the gentle fweetnefs 
of their manners, makes an irapredfion in the higheft de- 
gree favorable to them. They civilly offer their arm, 
and fay, w My dear, will you give me a glafs of wine.’* 
If you give them no encouragement, they pafs on, and 
give no farther trouble, I went with my friend to Co- 
vent Garden, and after admiring the innumerable beau* 
ties we faw in the piazzas, We gave our artn to three ve- 
ry agreeable girls, and immediately turned in to a tem- 
ple of the Cytherean Goddcf*, Which is to bo found at 
every feconddoor of the city, and were fhown into a par- 
lour elegantly carpeted and furnifeed, and lighted with 
wax, with every other, accommodation at hand. My friend 
called for a pint of wine, and this .was all the expeRce, 
for which we received fo much civility. The conven- 
tion and other behaviour of the ladies was agreeable in 
the higheft degree, and not a word palled that would have 
diftinguilhed them from nuns, or that was not in the 
higheft degree mannerly and elegant. We parted in the 
Jtreet — and fuch is the liberty of England, that ray friend 
ran not the fmalleft rifle of fuffering either in his honor 
pr ufefulnefs,-^-Such is the effect of freedom.” 

We may be fare, the poor man was aftonilhed when 
he faw his name before the public as one of the enlight- 
eners of Chriftian Europe. He is really a man of worth, 
and of the moft irreproachable character, and knew that 
•whatever might be the proteftion of BritiCh liberty, fuch 
conduct would ruin him with his own hearers, and in the 
minds of all his refpefiable countrymen. He therefore 
fent a vindication of his character from his flanderous 
abufe to the publifhers of the principal newfpapers and 
literary journals in Germany. The vindication is com- 
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pj etc, aod B. is conviCkdof having related what he - couls^ 
mt pojfibly hai>e jetn. It is worthy of remark, that the; 
vindication did not appear in the Berlin Monatjckrijt , 
nor m any of the Journals which make favorable menti- 
on of the performances of .the Enlighteners. 

* Think npt, indignant reader,” fays Arbuthnot* 
“ that this man’s life is ufeleCs to mortals.” It ihows 
in a ftrong light the falfity of all his declamations in fa- 
vor of his Co-much praifed natural religion aodpniverfal 
hindnefs and humanity. . No mao ©f the party writer 
with .more .perfijafive energy, and, though his petulance 
twid precipitant felf-co^ceif lead him . frequcndyaftray, 
90 mm has occasionally put all die arguments of thefe 
philosophers in a clearer, light ; yet we fee that ( ajl is falls 
and hollow. He. is a vile hypocrite, and the real aim 
of all his writings is to make money, by folkring the 
fenfual propensities of human nature, although lie fees 
and feeU that the completion of the plan of the German 
.Union would be an event more dcftru&ivc and lamenta-' 
|>le than any that can be pointed out. in the annals of fu<- 
perftition. I will not fay that all partifans of Illuminar 
lion are hogs of the ffy of Epicurus like this wretch. 
&ut the reader muft acknowledge that, in the i 11 ft i union 
of Weifhaupt, there is the fame train of lenfual indul- 
gence laid along the whole, and that purity of heart and 
Ji.fe. is oo part of the morality that is held forth as the 
perfeffion of human nature. The final abolition of 
.Ghriftianity is undoubtedly one of its objetts — whether 
as an end of their efforts, or as a mean for the attainment 
of fomeend (till more important. Purity of heart is 
perhaps the moft diftiotUvc feature of Chri Ilian mora- 
. .lily. Of this Dr. Bahrdt feems to have had no concep- 
tion ; and his inftitution, as well as his writings, (how 
him tq have been a very coarfc fcnlualift. But his uftflj 
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though coarfe, accorded with what Wei fhaupt corifider- 
ed as a ruling propenfity, by which he had the beft chance 
of fecuring the fidelity of his fubje&s. — Craving defires, 
beyond the bounds of our means, were the natural con- 
fequences of -indulgence — and fince the purity of Chrift-- 
ian morality ftood in his way, his firft care was to clear 
the road by rooting it out altogether — What can follow 
but general diffolutenefs of manners ? 

•' Nothing can more diftinQly prove the crooked poli- 
tics of the. Reformers than this. • It may be confidered 
as the mainfpring of their whole machine. Their pupils- 
were to be led by means of their meaner defires, and the 
aim of their conductors was not to inform them, but 
merely to lead them; not to reform, but to rule the 
World. — They would reign, though in hell, rather than 
lerve in heaven. — Dr. Bahrdt was a true Apoftle of II- 
luminatifm; and though his torch was made of the grofleft 
materials, and “ ferved only to difcover fights of woe," 
the horrid glare darted into every corner, roufing hun- 
dreds of filthy vermin, and directing their flight to the 
Totten carrion where they could beft depofit their poifon 
and their eggs ; in the breafts, to wit, of the fenfual and 
profligate, there to fefter and burft forth in a new and 
•filthy progeny : and it is aftonifhing what numbers were 
thus roufed into aCtion. The fcheme of Reading Soci- 
eties had taken prodigioufly, and became a very profit- 
able part of the literary trade of Germany. The book- 
fellers and writers foon perceived its importance, and 
aCled in concert. 

I might fill a volume with extracts from the criticifms 
which were publifhed on the Religion Ediil fo often 
mentioned already. The Leipzig catalogue for one 
year contained 173. Although it concerned the Pruf* 
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San States alone, thefe appeared in every comer of Ger-: 
many; nay, alfo in Holland, in Flanders, in Hungary,, 
in Switzerland, in Courland, and in Livonia. This 
lhows it to have been the operation of an AfTociated 
Band, as was intimated to the King with fo much petu- 
lance by Mirabeau. There was (paft all doubt) fuch a. 
combination among the innumerable fcribblers who fup- 
plicd the fairs of Leipzig and Frankfort. Mirabeau 
calls it a Conjuration des Philofoplits , an exprelfion very 
clear to himfelf, for the miriads of garreteers who have 
long fed the craving mouth of Paris (“ always thirfting 
after, fome new thing”) called tKemfelves philofophers, 
and, like the gangs of St. Giles’s, converted with each 
other in a cant of their own, full of moral , of energie , , 
of bitnveillance , &c. &c. See. unintelligible or mi fun-, 
derdood by other men, and ufed for the purpofe of de-. 
ceit. While Mirabeau lived too, they formed a Con- 
juration. The 14th of July 1790. the molt foleronin- 
vocation of the Divine prefenee ever made on the face 
of this earth, put an end to the propriety of this appel- 
lation ; for it became ncceffary (in the progrefs of poli- 
tical Illumination) to declare that oaths were nonfenfe, 
becaufe the invoked was a creature of the imagination, 
and the grand federation, like Weifhaupt and Bahrdt’s 
Mafonic Chriftianity, is declared, to thole initiated into 
the higher myfteries, to be a lie. But if we have no 
longer a Conjuration des Philofophes, we have a gang of 
fcribblers that has got poflefiion of the public mind by 
their management of the literary journals of Germany, 
and have made licentious fentlments in politics, in mo- 
rals, and in religion, as familiar as were formerly the ar- 
ticles of ordinary news. All the fceptical writings of 
England put together will not make half the number 
that have appeared in Proteftant Germany during the 
laft twelve or fifteen years. And, in the Criticifins oat 
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the Edift, it is hard ta fay whether infidelity or (Slop 
airy fills the mod pages.- 

• To fuch a degree had thsdlhimi&aii carriedthis fevo* 
rite and important point that they obtained the dire&ioa 
oven of thofe wbofe office it vras to prevent it. There is- 
at Vienna, as at Berlin, an office for examining and h- 
cenfing writings before they can have, their courfe-in the 
market. This office publifhes annually an index of for. 
bidden books. In- this index are included the account 
of the laft Operations of Spartacus and Philo in the Or - 
dtr of lllununati, and a differ tation on The Final Over- 
throw of Ftu Mofonry , a mod excellent performance, 
ihowing the gradual corruption and final pervenfkm of 
that foctety to a feminary of fedition. Alfo the Vienna 
Magazine of Literature and Arts’, which contains many 
accounts of the inteferences of the Illuminati in.the-dif- 
turhances of Europe. The Cenfor who occafioned this 
prohibition was an Illuminates^ named Retzer . He 
makes a mod pitiful and- Jefuitical defence^ ffiowing 
himfelf completely verfan^in all the chicane of the Illu- 
minati, and devoted to their Infidel principles. (See ReU 
Bcgebenh. 1795. p. 493.) 

> There are two performances which gi ve us much in' 
.formation refpefiing the date of ntoraiand political opi* 
pions in Germany about this time. One of thean'is cai> 
led, Proofs of a hidden Combination to deflr-oy the Free- 
dom of Thought and Writing in Germany, '■ Thefe proofs 
are general, .taken. from- many concurring cifcum&anccs 
in the condition of German literature. They ale con- 
vincing to a thinking mind, hut are top abdrafiedto be 
very impreffive on ordinary readers. The other is the 
Appeal to my Qoyntry (which I mentioned ib tbe.former 
part of this work.) This is much mere- drifting, and, in 
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each branch of literature, gives a progreffive account of 
the changes of (entiment, all fupported by the evidence 
of the books themfelves. The author puts it paft con- 
tradiction, that in every fpecies of literary compofition 
into which it was poffible, without palpable abfurdity , to 
introduce licentious or feditious principles, it was done, 
Many romances, novels, joumies through Germany and 
and other countries,* are written on purpofe to attack 
praife or reproach to certain fentiments, characters, and 
pieces of conduCt. The Prince, the nobleman, is made 
defpotic, oppreffive, unfeeling, or ridiculous — the poor, 
and the men of talents, are unfortunate, and neglected— - 
and here and there a fictitious Graf or Baron is made a 
divinity, by. philanthropy expreffed in romantic charity 
and kindnefs, or oftentatious indifference for the little 
honors which are fo precious in the eyes of a German. 
►—In fhort, the fyftem of Weifhaupt and Knigge is car- 
ried into vigorous effeCt over all. In both thefe per- 
formances, and indeed in a vaft number of other pieces, 
1 fee that the influence of Nicholai is much commented 
on, and confidered as having had the chief hand in alt 
thofe innovations. 

■ Thus I think it clearly appears, that the fuppreilion 
of the Illuminati in Bavaria and of the Union in Bran- 
denburgh, were infufficient for removing the evils which 
they had introduced. The Ele&or of Bavaria was obli- 
ged to iffue another proclamation in November 1790, 
warning his fubjeCb of their repeated machinations, and 
particularly enjoining the Magiftrates to obferve care- 

- * A plan adopted within thefe few years in our own country, 
which, if profecuted with the Ifcae induftry with which it has been 
begun, will foon render our circulating Libraries lb many Nurfe- 
ries of Sedition and Impiety. (See 'gravels into Germany by Efte.) 
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fully the aflemblies in the Reading Societies, which were 
multiplying in. his States. A .fimilar proclamation was 
made and repeated by the Regency of Hanover, and it 
was on this occafion that Mauvillon impudently avowed 
cbe moft anarchical opinions.— But Weifhaupt and his 
agents were ftill bufy and fuccefsful. The habit of 
plotting had formed itfelf into a regular fyftem. . Soci- 
eties now aQed every where in fecret, in correfpondence 
.with fimilar focieties in di-flan t places. And thus a mode 
of co-operation was furnifhed to the difcontented, the 
jefllefs, and the unprincipled in all places, without even 
•the trouble of formal initiations, and without any ex- 
ternal appearances by which the existence and occupa- 
tions of the members could be diftinguilhed. The Hy- 
dra's teeth were already fown, and each- grew up, inde- 
pendent of the reft, and foon fent out its own offsets. — 
In all places where fuch fecret practices were going on, 
there did not fail to appear fome individuals of more 
than common zeal and aQivity, who took the lead, each 
in his own circle. This gave a confiftency and unity to 
the operations-of the reft, and they, encouraged by this 
co-operation, could now attempt things which they 
would not have otherwife ventured on. It is not till 
this ftate of things obtains, that this influence becomes 
fenfible to the public. Fhilo, in his public declaration* 
unwarily lets this appear. Speaking of the numerous 
.little focieties in which their principles were cultivated, 
he fays, “ we thus begin to. be formidable.” It may 
now alarm — but it is now too late. . The fame germ is 
now fprouting in another place. 

■ I muft not forget to take notice that about this time 
(1787 or 1788) there appeared an invitation from a Ba- 
ron or Prince S — ■, Governor of the Dutch fortrels 
H — — before the trouble} in Holland to form a focicty 
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for the Protection erf Princes . — The plan is exprefied in 
•very enigmatical terms, but fuch as plainly Ihow it to 
be merely an odd title, to catch the public eye ; for. the 
Affociation is of the fame feditious kind with all thofe 
already fpoken of, viz. profeffing to enlighten the minds 
of men, and making them imagine that all their hard- 
ihips proceed from fuperftition, which fubjefts them tp 
ufelefs and crafty priefts ; and from their own indolence 
and want of patriotifm, which make them fubmit to the 
mal-adminiftration of minifters. The Sovereign is fup- 
pofed to be innocent, but to be a cypher, and every 
magiflrate, who is not chofen by the people actually 
under him, is held to be a defpot, and is to be bound 
hand and foot. — Many circumftances concur to prove 
that the projector of this infidious plan is the Prince 
Salms, who fo afliduoufly fomented all the dilturhances 
in the Dutch and Aultrian Netherlands. He had, be- 
fore this time, taken into his fervice Zwack, the Cato 
of the Illuminati. The proje£t had gone fome length 
when it was difeovered and fuppreffed by the States. 

Zimmerman, who had been prefident of the Illumi- 
nati in Manheim, was alfo a moll active perfon in pro- 
pagating their doflrines in other countries. He was 
employed as a raiffionary, and erefted fome Lodges even 
in Rome — alfo at- Neufchatel — and in Hungary. He 
was frequently feen in the latter place by a gentleman of 
my acquaintance, and preached up all the oftenliblc 
doctrines of Uluminatifm in the molt public manner, and 
made many profelytes. But when it was difeovered that 
their real and fundamental doctrines were different from 
thofe whieh he profeffed in order to draw in profelytes, 
Zimmerman left the country in halte. — Some time after 
this he was arrefled in Pruflia for feditious harangues — • 
but he efcapcd, and has not been heard of linee. — V.’hen 
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3k was in Hungary he boa (led of having eroded above 
«n hundred Lodges in different parts of Europe, feme 
of which were in England. 


That the Illuminati and other hidden Cofmo-political 
focieties had fome influence in bringing about the French 
Revolution, or at lead in accelerating it, can hardly be 
doubted. — In reading the fecret correfpondence, I was 
always furprifed at not finding any reports from France, 
and fomething like a he Citation about eftablifbing a mif- 
fion there ; nor am ! yet able thoroughly to account 
for it. But there is abundant evidence that they inter- 
fered, both in preparing for it in the fame manner as in 
Germany, and in accelerating its progrefs. Some let- 
ters in the Brunfwick Journal from one Campe, who 
■was an infpeQor of the feminaries of education, a mati 
of talents, and an Illuminatus , put it beyond doubt. 
He was refiding in Paris during its firft movements, and 
gives a minute account of them, lamenting their excef- . 
fes, on account of their imprudence, and the rifk of 
fhocking the nation, and thus deftroying the projeQ, 
but juftifying the motives, on the true principles of Cof- 
mo-politifm. The Vienna Zeitfchrift and the Magazine 
of Literature and Fine Arts for 1790, and other pam- 
phlets of that date, fay the fame thing in a clearer man- 
ner. I fhall lay together fome paffages from fuch as I 
have met with, which I think will (hew beyond all pof- 
fibility of doubt, that the Illuminati took an aftive part 
in the whole tranfaftion, and may he faid to have been 
its chief contrivers. I (hall premife a few obfervations, 
which will give a clearer view of the matter. 


Bit led by 


The Trench Revolution. 


D U R I N G thefe diflenfionsand difcontents, and thw 
general fermentation of the public mind in Germany, 
political occurrences in France gave exercife and full 
fcope for the operation of that fpirit of revolt which had 
long growled in fecret in the different corners of that 
great empire. The Cofmo-political and fceptical opi- 
nions and fentiments fo much cultivated in all the Lodg- 
es of the Philalethes had by this time been openly prd- 
fefled by many of the fages of France, and artfully in- 
terwoven with their ftatiftical ceconomics. The many 
contefls between the King and the Parliament of Paris 
about the regidration of his edicts, had given occafion to 
much difcuflion, and had made the public familiarly ac- 
quainted with topics altogether unfuitable to the abfolute 
monarchy of France. 

- This acquaintance with the natural expectations of 
the fubjeft, and the expediency of a candid attention on 
the part of Government to thefe expectations, and a 
view of Legiflation and Government founded on a very 
liberal interpretation of all thefe things, was prodigioufly 
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promoted by the rafh interference of France in the dis- 
pute between Great Britain and her colonies. 'In this 
attempt to ruin Britain, even the court of France was 
obliged to preach the doctrines of Liberty, and - ter take 
its chance that Frenchmen would confent to be the on- 
ly (laves. But their officers and foldiers who returned 
from America, imported the American principles, and in 
every company found hearers who liftened with delight 
and regret to their fafcinating tale of American inde- 
pendence. During the war, the Minifter, who bad too 
confidently pledged himfelf for the deftruflion of Bri- 
tain, was obliged to allow the Parifians to amufe them- 
felves with theatrical entertainments, where Englifli law 
was reprefented as oppreffion, and every fretful extrava- 
gance of the Americans was applauded as a noble ftrug- 
gle for native freedom. — All wiflied for a tafte ,of that 
liberty and equality which they were allowed to applaud 
on the fiage ; but as foon as they came from the theatre 
into the ftreet, they found themfelves under all their for- 
mer reftraints. The fweet charm had found its way into 
their hearts, and all the luxuries of France became as 
dull as common life does to a fond girl when (he lays 
down her novel. 

In this irritable (late of mind a (park was fufficient for 
kindling a dame. Tp import this dangerous delicacy 
of American growth, France had expended many milli- 
ons, and was drowned in debts. The mad prodigality 
of the Royal Family and the Court had drained the 
treafury, and foreftalled every livre of the revenue. The 
edicts for new taxes and forced loans were moll unwel- 
come and opprefiive. 

The Avocats au ■barlement had nothing to do with (late- 
affairs, being very little more than barristers in the high* 
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«ft court of juftice ; and the higheft claim of die Prefi- 
dents of this court was to be a fort of humble counfel- 
lors to the King in common matters. It was a very 
ftrange inconfiftency in that ingenious nation to permit 
fuch people to toilch on thofe ftate-fubjecls ; for, in 
feft, the King of France was an abfolute Monarch, and 
the fubjefls were (laves. . This is the refult of all their 
painful refearch, notwithftanding that glimmerings of na- 
tural juftice and of freedom are to be met with in their 
records. There could not be found in their hifiory fo 
much as a tolerable account of the manner of calling the 
nation together, to learn from the people how their 
chains would belt pleafe their fancy. Rut all this was 
ggainft nature, and it was neceffary that it lliould come 
to an end, the frrft time that the Monarch ccnfeffed that 
he could not do every thing unlefs they put the tools into 
his v hands. As things were approaching gradually but 
rapidly to this condition, the impertinent . interference 
{for fo. a Frenchman, fubject of the Grand Monarch, 
mufl think it) of the advocates of the Parliament of Paris 
was popular in the higheft degree ; .and it mult be con- 
feffed, that in general it was patriotic, however incon- 
fiftent with the conftitutjon. They felt thcmfclves 
pleading the caufe of humanity and natural j uftice. This 
Would embolden honeft and worthy men to fpeak truth, 
.however unwelcome to the court.. In general, itmuft. 
alfo be granted that they fpoke with caution and with re- 
ipecl to the fovereign powers : and they had frequently 
the pleafure of being the means of mitigating the bur- 
dens of the people. The Parliament of Paris, by this 
conduct, came to be looked up to as a fort of mediator 
between the King and his fubjects ; and as the avocats 
Jaw this, they naturally rofe in their own estimation ftr 
above, the rank in which the conftitution of their governs 
•meat had placed them. For it muft-always be. kept ia 
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mind, that the robe was never confidered as the drefs of 
a Nobleman, although the caiTock was. An advocate 
was merely not a roturier ; and though we can hardly 
conceive a profeffion more truly honorable than the dif- 
penfing of diftributive juftice, nor any (kill more conge- 
nial to a rational mind than that of the pra&ical morality 
which we, in theory, confider as the light by which they 
are always conduced ; and although even the artificial 
conllitution of France had long been obliged to bow to 
the dilates of nature and humanity, and to confer nobi- 
litv, and even title, on fuch of the profeffors of the mu- 
nicipal law as had, by their (kill and their honorable cha- 
rafler, rifen to the firfl offices of their profeffion, yet the 
Noblefle de la Robe never could incorporate with the 
Noblefle du Sang, nor even with the Noblefle de l’Epee. 
The defendants of a Marquis de la Robe never could 
rife to certain dignities in the church and at court. The 
avocats de parlement felt this, and fmarted under the ex- 
clufion from court-honors; and though they eagerly 
courted fuch nobility as they could attain, they feldom 
omitted any opportunity that occurred during their juni- 
or practice of expofmg the arrogance of the Noblefle* 
and the dominion of the court. This increafed their po- 
pularity, and in the prefent fituation of things, being cctr 
tain of fupport, they went beyond their former cautious 
bounds, and introduced in their pleadings, and particu- 
larly in their joint remonftrances againft the regiftratioh 
of edifts, all the wire-drawn morality, and cofmo-politi- 
cal jurifprudence, which they had fo often rehearfed in 
the Lodges, and which had of late been openly preached 
by the economifts and philofophers. 

A fignal was given to the nation for engaging “ en 
mafle” in political difeuffion. The Notables were called 
upon to come andadvife the King; and the points wen 
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Jiid before them, iti which his Majefty (infallible till 
how) acknowledged his ignorance or his doubts. But 
who were the Notables ? W ere they more knowing than 
the King, br iefs in nefed 6f inftrutlion ? The nation 
thought otherwife; nay, the court thought btherwife ; 
ftjr, in fomeof the foyal proclamations on this occafi- 
dri', men of letters were invited to affift with' their couri- 
fels, and to give what information- their feading and ex- 
perience Ihofuld fuggeft as to the beft method of con- 
voking the States General, and of conduQing fheif de- 
Hbbratioifs. \Vhen a Minifter thus folicits advice from 
iff the world how to govern, he moft affiiredly declares 
fiis oWn incapacity, and fells the people that now they 
fiuft gbvem thetfifelves. This however was done, and' 
the' Miniftef, Neckaf, the' Philofophef ahd Philanthro- 
pifV of Geneva, fet the example, by fending in his opii- 
hiott, to’ bfe : laid on fh6 council-table With the re'fti ’ Onf 
this figrtal, CoUrtfel poured iri from every garret, and 
the prefs groaned with advice iti every Ihape'. Ponder- 
inis volumes were Written for' the Bilhop or the f)uke ; 
& handfome 8vo for the fto't able Officer of eighteen; 
pamphlets' afid firigte fheets for the' loungers ih the’ Pa- 
lais Roy at. The fermentation was aftonifhing; but il 
WaS rid more thanfhoiitd have' been expe&ed from thd 
ttoft cultivated, the mOfl ingenious, arid the leafl ba'ffi 1 
ftil nation' on earth. AH' wrote, and all read. Nof 
boriterited with* bringing forth all tfteTruits'WhidrtheTl- 
laniinarioh of* thefe - bright day's of feSfon had raifed id 
ftrch ahurichihce in fhe cohleiVatorief of lhe‘ Phitdlithesy 
ahd which' had been 'gathered from the- writings' of Vol- 
taire, Diderot, Rouffiaui Rayhaf, Stc. the' patriotic 
cotmfeftofs’ of the Notables Had rim fucked all the Wri- 
tings of fhrfneh.ages.' They difcov<ffed'i*rf'Ar F k am c £ 
itAo i /ClvV'avV s'EKtr r r ti 1 Ohe would' have' thought 
'• t. Mi* • ' • ' 
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that they had.travelled with Sir John Mandeville-in that 
country where even the fpeeches of former times had 
Been frozen, and were now thawing apace under the 
beams of the bin of Reafon. For many of thefe e flays 
were as incongruous and raal-a-prppos as the broken 
feptences recorded by Mr. Addifon in the Spe&ator. 
A gentleman who was in Paris at this time, a perfon of 
great, judgment, and well informed in every thing ref- 
pefting the conflitution and prefent condition of his 
country, allured me that this invitation, followed by the. 
memorial of Mr. Neckar, operated like an electrical- 
(hock. In the courfe of four or five days, the appear-, 
ance of Paris was completely changed. Every where 
one faw crowds flaring at papers palled on the wall*-? 
breaking into little parties — walking up and down the 
firsts- in eager converfation — adjourning to coffee-hou- 
fes— and the converfation in all companies turned to 
politics alone; and in all thefe conventions, anew 
vocabulary, where every fecond word was Morality, 
Philanthropy, Toleration, Freedom, and Equalifation 
of property. Even at this early period perfons were 
liftened to without cenfure, or even furprife, who laid 
that it was nonfenfe to think of reforming their govern* 
fnent, and that it mull be completely changed. In Ihort, 
in the courfe of a month, a fpirit of licentioufnefs and 
a rage for innovation had completely pervaded the minds 
of the Parifians. The moll confpicuous proof of this 
was the unexpected fate of the Parliament. It met ear- 
lier than ufual, and to give greater eclat to its- patriotic 
efforts, and completely to fecure the gratitude of the 
people, it iffued an arret on the prefent ftate of the na- 
tion, containing a number of refolutfbns on the differ- 
ent leading points of national liberty. A few months 
ago thefe would have been joyfully received as the Mag- 
na Charts, of Freedom, and really contained all. that* 
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wife peoplefhould defire ; but becaufe the Parliament ’ 
bad fome time before .given it as their opinion as the 
conftitutional counfel of the Crown, that the States' 
fhouid be convoked on the principles of their laft meet- 
ing in 1614, which preferved the didinftions of rank*’ 
all their pad fervices were forgotten — all their hard ftrug- 
gle with the former adminiftration, and their uncon- 
querable courage and perfeverance, which ended only 
with their downfall, all were forgotten ; and thofe dif- 
tinguifhed members whofe zeal and fuffeFings ranked; 
diem with the mod renowned heroes and martyrs of pa- 
triotifm, were now regarded as the contemptible tools- 
of Aridocracy^ The Parliament now fet, m a fiery 
troubled fky^— to rife no more. 

% 

Of all the barriflers in the Parliament of Paris, the 
mod confpicuous for the difplay of the enchanting doe- 
trines of Liberty and Equality was Mr. Duval, fon of 
an Avocat in the fame court, and ennobled about this 
time under the name of Defprefmenil. He was mem- 
ber of a Lodge of the Amis Reunis at Paris, called the 
ContraB Social , and of the Lodge of Chevaliers Bien- 
faifants at Lyons. His-reputation as a barrider had been 
prodigioufly encreafed about this time by his manage- 
ment of a caufe, where the defcendant of the unfortu- 
nate General Lally, after having obtained the redoration 

the family honors, was driving to get back fome of 
the edates. Mr. Lally Tollendahl had even trained 
himfelf to the profefiion, and pleaded his own caufe 
with adoniihing abilities. But Defprefmenil had near 
connexions with the family which was in poffeffion of 
the edates, and oppofed him with equal powers, and 
*ntpre addrefs. He was on the fide which was mod a- 
|reeable to his favorite topics of declamation, and his - 
pleadings attracted much notice both in Paris and in- fome 
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of the provincial Parliaments. I mention thefe thing# 
with fome interefl, becaufe this was the beginning of 
that marked riyallhip between Lally Tollendahl and 
Defprefmenil, which made fuch a figure in the journal# 
of the National Afl'embly. It ended fatally for both. 
lLally Tollendahl was obliged to quit the Affembly, 
when bp law it determined on the deftruQion of (he mo- 
narchy and pf all civil order, and at laft to emigrate from, 
his country with the lofs of a)l his property, and to fub- 
fill on the kindnefs pf England. Defprefmenil attained 
ljis rapredian of popularity by his difcove^y of the fecret 
plan of the Court to eftabliffi the Cour plctijcre, and. 
pver after this took the lead in all the ftrong meafures of 
the Parliament of Paris, which was now overftepping 
all bounds of moderation or propriety, in hopes of pre- 
fgrving its influence after it had rendered itfelf impotent 
by an unguarded ftroke. Defprefmenil was the firft, 
snartyr of that Liberty and Equality which it was now ; 
boldly preaching, having voluntarily fur rendered him-, 
felf a prifoner to the officer fent to demand him from the, 
parliament. He was alfo a martyr to any thing that re-, 
mained of the very fhadow of liberty after the Revolt^ 
tj on, being guillotined by Robefpierre. 

. I have already mentioned the intrigue# of Count MU 
rabeau at the Court of Berlin, and his feditious, preface, 
and notes on the anonymous letters on the Rights of the, 
Pruffian States. He alfo, while at Berlin, publiffiof 
an EJfai far la Secle des Illumines, one of the ftrangeft. 
and moll impudent performances that ever appeared.. 
Hp there de fieri bes a fe£t exifting in Germany, called, 
the Illuminated, and fays, that they are the moft abfurd, 
and grofs fanatics imaginable, waging war with every, 
appearance of Reafon, and maintaining the moll ridU 
culous fuperftitions. He gives fome account of thefe,. 
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ami of their rituals, ceremonies, &c. as if he had feen 
them all. His fed is a confufed mixture of Chriftiau 
fuperftitions, Rofycrucian nonfenfe, and every thing 
that can raife contempt and hatred. But no fuch So- 
ciety ever emitted, and Mirabeau confided in his owd 
powers of deception, in order to fcreen from obferva-* 
lion thofe who were known to be Illuminati, and to.- 
hjndei the rulers from attending to their real machina* 
tions, by means of this Ignis fatuus of bis own brain., 
Qq knew perfe&ly that the Illuminati were of a ftaropr 
diametrically oppofite ; for he was illuminated by Man*; 
willop long before.— He gained his point in fome mea-* 
Aire, for Nicholai and others of the junto immediately' 
adopted the whim, and called them Qbfcur-anttn, and 
joined with Mirabeau in placing on the lift of Obfcuran ** 
tea feveral perfons whom they wifhed to make ridicu-»> 
lpus. 

. Mirabeau was not more difeontented. with the Dourt 
of Berlin for the ftnall regard it had teftified for his emi->. 
pent talents, than he was with his own Court, or rather 
with. the miniftar- Calonne, who had fent him thither.: 
Calonne had been greatly diffatisfied with his conduct at. 
Berlin, where his felf-conceit, and his private projects, 
had made him a ft ip a way almoft contrary to the pur-, 
poles of his mi Hi on. Mirabeau was therefore in- a rage- 
af the miuifter, and publifhed a pamphlet, in which his 
celebrated. memorial on the (late of the nation, and thp 
means of relieving, it, was treated with the utipoft feve* 
rjty of reproach ; and in this conteft his mind was 
wrought up to that violent pitch of oppofuion- which he' 
ever after maintained. To be noticed, and to lead', were- 
his foie obje£ls-r-and he found that taking the fide of the* 
difeontented was the beft field for his eloquence and' reft-; 
lefs ambition — Yet there was no man that was mote de« 
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voted to the principles of a court than Count Mirabeau, 
provided he had a (hare in the adminiftratton ; and he 
would have obtained it, if any thing moderate would 
have fatisfied him — but he thought nothing worthy of 
him but a place of a£live truft, and a high department.' 
For fuch offices all knew him to be totally unfit. * He 
wanted knowledge of great things, and was learned only 
in the buttling detail of intrigue, and at any time would - 
facrifice every thing to have an opportunity of exercifing 
his brilliant eloquence, and indulging his paffion for fa* 
tire and reproach. — The greateft obftacle to his advance- 
ment was the abje& worthleffncfs of his character. What 
we ufually call profligacy, viz. debauchery, gaming, im- 
piety, and every kind of fenfuality were not enough — he 
was-dettitute of decency in his vices— tricks which would 
difgrace a thief-catcher, were never boggled, at in order 
to fupply his expences — For inftance — His father-and 
mother had a procefs of reparation — Mirabeau had juft, 
been liberated from prifon for a grofs mifdemeanour, 
and was in want of money — He went to his father, fided 
with him in inveftives againft his mother, and, for 106 
guineas, wrote his father’s memorial for the court. — He 
then went to his mother, and by a fimilar conduQ. got the 
fame fura from her — and both memorials were prefent-* 
ed. Drinking was the only vice in which he did not in- 
dulge— his exhaufted conftitution did not permit it. His- 
brother the Vifcount, on the contrary, was apt to exceed 
in jollity. One day the Count faid to him, “ How can 
you, Brother, fo expofe yourfelf ?” “ What ! fays the 
Vifcount, how infatiable you are — Nature has given you 
every vice, and haying left me only this one, you grudge 
it me.” When the elections were making for the States- 
General, he offered himfelf a candidate in his own or« 
der at Aix — But he was fo abhorred by the Nobleffe, 
that they not only rejected him, but even drove bi al 
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from their meetings. This affront fettled his meafures, 
and he determined on their ruin. He went to the Com- 
mons, difclaimed his being a gentleman, fet up a little 
{hop in the market-place of Aix, and fold trifles— and 
now, fully refolved what line he ihould purfue, he court- 
ed the Commons, by joining in all their excefTes againft 
the Noblefle, and was atTaft returned a member of the 
Aflembly. 

. From this account of Mirabeau we can eafiiy foretell 
the ufe he would make of the Illumination which he had 
received in Germany. Its grand truths and juft mora- 
lity feem to have had the fame effeCts on his mind as on 
that of Weilhaupt or Bahrdt. 

, In the year 1786, Mirabeau, in conjunction with the 
Duke de Lauzun and the Abbe Perigord, afterwards 
Bifhop of Autun (the man fo puffed in the National Af- 
femblies as the brighteft pattern of humanity) reformed 
a Lodge of Philalethes in Paris, which met in the Jaco- 
bin College or Convent. It was one of the Amis Reu- 
nis, which had now rid itfelf of all the infignificant myf- 
ticifm of the feCt. This was now become troublefome, 
and took up the time which would be much better em- 
ployed by the Chevaliers du Soleil, and other ftill more 
refined champions of reafon and univerfal citizenfhip. 
Mirabeau had imparted to it fome of that Illumination 
which had beamed upon him when he was in Berlin. In 
1788 he and the Abbe were Wardens of the Lodge. 
They found that they had not acquired all the dexterity 
of management that he underftood was praQifed by his 
Brethren in Germany, for . keeping up their connection, 
and . conducing their correfpondence. A letter was. 
therefore fent from this Lodge, figned by thefe two gen- 
tlemen, to the Brethren-in Germany, requeuing their 
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affi (lance and inftru&iori. In the courfe of this year, 
arid during the fitting of-the Notable^, a rirruTATidif 
VItas s-ENf from the Crerman Illuminati to catch this glo- 
nous'opportumty of carrying their pihtri into* full Cxecu* 
tion with the greateft eckt. 

- Nothing can trio re convincingly derhoriftratc the early 
intentions of a party, and this a great party, ifl France 
to overturn the conftitution completely, and plant ade- 
ihocracy or oligarchy on its ruins. The Illuminati Bad 
no other object. They accounted all Princes ufurpers 
arid tyrants, and all privileged orders as their abettors. 
They intended to eftahlHlt a government of Morality, asf 
they called it ( Sittenregiment) where talents and 1 charac- 
ter (to be eflimated by their own fcale, and by them- 
ftlves) fhould alone lead to preferment. They meant to 
abolifh the laws which prote&ed property accumulated 
by long continued and fuccefsful induftry, and to pre- 
vent for the future any fuch accumulation. They in- 
tended to eftablifh univerfal Liberty and Equality, the 
imprefcriptible Rights of Man fat leaft they pretended 
all this to thofe who were neither Magi nor Regemes.) 
And, as neceflary preparations for all this, they intend- 
ed to root out all religion and ordinary morality, amf 
even to break the bonds of domefiic life, by deftroyin^ 
the veneration for marriage- vows, arid by taking thd 
education of children out of the hands of the parents: 
This was all that the Illuminati ccvtttkazhy and' Tins 
WAS PRECISELY WH'AT FRANCE' HAS IYONE'. 

I cannot proceed in the narration without defiling thd 
page with the detefted name of drltans , flained with 
every thing that can degrade or' di (grace human nature. 
He only wanted Illumination, to (hew him in a fylteiri 
all the opinions,- difpofirions; and prmcipteS'Which fil 1 
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Jed his own wicked heart. This contemptible being 
was illuminated by Mirabeau, and has Jhown himfelf 
the mod zealous difciple of the Order. In his oath of 
allegiance be declares, “ That the interefts and the ob- 
ject of the Order fhall be rated by him above all other 
relations, and that he will ferve it with his honor, his 
fortune, and his blood.” — He has kept his word, and 
has facrificed them all — And he has been treated in the 
true fpirit of the Order — ufed as a mere tool, cheated 
and ruined. — For I mull now add, that the French bor- 
rowed from the Illuminati a maxim, unheard of in any 
other afiociation of banditti, viz. that of cheating each 
other. As the managers had the foie poffeffion of the . 
higher myfteries, and led the reft by principles which 
they held to be falfe, and which they employed only for 
the purpofe of lecuring the co-operation of the inferior 
.Brethren, fo Mirabeau, Sieyes, Pethion, and others, 
led the Duke of Orleans at firft by his wicked ambition, 
and the expectation of obtaining that crown which they 
intended to break in pieces, that they might get the ufe 
of his immenfe fortune, and of his influence on the 
thoufands of his depending fycophants, who ate his 
bread and pandered to his grofs appetites. Although we 
.very foon find him a Cling as an Illuminatus , we cannot 
fuppofe him fo loft to common fenfe as to contribute his 
fortune, and rifk his life, merely in order that the one 
ihotfid be afterwards taken from him by law, and the, 
other put on a level with that of his groom or his pimp. 
He furely hoped to obtain the crown of his indolent re- 
lation. And indeed Mirabeau fajd to Bergalfe, that 
“ when the projeCt was mentioned to the Duke of Or- 
leans, he received it with all polfible favor,” (avec toutc 
la grace imaginable.) During the contefts between the 
Court and the Parliament of Paris, he courted popula- 

N o 
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rity with an indecency and folly that nothing can explain 
but a mad and fiery ambition which blinded his eyes to 
all confequertces. This is put put of doubt by his be- 
haviour at Verfailles on the dreadful 5th and 6th of Oc- 
tober 1789. The depofitions at the Chatelet prove in 
the moft inconteftable manner, that during the honors 
of thefe two days he was repeatedly feen, and that when- 
ever he was recognifed by the croud, he was huzzaed 
with Vive Orleans, Vive noire Roi Orleans, &c. — He 
then withdrew, and was feen in other places. While 
all about the unfortunate Royal Family were in theut- 
•moft concern for their fate, he was in gay humour, 
chatting on indifferent fubje£ts. His laft appearance in 
the evening of the 5th was, about nine o’clock, converting 
in a corner with men difguifed in mean drefs, and forae in 
women’s clothes ; among whom were Mirabeau, Bar- 
nave, Duport, and other deputies of the Republican 
party — and thefe men were feen immediately after, con- 
cealed among the lines of the Regiment de Flandre , the 
corruption of which they had that day completed. He 
was feen again next morning converGng with the fame 
perfons in women’s drefs. And when the infiUted Sove- 
reign was dragged in triumph to Paris, Orleans was again 
feen, fkulking in a balcony behind his children, to view 
the procefhon of devils and furies ; anxioufly hoping all 
the while that fome didurbance would arife in which the 
•Xing might perifh. — I fhould have added that he was 
leen in the morning at the top of the Bairs, pointing the 
.way with his hand to the mob, where they fhould go, 
.while he went by another road to the Xing. In fhort, 
he went about trembling like a coward, waiting for the 
•exploGon which might render it fafe for him to fhev 
himfelf. Mirabeau faid to him, ** The fellow carries a 
loaded pidol in his bofom, but will never dare to pull 
the trigger." He was favcdj notwith Banding his own 
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folly, by being joined in the accufation with Mirabeau, 
who could not refcue himfelf without ftriving alfo for 
Orleans, whom he defpifed, while he made ufe of his 
fortune. — In {hort, Orleans was but half illuminated at 
this time, and hoped to be King or Regent. 

Yet he was deeply verfed in the preparatory leflons of 
Illuminatifm, and well convinced of its fundamental 
truths. He was well affured of the great influence of the 
-women in fociety, and he employed this influence like 
a true difcipie of Weifliaupt. Above three hundred 
-nymphs from the Purlieus of the Palais Royal were 
provided with ecus and Louis d’ors, by his grand procu.- 
reur the Abbes Sieyes, and were fent to meet and to il- 
luminate the two battalions of the Regiment de Flandre y 
-who were coming to Verfailles for the protection of the 
Royal -Family. The privates of one of thefe regiments 
came and informed their officers of this attempt made on 
their loyalty. — 45,000 livres were given them at St. 
Deny’s,*o make them dilband themfelves — and the poor 
lads were at fir ft dazzled by the name of a fuin thit was 
not familiar to them — but when fome thinking head a- 
-fnong them told them that it Only amounted to two Louis 
d’ors a-piece, they difclofed the bribery. They were 
then offered 90,000, but never faw it. (Deppfitions at 
the Chatelet, No. 317.) Mademoifelle Therouane, the 
favorita of the day at the Palais Royal, was the moft 
-aftive perfon of the armed mob from Paris, dreffed eft 
Amazonne, with all the elegance of the opera, and turn- 
ed many young heads that day which were afterwards 
taken offby the guillotine. The Duke of Orleans ac- 
knowledged, before his death, that he had expended 
above L. 50,000 Sterling in corrupting the Gardes Fran - 
foi/es. The armed mob which came from Paris to Ver- 
■failles on the 5th of October, importuning the King for 
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bread, had their pockets filled with crown-pieces ; and 
Orleans was feen on that day by two gentlemen, with a 
bag of money fo heavy that it was failened to his clothes 
with a ftrap, to hinder it from being opprefiive, and to 
keep it in fuch a pofition that it (hould be acceflible in 
an in Rant. (See the Depofitions at the Chatelet, No. 

* 77 -) 

But fuch was the contempt into which his grofs, profli- 
gacy, his cowardice, and his niggardly difpofition, had 
brought him with all parties, that, if he had not been 
quite blinded by his wicked ambition, and by his im- 
placable refentment of fome bitter taunts he had gotten 
from the King and Queen, he mud have feen very early 
that he was to be facrificed as foon as he had ferved the 
purpofes of the faction. At prefent, his aflillance was 
of the utmoft confequence. His immenfe fortune, much 
above three millions Sterling, was almoft exhaufted 
during the three firlt years of the Revolution. But 
(what was of more confequence) he had almoft unbound- 
ed authority among the Free Mafons. 

In this country we have no conception of the autho- 
rity of a National Grand Mailer. When Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunfwick, by great exertions among the jar- 
ring fefts in Germany, had got himfelf elefted Grand 
Mailer of the Stritt Objervanz , it gave ferious alarm to 
the Emperor, and to all the Princes of Germany, and 
contributed greatly to their connivance at the attempts 
of the Illuminati to diferedit that party. In the great ci- 
ties of Germany, the inhabitants paid more refpeft to 
the Grand Mailer of the Mafons than to their refpe&ive 
Princes. The authority of the D. of Orleans in France 
was Hill greater, in confequence of his employing his for- 
tune to fupport it. About eight years before the Re- 
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volution he had (not without much intrigue and many 
bribes and promifes) been defied Grand Mailer of 
France, having under his directions all the Improved 
Lodges. The whole Affociation was called the Grand 
Orient de la France, and in 1785 contained 266 of thefe 
Lodges (fee Freymaurerifche Zeittmg , Neuwied , 1787.) 
Thus he had the management of all thofe Secret Socie- 
ties ; and the licentious and irreligious fentiments which 
were currently preached there, were fure of his hearty 
concurrence. The fame intrigue which procured him 
the fupreme chair, mult have filled the Lodges with his 
dependents and emiffaries, and thefe men could not bet- 
ter earn their pay, than by doing their utmoft to propa- 
gate infidelity, immorality, and impurity of manners. 

But fomething more was wanted : Difrefpeft for the 
higher Orders of the State, and difloyalty to the Sove- 
reign. — It is not fo eafy to conceive how thefe fenti- 
ments, and particularly the latter, could meet with tole- 
ration, and even encouragement, in a nation noted for 
its profelfions of veneration for its Monarch, and for the 
pride of its Nobleffe. Yet I am certain, that fuch doc- 
trines were habitually preached in the Lodges of Phila- 
lethes , and Amis Reunis de la Verite. That they Ihould 
be very current in Lodges of lowborn Literati, and 
other Brethren in inferior ftations, is natural, aind I have 
already faid enough on this head. But the French Lodg- 
es contained many gentlemen in eafy, in affluent circum- 
flances. I do not expeft fuch confidence in my affec- 
tions, that even in thefe the fame opinions were very 
prevalent'. I was therefore much pleafed with a piece of 
information which I got while thefe fheets were printing 
off, which corroborates my affertions. 
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This is a performance called La voile retirie , oii It Se- 
cret de la Revolution cxplique par la Franc Mafonncrie. 
It was written by a Mr. Le franc, Prefident of the Semi- 
nary of the Eudifls at Caen in Normandy, and a fecond 
edition was pubhfhed at Paris in 1793. The author was 
butchered in the maflacre of September. He fays, that 
on the death of a friend, who had been a very zealous 
Mafon, and many years Mailer of a refpe&able Lodge, 
he found among his papers a volle&ion of Mafonic wri- 
tings, containing the rituals, catechifms, and fynabols of 
every kind, belonging to a long train of degrees of Free 
Mafonry, together with many difcourfes delivered ia 
different Lodges, and minutes of their proceedings. The 
pcrufal filled him with aflonifhment and anxiety. Far 
he found that doftrines were taught, and maxims of con- 
duct were inculcated, which were fubverfive of religion 
and of all good order in the Hate j and which not only 
countenanced difloyalty and fedition, but even invited 
to it. He thought them fo dangerous to the Hate, that 
he fent an account of them to the Archbifhop of Paris 
long before the Revolution, and always hoped that that 
Reverend Prelate would reprefent .the matter to his Ma- 
jefly's Minifters, and that they would put an end to the 
meetings of this dangerous Society, or would at lead re- 
drain them from fuch exceffes. But he was difappoint- 
ed, and therefore thought it his duty to lay them be- 
fore the public.* 

* Had the good man been {pared but a few months, hk furprhe 
at this negledi would bare ceafed. For, on the 19th, of Novemba - 
1 793, the Archbifhop of Paris came to the Bar of the Affembly, 
accompanied by his Vicar and eleven other Clergymen, who there 
renounced their Chriftianity and their clerical vows ; acknowledg- 
ing that they had played the villain for many years againft their 
confciences, teaching what they knew to be a lie, and were now re- 
folved to be honeft men. The Vicar indeed had behaved like a 


- — Btgitized by 



THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. *95 

Mr. Lefranc fays exprefsly, that this (hocking per- 
verfion of Free Mafonry to feditious purpofes was, in a 
great meafure, but a late thing, and was chiefly brought 
about by the agents of the Qrand Matter, the Duke of 
Orleans. He was, however, of opinion that the whole 
Mafonic Fraternity was hoftile to Chriftianity and to 
good morals, and that it was the contrivance of the great 
fchifmatic Fauftus Socinus, who being terrified by the 
late of Servetus, at Geneva, fell on this method of pro. 
mulgating his doctrines among the great in fecret. This 
opinion is but ill fupported, and is incompatible with 
many circumftances in Free Mafonry — But it is out of 
otir way at prefent. Mr. Lefranc then takes particular 
notice of the many degrees of Chivalry cultivated in the 
Lodges, and (hows how, by artful changes in the fuc- 
^eflive explanations of the fame fymbols, the doctrines 
of Chriftianity, and of all revealed religion, are com- 
pletely exploded, and the Philofophe Inconnu becomes 
at laft aprofefled Atheift.— He then takes notice of the 
political dofirines Which are in like manner gradually 
unfolded, by which “ patriotifm and loyalty to the 
Prince are declared to be narrow principles, inconfiftent 
with univerfal benevolence, and with the native and im- 
prefcriptible rights of man ; civil fubordinatign is a&ual 
oppreflion, and Princes are ex officio ufurpers and ty- 
rants.” Thefe principles he fairly deduces from the 
Catechifms of the Chevalier du Soleil, and of the Philo - 
fop he Inconnv- He then proceeds to notice more parti- 
cularly the intrigues of the Duke of Orleans. From 
thefe it appears evident that his ambitious .views and 
hopes had been of long (landing, and that it was entirely 

true IUuminatus fome time before, by running off with another man’s 
wife and his ftrong box. — None of them, however, feem to have 
'attained the higher myfteries, for they' were all guillotined not long 
-after. - 
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by his fupport and encouragement that feditious doc-» 
•trines were permitted in the Lodges. Many noblemen 
and gentlemen were difgufted and left thefe Lodges, and 
advantage was taken of their abfence to improve the 
Lodges ftill more, that is, to make them (till more anar- 
chical and feditious. Numbers of paltry fcribblers who 
haunted the Palais Royal, were admitted into the Lodg- 
es, and there vented their poifonous doQrines. The 
Duke turned his chief attention to the French guards, in- 
troducing many of the privates and inferior officers into 
the obfcure and even the more refpetiable Lodges, fo 
that the officers were frequently difgufted in the Lodges 
by the infolent behaviour of their own foldiers, under 
the rnafk of Mafonic Brotherhood and Equality — -and 
this behaviour became not unfrequent even out of doors. 
He afferts with great confidence that the troops were 
much corrupted by thefe intrigues — and that when they 
fometimes declared, on fervice, that they would not fire 
on their Brethren , the phrafe had a particular reference 
to their Mafonic Fraternity, becaufe they recognifed 
many, of their Brother Mafons in every crowd. — And 
.the corruption was by no means confined to Paris and 
its neighbourhood, but extended to every place in the 
kingdom where there was a Municipality and a Mafon 
Lodge. 

Mr. Lefranc then turns our attention to many peculia I 
rities in the Revolution, which have a refemblance to the 
practices in Free Mafonry. Not only was the arch re- 
bel the Duke of Orleans the Grand Mafter, but the chief 
aftors in the Revolution, . Mirabeau, Condorcet, Ro- 
chefoucault, and others, were diftinguifhed office-bear- 
ers in the great Lodges. He fays that the diftribution 
of France into departments, diftrifils, circles, cantons, 
&c. is perfectly fimilar, with the fame denominations, to 
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a diftribution which he had remarked in the correfpon- 
dence of the Grand Orient.* — The Prefident’s bat in 
the National Affembly is copied from that of a Tres 
Venerable Grand Maitre. — The fcarf of a Municipal 
Officer is the fame with that of a Brother Apprentice.— 
When the Affembly celebrated the Revolution in the 
Cathedral, they accepted of the higheft honors of Ma- 
fonry by palling under the Arch of Steely formed by the 
drawn fwords of two ranks of Brethren. — Alfo it is wor- 
thy of remark, that the National Affembly protected 
the meetings of Free Mafons, while it peremptorily pro- 
hibited every other private meeting. The obligation of 
laying alide all liars, ribbands, croffes, and other ho- 
norable diftinftions under the pretext of Fraternal Equa- 
lity, was not merely a prelude, but was intended as a 
preparation for the deltru&ion of all civil diftin&ions, 
which took place almoll at the beginning of the Revo- 
lution^ — and the JirJl propofal of a fur render, fays Mr. 
Lefranc, was made by a zealous Mafon. — He farther ob- 
ferves, that the horrible and fanguinary oaths, the dag- 
gers, death-heads, crofs-bones, the imaginary combats 
with the murderers of Hifam, and many other gloomy 
ceremonies, have a natural tendency to harden the heart, 
to remove its natural difguit at deeds of horror, and 
have paved the way for thofe Ihocking barbarities which 
have made the name of Frenchman abhorred over all 
Europe. • Thefe deeds were indeed perpetrated by a 
mob of fanatics ; but the principles were promulgated 
and foftered by perfons who ftyle themfelves philofo- 
phers. 

* I cannot help obferving, that it is perfeftly fimilar to the ar- 
rangement and denominations which appear in the fecret corref- 
pondence of the Bavarian Illuminati. 

O 9 
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I fee more evidence of thefe important fa£ts in ano- 
ther book juft publifhed by an emigrant gentleman (Mr. 
Latocnaye.) He confirms my repeated affertions, that 
all _the irreligious and feditious dobtrines were the fub- 
jefls of perpetual harangues in the Mafon Lodges, and 
that all the principles of the Revolution, by which the 
public mind was as it were fet on fire, were nothing but 
enthufiaftic amplifications of the common-place cant of 
Free Mafonry, and arofe naturally out of it. He even 
thinks “ that this mujl cj nccejfity be the cafe in every 
country where the minds of the lower clafies of the State 
are in any way confiderably fretted or irritated ; it is al- 
moft impoffible to avoid being drawn into this vortex, 
whenever a difcontented mind enters into a Mafon 
Lodge. The ftale ftory of brotherly love, which at 
another time would only lull the hearer aileep, now 
makes him prick up his ears, and liften with avidity to 
the filly tale, and he cannot hinder fretting thoughts from 
continually rankling in his mind.” 

Mr. Latocnaye fays exprefsly, “ That notwithftand- 
ing the general contempt of the public for the Duke of 
Orleans, his authority as Grand Mafter of the Mafons 
gave him the greateft opportunity that a feditious mind 
could defire for helping forward the Revolution. He 
had ready to his hand a connefted fyftem of hidden So- 
cieties, protefted by the State, habituated- to fecrecy 
and artifice, and already tinged with the very enthufiafia 
he wifhed to infpire. In thefe he formed political com- 
mittees, into which only his agents were admitted. He 
filled the Lodges with the French guards, whom he cor- 
rupted with money and hopes of preferment; and by 
means of the Abbe Sieyes, and other emiffaries, they 
were harangued with all the fophiftical declamation* .or 
cant of Mafonry,’* 
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Mr. Latocnaye fays, that all this was peculiar to the 
Lodges of the Grand Orient j but that there were many’ 
(not very many, if we judge by the Neuwied almanac, 
which reckons only 289 in all France in 1784, of which 
266 were of the Grand Orient) Lodges who continued 
on the old plan of amufing themfelves with a little fo- 
lemn trifling. He coincides with Mr. Lefranc in the 
opinion that the awful and gloomy rituals of Mafonry, 
and particularly the fevere trials of confidence and fub- 
miflion, mull have a great tendency to harden the. heart, 
and fit a man for atrocious actions. No one can doubt 
Of this who reads the following inftance : 


** A candidate for reception into one of the higheft 
Orders, after having heard many threatenings denounced 
againft all who fhould betray the Secrets of the Order, 
was conducted to a place where he faw the dead bodies 
of feveral who were faid to have fuffered for their trea- 
chery. He then faw his own brother tied hand and foot, 
begging his mercy and interceflion. He was informed' 
that this perfon was about to fuffer the punifhment due 
to this offence, and that it was referved for him (the can- 
didate) to be the inftrument of this juft vengeance, and : 
that this gave him an opportunity of manifefting that he' 
was completely devoted to the Order. It being obferv- 
cd that his countenance gave (igns of inward horror (the 
perfon in bonds imploring his mercy all the while) he 
was told, that in order to 1'pare his feelings, a bandage 
Ihould be put over his eyes. A dagger was then put in- 
to his right hand, and being hood-winked, his left hand 
was laid on the palpitating heart of the criminal, and he 
was then ordered to llrike. He inftantly obeyed ; and 
when the bandage was taken from his eyes, he faw that 
it was a lamb that he had flubbed. Surely fuch trials and 
fuch wanton cruelty are only lit for training confpirators.’’ 
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Mr. Latocnaye adds, that ** wheh he had been initia- 
ted, an old gendeman afked him what he thought of the 
whole ?” He anfwered, “ A great deal of noife, and 
much nonfenfe.” “ Nonfenfe, faid the other, don't 
judge fo ralhly, young man ; I have worked thefe twen- 
ty-five years, and the farther I advanced, it intereftcd me 
the more ; but I flopped fhort, and nothing (hall prevail 
on me to advance a ftep farther.” In another conver- 
fation the gentleman faid, “ I imagine that my ftoppage 
was owing to my refufal about nine years ago, to liften to 
fome perfons who made to me, out of the Lodge, pro- 
pofals which were feditious and horrible; for ever fince 
that time I have remarked, that my higher Brethren treat 
me with a much greater referve than they had done be- 
fore ; and that, under the pretext of further inftruftion, 
they have laboured to confute the notions which I had 
already acquired, by giving fome of the moft delicate 
fubje&sa different turn. I faw that they wanted to re- 
move fome fufpicions which I was beginning to form 
concerning the ultimate fcope of the whole.” 

I imagine that thefe obfervations will leave no doubt 
in the mind of the reader with refpeft to the influence 
of the fecret Fraternity of Free Mafonry in the French 
Revolution, and that he will allow it to be highly pro- 
bable that the infamous Duke of Orleans had, from the 
beginning, entertained hopes of mounting the throne of 
France. It is not my province to prove or difprove 
this- point, only I think, it no lefs evident, from many 
circumftances in the tranfaftions of thofe tumultuous 
days, that the aQive leaders had quite different views, 
and were impelled by fanatical notions of democratic fe- 
licity, or, more probably, by their own ambition to be 
the movers of this vaft machine, to overturn the ancient 
government, and creCl a republic, of which they hoped 
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to be the managers.* Mirabeau had learned when in 
Germany, that the principles of anarchy had been well 
digefted into a fyftem, and therefore wifhed for fome in- 
ftru&ion as to the fubordinate detail of the bufinefs, and 
for this purpofe requelted a deputation from the Illu- 
minati. 

In fuch a caufe as this, we may be certain that no or- 
dinary perfon would be fent. One of the deputies was 
Amelius, the next perfon in the order to Spartacus and 
Philo. His worldly name was Johann. J. C. Bode, at 
Weimar, privy -counfellor to the Prince of Hefle-Darm- 
ftadt (See Fragmente der Biographic des verflorbenes 
Frcyhcrr Bode in Weimar, mit zuverlaffigcn Uriundcn , 
8t»o. Riom. 1795. See alfo Endlichc Shickfall der Frey- 
maurerey, 1794 ; alfo Wiener Zeitfchrijt Jwr 1793.) — • 
This perfon has played a principal part in the whole 
fcheme of Illumination. He was a perfon of confidera- 
ble and fhowy talents as a writer. He had great talents 
for converfation, and had kept good company. With 
refpect to his myftical character, his experience was great. 
He was one of the Templar Mafons, and among them 

* The depofitions at the Ch.itelet, which I have already quoted, 
give repeated and unequivocal proofs, that he, with a confidera- 
ble number of the deputies of the National Affembly, had formed 
this plot before the 5th of October 1 789. That trial was conduc- 
ed in a ftrange manner, partly out of refpeC for the Royal Family, 
which ftill had fome hearts affectionately attached to it, and to the 
monarchy, and partly by reafon of the fears of the members of this 
court. There was now no fafety for any perfon who differed from 
the opinion of the frantic populace of Paris. The chief points of 
accufation were written in a fchedule which is not publifhed, and 
the witnefles were ordered to depofe on thefe in one general Yes or 
or No ; fo that it is only the lea II important part of the evidence 
that has been printed. I am well informed that the whole of it is 
carefully preferved, and will one day appear. 
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was Eque f a Liliis Convallium. He had fpeculated 
much about the origin and hiftory of Mafonry, and when 
at the Willemlbad convention, was converted to Illumi- 
natilin. He was the great inftigator of Nicholai, Ge- 
dicke, and Biefter, to the hunt after Jefuits, which fo 
much occupied them, and fuggefted to Nicholai his jour- 
ney through Germany. Leuchtfenring, whom I men- 
tioned before, was only the letter-carrier between Bode 
and thefe three authors. He was juft fuch a man as 
Weiftiaupt wilhed for ; his head filled with Mafonic fa- 
naticifm, attaching infinite importance to the frivolities 
of Mafonry, and engaged in an enthufiaftic and fruitlefs 
refearch after its origin and hiftory. He had colle&ed, 
however, fuch a number of archives (as they were called) 
of Free Mafonry, that he fold his manufcript to the 
Duke of Saxe Gotha (into whofe fervice Weifhaupt en- 
gaged 'himfelf when he was driven from Bavaria) for 1500 
dahlers. This little anecdote fhows the high importance 
attributed to thefe mattervby perfons of whom we fhould 
expect better things. Bode was alfo a molt determined 
and violent materialift. Bcfides all thefe qualities, fo 
acceptable to the Illuminati, he was a difcontented 
Templar Mafon, having been repeatedly difappointedof 
the preferment which he thought himfelf entitled to. 
When he learned that the firft operations of the Illumi- 
nati were to be the obtaining the foie direflion of the 
Mafon Lodges, and of the whole Fraternity, his hopes 
revived of riling to fome of the Commanderies, which 
his cnthufiafin, or rather fanaticifm, had made him hope 
to fee one day regained by the Order — but when he 
found that the next and favorite objcEi was to root out 
the SiriEl Obfcrvanz altogether, he darted back. But 
Philo faw that the underftanding (fhall we call it) that 
can be dazz.lcd with one whim, may be dazzled w r ith 
another, and he now attached him to Illuminatifm, by a 
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magnificent difplay of a world ruled by the Order, and 
conduced to happinefs by means of Liberty and Equa- 
lity. This did the bufinefs, as we fee by the private 
correfpondence, where Philo informs Spartacus of his 
firft difficulties with Amelius. Amelius was gained over 
in Auguft 1782, and we fee by the fame correfpondence, 
that the greateft affairs were foon entrufted to him — he 
was generally employed to deal with the great. When a 
Graf or a P>aron was to be wheedled into the Order, Ame- 
lius was the agent.* — He was alfo the chief operator in 
air their contefls with the Jcfuits and the Rofycrucians. 
It was alfo Bode that procured the important accefnon 
of Nicholai to the Order. This he brought about 
through Leuclu fenring ; and laflly, his numerous con- 
nections among the Free Mafons, together with Knigge’s 
influence among them, enabled the Illuminati to worm 
themfelves into every Lodge, and at laft gave them al- 
moft the entire command of the Fraternity. 

Such was the firft of the deputies to France. The 
other was a Mr. Bulfche, called in the Order Bayard ; 
therefore probably a man of refpeclable character ; for 
moll of Spartacus’s names were fignifleant, like his own; 
He was a military man, Lieutenant-Colonel in the fervice 
of HelTc-Darmftadt. This man alfo w ; as a dil'contented 
Templar Mafon, and his name in that Fraternity had 
been Eques a Fontibus Eremi. He was Illuminated by 
Knigge. He had alfo been unfuccefsful both at court 
and in the field, in both of w hich fituations he had been 
attempting to make a diflinguifhed figure. He, as well 
‘as Bode, w'ere immerfed in debts. They were therefore 
juft in the proper temper for Cofmo-political enterprife. 

. They went to Paris in the end of 1788, while the 
Notables were fitting, and all Paris was giving advice. 
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The alarm that was raifed about Animal Magnetifm, 
which was indeed making much noife at that time, and 
particularly in Paris, was adigned by them as the great 
motive of the journey. Bode alfo faid that he was anx- 
ious to learn what were the corre&ions made on the fyf- 
lem of the Chevaliers Bicnfaifants. They had taken 
that name at firft, to fcreen themfelves from the charges 
againll them under the name of Templars. They had 
correfled fomething in their fyftem when they took the 
name Philalethes. And now when the fchifms of the 
Philalethes were healed, and the Brethren again united 
under the name of Amis Reunis , he fufpe&ed that Je- 
fuits had interfered ; and becaufe he had heard that the 
principles of the Amis Reunis were very noble, he wilh- 
ed to be more certain that they were purged of every 
thing Jefuitical. 

The deputies accordingly arrived at Paris, and im- 
mediately obtained admiffion into thefe two Fraternities.* 
They found both of them in the ripeft ftate for Illumi- 
nation, having fhaken off all the cabaliftical, chemical, 
and my ftical whims that had formerly difturbcd them, 

* To prevent interruptions, I may juft mention here the autho- 
rities for this journey and co-operation of the two deputies. 

1. Ein ivichtigcr Auffchluft Herein noch tuenig btJsaante VeranUf-. 
Jung der Franxbfchtn Revolution , in the Vienna Zeitlchrift for 1 793 * 

' p. 145. 

2. Endliche Shickfall des Freymaurer-Ordeni, 1794, p. 19. 

3. Neuejle Arleitung dee Spartaeue tend Philo , Munich , 1793* P- l 5 t 
—15 4 - 

4. Hiftorifche Nacbricbten Her die Fremc Revolution 1 79 2 3 4 5 6 7 > von dr- 
tanner, var. loc. 

5. Rcvolutione Almanach fur 1 792—4. Gottingen, var. loc . 

6. Bcytrage xur Biographic dec veijlorbencs Frey-Herr v Bode, 1 794 * 

7. Magaxin dee Litcratur ct Kunfi, for 1792, 3, 4> 4cc. ftcv 
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and would now take up too much of their time. They 
were now cultivating with great zealthe philolophico-po- 
litical dodrines of univerfal citizenfhip. Their leaders," 
to the number of twenty, are mentioned by name in the 
Berlin Monatfchrift for 1785, and among them are fe- 
vieral of the firft aftors in the French Revolution. But 
this is nothing diftin&ive, becaufe perfons of all opi- 
nions were Mafons. ‘ ; 

• The Amis Reunis were little behind the Illuminati in 
every thing that was irreligious and anarchichal, and had 
no inclination for any of the formalities of ritual, &c. 
They were already fit for the higher myfteries, and only 
wanted to learn the methods of bufinefs which had fuc- 
ceeded fo well in fpreading their doftrines and maxims 
over Germany. Befides, their do&rines had not been 
digefted into a fyftem,nor had the artful methods of 
leading on the pupils from bad to worfe been praflifed.’ 
For hitherto, each individual had vented in the Lodges 
his own Opinions, to unburden his own mind, and the 
Brethren liftened for inftru&ion and mutual encourage-' 
ment.- Therefore, when Spartacus’s plan was commu- 
nicated to them, they faw at once its importance, in all 
its branches, fuch as the ufe of the Mafon Lodges, to 
filh for Minervals — the rituals and ranks to entice the 
young, and to lead them by degrees to opinions and 
meafures, which, at firft fight, would have fhocked 
diem. The firm bold which is gotten of the pupils, and 
indeed of all the inferior dalles, by their reports in the 
courfe of their pretended training in the knowledge of 
themfelves and of other men — and, above all, the pro- 
vincial arrangement of the Order, and the clever fubor- 
dination and entire dependence on a feled band or Pan- 
daemonium at Paris, which Ihould infpire and direft the 

fp 
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whole. — I think (although I have not exprefs affertiona 
of the faft) from .the fubfequent condud of the French 
revolters, that even at this early period* there were ma. 
ny in thofe Societies who. were ready to go every length 
propofed to them by the Illuminati, fuch as the aboli. 
tion of royalty and of all privileged orders, as tyrants by 
nature, the annihilation and robbery of the priefthpod, 
the rooting out of Chriftianity, and the imroduftion of 
Atheifm, or a philofophical chimera which they were to 
call Religion. Mirabean had often fpoken of the lad 
branch of the Illuminated principles, and the converfa- 
tions held at Verfailles during the aiyful paufes of the 5th 
of October (which are to be feen in the evidence before 
the Chatelet in the Orleans procefs). can, hardly be fup- 
pofsd to be the fancies of an accidental mob. 

Mirabeau was, as I have laid, at the head of this de- 
mocratic party, and had repeatedly faid, that the only 
ufe of a King was to. ferve as a pageant b* order to give 
weight to public meafures ip the oprnioa pf tfce popu- 
lace. — And Mr. Latocnaye lays, that this party was 
very numerous, and that immediately after the impru- 
dent or madlike invitation of every fcribbler in a garret 
to give his advice, the party did npf, (couple to fpeak. 
their fentiments in public, and that they wore encourag- 
ed in their encomiums op the advantages of a virtuous v 
republican government by. Mr. Necker, whQ had, a mod 
extravagant and childilh predikJftipn, for the conftitution 
of Geneva, the place, of his napyity, and. wap alfp much 
tinged with the Cofmo-political philpfophy of tlje times. 
The King’s brothers, and the. Princes of the. blood, pre- 
fented a memorial to his M^jefty, which cpncluded by 
faying, that “ the effervefeenee of t^e public opinions 
had come to fuch a height that the mod dangerous prin- 
ciples, imported from foreign parts, were avowed in 
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print with perfeft impunity— that his MajeRy had un- 
warily encouraged every fanatic to dictate to him, and 
to fpread his poifonous fentiments, in which the rights 
of the throne were not only difrefpefted, but were even 
difputed — that the rights of the higher claffes in the Rate 
tan a great rilk of being fpeedily fupprefled, and that 
nothing would hinder the facred right of property Froth 
being ere long invaded, and the unequal diftribution of 
Wealth from being thought a proper fubjebl of reform.*’ 

When Rich Was thfe Rate of things in Paris, it is plain 
that the bufinefs of the Gentian deputies would be eafily 
tran fabled. They were received with open arms by thfe 
PhilaielAcs , the Amis di Irh Verity the Social dontfad, 
Act. and in the courfe of a Very few weeks in the end of 
1788, and the beginning of 1789 (that is, before the 
end of March) the whole of the Grand Orient, includ- 
ing the Philttlelhes, Amis Reunis, Martiiiijlcs , See. had 
the fecrets of Illumination communicated to them. Thfe 
operation naturally began with the Great National 
Lodge of Paris, and thofe in immediate dependence on 
it. It would alfo feeth, from many circutn (lances that 
occurred to my obfervation, that the Lodges in Alface 
and Lorraine were illuminated at this time, and not long 
before* as I had imagined. Strdfbufg'f know had been 
illuminated long ago, while Philo was in the Order. A 
circumftancfe Rrikes mfe here as of fome moment. The 
fcQs of Phildldhcs and Amis Reunis were refinements 
engrafted on the fyftem of the Chetaliers Bierifaijants at 
Lyons. Such refinements never fail to be conlidered 
as a fort of herefv, and the profeffors will be beheld 
with a jealous and unfriendly eye by fome, who will 
pride themfelves on adhering to the old faith. And the 
greater the fuccefs of the herefv, the greater will be the 
animofity between the parties. — May not this help to 
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explain the mutual hatred of the Parifians and the Ly- 
onnois, which produced the moft dreadful atrocities ever 
perpetrated on the face of the earth, and made a {ham- 
bles and a defert of the fineft city of France ? 

. The firft proceeding by the advice of the deputies was 
the formation of a Political Committee in every Lodge. 
This committee correfponded with the diftant Lodges, 
and in it were difculfed and fettled all the political prin- 
ciples which were to be inculcated on the members. 
The author of the Neuejle Ariutung fays exprefsly, that 
“ he was thoroughly inftru&ed in this, that it was giveH 
in charge to thefe committees to frame general rules, and 
to carry through the great plan (grand oeuvre) of a ge- 
neral overturning of religion and gpvernment.” The 
principal leaders of the fubfequent Revolution were 
members of thefe committees. Here were the plans 
laid, and they were tranfmitted through the kingdom by 
the Correfponding Committees. 

Thus were the ftupid Bavarians (as the French were 
oncepleafed to call them) their inftru£lors in the art of 
overturning the world. The French were indeed the 
firft who put it in praftice. Thefe committees arofe 
from the Illuminati in Bavaria, who had by no means 
given over working ; and thefe committees produced 
the Jacobin Club. It is not a frivolous remark, that 
the Mafonic phrafe of the perfons who wifti to adarefs 
the Brethren, u ( F. S. je demande la parole , which the 
F. S. reports to the V. G. M. and which he announces 
to the Brethren thus, “ Mes freres,frere tel demande la 
parole , la parole lui ejl accordee(') is exactly copied by 
the Jacobin Club. There is furely no natural connec- 
tion between Free Mafonry and Jacobinifm — but we 
fee the link — Illuminatifm. — 
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The dffice-bearers of one of the Lodges of Philalcthes 
in Paris were Martin , Willermooz (who had been depu- 
ty from the Chevaliers Bienjaifants to the Willemfbad 
Convention) Chappe, Minet, de la Henriere, and Sava- 
tier de I'Ange.* In another (the Contrail Social) the 
political committee confided of La Fayette , Condorcet, 
Pethion , d’ Orleans, Abbe Bertholis, d'Aiguillon , Bailly , 
Marq. de la Salle , Defprefmenil. This partciular Lodge 
had been founded and condufled bv one De Leutre, an 
adventurer and cheat of the firft magnitude, who fome. 
times made a figure, and at other times was without a 
fliilling. At this very time he was a fpy attached to the 
office of the police of Paris. t The Duke of Orleans was 
Warden of the Lodge. The Abbe Sieyes was a Brother 
Orator, but not of this Lodge, nor (I think) of the former. 
It was probably of the one concluded by Mirabeau and 

* Minet was (I think) at this time a player. He was Ton of a 
furgeon at Nantes — robbed his father and fled — enlilled in Holland 
— deferted and became fmuggler — was taken and burnt in • the 
hand — became player, and married an a&refs — then betaine prieft 
'—-and was made Bifhop of Nantes by Couftard in difeharge of a 
debt of L. 500. Mr. Latocnaye often faw Couftard kneel to him 
for benediction. It cannot be fuppofed that he was much venerat- 
eJ in his pontificals in his native city. — It teems Minet, Minet, is 
the call of the children to a kitten — This was prohibited at Nantes, 
fcnd many perfons whipped for the freedom ufed with his name. 

+ He now (or very lately) keeps the beft company, and lives in 
elegance and affluence in London. 

Augur y fchanobates medic us y magus y omnia novit 
Graculus efuriens ; in calum jnJJcnsy ibit.* 

Ingenium velox audacia perditdy fermo 

Prompt us. ■■■ ■ ~ Juvenal. 

* All fcicnces a hungry Frenchman knows. 

And bid him go to hell — to hell he goes. 

Jobnfiii? Transition, 
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the Abbe Perigord. But it appears from the piece from 
which I am at prefent borrowing, that Sieyes was prefent 
in the meetings of both Lodges, probably as vifiting Bro- 
ther, employed in bringing them to common meafures. 
I mult obferve, that the fubfequent conduct of fome of 
thefe men does not juft accord with my conje&ure, that 
the principles of the Illuminati were adopted in their full 
.extent. But we know that all the Bavarian Brethren 
were not equally illuminated, and it would be only co- 
pying their teachers if the clevereft of thefe their feho- 
lars (hould hold a fanSum fanfiorum among themfelves, 
without inviting all to the conference. Obferve too 
that the chief leffon which they were now taking from 
the Germans was the method of doing bufinefs t of manag- 
ing their correfpondence, and of procuring and training 
pupils. A Frenchman does not think that he needs in- 
ftruftion in any thing like principle or fcience. He is 
ready on all occafions to be the inftruQor. 

Thus were the Lodges of France converted in a very 
fliort time into a fet of fecret affiliated focieties, corres- 
ponding with the mother Lodges of Paris, receiving 
from thence their principles and inftruriions, and ready 
to rife up at once when called upon, to carry on tfrfc 
' ■great work of overturning the ftate. 

Hence it has arifen that the French aimed, in the very 
beginning, at overturning the whole world. In all the 
revolutions of other countries, the fchemes and plots 
have extended no farther than the nation where they took 
their rife. But here we have feen that they take in the 
whole world. They have repeatedly declared this in 
their manifeftos, and they have declared it by their con- 
duct. This is the very aim of the Illuminati. — Hence 
top may be explained how the revolution took place al- 
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rooft in a moment in every part of France. The revo- 
lutionary focieties were early formed, and were working 
in fecret before the opening of the National Aflembly, 
and the whole nation changed, and changed again, and 
again, as if by beat of drum. Thofe duly initiated in 
this myftery of iniquity were ready every, where at a calL 
And we fee Weifhaupt’s wifli accomplilhed in an unex- 
pected degree, and the debates in a club giving laws to 
folemn affemblies of the nation, and all France bending 
the neck to the city of Paris. The members of the club 
are Illuminati, and fo are a great part of their correfpon- 
dents.—rEach operates in the ftate as a Minerval would 
do in the Order, and the whole goes on with fyftematic 
regularity. The famous Jacobin Club was juR one of 
thefe Lodges, as has been already obferved ; and as, 
among individuals, one commonly takes the lead, and 
contrives for the reR, fo it has happened on the prefent 
qecafioH, that this Lodge, fupported by Orleans and 
Mirabeau, was the one that Repped forth and (hewed it- 
felf to the world, and thus became the oracle of the par- 
ty ; apd all the reR only echoed its difeourfes, and at 
laR allowed it to give law to the whole, and even to rule 
the kingdom. It is to be remarked too that the found- 
ers of the club at Mentz were Illuminati (Relig. Rege- 
btnh. 1793. p. 448.) before the Revolution, and corref- 
ponded with another Lodge at Stra(bqrg; and thefe two. 
produced mighty effects during the year 1790. In a. 
performance called Memoires Pojihumes de Cufiine it is 
faid that when that. General was bending his courfe to 
Holland* the Illuminati at Stralburg, Worms, and Spire 
immediately formed clubs, and invited him into that 
quarter, and, by going to Mentz and encouraging their 
brethren in that city, they raifed a party againR the gar- 
tifon, and a&ualjy delivered up the place to the French 
3rmy. 
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A little book, juft now printed with the title Pdrogra k 
fhen , fays, that Zimmerman, of whom I have fpokea 
more than once, went to France to preach liberty. He: 
was employed as a miflionary of Revolution in Alface, 
where he had formerly been a moft fuecefsful miflionary 
of llluminatifm. Of his former proceedings the follow-, 
ing is a curious anecdote. - He conne&ed himfelf with a- 
highly accompliflied and beautiful woman, whofe con- 
verfation had fuch charms, that he fays fhc gained him 
near a hundred converts in Spire alone. Some perfons 
of high rank, and great exterior dignity of chara£ter r had- 
felt more tender impreflions — and when the lady inform- 
ed them of certain confequences to their reputation, 
they were glad to compound rnatters with her friend Mr. 
Zimmerman, who either pafled for her hufband, or took 
the fcandal on himfelf. He made above 1500 Louis- 
d’ors in this way. When he returned, as a preacher of 
Revolution, he ufed to mount the pulpit with a fabre in 
his hand, and bawl out, “ Behold, Frenchmen, this is 
your God. This alone can lave you.” The author 
adds, that when Cuftine broke into Germany, Zimmer- 
man got admiflion to him, and. engaged to deliver Man- 
heim into his hands. To gain this purpofe, he offered 
to fet fome corners of the city on fire, and allured him of 
fupport. Cuftine declined the offer. — -Zimmerman ap- 
peared againft him before the Revolutionary Tribunal,, 
and accufed him of treachery to his caufe. — Cuftine’s 
anfwer is remarkable. “ Hardly,” faid he, “ had I fet 
my foot in Germany, when this man, and all the fools of 
his country, befieged me, and would have delivered up 
to me their towns and villages — What occafion had I to : 
do any thing to Manheim, when the Prince was neutral?” 
Zimmerman found his full account in Robefpierre’s 
bloody fway— but the fpurt of his atrocities was alfptbe 
whole of Zimmerman’s career. He was arrefted,.but 
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again liberated, and foon after again imprifoned, after 
which I can learn no more of him. The fame thing is 
pofitively aliened in another performance, called Cri de 
la Raifon, and in a third, called Les Mafques arrachees. 
Obferve too, that it is not the clubs merely that are ac- 
cufed of this treachery, but the Illuminati. De la Me - 
therie alfo, in his preface to the Journal de Phyjlque for 
1790, fays exprefsly that “ the caufe and arms of France 
were powerfully fupported in Germany by a feft of phi- 
lofophers called the Illuminated.” In the preface to 
the Journal for 1792, he fays, that “ Letters and de- 
putations were received by the Aflembly from feveral 
Correfponding Societies in England, felicitating them 
on the triumph of Reafon and Humanity, and promifing 
them their cordial affiftance.” He read fome of thefe 
manifefts, and fays, that “ one of them recommended 
llrongly the political education of the children, who 
Ihould be taken from the parents, and trained up for the 
Hate." Another lamented the baleful influence of pro- 
perty, faying that ** the efforts of the Aflembly would 
be fruitlefs, till the fence was removed with which . the 
laws fo anxioufly fecured inordinate wealth. They 
Ihould rather be direfted to the fupport of talents and 
virtue > becaufe property would always fupport itfelf by 
the too great influence which it had in every corrupted' 
ftate. The laws fhoukl prevent the too great accumu- 
lation of it in particular families.” — In fhort, the coun- 
fcl was almoft verbatim what the Abbe Cofiandey de- 
clared to have been the doftrine preached in the meetings 
of the Illuminati, which terrified him and his colleagues, 
and made them quit the Affociation. Anacbarfis Cloots, 
bom iii Pruflian Weflphalia, a keen Illuminatus, came 
to Paris for the exprefs purpofe of forwarding the great 
work,' and by intriguing in the ftyle of the Order, he 
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got himfelf made one of tbe Reprefentatives of the Na-> 
tion. He feems to have been one of the completed fa- 
natics in Cofmo-politifro, and juft, fuch a tool as Weif- 
haupt would choofe to employ for a coarfe and arduous, 
job. He broke out at once into all the filly extrava^ 
gance of tbe unthinking herd, and his whole language is 
juft the jargon of Illumination. Citizen of the World 
— Liberty and Equality, the inaprefcriptible Rights of 
Man— -Morality, dear Morality— Kings and Priefts are 
ufelefs things— they are Defpots and Corrupters, Arc.— » 
He declared himfelf an atheift, and zealoufty laboured 
to have atheifm eftabliihed by law. He conduced that 
farcical proceffioo in tbe true ftyle of the moft chihlifti 
fitual of Philo, where counterfeited deputies from all 
quarters of the world, in the dreffes of their countries, 
came to congratulate the nation for its. victory over 
Kings and Priefts. It is alio worthy of remark, that by 
this timq Leuchtienring, wham we have fees fo zealous 
an Illuminatus, after having been as zealous a Protef- 
tant, tutor of Princes, Hofrath and Hofmeifter, was 
now a fecretary or clerk in one of the Bureaus of tbe 
National Aifembly of France. 

I may add as a fini&ing touch, that the National Af- 
fembly of France was the only body of men that I have 
ever heard of who openly and fyftematicaUy propofed 
to employ aifalfination, and to inftitute a band of patri. 
ots, who fhould exercife this profeffion either by fword, 
piftol, .or poifon and though the propofal was not 
completed, it might be confidered as the fentiments of 
the meeting; for it was only delayed till it ftould be 
confidered how far it might not be imprudent, becaufe 
they might expeft reprifals. The Abbe Dubois enga- 
ged to poifon the Coipte d’ArtQjs; but wag himfelf rob- 
bed and poifoned by hjs accomplices,— There were 
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ftrong reafons for thinking that the Emperor 6f Derma* 
ny was poi Coned— and ' that Mjrabeau was thus tricked 
by his pupil Orleans, alfo Madame de F avras and he* 
fon. — This was copying the Illuminati very carefully. . 

After all thefe particulars, can any perfon have 4 
doubt that the Order of Illuminati formally interfered in 
the French .Revolution,, and contributed greatly to its 
progrefs ? There is no denying the infolence and oppref- 
fion of the Grown and the Nobles, nor the mifery and 
flavery of the people, nor that there were fufficient pro* 
vacation and caufe for a total change of meafurea and of 
principles. But the rapidity with which one opinion 
was declared.in every corner, and that opinion as quickly 
changed, and the change announced every where, and 
the perfect conformity of the principles, and famenefe 
of the language, even in arbitrary trifles, can hardly be 
explained in any other way. It n»ay indeed be fa id, 
■“ que les beaux genies fe rencontrent — that wits jump; 
The principles are the fame, and the conduft of the 
• French has been fuch asthe Illuminati would have exhi- 
bited ; but this is all — the Illuminati no longer exifted.’’ 
Enough has been faid on this laft point already. — The 
faQs are as have been narrated. The Illuminati conti- 
nued as an Order , and even held affemblies, though 
not fo frequently nor fo formally as before, and though 
their Areopagus was no longer at Munich. But let us 
hear what the French themfelves thought of the .matter. 

In 1789, or the beginning of 1790, a manijejl was 
fent from the Grand National Lodge of Free Ma- 
'fons (fo it is entitled) at Paris , fgnod by the Duke of Or- 
leans as Grand Majler , adirejfed and fent to the Lodges 
■ in all the ref pcclablc cities of Europe , exhorting them to 
-'Unite for the fupporl of the French Revolution , to gain it 
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friends , defenders , and dependents ; and according to 
their opportunities , and iAs pr amicability of the thing, to 
kindle and propagate the fpirit of revolution through all 
lands. This is a moft important article, and defervesa 
very ferious attention. I got it firft of all in a work cal- 
led, Hochjle xoichtige Erinnerungenzur rechteh Zeit uber 
einige der oiler or nflhaf teflon Angelegenheiten diefes Zeit- 
alters , von L. A. Hoffmann, Vienna, 1795. 

- 'The author of this work fays, “ That' every thing be 
-advances in thefe memorandums is confident with his 
own perfonal .knowledge, and that he is ready to ^ve 
convincing proofs of them to any refpe&able perfon who 
will apply to him perfonally. He has already given 
fuch convincing documents to the Emperor, and to fe- 
deral Princes, that many of the machinatioos occafion- 
ed by this manifefto have been v dete&ed and flopped; 
and he would have no fcruple at laying the whole before 
the public, did it not unavoidably involve feveral worthy 
-perfons who had fuffered themfelves to be milled, and 
-heartily repented of their errors." He is naturally (be- 
ing a Catholic) very fevere on the Proteftants (and in- 
deed he has much reafon) and by this has drawn on him- 
felf many bitter retorts. He has however defended hiffi- 
felf againftall that are of any confequehce to his good 
name and veracity, in a manner that fully convinces any 
.impartial reader, and turns to the confufion of the flan- 
derers. 

Hoffmann fays, that ** he faw fome of thofe manifefls; 
•that they were not all of one tenor, fome being addref 
fed to friends, of whofe fupport they were already allur- 
ed.” One very important article of their contents is 
Earnefl exhortations to ejlahlijh in every quarter fetrtt 
•fchools of political education, and fihools for the public 
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education of the children of the people , under the direction 
of well-principled maflers ; and offers of pecuniary afftf- 
tancefor this pvrpofe , and for the encouragement of wri- 
ters in favor of the Revolution, and for indemnifying the 
patriotic bookfcUcrs who fuffer by their endeavours to fup- 
prefs publications which have an oppofite tendency . We 
know very well that the immenfe revenue of the Duke 
of Orleans was fcattered among all the rabble of the Pa- 
lais Royal. Can we doubt of its being employed in this 
manner? Our doubts mull vanifh, when we fee that 
not long after this it was publicly faid in the National 
AffemWy “ that this method .was the moil effectual for 
accompliihing their purpofe of fetting Europe in a 
.flame.” < “ But much expence,” fays the fpeaker, “ will 
attend it, and much has already been employed, which 
cannot be named, becaufeitisgiven in fecret.” The 
Aflembly had given the Illumination war-hoop— Peace 
with cottages , but wat with palaces.” — A pouvoir revolu- 
tiannaire is mentioned, which fuperfedes all narrow 
•thoughts, all ties of morality. Lequinio publifhes the 
•moft doteilable book that ever iffued from a printing 
prefs, Les Prejuges vaincus , containing all the princi- 
ples, and expreffed in the very words of Uluminatifm. 

« Hoffmann fays, that the F rench Propaganda load many 
emiffaries in Vienna, and many Friends whom he could 

• point out. Mirabeau in particular had many connections 
in Vienna, and to the certain knowledge of Hoffmann, 
carried on a great correfpondence in cyphers. The 

• progrefs of Illumination had been very great in the Auf- 
ftrian States, and a.ftatefman gave him accounts of their 

-1 proceedings (qui font rtdrejjer les cheveux) which make 
one’s hair Hand on end. “ I no longer wonder,” fays 

• he, “ that the Neuejle Arbutung dcs Spartacus und Philo 

• was forbidden. O ye almighty Illuminati , what can 
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you not accompliih by your ferpent-like infmuation and 
cunning!” Your leaders fay, “ This book is danger, 
ous, becaufe it will teach wicked men the moil refined 
methods of rebellion, and it mult never gel into the 
hands of the common people. They have faid fo with 
the mod impudent face to fome Princes, who did not 
perceive the deeper -laid reafon for fuppreffing the book. 
The leaders of the Illuminati are, not without reafon, in 
anxiety, left the inferior claffes of their own Society 
fhould make juft reprifals for having been fo bafely 
tricked, by keeping them back, and in profound ignot- 
rance of their real defigys j and for working on them, 
by the very goodnefs of their hearts, to their final ruin t 
and left the Free Mafons, whom they have alfo abufed, 
fhould think of revenging themfelves, when the matchlefs 
villany of their deceivers has been fo clearly expofed. 
It is in vain for them to talk of the danger of inftru&ing 
the people in the methods of fomenting rebellion by this 
book. The aims are too apparent, and even in the 
neighbourhood'' of Regenfburg, where the flrength of the 
Illuminati lay, every perfon faid aloud, that the Illumi- 
natifm difcovered by this book was High Treafon, and 
the mod unheard-of attempt to annihilate every religion 
and every civil government.” He goes on : “ In 1790 
•I was as well acquainted with the fpirit of the IUumina- 
tion-fyftem as at prefent, but only not fo documented by 
their conftitutional ad.s, as it is now by the Neujli Ar- 
leiiung des Spartacus und Philo. My mafonic connec- 
tions were formerly extenfive, and my publication enti- 
tled Eighteen Paragraphs concerning Free Mafonry , 
procured me more acquaintance with Free Mafons of 
the greateft worth, and of Illuminati equally upright^ 
perfons of refpe&ability and knowledge, who had difco- 
vered and repented the trick and inveigling condud of 
the Order, All of us jointly fwore oppolition to the U- 
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hminati , and my friends confidered me as aqjroper in- 
ftrument for this purpofe. To whet my zeal, they put 
papers into my hands which made me fhudder, and raif- 
ed niy diflike to the higheft pitch. I received from them 
lifts of the members, and among them faw names which. 

I lamented exceedingly. Thus ftood matters in 1 790, 
when the French Revolution began to take a ferious 
turn. The intelligent faw in the open fyftem of the Ja-» 
cobins the complete hidden fyftem of the Illuminati. 
We knew that this fyftem included the whole world in 
its aims, and France was only the place of its firft explo-' 
fion. The Propaganda works in every corner to this 
hour, and its emilfaries run about in all.the four quarters, 
of the world, and are to be found in numbers in every 
city that is a feat of government.” 

■ “ He farther relates how they in Vienna wanted tc/ 
cnlift him, and, as this failed, how they have abufed him' 
Oven in the foreign newfpapers. 

** I have perfonal knowledge (continues he) that in 
Germany a fecond Mirabeau, Mauvillon, had propofed 
in detail a plan of revolution, entirely and precifely fuit- 
ed to the prefent ftate of Germany. This he circulated , 
among feveral Free Mafon Lodges, among all the Illu- 
minated Lodges which ftill remained in Germany, and 
through the hands of all the emilfaries of the Propagan-> 
da, who had been already difpatched to the frontiers 
(vorpojhn) of every diftrift of the empire, with means 
for ftirring up the people.” (N. B. in 1792 Mauviilon, 
finding abundant fupport and encouragement in the "ap- 
pearance of things round him, when the French arms 
had penetrated every where, and their invitations to re- 
volt had met - with fo hearty a reception from the difcon- 
teoted in every ftate, came boldly .forward, and, in the 
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Brunfwick Journal for March 1792, declared that 
heartily rejoiced in the French Revolution, wilhed it all 
luccefs, and thought himfelf liable to no reproach when 
he declared his hopes that a fimilar revolution would 
fpeedily take place in Germany.”) 

. In the Hamburgh Political Journal, Augull, Sep. 
teraber, and October 1790, there are many proofs of 
the machinations of emiilaries from the Mafon Lodges of 
Paris among the German Free Mafons— See pages 836, 
963, 1087, &c. It appears that a club has taken the 
name of Propaganda , and meets once a-week at leaft, 
in the form of a Mafon Lodge. It conlifts of perfons 
o.f all nations, and is under the direction of the Grand 
Mailer, the Duke of Orleans. De Leutre is one of the 
Wardens. They have divided Europe into colonies, to 
which they give revolutionary names, fuch as the Cap y 
die Pile, . the . Lantern , &c. They haye minifters in 
thefe colonies. ( One is pointed out in Saxony, by 
marks which I prefume are well underftood.) A fecret 
prefs was found in Saxe Gotha, fumilhed with German 
types, which printed a feditious work, called the Jour- 
nal of Humanity. This journal was found in the room- 
ings lying in the ftreets and highways. • The houfe be- 
longed to an Illuminatus of the natpe of Duport, a poor 
fchoolmafter — he was affociated with another in Straf- 
burg, who was alfo an Illuminatus . — His name was 
Meyer, the writer of the Strafburg Newfpaper. He 
had been fome time a teacher in Salzmann’s academy* 
who we fee was alfo an Illuminatus , but difpleafed with 
their proceedings almolt at the firft. (Private Corref- 
pondence.) 

“ I have perfonal knowledge (continues Profeflor 
Hoffmann) that in 1791, during the temporary dearth at 
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Vienna, feveral of thefe emiflaries were bufy in corrupt- 
ing the inintis of the poorj by telling them that in like 
manner the court had produced a famine in Paris in 1789! 

I detefted fome of them, and expofed them in my Pa- 
triotic Remarks on the prefent Dearth , and had the fa- 

tisfaftion of feeing my endeavours of confiderable efteft.” 

»■ 

, Surely thefe fafts fhbw that the Anarchifts of France 
knew of the German Illuminati, and confided in their 
fupport. They alfo knew to what particular Lodges 
they could addrefs themfelves with fafety and confix 
dence. — But what need is there of more argument, wheii 
we know the zeal of the Illuminati, and the unhoped for 
opportunity that the Revolution had given them of aft . 
irtg with immediate- effeft in’carryirig on their great And 
darling work ? • Gan we doubt that they would eagerly 
put their hand to the plough ? And, to complete the 
proof, do we not know from the lifts found in the fecTct 
correfpondence of the Order, that they already jhad 
Lodges in France, And that in 1790 and 1791, rhsfny 
Illuminated Lodges in Germany, viz. at Merrtz, W ormsi 
Spire, Frankfort, aftually interfered, and produced 
great effefts. ■ In- Switzerland too- they were' no lefs ac- 
tive. They had Lodges at Geneva and at Bern. At 
Bern two Jacobins Were' fentiftced to feveral years' im .’ 
prifontnent, and among their papePs were found their 
patents of Illumination. I alfo fee the fate of Geneva 
aferibed to the operations Of IHUrftm&ti refiding there by 
feveral wfiters-^partieularly by Girtanner, and by thA 1 
Gottingen editor of the Revolution Almanac. 

* > : 

I conclude this article with an extraft or two from 
the proceedings of the National Aflembly and Conven- 

... ft r 
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tion, which make it evident that their principle* and their 
practice are precifely thofe of the Illuminati, on a great 
fcale. 

• When the aflumption of the Duchy of Savoy as an 
84th Department was debated, Danton faid to the Con- 
vention, 

■ “ In the moment that we fend freedom to a nation 

; 

on our frontier, we mult fay to them, You mult have no 
more Kings — for if we are furrounded by tyrants, their 
coalition puts our own freedom in danger. — When the 
French nation fent us hither, it created a great commit- 
tee for the general infurrefction of the people.” 

On the 1 9th of November 179a, it was decreed, 
“ That the Convention, in the name of the French na- 
tion, tenders help and fraternity to all people who would 
recover their liberty.” 

On the still of November, the Prefident of the Con- 
vention faid to the pretended deputies of the Duchy of 
Savoy, ** Reprefentatives of an independent people, 
important to mankind was the day when the National 
Convention of France pronounced its fentence, Royal 
dignity is abolijhei. — From that day many nations will 
in future reckon the era of their political exiftence. — 
From the beginning of civil eftablilhments Kings have 
been in oppolition to their nations — but now they rife 
up to annihilate Kings. — Reafon, when (he darts her 
rays into every corner, lays open eternal truths — She 
alone enables us to pafs fentence on defpots, hitherto 
the fcare-crow of other nations.” ' ; 

But the molt diftinft exhibition of principle is to be 
feen in a report from the. diplomatic committee, who 
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we re commiffioned to deliberate on the condu£l which 
France was to hold with other nations. On this report 
was founded the decree of the 15th of December 1793. 
The Reporter addreffes the Convention as follows. 

<c The Committees of Finance and War alk in the be : 
ginning. What is the objeft of the war which we have 
taken in hand? Without all doubt the objeft is the 

ANNIHILATION OF ALL PRIVILEGES, WAR WITH 
THE PALACES, PEACE WITH THE COTTAGES. Tbefe 
are the principles on which your declaration oj war is 
founded. All tyranny, all privilege, mud be treated as 
an enemy in the countries where we fet our Toot. This 
is the genuine refult of our principles. — But it is not 
with Kings alone that we are to wage war-— were thefe 
our foie enemies, we fhould only have to bring down 
ten or twelve heads. We have to fight with all their ac- 
complices, with the privileged orders, who devour and 
have oppreffed the people during many centuries.. 

We mull therefore declare ourfelves for a revolution- 
ary power in all the countries into which we enter (loud 
applaufes from the Aflembly) — Nor need we put on the 
•cloak of humanity — we difdain fuch little arts.— We 
mull clothe ourfelves with all the brilliancy of rcafon, 
and all the force of the nation. We need not mafk our 
principles — the defpots know them already. The firft 
thing we -mult do is to ring the alarum "bell, for infurrec- 
tionand uproar. — We mirft, in a folemn manner, let 
the people fee the banilhment of their tyrants and privi- 
leged calls— otherwife, the people, accultomed to their 
fetters, will not be able to break their bonds. — It will 
effe£t nothing, merely to excite a riling of the people — 
this would only be giving them words inftead of Handing 
•by them. 
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“ And fince, in this manner, we otirfelvesare the Re- 
volutionary Aminiftration, all that is againft the rights of 
the people mud be overthrown, at our entry— We muft 
difplay our principles by actually deftroying all tyranny; 
and bur generals, after having chafed away the tyrants 
and their {Satellites, mud proclaim to the. people .that 
they have brought them happinefs ; and then, on thp 
fpot, they mull fupprefs tithes, feudal rights, and every 
fpecies of feryitude.” 

* c But we ihall have done nothing if we flop here, 
Ariftocracy ftill domineers — we mud therefore fupprefs 
all authorities exifting in the hands of the upper clafles, 
— When the Revolutionary Authority appears, .therf 
mud nothing of the old eftablifhjnent remain. — A por 
pular fyfteno mud be introduced,— every office rauft be 
occupied by new functionaries — and the . Sanfculottes 
mull every where have a ffiare in the Administration. 

“ Still nothing is done, till we declare aloud the prt- 
cijion of our principles to fuch as want only. a. half free- 
dom.— We mu ft fay to them — If you think, of compror 
mifmg with the privileged cafts, we cannot fuffer fuch 
dealing with tyrants — They are our enemies, and we 
muft treat them as enemies, becaufe they are neither for 
Liberty nor Equality.— Show yourfelves difpofed to re- 
ceive a free conftitution — and the Convention will not 
only (land by you, but will give you permanent fup T 
port ; we will defend you againft the vengeance of your 
tyrants, againft their attacks, and againft their return.— 
Therefore abolifh from among you the Nobles — and 
every ecclefiaftical and military incorporation. They 
are incompatible with Equality. — Henceforward you 
are citizens, all equal in rights — equally called upon to 
rule, to defend, and to ferve your country. — The agents 


— i Digitized by L^ooQle^ 



THE FRENCH; REVOLUTION’. 


3*5 


of the French Republic will inftruCt and aflift you m 
forming a free conltkution, and allure you of happinelji 
and fraternity.” 

This Report wa^ loudly applauded, and a decree 
formed in. precife conformity to ils principles.— Both 
were ordered, to be trap dated into all languages, and co- 
pies to be furnilhed to their generals, with orders to have 
them carefully' difperfed in the countries which they 1 in- 
vaded. 

And, in completion of thefe decrees, their armies 
found it eafy to colJeft as many dilcQQtented or worth- 
lefs perfons in any country as fufficed for fetting up a 
tree of liberty. This they held as a fufficient call for 
their interference." — Sometimes they performed this ce- 
remony themfelves— a reprefentation was eafily made 
up in the fame way — and then, under the name of a free 
conllitution, the nation was forced to acquiefce in a form 
diftated at the point of the bayonet, in which they had 
not the fmalleft liberty to choofe — and they were plun- 
dered of all they had, by way of compenfating to Francq 
for the trouble Ihe had taken. — And this they call Li. 
berty. — It needs nO comment. — * 

Thus I have attempted to prove that the prefent aw. 
ful fituation of Europe, and the general fermentation of 
the public mind in all nations, have not been altogether 
the natural operations of difeontent, opprcITion, and mo, 
ral corruption, although thefe have been great, and have 
operated with fatal energy ; but that this political fever 
has been carefully and fyftematically heightened by bo, 
dies of men, who profelfed to be the phylicians of the 
State, and, while their open pradice employed cooling 
medicines, and a treatment which all approved, adminil- 
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tered in fecret the raoft inflammatory poifons, •which thejr 
made up fe as to flatter the difeafed fancy of the patient. 
Although this was not a plan begun, carried on, and 
completed by the fame perfons, it was undoubtedly an 
uniform and confident fcheme, proceeding on the fame 
unvaried principle, and France undoubtedly now (marts 
under all the woes of German Illumination. 

I beg leave to fuggeft a few thoughts, which may ena- 
ble us to draw fome advantage from this (hocking mats 
of information. 


General RejleBions. 

I. I may obferve, in the JirJl place, and I beg it may 
be particularly attended to, that in all thofe villainous 
machinations againft the peace of the world, the attack 
has been firft made on the principles of Morality and 
Religion. The confpirators faw that till thefe are ex- 
tirpated, they have no chance of fuccefs ; and their man- 
ner of proceeding (hews that they confider Religion and 
Morality as infeparably conne€led together. We learn 
much from this — Fas ejl et ab hojlc doceri . — They en- 
deavour to deftroy our religious fentiments, by firft cor- 
rupting our morals. They try to inflame our paflions, 
that when the demands from this quarter become urgent, 
the rellraints of Religion may immediately come in fight, 
and (land in the way. They are careful, on this occa- 
fion, to give fuch a view of thofe rellraints, that the real 
origin of them does not appear. — We are made to be- 
lieve that they have been altogether the contrivance of 
Priefts and defpots, in order to get the command of us. 
They take care to'' fupport thefe aflertions by feels* 
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which, to our great fhame, and greater misfortune, are 
but too numerous. — Having now the paflfions on their 
fide, they find no difficulty in perfuading the voluptuary* 
or the difcontented, that tyranny adually exerted, or 
refolved on in future, is the foie origin of religious re- 
straint. He feeks no further argument, and gives him- 
felf no trouble to find any. Had he examined .the mat- 
ter with any care, he would find himfelf juft brought 
back to thofe very feelings of moral excellence and mo- 
ral depravity that he wifhes to get rid of altogether ; and 
thefe would tell him that pure Religion does not lay a 
fingle reftraint on us that 3 npble nature would not have 
laid on itfelf — nor enjoins a fingle duty which an ingenu- 
ous and warm heart would not be alhamed to find itfelf 
deficient in. He would then fee that all the lan&ions 
of Religion arc fitted to his high rank in the fcale of ex- 
iftence. And ffie more he contemplates his future prof- 
peQs, the more they brighten upon his view, the more 
attainable they appear, and the more he is able to know 
what they may probably be. Having attained this hap- 
py ftate of mihd (an attainment in the power of any kind 
heart that is in earneft in the enquiry) he will think that 
no punifhment is too great for the unthankful and grove- 
ling foul which can forego fuch hopes, and rejeft thefe 
noble proffers, for the comparatively frivolous and tran- 
litory gratifications of life. He is not frightened into 
worthy and virtuous conduct by fears of fuch merited 
punifhment ; but, if not enticed into it by his high ex- 
pectations, he is, at leaf!, retained in the paths of vir- 
tue by a kind of manly fhame. 

Rut all this is overlooked, or is kept out of fight, in 
the inflru&ions of llluminatifm. In thefe the eye mull 
be kept always directed to the Defpot. This is the bug- 
bear, and every thing is made to conned with prefentor 
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future tyranny and oppreffion — Therefof-e Religion i's 
held out as a combination of terrors — the invention of 
the ftate -tools, the priefts. But it is not eafy to ftifle 
the fuggellions of Nature — therefore no pains are fpared 
to keep them down, by encreafing the uncertainty and 
doubts which arife in the courfe of all fpeculations on 
fuch fubjefts. Such difficulties occur in all feientific 
difeuffions. — Here they mull be numerous and embar- 
rafling — for in this enquiry we come near the firft prin- 
ciples of things, and the firft principles of human know- 
ledge. The geometer does not wonder at iniftakes even 
in his fcience, the moft fimple of all others. Nor does 
the mechanic or the chemift rejeft all his fcience, becaufe 
he cannot attain clear conceptions of fome of the natur- 
al relations which operate in the phenomena under his 
confideration. Nor do any of thefe ftudents of nature 
brand with the name of fool, or knave, or bigot, another 
perfon who has drawn a different conclufion from the 

phenomenon.-' In one point they all agree— they find 

themfelves poffeffed of faculties which enable them to 
fpeculate, and to difeover ; and they find, that the ope- 
ration of thofe faculties is quite unlike the things which 
they contemplate by their means — and they feel a fatis- 
fa ftion in the pojjefjicn of them , and in this diftinflion.— — 
But this feems a misfortune to our Illuminators. I have 
long been ftruck with this. If by deep meditation I have 
folved a problem which has baffled the endeavours of 
others, 1 fliould hardly thank the perfon who convinced 
me that my Cuccefs was entirely owing to the particular 
ftate of my health, by which my brain was kept free from 
many irritations to which other perfons are expofed. 
Yet this is the conduft of the Illuminated — They are 
abundantly fclf-conceited j and yet they continually em 
deavour to deftroy all grounds of felf-eftimalion. — They 
rejoice in every difeoverv that is. reported to them of 
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fume refemblance, unnoticed before, between mankind 
and the inferior - creation, and would be happy to find 
that the refemblance is complete. It is very true, Mr. 
Pope’s “ Poor Indian, with untutor’d mind,” bad no 
objection to his dog’s going to heaven with him ; 

" And thinks, admitted to that equal Iky, 

M His faithful dog (hall bear his company.” 

This is not an abjeft, but it is a modell fentiment. 
But our high-minded philofophers, who, with Beatrice 
in the play, “ cannot brook obedience to a wayward 
piece of marl,” if it be in the .fliape of a Prince, have 
far other notions of the matter. Indeed they are not yet 
agreed about it. Mr. de la Metherie hopes, that before - 
the enlightened Republic of France has got into its 
teens, he (hall be able to tell his fellow-citizens, in his 
Journal de Phyjiquc , that particular form of cryftalliza- 
tion which men have been accuftomcd to call God.— 
Dr. Prieftly again- deduces all intelligence from elaftic 
undulations, and will probably think, that his own great 
difcoveries have been the quiverings of fome fiery marfh 
niafma. While Pope’s poor Indian hopes to take his 
dog to heaven with him, thefe Illuminators hope to die 
like dogs, and that both foul and body fhall be as if 
they never had been. 

Is not this a melancholy refult of all our Illumina-* 
tion ? It is of a piece with the termination of the ideal 
Philofophy, viz. profelfed and total ignorance. Should 
not this make tis Hart back and hefitate, before we pout 
like wayward children at the rubs of civil fubordination, 
and before we make a facrifice to o'Ur ill humour of all 
that we value ourfelves for ? Does it not carry ridicule 
and abfurdity in its forehead ? — Such aflertions of per- 
. S & - • • 
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fpnal worth and dignity (always excepting Princes and 
priefts) and fuch abjecl acknowledgements of worthlelf- 
nefs. — Does not this, of itfelf, Ihow that there is fome 
radical fault in the whole ? It has all arifen from, what 
they have called Illumination^ and this turns out to be. 
worfe than darknefs — But we alfo know that it has all 
arifen from felf-conceited difeontent, and that it has 
been brought to its prefent Rate by the rage of fpecula- 
tion. We may venture to put the queftion to airy man’s 
confcience- — -whether difeontent did not precede bis 
doubts about his own nature, and whether he has not 
encouraged the train of argument that tended to degrade 
him. “Thy wifh was father, Harry, to that thought.” 
7— Should not this make us diftruft, at leaft, the opera*. 
*ion$ of this faculty of our mind, and try, to moderate 
and check this darling propenfity ? It feem$ a misfor- 
tune of the age — for we fee that it is a natural fource of 
difturbance and revolution. But here it will be imme- 
diately faid, “ What, muft we give over thinking— be 
no longer rational creatures, and believe every lie that 
ifi told us ?” By no means. Let us be rtaUy - rational 
creatures— and, taught by experience, let us, in all our 
fpeculations on fubje&s which engage the palfions, guard 
Q.urfelves. with the moft anxious care againft the rifk of 
having our judgments warped by our defires. There is 
no propenfity of our nature of which the proper and mo- 
del! indulgence is not beneficial to man, and which is 
not hurtful, when this indulgence is ,carried too far. 
And if we candidly perufe the page of biftory, we fhall 
he convinced that the abufe is great in proportion as the 
fubjeft is important. What has been fo ruinoufly per- 
.verted as the religious principle ? What horrid fuperfti* 
tion has it not produced ? The. Reader will not, I hope, 
take it amifs that I prefutpe to direct: his attention to 
fome maxims \rhich ought,to_conduCl a prudent man in 
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his indulgence of a fpeculative difpofition, and apply 
them to the cafe in hand. 

• Whoever will for a while call off his attention from 
the common affairs of life, the Curee hominum, et rerum 
pondus inane , and will but reflect a little on that won- 
derful principle within him, which carries him over the 
whole univerfe, and (hows him its various relations— 
Whoever alfo remarks what a lefs than nothing he is, 
when compared with this unmeafureable fcene— Who- 
ever does this, cannot but feel an inexpreflible pleafure 
in the contemplation.— He mult rife in his own eftima- 
tion, and be difpofed to cherilh with fondnefs this prin- 
ciple which fo eminently raifes him above all around 
him. Of all the fources of human vanity this is furely 
the mod manly, the mod excufable, and the mod likely 
to be extravagantly indulged.— We may be certain that 
it will be fo indulged, and that men will frequently fpe- 
culate for the fake of fpeculation alone, and that they 
will have too much confidence in the refults of this favo- 
rite occupation.— As there have been ages of indolent 
and abjetl credulity and fuperdition, it is next to cer- 
tain that there are alfo times of wild and extravagant fpe- 
culation— and when we fee it becoming a fort of general 
paflion, we may be certain that this is a cafe in point. 

• This can hardly be denied to be the charaQer of the 
prefent day. It is not denied. On the contrary it is 
gloried in, as the prerogative of the 1 8th century. All 
the fpeculations of antiquity are confidered as glimmer- 
ings (with the exceptions of a few brighter flafmsj when 
compared with our prefent meridian fplendor. We 
Ihould therefore lilten with caution to the inferences 
bom this boafled Illumination. Alfo, when we reflect 
°n what paffes in our own minds, and on what we ob- 
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ferve in the world, of the mighty influence of our de-’ 
fires and paffions on our judgments, we fhould care- 
fully notice whether any fuch warping of the belief is 
probable in the prefent cafe. That it is fo isalmoft cer- 
tain — for the general and immediate effeft of this Illu- 
mination is to leflen or remove many reftraints which 
the fanQions of religion lay on the indulgence of very 
ftrong paffions, and to diminifh our regard for a certain 
purity or correftnefs of manners, which religion recom- 
mends, as the only conduft fuited to our noble natures, 
and as abfolutely neceflary for attaining that perfeftion 
and bappinefs of which we are capable. — For furely if 
we take away religion, it will be wifdom “ to eat and to 
drink, fince to-morrow we die.” If moreover,, we fee 
this Illumination extolled above all fcience, as friendly 
to virtue, as improving the heart, and as producing a 
juft morality, which will lead to happinefs, both for 
ourfelves and others, but perceive at the fame time that 
thefe affertions are made at the expence of principles, 
which our natural feelings force us to venerate as fu- 
preme and paramount to all others, we may then be cer- 
tain that our informer is trying to miflead and deceive, 
us. — For all virtue and goodnefs, both of heart and con- 
du£t, is in perfe£t harmony, and there is no jarring or 
ipconfiftency. But we muft pafs this fentence on the 
do&rines of this Illumination. For it is a melancholy 
truth that they have been preached and recommended, 
for the moft part, by clergymen, pariffi-minifters, who, 
in the prefence of invoked Deity, and in the face of the 
world, have fet their folemn feal to a fyftera of doftrines 
direflly oppofite to thofe recommended in their writ- 
ings ; which doftrines they folemnly profefs to believe, 
and folemnly fwear to inculcate. — Surely the informal^ 
or.s and inftruciions of fuch men fhould be rejefted. — 
Yv herejhall we find their real opinions ?* In their To- 
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lemh" oaths ? — or in thefe infidel difiertations ? — In either 
cafe, they are deceivers, whether miflead by vanity, or 
hy the mean defire of church-emoluments ; or they are 
proftitutes, courting the fociety of the wealthy and fen- 
fual. Honefty, like juftice, admits of no degrees. A 
man is honeft, or he is a knave — and who would truft a 
knave? But fuch men are unfuitable inftruflors for 
another reafon — they are unwife; for, whatever they 
may think, they are not refpefted as men of worth, buc 
are inwardly defpifed as parafites, by the rich, who ad- 
mit them into their company, and treat them with civiJ 
Hty, for their own reafons. We take inftruQions not 
merely from the knowing — the learned — but from the 
wife — not therefore from men who give fuch evidenced 
of weaknefs. 

i 

Such would be the condud of a prudent man, who 
liftens to the inftruClions of another with the ferious in* 
tention of profiting by them. In the prefent cafe, h« 
fees plain proofs of degraded felf eftimation, of difhoi 
nelly, and of mean motives. But the prudent man wilt 
go further — he will remark that diflblutc manners, an4 
adions which are inevitably fubverfive of the peace and 
order, nay, of the very exiftence of fociety, are the nai- 
turaland necelTary confequences of irreligion. Shoulf 
any doubt of this remain in his mind ; Ihould he fomei 
times think cf an Epcdetus, or one or two individuals of 
antiquity, who were eminently virtuous, without the in- 
fluence of religious fanfctions, he fhould recoiled, that? 
the Stoics were animated by the thought, that while the 
wife man was playing the game of life, the gods were 
looking on, and plcafed with his (kill. Let him read the 
beautiful account given by Dr. Smith, of the rife of the 
Stoic philofophy, and he will fee that it was an artificial, 
but noble attempt of a few exalted mir.d.;, enthuGalts ia 
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virtue, aiming to Heel their fouls againfl the dreadful but 
unavoidable misfortunes to which they were continually 
expofed by the daily recurring revolutions in the turbu- 
lent democracies of ancient Greece. There a Philofo- 
pher was this day & Magi (Irate, and the next day a cap- 
tive and a (lave. He would fee, that this fair pifture of 
mental happinefs and independence was fitted for the con- 
templation of only a few choice fpirits, but had no influ- 
ence on the bulk of mankind. He mud admire the no- 
ble characters who were animated by this manly enthuG- 
afm, and who have really exhibited fome wonderful pic- 
tures of virtuous heroifm ; but he will regret, that the' 
influence of thefe manly, thefe natural principles, was not 
more extenfive. He will fay to himfelf, u How will a 
whole nation aft, when religious fanftions are removed, 
and men are aftuated by reafon alone ?”• — He is not with- 
out inftruftion on this important fubjeft. France has 
given an awful leflbn to furrounding nations, by (hew- 
ing them what is the natural effeft of (haking off the re- 
ligious principle, and the veneration for that pure mora- 
Ety which charafterifes Chriftianity. By a decree of the 
Convention (June 6, 1794) it is declared, that there is 
nothing criminal in the promifcuous commerce of the 
(exes, and therefore nothing that derogates from the fe- 
male charafter, when woman forgets that (he is the de- 
pofitary of all domeftic fatisfaftion — that her honor is the 
facred bond of focial life — that on her m oddly and de- 
licacy depend all the refpcft and confidence that will 
make a man attach himfelf to her fociety, free her from 
labour, (hare with her the fruits of all his own exertions, 
and work with willingnefs and delight, that (he may ap- 
pear on all occalions his equal, and the ornament of all 
his acquifitions. In the very argument which this fe- 
lefted body of fenators has given for the propriety of this 
decree, it has degraded woman below all ellimation. 
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“ It is to prevent her from murdering the fruit of un- 
lawful love, by removing her lhame, and by relieving 
her from the fear of want.'’ The fenators fay, “ the Re- 
public wants citizens, and therefore muft not only re- 
move this temptation of fhame, but muft take care of the 
mother while Ihe nurfes the child. It is the property of 
the nation, and muft not be loft.” The woman all the 
while is confidered only as the (he animal, the breeder of 
Sanfculottes. This is th tjujl morality of Illumination., 
It is really amufing (for things revolting to nature now 
amufe) to obferve with what fidelity the principles of the 
Illuminati have exprelfed the fentiments which take 
poffeflion of a people who have (haken off the fantlions 
of religion and morality. The following is part of the 
addrefs to Pfycharion and the company mentioned in 
page 202 : “ Once more, Pfycharion, I indulge you 
with a look behind you to the flowry days of childhood. 
Now look forward, young woman ! the holy circle of the- 

marriageable (mannbaren) welcome you. Young 

men, honor the young woman, the future breeder (geba- 
trerin) /” Then, to all. — “ Rejoice in the dawn of I 1 -. 
iumination and Freedom. Nature at laft enjoys herfa- 
cred never-fading rights. Long was her voice kept 
down by civil fubordination ; but the days of your ma- 
jority now draw nigh, and you will no longer, under the 
authority of guardians, account it a reproach to confider 
with enlightened eyes the fecret workfhops of Nature,' 
and to enjoy your work and duty.” Minos thought this 
very fine, but it raifed a terrible diflurbance, and broke 
’ up the airetnbly. Such are the effefts of this boaftcd en- 
lightening of the human mind with refpeX to religion and 
morality. Let us next confider what is the refult of the 
mighty informations which we have got in refped of our 
focial or political connexions. 
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1 1 . We have learned the fum-total of this political II- ' 
lumination, and fee that, if true, it is melancholy, de- 
ft.rufl.ive of our prefent comforts, numerous as they are, 
and affords no profpefl of redrefs from which we can 
profit, but, on the contrary, plunges mankind into con- 
teft, mutual injury, and univerfal raifery, and all this 
for the chance only of prevailing in the coined, and giv- 
ing our pofterity a chance of going on in peace, if no 
change (hall be produced, as in former times, by the ef- 
forts of ambitious men. But the Illumination appears 
to be partial, nay falfe. What is it ? It holds out to the 
Prince nothing but the Tefignation of all his poffeflions, 
rights, and claims, fanftioned by the quiet poffeflion of 
ages, and by all the feelings of the human heart which 
give any notion of right to his lowed fubjeft. - All thefe 
poffeffions and. claims are difeovered to have ariien from 
ufurpations, and are therefore tyranny. It has been dif- 
eovered, that all fubordinate fubjeflions were enforced, 1 
therefore their continuance is flavery. But both of thefe 
hidorical affertions are in a great degree falfe, and the 
inferences from them are unreafonable. The world has 
gone on as we fee it go on at prefent. Mod principali- 
ties or fovereignties have arifen as we fee perfonal au- 
thorities and influence arife every day among ourfelves. 
Bufmefs for the whole mud be done. Mod men are. 
fufficiently occupied by their private affairs, and they 
are indolent even in thefe — they are contented when ano- 
ther does the thing for them. There is not a little vil- 
lage, nor a fociety of men, where this is not feen every 
day. Some men have an enjoyment in this kind of vi- 
carious employment. All men like influence and power j 
and thus are compen fated for their trouble. Thus ma- 
ny petty managers of public affairs arife in every coun- 
try. The mutual animcdlties of individuals, and diW 
mors, the animofities of tribes, clans, and different af- 
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locutions, give rife to another kind of fuperiors — to 
leaders, who direfct the ftruggles of the reft, whether for 
offence or defence. The defcendants of Ifrael faid, “ they 
wanted a man to go out before the people, like other 
nations.” As. the fmali bufmefs of a few individuals 
requires a manager or a leader, fo do fome more general 
affairs of thefe petty fuperiors, and many of thefe alfo 
are indolent enough to wilh this trouble taken off their 
hands; and thus another rank of fuperiors arifes, and a 
third, and fo on, till a great State may be formed ; and 
jn this gradation each clafs is a competent judge of the 
conduct of that clafs only which is immediately above it. 
All this may arife, and has often arifen, from voluntary 
conceflion alone. This conceflion may proceed from 
.various caufes — from confidence in fuperior talents — 
from confidence in great worth — moll generally from the 
xefpeft or deference which all men feel for great polfef- 
fions. This is frequently founded in felf-intereft and ex- 
.pe&ations of advantage ; but it is natural to man, and 
perhaps fprings .from our inftinclive fympathy with the 
fatisfa&ions of others — we are Unwilling to difturb them, 
and even wilh to promote them. 

Eut this fubordination may arife, and has often ari- 
fen, from other caufes — from the love of power and in- 
fluence, which makes fome men eager to lead others, or 
even to manage their concerns. We fee this every day* 
and it may be perfe£Uy innocent. It often arifes from 
the defire of gain of one kind or another. Even this 
may frequently be indulged with perfeQ. innocence, and 
.even with general advantage. Frequently, however, 
this fubordination is produced by the love of power or 
of gain puihed to an immoderate degree of ambition, 
and rendered unjuft. Now there arife oppreftion, ty- 
. T t 
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ranny, fufferings, and flavery. Now appears an oppo- 
fition between the rights or claims of the ruler and of 
the people. Now the rulers come to conlider them*, 
felves as a different clafs, and their tranfa£Uons are now 
only with each other. — Prince becomes the rival or the 
enemy of Prince ; and in their contefts one prevails* 
and the dominion is enlarged. This rivallhip may have 
begun in any rank of fuperiors, even between the hrit 
managers of the affairs of the fmalleft communities ; and 
it muff be remarked that they only are the immediate 
gainers or lofers in the conteft, while thofe below them 
live at eafe, enjoying many advantages of the delegation 
of their own concerns. 

• No hunlan fociety has ever proceeded purely in ci- 
ther of thefe two ways, but there has always been a mix- 
ture of both. — But this procefs is indifpenfably necef- 
fary for the formation of a great nation and for all the 
confequences that refult only from fuch a coalition.— 
Therefore it is neceffary for giving rife to all thofe com- 
forts, and luxuries, and elegances, which are to be found 
only in great and cultivated ffates. It is neceffary for 
producing fuch enjoyments as we fee around us in Eu- 
rope, which we prize fo highly, and for which we are 
making all this ftir and difturbance. I believe that no 
man who expe&s to be believed will flatly fey tbat hu- 
man nature and human enjoyments are not meliorated by 
this cultivation.- — It feems to be the intention of nature, 
and, notwithffanding the follies and vices of many, we 
can have little hefitation in faying that there are in the 
moil cultivated nations of Europe, and even in the high- 
eft ranks of thefe nations, men of great virtue and worth 
and of high accompli fhment — Nor can we deny that 
fuch men are the fineft fpecimens of human nature. 
Rouffeau wrote a whimfical pamphlet in which he had 
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the vanity to think that be bad proved that all thefe fruits 
of cultivation were Ioffes to humanity and to virtue — 
Yet Rouffeau could not be contented with the fociety of 
the njde and' unpolilhed, although he pretended that he 
was almolt the foie worfhipper of pure virtue. — He fup- 
ported himfelf, not by a Silting the fimple peafant, but 
by writing mulic for the pampered rich. 

Thi? is the circumftance entirely overlooked* or art- 
fully kept out of fight, in the boafted Illumination of 
thefe days; No attention is paid to the important chan- 
ges which have happened in national greatnefs, in nati- 
onal connexion, in national improvement — yet we ne- 
ver think of parting with any of the advantages, real or 
imaginary, which thefe changes have produced— nor do 
we re fleck that in order to keep a great nation together— 
to make it a& with equality, or with preponderancy, 
among other nations, the individual exertions mult be 
concentrated, mull be directed — and th^t this requires a 
ruler veiled with fupreme power, and inter ejled by fomt 
great and endearing motive , fuch as hereditary poffeifion 
of this power and influence, to maintain and defend this 
coalition of men.— All this is overlooked, and we at- 
tend only to the fubordination which is indifpenfably 
neceffary. Its grievances are immediately felt, and 
they are heightened ten fold by a delicacy or fenlibility 
which fprings from the great improvements in the acconw 
modaiions and enjoyments of life, which the gradual 
ufurpation and fubfequent fubordination have produced 
and continue to fupport. But we are determined to 
have the elegance and grandeur of a palace without the 
prince. — We will not give up any of our luxuries and 
refinements, yet will not fupport thofe high ranks and 
thole nice minds which produced them, and which mult 
continue to keep them from degenerating into barbarous 
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fimplicity and coarfe fenfu ali ty . — We would keep the 
philofophersj the poets* the artifts, but not the Moece* 
nafes. — It is very true that in fuch a ftate there would 
be no Conjuration des Philofophes ; for in Inch a ftate 
this vermin of philofophes and fcribblers would not .have 
exifted. — In fliort, we would have what is impoflible. 

I have no hefitation in faying, that the Britilh Con- 
ftitution is the form of government for a great and re- 
fned nation , in which the ruling fentiments and propen- 
fities of human nature feem moil happily blended and 
balanced. There is no occafion to vaunt it as the an* 
cient rights of Britons, the wifdom of ages, &c. It 
has attained its prefent pitch of perfeflionby degrees, 
and this not by the efforts of wifdom, but by the ftrug- 
gles of vice and folly, working on a rich fund of good 
nature, and of manly fpirit, that are confpicuous in the 
Britilh chara&er. I do not hefitate to fay that this is the 
only form of government which will admit and give full 
exercife to all the refpeflable propenfities of our nature, 
with the leaft chance of difturbance, and the greaiefl 
probability of man’s arriving at the higheft pitch of. im- 
provement in every thing that raifes him above the beafts 
of .the field. Yet there is no part of it that may not, 
that is not, abufed, by pufhing it to an improper length, 
and the fame watchful care is neceflary for prefer ving 
our ineftimable bleflings that was employed in acquiring . 
them.' — This is to be done, not flying at once to an ab* 
ftra£t theory of the rights of man. — There is an evident 
folly in this- procedure. What is this theory ? It fs the 
beft general Iketch that we can draw of focial life, de- 
duced from our knowledge of human nature. — And what 
is this knowledge P It is a well digefted abftratl, or ra- 
ther a declaration of what we have obferved of human ac- 
tions. What is the ufe therefore of this intermediate 
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picture, this theory of the rights of man ? — It has a chance 
of being unlike the original— -it mull certainly have im- 
perfections. — Therefore it can be of no ufe to us.-— We 
fhould go at once to the original — we fhould conlider 
how men have aBcd — what have been their mutual expec- 
tations-^- their fond propenfities — what of thefe are incon- 
tinent with each other — what are the degrees of indulg- 
ence which 'have been admitted in them all without dif- 
turbancc. I will venture to fay that whoever does this, 
will find hrmfelf imperceptibly fet down in the Britifh 
parliament of King, Lords, and Commons, all looking at 
each other with fomew’hat of a cautious or jealous eye, 
while the reft of the nation are fitting, “ each under his 
own’ vine, and under his own fig-tree, and there is none 
to make him afraid.” 

- ‘ r 

A moll valuable refult of fuch contemplation will be 
a thorough conviflion that the grievance Which is moft 
clamoroufiy infilled on is the inevitable confequence of 
the liberty and fccurity which we enjoy. I mean minif- 
terial corruption, with all the difmal tale of placemen, and 
penfioners, and rotten boroughs, &c. &c. Thefe are ne- 
ver feen in a defpotic government— there they are not 
wanted — nor can they be very apparent in an uncultiva- 
ted and poor Rate — but in a luxurious nation, where 
pleafuresabouud, wherethe returns of indnftry are fecure; 
here an individual looks on every thing as his own acqui- 
fuion- — he does not feel his relation to the ftate — has no 
patriotifm — thinks that he would be much happier if the 
ftate would let him alone. — He is fretted by the reftraints 
which the public weal lays on him — therefore govern- 
ment and governors appear as checks and hindrances to 
his exertions — hence a general inclination to refift admi- 
niflration. — Yet public bulinefs mull be done, that w6 
may lie down and rife again in fafety and peace. — Admi- 
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niftration tnuft be fupported — there are always perfon* 
who wifh to poffefs the power that is exercifed by the 
prefent minifters, and would turn them out. — How is all 
this to be remedied ?— I fee no way but by applying to 
the felfifh views of individuals— by rewarding the friends 
of adminiftration— this may be done with perfeft virtue 
- — and from this the felfifh will conceive hopes, and will 
fupport a virtuous miniftry— but they are as ready to 
help a wicked one. — This becomes the greateft misfor- 
tune of a free nWfcion. — Minifters are tempted lo bribe — 
and, if a fyftematic oppofition be confidered as a necef- 
fary part of a praQical conftitution, itisalmoft indifpen*. 
fable — and it is no where fo prevalent as in a pure de, 
mocracy.— Laws may be contrived to make it very trou- 
blefome — but can never extirpate it, nor greatly dimi- 
nifh it — this can be done only by defpotifm, or by nati- 
onal virtue.— *-It is a fhameful complaint— we fhouldnot 
reprobate a few minifters, but the thoufands who takethe 
bribes. — Nothing .tends fo much todiminifh*t in a Cor- 
rupted nation as great limitations to the elegibility of re- 
prefentatives — and this is the beauty of our conftitution, 

We have net difeovered , therefore, by this boafted Il- 
lumination, that Princes and fuperiors are ufelefs, and 
muft vanifh from the earth ; nor that the people have now 
attained full age, and are fit to govern themfelves. We 
want only to revel for a little on the laft fruits of nati- 
onal cultivation, which we would quickly confume, and 
never allow' to be raifed again. — No matter how this pro* 
grefs began, whether from conceffion or ufurpation— We 
poffefs it, and if wife, we will preferve it, by preferving 
its indifpenfable fupports. They have indeed been fre- 
quently employed very improperly, but their moft per- 
nicious abufe has been this breed of fcribbling vermrif), 
which have made the body-politic fmart in every limb. 
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Hear what opinion was entertained of the fages of 
France by their Prince, the Father of Louis XVI. the 
unfortunate martyr of Monarchy. ** By the principles 
of our new Philofophers, the Throne no longer wears 
the fplendour of divinity. They maintain that it arofe 
from violence, and that by the fame juftice that force 
erected it, force may again lhake it, and overturn it. 
The people can never give up their power. They only 
let it out for their own advantage^ and always retain the 
right to refcind the contraft, and re fame it whenever 
their perfonal advantage, their only rule of conduft, re- 
quires it. Our philofophers teach in public what our 
paflions fuggeft only in fecret. They fay to the Prince 
that all is permitted only when all is in his power, and 
that his duty is fulfilled when he has pleafed his fancy. 
Then, furely, if the laws of felf-intereft, that is, the felf- 
will of human paflions, (hall be fo generally admitted, 
that we thereupon forget the eternal laws of God and of 
Nature, all conceptions of right and wrong, of virtue and 
vice, of good and evil, mud be extirpated from the human 
, heart. The throne mud totter, the fubjetts mud become 
Unmanageable and mutinous, and their ruler hard-heart- 
ed and inhuman. The people will be incelfantiy either 
opprefied,or in an uproar.”— “ What fervice will it be if I 
order fuch a book to be burnt — the author can write 
another by to-morrow.” This opinion of a Prince is 
unpolilhed indeed, and homely, but it is juft. 

Weilhaupt grams that “ there will be a terrible con- 
■ vulfion, and a ftorm— but this will be fucceedcd by a 
calm— the unequal will now be equal — and when tire 
caufe of diflenlion is thus removed, the world will be in 
peace.” True, when the caufes of dilfenfion are remov- 
ed. Thus, the deftruftion of our crop by vermin is at 
at an end when a. flood has fwept every thing away— 
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but as new plants will fpring up in the wade, and, if not 
inftantly devoured, will again cover the ground with ver- 
dure, fo the induflry of man, and his defireof comfort 
ainl confideration, will again accumulate in the hands of 
the diligent a greater proportion of the good tilings of life*. 
In this infant date of the emerging repnains of former cul- 
tivation, comforts, which the prefent inhabitants of £u r 
rope would look on with contempt, will be great, im- 
proper, and hazardous acquifitions. The principles 
which authorife the propofed dreadful equalifation will 
as judly entitle the idle or unfuccefsful of future days 19 
ftvip the pofleflor of his advantages, and things mud. ever 
remain on their favage level. 

III. I think that the imprelfion which the infincerity 
of conduft of thofe inftruflors will leave on the mind, 
mud be highly ufeful. They ' are evidently teaching 
•what they do not believe themfelvcs— rand here I do not 
confine my remark to their preparatory doflrines, which 
they afterwards explode. I make it chiefly with refpeft 
• to their grand ottenlible principle, which pervades tbe 
•whole, a principle which they are obliged to adopt 
again ft their will. They know tfyat the . principles of 
virtue are rooted in the heart, and that they , can only be 
fmothered — but did they pretend to. eradicate them and 
proclaim hominemhomnu lufum,z 11 would fpurn at their 
inftruCtion. We are wheedled, by tickling our fancy 
with the notion that facrcd virtue is not only fecyre, but 
that it is only in fuch hearts that it exerts its native ener- 
gy. Senfible that the levelling maxims nerw fpoken of, 
are revolting to the mind, the llluminators are under 
the neceflity , of keeping us from looking at the Ihocking 
pi flare, by difplaying a beautiful feene of U topian hap- 
pinefs-^-and they rock us afleep by the eternal, lullaby 
of morality and univerfal philanthropy.. Therefore the 
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foregoing narration of the perfonal conduft of thefem- 
ftruftors and reformers of the world, is highly ufeful.' 
All this is to be brought' about by the native loveline fs 
of pure virtue, purged of the corruptions which fuper-’ 
ftitious fears have introduced, andalfo puTged of the 
felfifo thoughts which are avowed by the advocated of 
What their opponents -call true religion. This is faid to 
hold forth eternal rewards to the good, and to threaten 
foe wicked with dreadful punifhment. Experience has' 
Ihown how inefficient fuch motives are. Can they be 
otherwHe, fay our Illuminators ? Are they not addrelT- 
ed to a principle that is ungenerous and felfilh ? But our 
do&rines, fay they, touch the hearts of the worthy. 
Virtue is beloved for her own fake, and all will yield to 
her gentle fway. But look, Reader, look at Spartacus 
the murderer- i — at Cato the keeper of poifons and the 
thief-^-Look at Tiberius, at Alcibiades, and the reft of 
the Bavarian Pandemonium:-*- Look at Poor Bahrdt. — 
Go to- France— ‘-look at Letjuinio— *at Condorcet.* — 
Look at the Monfter Orleans.— All were' IiaTs. Their 
divinity had no influence on their ^profligate minds: 
They only wanted to 1 wheedle you, by touching thd 
firings of humanity and goodnefs which -are yet braced 
up in your heart, and which will ftill yield fweet harmo- 
ny if ybu will accompany their notes with thole of reli- 
gion, and neither clog them with the groveling pleaflirei 
Of fenfe, nor damp the whole with the thought of eter- 
nal filepce. .'«•••* 

* XV la Metberie fays ( Ja*m. M Phyfi Noy, 179*) that Coo^ 
dorcet was brought op in the houfe of the old Duke of Rocbefou* 
cault, who treated him as his fon— -got Turgot to create a lucra- 
tive ofiice for him, and failed him io all his eminence — yet he'pur- 
fuedhim with tnalicious reports — and actually employed rulKans 
to afTatfliaate him. Yet it Cflndavctt’s writing a model bf htuna- ■ 
toty aadtradeencfi. .. . » 

y y . 
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A moft worthy and accomplifhed gentleman, who 
took refuge in this country, leaving behind him his pro- 
perty, and friends to whom he was ipoft tenderly attach- 
ed, often faid to me that nothing fo much affe&ed him 
as the revolution in the hearts of men. — Characters 
which were unfpotted, hearts thoroughly known to him- 
felf, having been tried by many things which fearch the 
inmoll folds of felfilhnefs or malevolence-— in Ihort, per- 
fons whofe judgments were excellent, and on whofe 
worth he could have relied his honor and his life, fo 
fafeinsted by the contagion, that they came at lalt to 
behold, and even to commit the moll atrocious crimes 
with delight. — He ufed fometimes to utter a figh which 
pierced my heart, and would fay,- that it was caufed by 
fome of thofe things that had come acrofs his thoughts, 
lie breathed his laft among us, declaring that it was ira- 
poflible to recover peace of mind, without a total obli- 
vion of the wickednefs and miferies he had beheld.— 
What a valuable advice, “ Let him that thinketh he 
ftandeth, take heed left he fall.” — When the prophet 
told Hazael tha^ he would betray his Prince, he ex. 
claimed, “ Ip thy fervant a dog, that he ihould do fucb 
a thing?” . Yet next day he murdered him. 

Never, fmee the beginning of the world, has true re- 
ligion received fo complete an acknowledgment of her 
excellence, as has been extorted from the fanatics who 
have attempted to deftroy her. Religion Hood in their 
way, and the wretch Marat, as well as the Heady villain 
Weilhaupt, faw that they' could not proceed till they 
had eradicated all fentiments of the moral government 
of the univerfe. Human nature, improved as it has 
been by Religion, fhrunk from the talks that were im- 
pofed, and it mull therefore be brutalized — The grand 
confederation was folemnly fworn to by millions in every 
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corner of France— but, as Mirabeau faid of the decla- 
ration of the Rights of Man, it muft be made, only the 
“ Almanac of the bygone year” — Therefore Lequinio 
muft write a book, declaring oaths to be nonfenfe, un- 
worthy of fanfculottes, and all religion to be a farce. — 
Not long after, they found that they had fome ufe for a 
God — but he was gone — and they could not find another. 
—Their conftitution was gone — -and they have not yet 
found another. — -What is now left them on which they 
can depend for awing a man into a refpeft for truth in 
his judicial declarations ? — what but the honor of a Ci- 
tizen of France, who laughs at all engagements, which 
he has broken again and again. — Religion has taken off 
with her every fenfe of human duty. — What can wqex- 
peft but villany from an Archbifhop of Paris and his 
chapter, who made a public profeffion that they .had 
been playing the villains for many years, teaching what 
they thought to be a bundle of lies ? What but the very 
thing which they have done, cutting each others throats. 
Have not the enlightened citizens of France applauded 
the execution of their fathers? Haw not the furies of 
Paris denounced their own children ? — But turn your 
eyes from the horrifying fpeflacle, and think on your 
own noble defccnt and alliance. You are not the acci- 
dental produftions of a fatal chaos, but the work of a 
Great Artift, creatures that are cared for, born to no- 
ble profpeets, and condufted to them by the plained and 
mod fimple precepts, “ to do juftly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly before God,” not bewildered by 
the falfe and fluttering glare of French Philofophy, but 
conduced by this clear, fingle light, perceivable by all, 
“ Do to others what you fhould reafonably expett them. 
t.Q do to you.” 
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Think not the Mufe wbofe fober voice you hear, , 

Contra&s with bigot frown her fullen brow, 

! Cafts found Religion’s orb the mitts of Ffear, 

{ Or (hades with horror what with fifties thould gfew; 

No— fhe would warm you with feraphic fi?e* 

Heirs as ye are of Heaven’s eternal day, 

Would bid ydu boldly to 1 that Heaven afpire. 

Not- fink and flumberia yourcelbof day. 

Is this the bi gat’s rant ? Away ye vain. 

Your doubts, your fears, in gloomy dulnefi fteep 

Co — foothe your fouls in ficknefi, death, or pain, 

WJtfi the ftd folate of e t ern al fleep. 

Yet know, vain fceptics, know, th’ Almighty Miad, 

Who breath’d on man a portion of his fire. 

Bade his free foul, by eardi nor time confuted, 

• To Heaven, to immortality ifpirt. 

Nor (hall this pile of hope his bounty rear’d. 

By vain philofophy be e’er deftroy’d j 

Eternity, by all Or hop’d or fear’d, 

Shall he by all or fmfier’d or enjoy'd. 

Ma s 6 iu 

V , ; 

. The unfortunate Prince who has taken refuge in this 
kingdom, and whofe fituation among us is an llluftrious 
mark of the generofity. of the nation, and of the fove - 
reignty of its laws, faid to one of the Gentlemen about 
him, that u if this country was to efcape the general 
wreck of nations, it would owe its. prefervation to Reli- 
gion.”— When this was doubted, and it was obferved, 
that there had not been wanting many . Religioniils in 
France : “ True,” faid the Prince, “ but they were 
not in earned.— I fee here a ferious intereft in the thing. 
[The people know what they aTe doing when they go to 
church — they underftand fomething of it, and take an 
intereft in it.” May his obfervation be juft, and his ex- 
pectations be fulfilled ! 
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' IV.- I would again' call upon my countrywomen with 
the moft earned concern, and befeech them tp confider 
this fubjeft as of more particular importance to them- 
felves than even to the men. — While woman is confider-. 
ed a» a re fpe Stable moral agent, training along with 
Ourfelves-for endlefs improvement then, and only then, 
will (he be coohdered by lordly man as hk equal then, 
and only then, will Ihe be allowed to. have any rights, 
and thofe rights be refpefled. Strip _ women of this pre- 
rogative, and they become the drudges of man’s indo- 
lence, or the pampered playthings of his idle boars, fub- 
ject to his caprices, and Haves to his mean padions. Soon 
will their prefent empire of gallantry be over. It is a 
refinement of manners which fprang from Chriflianity ; 
and when CbriRianity is forgotten, -this artificial diadem 
will be taken from their heads, and, unlefs they adopt the 
ferocious fentiment? of their Gallic neighbours, and join 
in the general uproar, they will-fink into the inlignificance. 
of the women in the turbulent republics of Greece,, 
where they are never feen in the bufy haunts of men, if 
We except four or five, who, during the courie of as ma- 
ny centuries, emerged from the general oblcurity, and. 
Appear in the hiRoric page, by their uncommon talents, 
and by the facrifice of what my fair countrywomen Hill 
hold to be the ornament of their fox. I would remind’ 
them that they have it in their power to retain their pre- 
fent honorable Ration in fociety. They are our. eat !y 
iidlruftors, and while mothers in the rdpeQablr Rations 
of life continued to inculcate on the tender minds of their 
fons a veneration for the precepts of Religion, their pli- 
ant children, receiving their inftruSions along with the 
Sfte&ionate carefles of their mothers, got injpteflion* 
which long retaiired their force, and which protected 
them from the impulfes of youthful paffions, till ripening 
years fitted their minds for liftening to lerious i;tlli uc'.i- 
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on from their public teachers. Sobriety and decency of 
manners were then no flur on the charafter of a youth, and’ 
he was thought capable of ftruggting for independence, 
or pre-eminence, fit either for fupporting or defending 
the (late, although he was neither a toper nor a rake. I 
believe that no man who has feen thirty or forty years of 
life will deny that the manners of youth are fadly chang- 
ed in this refpeft. And, without prefuming to fay that 
this has proceeded from the negleft, and alraoft total cef- 
fation of the moral education of the nurfery, I think my- 
felf well warranted, from my own obfervation, to (ay 
that this education and the fober ipanners of young men 
have quitted us together. - . 

Some will call this prudery, and croaking. But I atn 
almoft.tranfcribing from Cicero, and from Quintilian.— 
Cornelia, Aurelia, A ttia, and other ladies of the firft 
rank, are p railed by Cicero only for their eminence in this 
refpeft ; but not becaufe they were^ngular. Quintili- 
an fays that in the time immediately prior to bis own,, it 
had been the general prafticeof the ladies of rank to fuper- 
intend the moral education both of fons and daughters. 
But of late, fays he, they are fo engaged in continuafand 
corrupting amufements, fuch as the (hows of gladiators^ 
horfe-racing, and deep play, that they have no. time, ana 
have yielded their places to. Greek governefles and tUr 
tors, outcafts of a nation more fubdued by their own vi r 
ces than by the Roman arms. I dare fay this was laugh- 
ed at, as croaking about the corruption of thq age. 
But what wasahe confequence of all this p— The Ro- 
mans became the molt abandoned voluptuaries,, apd, tp 
preferve their mean plea-fures, they crouched as willing 
Saves to a fuccelEon of the vileft tyrants that ever du- 
g-raced humanity. 
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, What a noble fund of felf-eftimation would our fair 
partners acquire to themfelves, if, by reforming the 
manners of the young generation, they Ihould be the 
means of reftoring peace to the world ! They have it in 
their power, by the renewal of the good old cuitom of 
early Tnftru&ion, and perhaps ftill more, by imprefling, 
on the minds of their daughters the fame fentiments, and 
obliging them tt> rcfpeft fobriety and decency in the 
youth, and pointedly to with-hold their fmiles and civi- 
lities from all who tranfgrefs thefe in the finallcft degree. 
This is a method of proceeding that will mofl certainly 
be victorious. Then indeed will the women be the fa- 
viotirs of their country. While therefore the German 
fair have been repeatedly branded with having welcomed 
the French invaders,* let our Ladies Hand up for the 
honor of free-born Britons, by turning againft the pre- 
tended enlighteners of the world, the arms which nature 
has put into their hands, and which thofe profligates' 
have prefumptuoufly expc&cd to employ in extending 
their influence over mankind. The empire of beauty 
is butt (hort, but the empire of virtue is durable ; nor is 
there an inftance to be met with of its decline. If it be 
yet poffible to reform the world, it is poflible for the 
fair. By the conftitution of human nature, they mull 
always appear as the ornament of human life, and be 
the objefls of fondnefs and afreclion ; fo that if any 
thing can make head againft the felfifh and overbearing 
difpoiitions of man, it is his refpeftful regard for the fex. 

* I have met with this charge in many places ; and one book 
in particular, written by a Pruffian General Officer, who was in 
the country over-run by the French troops, gives a detail of the cor- 
duft of the women that is very remarkable. He alfo fays, that in-. 
fidhUty has become very prevalent among the ladies in the higher 
circles. Indeed this melancholy account is to be found in many 
paflages of the private ccrfrfpondence of the Illuminati. 
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But mere fondtiefs has but little of the rational creature 
in it, and we fee it harbour every day in the breaft that' 
is filled with the insane d and mod turbulent paffiom. 1 
N o where is it To ftrong as in the harems of the eaft j and- 
as long as the women afk nothing of the men but fond* 1 
nefs and admiration, they will get nothing eHe— -they 
will never be refpeSed. But let them roufe therafelves,' 
affert their dignity, by (hewing their own elevated fen-* 
timents of human nature, and by aiding up to this claim, 
and they may then command the world. 

V. Another good confequence that fhouldrefult from- 
the account that has been given of'the proceedings of 
this confpiracv is, that fince the fafeinating piAure of 
human life, by which men have been wheedled into im- 
mediate anarchy and rebellion, is infincere, and a mere 
artificial creature of the imagination, it can have ho ftea- 
dinefs, but mull be changed by every freak of fancy, or- 
by every ingenious fophift, who can give an equal plau- 
fibility to whatever fuits his prefent views. It is as niuch 
an airy phantom as any other whim of Free Mafonny 
and has no prototype, no original pattern in human na-J 
ture, to which recourfe" may always be had, to correft 
miflakcs, and keep things in a conftam tenor. Has not 
France given the mod unequivocal proofs of this ? Was 4 
not the declaration of the Rights of Man, the produftion* 
of their mod brilliant Illuminators, a picture m abjlra&oi 
where man was placed at a di fiance from the eye, that nd 
falfe light of local fituation might pervert the judgment 
or engage the paflions ?* Was it not declared to be the 
maderpiece of human wifdom ? -Did not the nation con- 
fider it at leifurc 2 and having it continually before their 
eyes, did they not, dep by dep, give tfieir a dent to the 
different articles of their Conftiaition, derived ..from - 14 
and fabricated by their modshpice Illuminates 2 And 
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did not this Conftkution draw the applatrfes of the bright 
geniufes of other nations, who by this time were bufy ih 
perfuading, each his coantrymens - that they were igno- 
ramufes in ftatiftics, and patient (laves of oppreflion or 
of ancient prejudices ? Did not panegyrics on it iflue 
from every garret in London ? Where is it now ? • where 
is : its fucceffor ? Has any onf plan -of government fub- 
fifted, except while it was fupported by the incontroula-- 
ble and inexorable power- of the guillotine ? Is not the 
prefent adminiftration of >F ranee as much as ever the ob* 
je£t of difeontent and of terror, and its coercions as like 
-as ever to the fummary juft ice of the Parifian mob p Is 
there .any probability ;6f its permanency in a ftate df 
peace* when the .fears of a. foreign enemy nolongergive 
a confolidation to -their meafures, and oblige them -ei- 
ther to agree among themfelves, or immediately toperilh? 

VI. .The above accounts evince in the moft' uncon- 
trovertible manner the dangerous tendency of all myfti- 
cal . focieties, and of: all l affociations who hold feerdt 
meetings. We fee that their uniform progrefs has been, 
from frivolity and nonfepfe to wickednefs and fedition. 
Weiftiaupt.hasbten at great pains' to ihow the good ef- 
fefts of fecrecy in the Affociation, and the arguments 
are valid for his purpofe.-But.alL his arguments, are Id 
many difluafive advices to-every thinking and fober mind. 
The man who really wiflies to difcover ian abftrufe truth 
will place himfelf,'. if poflible, in af caifn foliation, and 
will by no means- expofehhnfelf to the impatient hank- 
ering forfecrets and wonders*— and he wiU --always fear 
that a thing whicb.rtfolutely conceals itfelf cannot bear 
• the light. . . AU who. have, ferioufly employed them (elves 
in the difeovery of truth have found the great advanta- 
ges of open communication of-fentiment. And it is 

. • i U. , , W.v. 
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againft common fenfe to imagine that there i s any thing. 
«f vail importance to mankind , which is yet a fee ret, and 
-which mull be kept a fecret in order, to be ufeful. This 
is againft the whole experience of mankind— And furely 
lo hug in one’s breaft a fecret of fuch mighty importance, 
is to. give the lie to all our profeffions of hrotherly love. 
-What a folecifm L a fecret to enlighten and reform the 
-whole world.— *We render all our endeavours impotent 
when we grafp at a thing beyond our power. Let an af- 
-fociation be formed with aferious plan for reforming 
its own members, and let. them'extend their nombers in 
proportion as they fucceed— Hbis might do fame good.— r* 
-But muft the way of. doing this be a fecret P— It may be 
•to many— r-who. will not look for it wbere.it is to he found 
-—fit is this, * • 

«» Do good — feet peace — and profile it.** ' 

But it is ahnoft affronting the reader, to foppole argu- 
ments neceffary on this point. , if there be. a neceffity 
for fecrecy, • the purpofe of the Affbciation k either fri- 
iVolous, or if is felfffii. 

<■ 

• Now, in either cafe, the danger of inch fecret afiem- 
kites is manifeft.— Mere frivolity can never ferioufly oc- 
>eupy men come to age. And, accordingly we fee that 
.in every quarter of Europe where Free Mafonry has 
ibeen eftabliihed, the Lodges have become feedbeds of 
.‘public mifehief. I believe tha; no ordinary Brother 
will fay, that the ^occupations - in the, Lodger are any 
thing better, than frivolous, very frivolous indeed. The 
diftributiott of charity needs be.no fecret, and it is but a 
;very fmall part of the employment of the meeting.— 
•Thir being the cafe, it is in. human nature that the great- 
«r.we fuppofe. the frivolity of fu chan allocution to b$, 
the greater is the chance of its ceafing to give fufficient, 
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occupation to the mind, and the greater is the rifk that 
the meetings may be employed to other purpofes which 
require concealment. When this happens, felf-intereft 
alone muft prompt and rule, and now there is no length 
that Tome men will not go, when they think themfelves 
in no danger of dete&ion and punifhment. The whole 
proceedings of the fecret focieties of Free Mafons on the 
Continent (and I am authorifed to fay, of feme Lodge* 
in Britain) have taken one turn, and this turn is perfefL 
iy natural. In all countries there are men of licentious 
morals. Such men wifh to have a fafe opportunity of 
indulging their wits in fatire and farcafm j and they are 
plea fed with the fupport of others. — The defire of mak- 
ing pfofelytes is in every bread — and it is whetted by 
the reftraints of fociety. — And all countries have difcon* 
tented men, whofe grumblings will raife difcontent in 
others, who might not have attended to fome of the 
trifling hardfhips and injuries they ihet with, had they 
not been reminded of them. To be difcontemed, and not 
to think of fchemes of redrefs, is what we cannot think 
natural or manly ; — and where can fuch fentiments and 
ichemes find fuch fafe utf ranee and fuch probable fup*. 
port as in a fecret fociety ? Free Mafonry is innocent 
of all thefe things ; but Free Mafonry has been abufed* 
and at laft totally perverted— and fo will and muft any 
■fuch fecret aflbeiation, as long as men are licentious in 
their opinions dr wicked in their difpofitions. 

It were devoutly to be wilhed therefore that the whole 
■Fraternity Would imitate the truly benevolent condudl 
■of thofe German Lodges who have formally broken upj 
find made a patriotic facrifice of their amu foment to the 
fafety of the ftate. I cannot think the facrifice great or 
coftly- It can be no difficult matter to find as pleafant a 
Way of palling a vacant hour — and the charitable deeds 
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of the members need not dimmilh in the fmalleft degree. 
Every perfon’s little circle of acquaintance will give him 
opportunities of gratifying his kind difpofitions, without 
the chance of being miftaken in the worth of the perform 
on whom he bellows his favoss. There is fto occafion 
to go to St. Peterlburg for a poor Brother, nor to India- 
for a convert to Chriftianity, as long as we fee to many 
fufferers and infidels among ourfelves. 

But not only are fecret focieties dangerous, -but all fo- 
cieties whofe objeft is myfterious. The whole -hiftory 
of man is a proof of this pofition. In no age or country 
has there ever appeared a myfterious aSociation which, 
did not in time become a public nuifance. Ingenious or 
deligning men of letters have attempted to (how that 
feme of the ancient myfteries were ufeful to mankind, 
containing rational doftrines of natural religion. This 
was the ftrong hold of Weilhaupt, and he quotes the 
Eleufmian, the Pythagorean, and other myfteries. But 
furely their external figns and tokens were every thing 
that is (hocking to decency and civil order. It is un- 
common prefumption for the Mamed of the 18th centu- 
ry to pretend to know more about them than their con- 
temporaries, the philofophers, the lawgivers of antiquity. 
Thefe give no fuch account of them. I would defire 
any perfon who admires the ingenious diftertations of 
Dr. Warburton to read a dull German book, called Ca- 
raftcrijlik der Myjierien der A Item, publifhed at Frank- 
fort in 1787. The author contents himfelf with a pati- 
ent collection of every fcrap of every ancient author 
who has faid any thing about them. If the reader can 
fee any thing in them but the mod abfurd and immoral 
polytheifm and fable, be mud take words in a fenfe that 
is ufelefs in reading any other piece of.ancient compofi- 
tion. 1 have a notion that the Dionyfiacs of Ionia bad 
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fome feientific fecrets, viz. all the knowledge ofpra6li- 
cal mechanics which was employed by their architects 
and engineers, and that they were really a Mafonic Fra- 
ternity. But, like the Illuminati , they tagged to the fe- 
crets of Mafonry the fecret- of drunkerinefs and debauch- 
ery j they had their Sifter Lodges, and at laft became 
rebels, fubvertersof the States where they were protect- 
ed, till aiming at the dominion of all Ionia, they were at- 
tacked by the neighbouring States and difperfed. They 
"were Illuminators tbo, and wanted to introduce the wor- 
fliip of Bacchus over the whole country, as appears in the 
account of them given by Strabo . — Perhaps the Pytha- 
goreans had alfo fome feientific fecrets ; but they too 
Were Illuminators, and thought it their duty to overfet 
the State, and were themfelves overfet. 

< . ' ' ' 

' Nothing is fo dangerous as a myftic AfToctation. The 
obje& remaining a fecret in the hands of the managers, the 
reft (imply put a ring in their own nofes, by which they 
may be led about at pleafure ; and ftill panting after the 
fecret, they are the better pleafed the lefs they fee of 
their way. A myftical obje& enables the leader to (hift 
his ground as he pleafes, and to accommodate himfelf to 
every current fafhion or prejudice. This again gives 
him almoft unlimited power ; for he cart make ufe of 
thefe prejudices to lead men by troops. He finds them 
already -a (Tociated by their prejudices, and waiting fora 
leader to concentrate their ftrength and fet them in mo- 
tion. - And when once great bodies of men are fet in 
motion, with a creature of their fancy for a guide, evert 
the engineer himfelf cannot fay, “ Thus far (halt thou 
go, and no farther.” 

4 

VII. We- may alfo gather from what we have feen, 
-that all declamations on univerfal philanthropy are dan- 
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gerous. Their natural and immediate effefl bn th$ 
mind is to increafc the difcontents of the unfortunate, 
and of thofe in the laborious ranks of life. No one* 
even bf the Illuminators, will deny that'thefe ranks mull 
be filled’, if fociety exifts in any degree of cultivation 
whatever, and that there will always be a greater nura, 
ber of men who have no farther profpeQ. Surely it ii 
unkind to put fuch men continually in mind of a date in 
which they might be at their eafe ; and it is unkindnefs 
unmixed, becaufe all the change that they will produce 
will be, that James will fefve John, who formerly wai 
the fervent of James. Such declamations naturally tend 
to raufe men to make light of the obligations ahd duties 
of common patriotiftn, becaufe thefe are reprefeiited as 
fubordinate and inferior to the greater and more noble 
affe&ion of univerfal benevolence. I do not pretend to 
fay that patriotifin is founded in a ratiofially-perceived 
pre-eminence jor excellence of the fociety with which we 
are connected. But if it be a faft that fociety will not 
advance unlefs its members take an intered in it, and 
that human nature improves only in fociety, fufely this 
intereft Ihould be cherilhed m every bread. Perhaps 
national union arifes from national animofity — but they 
are plainly difiihguilhable, and union is not neeeffarily 
produ&iVe of injuftice. The fame arguments that have 
any force againft patriotifin are equally good again!! the 
preference which natural inftintt gives parents for their 
children ; and furely no one can doubt of the propriety 
of maintaining this in its full force, fubjeti however to 
the precife laws of juftice. 

But I am in the wrong to adduce paternal or filial af- 
feQion in defence of patriotifin and loyalty, finceeven 
thofe natural inftinds are reprobated by the Illuminati, 
as holtile to the all-coroprchending philanthropy. Mr. 
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4 e Ia Metherie fays, that among the memorials fent from 
the clubs in England to the National Affembly, he read 
two (primed) in .which the Alterably was requefted to 
«ftabhlh a community of. wives, and to take children 
from their parents, and educate them, for the nation. In 
hill compliance with this dictate of univerfal philanthro- 
py, Weifhaupt would have murdered his own child and 
his concubine — and Orleans voted the death of his near 
relation. 

Indeed, of all the copfequcnces of Illumination, the 
molt melancholy is this revolution which it teems to 
operate . in the heart of man- — this forcible facrifice of 
every affc&ion of the heart to an ideal divinity, a mere 
creature of the imagination. — It feems a prodigy, yet it 
16 a matter, of experience, that the farther we advance, 
or vainly fuppofe that wc do advance, in the knowledge 
of our mental powers, the more are our moral feeling* 
• flattened: and done away. I remember reading, long 
ago, a dilfertation on the nurfmg of infants by a French 
-academician, Le Cointre of Verfailles. He indelicately 
fupports bis theories by the cafe of his own fon, a . weak 
puny infant, whom his mother was obliged to keep con- 
tinually applied fo her bofom, fo that flte rarely could 
-get two hours of’lleep during the time of fockling him. 
-Mr. Le Cointre lays, that (he contra&ed for this infant 
i** t me partiality tout-a-fait deraifonable”'-** Plato, or So- 
•crates, or Cicero, would probably have .explained this 
-by the habitual exercife erf pity, a very endearing emo- 
tion.-*— But ouc Academician, better illuminated, folves 
k by ftimuli on the papilla ; , and on the nerves of the 
Ikin, and by the meeting of the humifying aura , &c.aad 
does notfeem to think that young Le Cointre was much 
indebted to his mother. It would anaufe me to leant 
. that this was the wretch Le Cdiutre, Major of the Na- 
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tional Guards of Ver failles, who countenanced and en*- 
couraged the ihocking treafon and barbarity of thole ruf- 
fians on die 5th and 6th of October 1789. Complete 
.freezing of the heart would (I think) be the confequence 
iof a theory which, could perfectly explain the affedions 
•by vibrations or cryflallizations. — Nay, any very per- 
.fed theory of moral fentiraents mud have fomething of 
this tendency.'!— Eerhaps the ancient fydems of moral 
philofophy, which were chiefly fearches. after the fum.- 
mum bonum, and fydems of moral duties, tended more 
;to form and drengthen the heart, and produce a worthy 
•man, than the mod perfed theory of modern times, 

' which explains every phenomenon by means of a nice 
•anatomy of our affections. 

So far therefore as we are really more illuminated, it 
■.may chance to give us an eafier vidory oyer the natural 
;or indindive attachments of mankind, and make the la- 
;crifice to univ.erfal philanthropy lefscodly to the heart. 
il do not however pretend to fay that this is really the 
cafe but 1 think myielf fully warranted to fay, that in- 
.creafe of: virtuous affeftions in geheral has not been the 
.fruit ofimodem Illumination. I will not again ficken 
.the reader, by calling bis attention to Weilhaupt and his 
.affociates or fuedeflors. But let us candidly contcm- 
. plate the. world around. us, and particularly the perpetu- 
• al advocates of uni verfal philanthropy.. What have been 
.the general effeds of their continual declamations? Sure- 
ly very ' melancholy ; nor can it eafily be otherwife. — 
.An ideal dandard is continually referred to. This is 
:made gigantic, by being always feen indidindly, as thro’ 
.a. mid, or rather a fluttering air. In companion, with 
this, every feeling that we have been accudomed to re- 
fped vanilhes as infignificant ; and, adopting the Jefuiti- 
- cal maxim, that “the great end fandifies every mean,” this 
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ftimof Colltfo-political good^S made to eclipfe ot cover 
all 'the prefentevils which muft be endured for it. The 
fcft now is, that we are become fbfamiliatifed with enor- 
mities, fuch as brutality to the weaker fejry- cruelty ’ td 
old age, wanton refinemem on barbarity, -that we now 
hear unmoved accounts of v feenes, fmm which,* a fevi 
years ago, .We- WoUld hare Ihrunk back with horror: 
With cold hearts, and a metaphyfical fcaie, we meafure 
the prefent miferies of our fellow-creatures, and com- 
pare them 1 ' with the accumulated miferies of former times, 
decafioned througha courfe of ages, artd afcribed to the 
ambition of Princes. In this artificial manner are the 
atrocities of France extenuated ; and we ftruggle, and 
partly fuedeed, in reaforrirtg ourfelves out Of all the feel- 
ings whictrlirtk men together in fociety.-— -The ties of 
father, hdfband, brother, friend-— all are abandoned 
for 'an 'emotion which we mtfft even ftrivfe to excite—* 
univerfal philanthropy. But this- is fad perverfiOif of 
nature. “ He that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
feeri, how can he love God whom he hath tfoit feen — 
Still leCs dan he love this ideal being, of wbich he labours 
to conjure up fo me indiftinSand fleeting notion. It is 
alio highly abfurd; for, iri trying to col left the' cirdutn- 
ftances which Cohftitute the enjoyments of ;this Citiaett 
of the World, we fkid ourfelves juft brought back - 10 
the very moral feelings which we are wantonly' throwing 
away. Weifiiaupt alPureS its by the ' bappirtefsof the 
patriarchal life- as die furrmum boium of mart, ' But if it 
is any thing more than eating and fleepihg, and bullying 
with the neighbouring patriarchs, if irtuft confift in th$ 
domeftic and neighbourly affeftions, aftd every other 
•agreeable moral feeling, all which arn to be had- in our 
prefent Rate in greater abundance. 

j " 1 . ‘ * ‘ * 's , • _ _ 
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. But this is all a pretence j — the wicked corrupters of 
mankind have no fuch views of human felicity, nor 
would they be contented with it;— they want to intrigue 
Wd to lead and their patriarchal life anlwcrs the fame 
purpofe of tickling the fancy as the Arcadia of the po- 
ets. Horace fhows the frivolity of tbefe declamations, 
without formally enouncing tbemoraj, in his- pretty Ode, 

Scat ur tile qm frocul negoftu. 

The ufurer, after expatiating on this Arcadian felicity, 
hurries away to change, and puts his whole cafh again 
out to ufury. . •, 

. Equallymeffe&ive are the declamations of Cofino- 
politifm on a. mind filled with felfilh paffions they juft 
fcrveit for a fubterfuge.— The ties of ordinary life are 
broken in tbe firft place, «md the Citizen of the \yodd 
is. a wolf of the defert. 

. The unhappy confluence is, that the natural prt>- 
grefs of liberty is retarded; Had this ignis fajms'not 
appeared and milled us, the improvements which true 
Illumination- has really produced,, the increafe in feien- 
ces and arts, and the improvement in oureftimateof 
life and happinefe, would have continued, to work fi- 
kntly and gradually in all nations ; and thoie which ant 
lefs fortunate in point of government would alfo have 
improved, bit by bit, without lofingany fenfible portion 
of their prefent enjoyments in the poJkf&on of riches, 
or honors,, or power- Thofe pretentious would gradu- 
ally have come to balance each other, and true liberty, 
fuch as Britons enjoy, might have taken place over all* 

Inftead of this, the inhabitants of every State are put 
into a fituation where eycry .individual i» alarmed and 
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Injured by the’ fuceefs of -another,* becaufe all pre-emi- 
rtence is criminal. Therefore there raiift be perpetual 
jealoufy and ftruggle. Princes are now- alarmed, fince 
(hey fee the aim of the lower c-laffes, artd they repent of 
their former liberal conceffions. All parties maintain a 
fullen diftanq* and referv’e the people -become unruly* 
and the Sovereign hard-hearted; fo that liberty, fucb as 
can be enjoyed in peace, is banifhed from the country. 

- VIII. "When We fee how eagerly the Illuminati en~ 
deavoured to infinuate their Brethren into alt -offices 
which gave them influence on the public mind* and par- 
ticularly into feminaries of education, we fhould be par- 
ticularly careful to prevent them, and ought to examine 
with anxious attention the manner of thinking of all who 
offer them Pelves for teachers of youth. There is no 
part of the fecret correfpondence of Spart&cus and hii 
Aflbciates, in which we fee more varied and artful me* 
thods for fecurjng pupils, than in his own conduft. re* 
fpeQing the ftuderits in theUniverfity, and the injunc- 
tions he gives toothers. There are two men, Sochef 
and Drexl, who had the general infpeftion of the fchools 
in the Electorate. They are treated by Spartacus ai 
periods of the greateft coafequence, and the inftruftiotrs 
given them flick at no kind of corruption. Weifltatfpt 
is at pains, by circuitous and mean -arts, to induce young 
gentlemen to come under bis care, and, to one whom he 
defcribes in another letter as a little mafter who muft 
have much indulgence,' he caufes it to be intimated, that 
in the quarters where he is to be lodged, he will get the 
4cey of- the ftreet-door, fo that he can admit whom he 
will. ' In all this cahvaffing he never quits the great ob*- 
je61, the forming the mind of the young man according 
•to the principles of univerfal Liberty and Equality, and 
to gain this point, fcruples not to flatter* and even 
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wile bis' dangcrout paffioos. Wp may be' pertain, tbaf 
|be zeal of CofoiP-politjfm wi-lL-oppratp to t|ife feme way- 
?p other men, and we ought there foce>to be felicitous to 
have all that are the inftru&ors of youth, perfons of the 
moft decent manners. No queftion butfehriety and 
hypocrify may inhabit the fame breaft. Rot its *m»edi<- 
atceffeCf -on the pupil is at leaf! fife, aud it is always 
e*fy far a fenfible p&rent to reprefent-tbe reftriSUoos laid 
on the pupil by fuch a man as the effeCts of uncommon 
anxiety for hfs fafety. Whereas there is no core for the 
Jax principles that may fteaf upon the tender *mtnd that 
is not early put on its guard. Weifhuupt undoubtedly 
thought that the principles of civil aharchy would be ea. 
fieft inculcated on minds that had already fhaken off the 
reftraints of Religion, and entered into habits of fenfual 
indulgence. We lhall be fafe if we t ruff his judgment 
jn this matter.— — We ihoukl be particularly obfervant 
of the chara£ter and principles of Men of Talents , who 
offer them te Ives for thefe offices, becaufe their influence 
muff be very great. Indeed this anxiety fhouid extend 
to all offices which kv any way give the holders any re r 
markable influence on the minds of confiderable num- 
bers. Such (hould always be 6Ued by men of immacu- 
late characters and approved principles ; and, in time* 
like the prefent, where the moft efiential queftions am 
the fubjeCts of frequent difcuffion, we foould always 
•conlider with feme diftruft the men who are very cau r 
tious in declaring their opinions on thefe queftioos. 

• s It is a great misfortune undoubtedly to feel owrfelwa 
•in a fituation which makes us damp the enjoyments x|f 
life with fo much fufpicicm. But the hiftory of man- 
kind (hows us that many great revolutions have bee* 
produced by renrtote and apparently frivolous -caufe*. 
When things come to a height it is frequently ianpoffibfe 
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m find a cure— at any rate medicina fero paratvr,' and it 
is much better to prevent the difeafc— -princijiiis objla — » 
venienti occurrilt morbo. 

IX. Nor cae it be faid that thefe are vain fears. Wo 
know that the enemy . is working among us, and that 
there are many appearances in thefe kingdoms which 
ftrongly referable the contrivance of this dangerous Af- 
ibciation. We know that before the Order of Illumi- 
nati was broken up by the Elector of Bavaria, there 
were feveral Lodges in Britain, and we may be certant 
that they axe not all broken up. I know that they are 
Bot^ond that within thefe two years forme Lodges were 
ignorant, or affe&ed to be fo, of the corrttpted princi. 
pies and dangerous defigns of the Illuminati. The con- 
..Bitution of the Order (hows that this may be, for die 
-Lodges tbemfelves were illuminated by degrees. Bat I 
mutt remark that we can hardly fuppofe a Lodge to be 
efiablilhed in any place, unlefs there be fame very zeal, 
juris Brother at hand to inftruft and diretl it; And I 
.think that a perfon can hardly be advanced as far as the 
Tank of Scotch Knight of the Order, and be a £»fe man 
either for our church or ftate. - I am very well informed 
that there are feveral thoufands of fubferibing Brethren 
in London alone, and we cam hardly doubt but that ma- 
ny of thatnumberare welladvanced. The vocabulary aife 
/of the Illuminati is current in certain fodetics among us» 
Thefe Societies have -taken the very name and conftuuti. 
■on of the French and German focieties. Correfpond. 

Affiliated — Provincial — Rescript— Convention — 
Reading, Societies— Citizen of the World— Liberty and 
.Equality, the Impuefcriptible Rights of Man, See. &c. 
And mnft^txiat be acknowledged that our public arbi- 
ters of literary merit have greatly changed their manner 
••of treatment of theological and political writings of late 
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years ? Till Paine’s Age of Reafon ‘appeared* the moft 
fceptical writings of England kept within the bounds of 
decency and of argument, and we have not, in the courfe 
of two centuries, one piece that (hould be compared 
With many of the blackguard productions of the German 
prefles. Yet even thofe performances generally met 
with {harp reproof as welt as judicious refutation. This 
is a tribute of commendation to which my country is 
moft juftly entitled. In a former part of my life I was 
pretty converfant in writings -of this kind, and have feen' 
almoft every Englilh performance of note. I cannot 
exprefs the furprife and difguft which I felt at the num- 
ber and the grofs indecency of the German differtations 
which have come in my way fittce I began this little hif- 
tory— and many of the titles which I obferve intheLeip- 
zig catalogues are fiich as I think no Britifh writer wOuld 
make ufe of. I am told that the licentioufnefs of the 
prefs has been equally remarkable in France, even be- 
fore the Revolution.—-May this fenfe of propriety and 
decency long continue to proteftus, and fupport the na- 
tional charafter for real gOod breeding, as oQr attain- 
ments in manly fcience have hitherto gained Us the re- 
fpeft of the furrotinding nations. ' 

I cannot help thinking that Britifh fenthnent, or Bri- 
tifli deKcacy, is changed ; for Pairie’s book is treated by 
moft of our Reviewers with an affeQed liberality and 
candour, and is laid before the public as quite new 
matter, and a fair field fOrdifcuflion- — and it ftrikes me 
as if our critics were more cartful to : let nor fault of his 
opponents pafs unnoticed than to expofe the futility and 
rudenefs of this indelicate writer. In the reviews of po- 
litical writings we fee few of thofe kind endeavours, 
which real love for our conftitutional government would 
induce a writer to employ in order to leflen the Jrethri 


Dipitiiod h^iOO^lc, 



THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 3S7 

di (contents of the people ; and there is frequently be- 
trayed a fatisfadion at finding adm^ni ft ration in ftraits, 
either through mifeondud or misfortune* Real love for 
qur country and its government would f I think) induce- 
a perfon to mix with his criticifms fome fentiments of 
fympathy with the embaraftment of a minifter loaded with 
the bufinefs of a great nation, in a tituation never before 
experienced by any minifter. The critic would recol- 
lect that the minifter was a man, fubjed to error, but 
not neceffarily nor altogether bafe. But it feemsto be 
an aflumed principle with fome of our political writers, 
and reviewers that government muft always be in fault, 
and that every thing needs a reform. Such were the 
beginnings on the continent, and we cannot doubt but 
that attempts are made to influence the public mind in 
this country, in the very way that has been pradifed 
abroad. — Nay, 

; X. The deteftabfe dodrines of iUuminatifm have 
cbeen openly preached among us. Has not Dr. Prieftly 
laid (1 think in one of his letters on the Birmingham 
riots) “ That if the condition of other nations be aa 
much improved as that of France will be by the change 
in her fyftem of government, the great crifis, dreadful 
as it may appear, will be a confummation devoutly to 
be wilhed for j — apd though calamitous to many, per- 
haps to many innocent, perlons, will be eventually glo- 
rious and happy.” — -Is not this equivalent to Spartacus 
faying, “ True — -there will beaftorm, a convulfion — • 
but all will be calm again ?” — Does Dr. Prieftly think 
that the Britilh will part more eafily than thair neigh- 
bours in France with their property and honors, fecured 
by ages of peaceable pofleflion, proteded by law, and 
acquiefeed in by all who wifh and hope that their own 
defeendants may reap the fruits of their honed induftry ? 
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—Will they make A left manly ftrugglc P^Are they 
left numerous ? — Maft his friend’!, his patrons, whom 
lie has thanked, and praifed, and flattered, yield up all 
peaceably, or fall in the general ftruggle ? This writer 
has already given the ; raoft promifmg fpecimenis of hi* 
' own docility in the principles of Iliuminatifm, and has 
already paffed : through feveral degrees of initiation. He 
has refined-and refined on Chriftianity, and boafh, like 
another Spartacus, that he has, at laft, hit on the true 
fecref.— Has he not been preparing the minds' of bfc 
readers for Atheifm by his theory of mind, and by bis 
commentary on the unmeaning jargon of Dr. Hartley P 
I call it unmeaning jargon, that I may avoid giving it a 
more appofife and difgraceful name. For, if intelligence 
and defign be nothing but a certain modification of the 
mbratincnculse or undulations of any- kind, what is fu- 
preme intelligence, but a more extenfive, an<f (perhapi 
they will call it) refined undulation, pervading or mix- 
ing with all others? Indeed it is in this very manner that 
the univetfal operation of intelligence is preteilded tobft 
explained. As any new or partial undulation may be 
fuperiiiducect on any other already exifting, and this 
without the lealf diftUrbance or confufion, To may the 
Inferior intelligences in the tmiverfe be only fupcrinduc- 
fions on the operations of this fupreme intelligence which 
pervades them all.— And thus an undulation (of ’what f 
furely of fomething pfior'to and independent of this mo- 
dification) is the caufe of all rhe beings in the univerfe, 
and of all the harmony and beauty that we^obferve.— 
And this undulation is the objeH. of love, and gratitude, 
and confidence (that is, of other kinds of undulations.) 
Fortunately all this has no meaning.— But furelv,” if'any 
thing can tend to diminilh the force of our religious fen- 
timents, end make all Dr. Prieftly’sdifcoveries in Chrifl- 
ianity infigmfic'ant, this will do it. 
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Were it poflible for the departed foul of Newton ta 
feel pain, he would furely recoiled with regret that 
unhappy hour, when, provoked by Dr. Hooke’s charge 
of plagiariftn, he firft threw out his whim of a vibrating 
aether, to fhow what might be made of an hypothefis.— 
For Sir Ifaac Newton muft be allowed to have paved 
the way for much of the atomical philofophy of the mo- 
dems. . Newton’s aether is affumed as a fac totum by eve- 
ry precipitate fciolift, who in defpite of logic, and in 
contradiction to all the principles of mechanics, gives us 
theories of mufcular motion, of animal fenfation* and 
even of intelligence and volition, by the undulations of 
aetherial fluids. Not one of a hundred of thefe theorifts 
can go through the fundamental theorem of all this doc- 
trine, the 47th prop, of the ad book of the Principia, 
and not one'in a thoufand know that Newton’s inveftiga- 
tion is inconclufive. — Yet they talk of the effeds and 
modifications of thofe undulations as familiarly and con- 
fidently as, if they could demonftrate the propofitions in 
Euclid’s Elements. 

Yet fuch is the reafoning that fatisfies Dr. Prieftly. But 
I do not fuppofe that he has yet attain' i his acme of Il- 
lumination. His genius has been cramped by Britifli 
prejudices. — Thefe need not fway his mind any longer. 
He is now in that “ rara temporis (et loci) felicitate, ubi 
j entire qua velis, et qua fentias dicere licet” — in the 
country which was honored by giving the world the firft 
avowed edition of the Age of Reafon , with the name of 
the (hop and publifher. I make no doubt hut that his 
mind will now take a higher flight— — and we may exped 
to fee him fire “ that train by which he boafted that he 
Would blow up the religious eftablifhment of his ftupid 
amd enflaved native country. — Peace be with him.— Buf 

" XT'- 
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J grieve that he has left any of his friends and abettors 
among us.-— A very eminent one (aid in a company a few 
days ago* that “ he would willingly wade to the knees 
tn blood to overturn the eftablifhracnt of the Kirk of 
Scotland.” I underhand that he propofes to go to In- 
dia, and there to preach Chriflianity to the natives. Let 
nje befecch him to recolletlUhat among us Chriftianity is 
ftill confidercd as the gofpel of peace, and that it ftrong- 
ty diffuades us from bathing our feet in blood. 

I underftand that more apo.ftles of this million are 
arvowed enemies of all religious eftablifliments, and in- 
deed of all dlablifliments of any kind. But* as I do 
not fee a greater chance of one paftor or one patriarch 
being in the right, either as to religious or political mat- 
ters, than a number of pallors or patriarchs, who have 
qonfulted together, and compared and accommodated 
their opinions; and as I can find nothing but quarrels 
apd ill-will, among independents, I fhouljd be forty to- 
have any of our eftablifliments deftroyed, and am there-* 
fore apprehenfive of fome danger from the zealous 
fpreading of fuqh doctrines, efpec rally as they make it 
e.qually neceffary to admit the pleaching up no religion* 
apd no civil eftabiiihment whatever. . 

• Seeing that there are fuch grounds ©f apprehension* 
L think that we have eaufo to be on our guard, and- that 
every man who has enjoyed the fwcetS; of Britilk liberty 
lhould be. very anxious indeed to preferve it.. We 
Ibould difeourage all fperet affemblies, which afford op- 
portunities to the difaffc£led> and ail converfations which 
fo.fter any notions of political perfection, and create 
hankerings after unattainable hap pine fs, Thefe only in- 
crealc the difeontents of the. unfortunate, the idle, and t fie 
worthlcfs,— Above allj wcjhyuid be careful to difeou- 
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fagc and check immorality and licCntioufnefs in evet-jr 
ihape. For this will of itfelf fubvert every government^ 
and will fubjeft us to the yile tyranny of the mob. 

XI. If there has ever been a feafon in which it was 
proper to call upon the public inftruttors of the nation 
to exert themfelves in the caufe of Religion and of Vir- 
tue, it is furely tire prefent. It appears from the tenoir 
of the whole narration before the reader, that Religion 
and Virtue are confidered as the great obftacles to thfe 
Completion of this plan for overturning (he government 
of Europe — and I hope that I have made it evident that 
-fhele confpirators have prefuppofed that there is deeply 
rooted in the heart of man a lincefe veneration for unfo- 
phifticated Virtue, and an affeQ.ionate propenfity tO 
Religion; that is, to confider this beautiful world as 
the pi;odudion of wifdom and power, refiding in a Being 
different from the world itfelf, and the natural object of 
admiration and of love. — -I do not fpeak of the truth of 
this ' principle at prefent, but only of its reality, as ah 
impreflion on the heart of man. Thefc principles muft 
therefore be worked on — and they are acknowledged to 
be ftrong, becaufe much art is employed to eradicate 
diem, or to overwhelm them by other powerful agents. 
-•—We aifo fee that Religion and Virtue are confidered 
-by thofe corrupters as clofely united, and as mutually 
fupponing each other. This they admit as a fact, and 
labour to prove to be a miftake. — And laflly, they en- 
tertain no hopes of complete fucccfs till they have ex- 
ploded both. 

This being the cafe, I hope that I fhalt he clear of all 
charge of impropriety, when I add'rcfs our national ih- 
ftrufctors, and earneftly defirre them to confider tin's 
caule as peculiarly theirs. The world has been corrupt- 
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ed under pretence of moral indruftion. — Backwardnef* 
therefore, on their part, may do inconceivable. harm, 
becaufe it will mod certainly be interpreted, as an ac- 
knowledgment of defeat, and they will be accufed of in- 
difference and infincerity. — I know that a modeft man 
relu&antly comes forward with any thing that has the 
appearance of thinking himfelf wifer or better than his 
neighbours. But if all are fo bafhful, where will it end ? 
Mud we allow a parcel of wortblefs profligates, whom 
no man would trud with the management of the mod 
•trifling concern, to pafs with the ignorant and indolent 
for teachers of true wifdom, and thus entice the whole 
world into a trap. They have fucceeded with our un- 
fortunate neighbours on the continent, and, in Germa- 
ny (to their (hame be it fpoken) they have been aflided 
even by fome faithlefs clergymen. 

But I will hope better of my countrymen, and I think 
that our clergy have encouragement even from the na- 
tive character of Britons. National companions are in- 
deed ungraceful, and are rarely candid — but I think they 
'may be indulged in this indance. It is of his ownxoun- 
trymen that Voltaire fpeaks, when he fays, “ that they 
refemble a mixed breed of the monkey and the tiger,” 
animals that mix fun with mifchief, and that fport with 

the torments of their prey. -They have indeed given 

the mod (hocking proofs of the judnefs of his portrait. 
It is with a t;onfiderable degree of national pride, there- 
fore, that I compare the behaviour of the French with 
that of the Britifh in a very iimilar fituation, during the ’ 
civil wars and the ufurpation of Cromwell. There have 
been more numerous, and infinitely more atrocious, 
crimes committed in France during any one half year 
fmee the beginning of the Revolution, than during the 
.whole of that tumultuous period. And it fliould be re- 
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membered, that to all other grounds of difconteni was 
added no fmall fhare of religious fanaticifm, a paflion 
"(may I call it) which' feldom fails to roufe every angry 

thought of the heart. Much may be hoped for from 

an earned and judicious addrefs to that rich fund of 
manly kindnefs that is confpicuous in the Britifh charac- 
ter — a fund to which I am perfuaded we owe the excel- 

- lence of our conftitutional government— No where elfe 
in Europe are the claims of the different ranks in fociety 
• fo generally and fo candidly admitted. All feel their 
force, and all all6w them to others. Hence it happens 
that they are enjoyed in fo much peace — hence it hap- 
pens that the gentry live among the yeomen and farmers 

- with fo eafy and familiar a fuperiority : 

■ E xtrema per illot ( 

Jfu/litid excedetu terns wfiigia fee'll. 

Our clergy are alfo well prepared for the taflt. For 
our anceftors differed exceedingly from the prefent Illu- 
minators in their notions, and have enacted that the 
clergy fhall be well inftru&ed in natural philofophy, 
judging that a knowledge of the fymmetry of nature, and 
the beautiful adjuftment of all her operations, would 
produce a firm belief of a wifdom and power which is 
the fource of all this fair order, the Author and Con- 
ductor of all, and therefore the-natural object of admi- 
ration and of love. A good heart is open to this impref- 
fion, and feels no reluctance, but on the contrary' a 
pleafure, in thinking man the fubjeft of his goverment, 

, and the object of his care. This point being once gain- 
ed, I fhould think that the falutary truths of Religion 
will be highly welcome. I fhould think that it will be 
eafy to convince fuch minds, that in the midft of the 
immenfe variety of the wofks of God, there is one 
great plan to which every thing feems to refer, namely. 
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the crouding this world, to the utmoft degree of’paffi- 
jbility, with life, with heiDgs that enjoy the things around 
then),, each in its own degree and manner. 'Among 
thele, man makes a jpoft conlpicuous figure, and the 
tnQxiwtum of his enjoyments fee ms a capital article in the 
.ways of Providence.— It will, I think, require link 
trouble to (hew that the natural dictates of Religion, or 
the immediate xefults of the belief of God’s moral go- 
vernment of the univerfe, coincide, in every drcunt- 
.fiance of fentiment, difpofition, and conduct, with thofe 
.that are rood productive of enjoyment (on the whole) in 
-focial life. The fame train of thought will ihew, that 
<the teal improvements in the pleafuces of fociety, are, in 
fa£t, improvements of man’s rational nature, and fo ma- 
ny fteps toward thatperfeQion which our ownconfciences 
tell us we are capable of, and which Religion encoura- 
ges us to hope for in another (late of being. And thus 
•wHl “ the ways of Wifdota appear to be ways of plea- 
fenjtnefs, and all her paths to be peace.” 

Dwelling on fuch topics, there is no occafion for any 
political difcuflion. This would be equally improper 
and hurtful. Such di fcuflions never fail to produce ill- 
humour.-— But furely the higheft complacence mull re- 

■ fult from the thought that we are co-operating with (he 
Author of all wifdom and goodnefs, and helping forward 

■ the favorite plans of his providence. Such a thought 
mud elevate the mind which thus reeognifes a. fort of al- 
liance with the Author of nature.— Our brethren in fo- 
ciety ■ appear brethren indeed, heirs of the lame hopes, 
and travelling to the fame country. This will be a 
fort of moral patriotifm, and (hould, I think, produce 
mutual forbearance, fince we difcover imperfections in 
all creatures, and are confcious of them in ourfelves — 
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notwithstanding which, we hope to be all equal at'laft int 
worth and in happiness. 

I Should gladly hope that I fhall not be accufed of 
prefumption in this addrefs. There is no profeflkm 
that I more Sincerely refpefik than that of the religious 
and moral inftru&or of *ny country., I am faying no- 
thing here that I am not a ecu homed to urge at much 
greater length in the courfe of toy profefhonal duty. 
4^nd I do not think that .1 am juftly chargeable with va- 
nity, when I fuppofe that many years, of delightful Study 
qf tlte works oT God, have given me foroewhat n»Te ac- 
quaintance with them, than is probably attained bythofe 
who. never think of the matter, being continually engag- 
ed in the buttle p£ life. Should one of this description' 
fey that all }s fete-or chaltce, and that “ the, fame thing 
happens to all,’* as is- but too: common, I fhould ; 
think that a prudent man will give, ib much preference to 
iny aflertiork, as at leaff, to think ferioufly about die thing, 
before he allow himfelf any indulgence ih things which I 
affirm to be highly dangerous to his future peace and hap- 
pinefs- t Eor this realbn I hope not tn be accufed of going 
out of my line, hot hear any. one fay, “ Nc Julor ultra 
cfepidam" ,Tbe prefent is a feafen ofadxiety, and it w 
the duty of every naan to contribute bis mite to the ge- 
neral good, . : . . , 

„ It is irt feme fuch. betpes< that I have written tliefe paf* 
ges ; and if they have any fetch effect, I ihall think my- 
felf fortunate in having by chance hit on fomething ufe- 
fal, wherri was, only trying to atnuffe hiyfdf during the 
tfcdious hours of bad health and confinement.. No per- 
Ibn is more fenfihle of the many ini perfections of thi* 
performance ihan nayfeif. But, as I. have no motive: 
for the, pubhgatipft, bat. the. hapes of doing feme good, 1. 
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truft that I fhall obtain a favorable acceptance of my en- 
deavours from an intelligent, a candid, and a good-na- 
tured public. I muft entreat that it be remembered that 
thefe fheets are not the work of an author determined to 
write a book. They were for the mod part notes, which, 
I took from books I had borrowed, that I might occa- 
Conally have recourfe to them when occupied with Free 
Mafonry, the firft object of my curiofity. My curio- 
fi ty was diverted to many other things as I went along, 
and when the Illuminati came in my way, I regretted 
the time I had thrown away on Free Mafonry. — But, 
obferving their connexion, I thought that I perceived 
the progrefs of one and the fame delign. This made me 
eager to. find out any remains of Weilhaupt’s Aflocia- 
tion. I was not furprifed when I faw marks of its in- 
terference in. the French Revolution. — In huntingdor 
clearer proofs I found out the German Union— and, in 
fine, the whole appeared to be one great and wicked pro- 
jeft, fermenting and working over all Europe. — Some 
highly refpefted friends 'encouraged me in the hope of 
doing fome fervice by laying my informations before the 
public, and faid that no time fhould be loftj — I there- 
fore fet about colleQing my fcattered fa£b. — -I under- 
took this talk at a time when my official duty prefled 
hard on me, and bad health made me very unfit for ftu- 
dy. — The effefls of this muft appear in many faults, - 
which I fee, without being able at prefent to amend 
them. 1 owe this apology to the public, and I truft 
that my good intentions will procure it acceptance.* 

; * While the fheet commencing p. 354 was printing off, I got a 
fight of a work publilhed in Paris laft year, entitled La Conjuration 
J’ Orleans. It confirms all that I have laid refpedting the ufe made 
of the Free Mafbn Lodges. — It gives a particular account of the 
formation of the Jacobin Club, by the Club Breton. This laft ap- 
pears to have been the Afloeixtioa formed with the affiftance of the 
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, . Nothing would give .me more fmcere.pleafure than tp 
(be the wjioje ppyed po be a miftake j^-*o be convinced 
tji^t tjie^eis po fuch p ]of, and that we run no rifk of the 
cont^an ; but that Britain will continue, by the abiif* 
ij)g prey^lence of Japnor, of virtue, and of true religion, 
to epthib^t thp faireft fpeqimeri of civil government tha£ 
pyer wajS fcep on earth* and a national charaSer and con* 

German Deputies. The Jacobin Club had feveral committees, fi- 
milar to thofe of the National AfTembly.' Among others, it had k 
Committee of Enquiry and Correspondence, whbfe b'ufinefs itwaY 
to gain partisans, to difcover enemies, to decide on the merits of 
^he ®ret 5 irqn, . and to form fimilar Clubs in o;her places* 

The author of the above-mentioned Work writes as follows (vol 4 
3. p. 19.) We may judge of what the D. of Orleans could do in 
other places, bj what he did during his ftay in England. During 
his ftay m London,' he gained over to his intereft* Lord Stanhope 
land Dr. Price, two of the taoft refpe&able members of the Revolv* 
tion Society . This Society had no other objeft (it faid) but to fup- 
^port the Revolution, which had driven James II. from the throne 
of his anceftbrs. ' : ’ *' 

Orleansjnade of this aflbeiation a true Jacobin Club— It enter- 
ed into correfponderice with tHe Committee of Enquiry of our Com- 
mune, with the fame Committee of our Jacobin Club, and at lift 
with our National AfTembly. It evenfent to the AfTembly an o£ 
tenfible letter, in which we may fee the following paflages 1 

* l The Society congratulates the National AfTembly of France 
on the Revolution which has taken place in that country. It can* 
not but earneftly wifli for the happy conclufion of fo important a 
Revolution, and, at the fame time, exprefs the extreme fatisfa&ion 
which it feels in refle< 5 ting on the glorious example which France 
has given to the world.” (The Reads* Will remark, that in this 
example are contained all the horrors which had been exhibited in 
France before the month of March 1790; and that before this 
time, the conduct of the D. of Orleans on the 5th and 6th of Octo- 
ber 1739, with all the Ihocking atrocities of thofe days, were fully 
known in England.) 

z * 
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daft not unworthy of the ineftimable blefCngs that we 
enjoy. Our excellent , Sovereign, at his accelfion to 
the throne, declared to his Parliament that he cloried 
IN HAVING BEEN BORN A BRITON. WouldtO God 

, m 

that all and each of his fubjefts had entertained the fame 
lofty notions of this good fortune. Then would they 
have laboured, as he has done for near forty years, to 
fupport the honor of the Britilh name by fetting as 
.bright an example of domeftic and of public virtue.— 
Then would Britons have been indeed the boall of hu- 
manity — then we fhould have viewed thefe wicked plots 
of our neighbours with a fmile of contempt, and of fin- 
cere pity — and there would have been no need of this 
imperfeft but well-meant performance. 

“ The Society re folves unanimoufly to invite all the people of 
- England to eftablifh Societies through the kingdom, to. fupport the 
principles of the Revolution (look back to p. 315, of this work) “ to 
form correfpondences between themfelves, and by thefe means to 
ellablifh a great concerted Union of all the true Friends of Liberty.” 

Accordingly (lays the French author) this was executed, and 
Jacobin Clubs were eftabliflied in fcveral cities of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland. 


1 Nt- 61 


Ciooglc 



A LTHOUGH I faw no reafon to doubt of the vali. 

lidity of the prqofs which I have offered in the pre- 
ceding pages, of a confpiracy againft the deareft interefts 
of every nation of Europe, nor of the importance of the 
information to my own countrymen, it gives me great 
fatisfadion to learn that it has been received with favor 
and indulgence. This I may conclude from the impref' 
lion’s being exhaufted fn a few days, and becaufe thfe 
publifher informs me that another edition is wanted im- 
mediately. T could -have wrfhed that this were defer- 
‘ red for fome time, that I might have availed tayfelf off 
the obfervations of others, and be enabled to correct the 
miftakes into which I have been led by my fcanty know- 
ledge of the German language, and the miftake^of the 
' writers from whom I derived all my informations. *1 
fhould, in that cafe, have attempted to make the work 
more worthy of the public eye, by correding many im- 
perfedions, which the continual diftradion of bad health, 
and my hafte to bring it before the public, have occafi- 
oned. I fhould have made the difpofition more natural 
and perfpicuous, and have lopped off fome redundances 
and repetitions. Btit the printer tells me, that this would 
greatly retard the publication, by changing the feries bf 
the pages. At any rate, I am not at prefent in a condi- 
-tion to engage in any work that requires difpatch. 'I 
mull yield therefore to thofe reafons, and content myfelf. 
with fuch Corredions as can be made immediately. ' 
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I have found, after minute enquiry, that I was mi (ta- 
ken as to the expreffion of an eminent follower of Dr. 
Prieftly, mentioned before. The perfon alluded to dif- 
claims all fanguinary proceedings, and my information 
arofe from & very erroneous-account which was circula- 
ted of the converfation. But I ftill think the caution 
'equally neceffary, which I recommended to the hearefs 
of the frequent arid violent declamations made by thofe 
alluded to, again ft all religious eftabliihments. 

Except the anecdote of Diderot’s library, I do not 
recoiled another affertion in the book, for which I have 
ppt the authority of printed evidence. This ftory was 
Jtpl.4 ioq by fo naaqy pprfons pf credit} who were, on the 
ipot at the time, that I have ho doubt of its truth. . 

,...i alfo .fiqd tTiat t was thiftaken in niy conjedure that 
•jAr..Lc franc communicated his fufpicioris of the horrid 
•/defigns of the Free Mafons to Archbi/hop Cobct. It 
Jpuft have, been to Mr. Lc Clerc do fuigne, a moil wor- 
thy prelate, whom the hatred of the jacobins obliged to 
.fly. into Switzerland. The Catholic clergy were butch- 
_ered or baoithed, and the Jacobins fubftituted in their 
places fuch as would fecond their views, Gobet was 
•^worthy of their confidence, and the Arc’hbijhojp of Thou • 
.loufe himfelf could not have ferved the caufe of 

■the philofophifts more effectually, had they fucce'eded in 
their attempts to get him continued Archbiihop of Paris. 

As the poetical picture of unqualified Liberty and 
Equality, and tire indolent pleafures pf the patriarchal 
. life, are the charm by • which the Illuminators hope to 
fafeinate all hearts, and as they reprobate every con- 
ftruftjon pf fociety which tolerates any permanent tu- 
. bordination, and particularly fuch as found this fubor- 
' dination on diftindions of ranks, and fcout all privile- 
. ges allowed to particular orders of men, I hope that it 
will not be thought foreign to the general pufpofe of the 
foregoing Work, if, I with great deference, lay before 
the Reader fome of my reatons for afferting, without 
befitation, in a former part, that the Briiifh conilitution 
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is the only one that Will give permanent' hap pi fiefs to k 
great and .luxurious riatiort, and is peculiarly calculated 
tb give full exercHe to the beflpropeiWities of cultivate 
Bd faihds. Iain the more deiirous of doing this, be- 
caiife it teems to hie that molt of the politihsd W riters on 
the Gbhtirterit^ and mahy of rtsy countrymen, have not 
att'erid'ed tb important circiiriift&rtCes ■which diftirigoHh 
our cbriftittiridn frdih the States General of •France and 
bthet - cbutitries. The republicans in Francfc have, fined 
the devolutions employed the pains iii featching their 
Vecords, Which blight tb Have bfcen taken before the coh- 
vocation of the States, and which Would prdbablv have 
prevented that ftep altogether. They have fhewn that 
the meetings of the'St&tesj if we except that in i6i| and 
1483, were uniformly ■ occifions of mutual contelti be- 
tween the different Orders, in which theinterefts of the 
nation and the authority of the Crown were equally for- 
gotten, and “the kingdom was plunged hub ail the fior- 
'rorfc of a rancorOils civil war. Of this they give us & 
tehaarkable in fiance during the captivity of King John 
in 1355 and 1356, the horrors of which were hardly ex- 
heeded by any thing that has happened in our days. 
They have fhewn the fame difinal eohfe^ucuces qf the 
! affembly of the different Orders in Bratnflit ; and ftill 
more remarkably in Sweden and Denmark^ Where they 
have frequently produced a revolution and change of 
'government, all of Which have terminated in the abfoluGe 
government, ei ther of the Crown, or of one of the con- 
tending Orders. They laugh at the fimphcity of the 
Britifh for expecting that the permanent fruits of our 
conftitution, which is founded on the fame jarring prin- 
ciples, (hall be any better ; and albei t, that the peacea- 
ble ekercife of its levcral powers for fomewhac more 
than a century (a thing never experienced by us 'in for- 
mer times) has proceeded from circumfhmces merely 
accidental. With much addrefs they have lllected the 
• former difturbances, and have connected theii) by a fort 
of principle, fo as to ftippOrt their fyfiem, 44 that a 
States General or Parliament, conliflingdf a reprefen- 
tation of the different dalles of citizens, can never deli- 
berate for .the general good, but muft always occupy 
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their time in contentions about their mutual invafions 
of privilege, and will fadale every aid to the executive 
power, with fome unjuft and ruinous aggrandifement of 
. the victorious Order.” They have the effrontery to give 
< the MaoMA Ch arta as an inftance of an ufurpation of 
the great feudatories, and have reprefented it in fuch a 
light as to make it the game of their writers mid of the 
tribunes.— AH this they have done in order to reconcile 
the minds of the few thinking men of the nation to the 
abolitiomof the different Orders of the State, and to their 
National Convention in the form of a chaotic mafs of 
Frenchmen, one and indiviiible : 

Nan lent junSonm £fcor£a Jemma reram , 

. UM frigidd puegnaiant co&du, humentia Jiccit, 

Mollia cum dur'u, jine ptmAert habcntia ptndut. 

Their reafonings would be juft, and their proofs from 
hiftory would be convincing, if their premifes were true; 
if the Britiftv Parliament were really an affembly of three 
Orders, either perfonally, or by reprefentation, delibe- 
rating apart, each having a veto on the deciflons of thp 
other two. And I apprehend that moft of my country- 
men, who have not had occafton to canvafs the fubje& 
with much attention, fuppofe this to be really the Bri- 
tilh Conftitution: for, in the ordinary table converfa-' 
tions on the fubjeft, they feldom go farther, and talk 
with great complacence of the balance of hoftile powers,' 
of the King as the umpire of differences, and of the peace 
and profperity that refults from the whole. 

But I cannot help thinking that this is a mifconcepti* 
on, almoft in every circumftancc. I do not know any 
oppofite interefts in the State,- except the general one of 
the governor and the governed, the king and the fub- 
je£l.— *-If there -is an umpire in our conftitution, it is the 
houfe of Lords— but this is not as a reprefentation of 
. the perfons of birth, but as a court of hereditary magif- 
trates : the Peers do not-meet to defend their own privi- 
leges as citizens-, but either as the counfellors of the 
King, or as judges in the laft refort. The privileges for 
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which we fee them fometimes contend, are not the pri- 
vileges of the high-born, of the great vaflals of the 
Crown, but the privileges of the Houfe of Lords, of 
the fupreme Court of Judicature, or of the King’s 
Council. In all the nations on the Continent, the dif- 
ferent Orders, as they are called, of the State, are cor- 
porations, bodies politic, which have jurifdi&ion within 
themfelves, and rights which they can maintain at their 
own hand, and privileges which mark them moll diftinfcl- 
ly, and produce fuch a complete reparation between the 
different Orders, that they can no more mix than oil 
and water. Yet the great prefident Montefquieu fays, 
that the Peerage of England is a body of Nobility; and 
he ufes the term body in the ftri6l fenfe now mentioned, 
as fynonomous to corporation. He has repeatedly ufed 
this term to denote the fecond order of Frenchmen, per- 
fons of noble birth, or ennobled (that is, veiled in the 
privileges and diftindions of the nobly born) united by 
law, and having authority to maintain their privileges. 
The hi (lory of France, nay of our own country, fhows 
us that this body may enjoy all its diftintlions of nobi- 
lity, and that the Great Barons ihay enjoy the preroga- 
tives of their baronies, although the authority of the 
Crown is almoft annihilated. — We have no cogent rea- 
fon, therefore, for thinking that they will be conftantly 
caireful to fupport the authority of the Crown ; and much 
lefs to believe that they will, at the fame time, watch 
over the liberties of the people. In the election of their, 
reprefentatives (for the whole body of the gentlejhen 
,mu(l appear by reprefentation) we muft not expe£t that 
they will felett fuch of their own number as will take 
care of thofe two eflential objefls of our confutation. — 
Equally jealous of the authority of the Crown and of the 
encroachments of all thole who are not gentlemen, and 
even fearful of the alfiimptions of the great Barons, tire 
powerful individuals of their own order, they will always 
choo'fe fuch reprefentatives as will defend their own 
rights in the firlt place. Such perfohs are by no means 
fit for maintaining the proper authority of the Crown, 
and keeping the reprefentatives of the lower claties with- 
in proper bounds. 



3?4 PQSTSepjET. 

Bat this is not the nature of- otft Hp.ufe of Lord* iti 
the prefc/it clay. It va$ fo formerly ip a great meafure, , 
and. bad the fatpc je/Fc^ts in othef Qpijntrifs. JJu^ 
ijnce the Revolution, the Peers of , Of eat IJrUain have po 
important privileges w h i eh Relate merely pr chic fly tq 
birth. Tbefe all rcfpr to their fujiflions a,s MagiQrate? 
pf rhe fupretpe Court. The King can, at any time, placp 
in this Houfe any eminent pcrl'op whom he thinks wor- 
thy of the ofiice of hereditary niagiftrate. The Peers 
are noble — -thatis, .rep^rkablcvillultriojus ; hut are not 
pecefiarijy, npr in cyery lallancc, pcrfbns of high birth. 
This Houle therefore is not, in any fort, the reprefenta, 
five of what is called ijp ranee the Nobleffe — a particu- 
lar call of the nation por.is it a juufclion of the proprie- 
tors of the great fees of the Crown, as fuch ; — fo.r many, 
very many, of the greatc/l baronies are in the hands of 
thpfe we call Commoners.— T ; hey, lit as the King’s Coun- 
cellors, or as Judges. — Therefore the members of out 
Upper Houfe are not fwayed by the prejudices of any 
.clafs of the citizens. , ? hfty are hereditary tnagiljratej, 
.created by the Sovereign, for, his council, to defend his 
.prerogati ves, to hold the .balance between the throne ana 
the people. The greatell part of the Nobility .(in’ thp 
.continental fenfe of the .word) are not called into thin 
.Houfe, but they tnay .be members of the Lower Houffr 
.which we call the Commons ; nay idre Tons and the *bro{- 
.thers of the Peers are in the fame lituatiqn. The Peers 
•therefore cannot be hoflile or indifferent to the liberty, 

■the rights, qr the happinefs of the Commons, without 
.being the enemies of their own families. 

. Nor is our Hpufe of Commons at all frniilar to d\e j 
, Third Eft ate of any of the neighbouring kingdoms. 
.They are not the representatives of the ignobly born, qr 
• of any clafs of citizens. The members are the proper , 
; reprefentatives of the whole nation, and conlilt of per- 
. fons of every clafs, peribns of the highelt birth. ‘ pt flops 
. of great fortune, perlonsof education, of knowledge, of 
. talents. 
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Thus the caufes of diffenfion which refer to the dif- 
tindive rights or prerogatives of the different claffes of 
citizens are removed, becaufe in each Houfe there are 
many individuals fele&ed from all the claffes. 

A Peer, having attained the higheft honors of thfe 
Hate, muft be an enemy to every revolution. Revolu- 
tion mull certainly degrade him, whether it places an abr 
folute monarch, of a democratic junto, on the throne. 

' The Sovereign naturally looks for.the fuppbrt of the 
Tipper Houfe, and in ‘every meaWrei agreealde to thd 
‘conftitution, and to the public weal, exerts his influence 
on the Hoilfe of Commons. Here the character of the 
monarch and his choice of mini fters muft appear, as iii 
&ny othef conftitution ; but with mu chiefs chance of 
danger to ‘political liberty.— The great engine of mo- 
narchy'in Europe, has freest the jarring privileges of the 
different Orders ; and the Sovereign, by Tiding with one 
'of thCm, obtained acceflions of prerogative ahd power.— 
It was thus that, tinder the Houfe of Tudor, our con- 
ftituttoh advanced with hafty ftrides to abfolute monar- 
chy ; and would have attained ft, had James the Firft 
tieen as able as he was willing t6 fecure what he firmly 
believed to be the divine rights of his Crown. 

' I do not recoiled hearing the lower ranks of the State 
Venting much of their difeontents againft the Peers, and 
they feerti to percei ve pretty deafly the advantages ari fl- 
ing from their prerogatives: They feem to look up to 
them as the firft who will protect them againft the agents 
of fovereignty. They know that a man may rife from 
‘the loweft ftation to the peerage, and that in that exalta- 
tion he remains conrieded with themfelves by the deareft 
ties ; and the Houfe of Commons take no offence at 
the creation of new Peers, becaufe their privileges as a 
Court, and their private rights, are not affeded by K. 
Accordingly, the Houfe has always oppofed every pro? 
jed oflimiting the King’s prerogative in this relped. 

3 A 
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How unlike is all this to the conftitution con-fflingof 
•the pyre reprefentatives of the Privileged Orders ut the. 
.Continental States. . The felf-conceited conftitu denial- 
ifts of France law fome thing in the Britilh Parliament 
which did hot fall in with their own hajly notions, and 
prided themfelves in not copying, from us. • This would 
have indicated great poverty of invention in a nation ao- 
cuftomed to confider itfelf as the teacher of mankind'. 
The mod fenfible of . them, however, wilhed to have a 
conftitution which they called an improvement of ours : 
.and this was the fimple.plan of a reprefentation of the two 
or three Orders of the State. , Their Upper Houfe 
fhould contain the reprefentatives of 100,000 noble Be. 

- The Princes of the Blood and Great Barons Iho.uld fit 
in it of their own right, and the reft by deputies.. The 
•Lower Houfe, or Tiers Etat, ffiould conlift of deputies 
from thole ignobly born ; fuch as merchants, perfons in 
jbe lower offices of the law, artilans, peafants, and a- 
fmall number of freeholders. . Surely, it needs no. deep 
refleflion to teach us what fort of deliberations would 
occupy fuch a houfe. It would be, a rooft ufeful occu- 
pation however, to perufe the hiftory of France, and of 
Other. nations, and fee what really did occupy the Tiers 
Tfat thus conftr.u&ed, .and what were their proceedings, 
their decifions, and the Heps, which they took to make 
them effectual. T‘ have no doubt but that this ftudy 
would cure molt of our advocates for general eligibility, 
and for general fuffrage. I have lately read Velley and 
Villaret’s Hiftory of France (by the bye, the AbbeJBar- 
ruel has Ihewn that the Club d’Holbach managed the pub- 
lication of this Hiftory after the fir ft eighty or ten vo- 
lumes, and flipped into it many things fuited to their im- 
pious project) and the accounts of the troublefome reigns 
of John, and Charles his fucceffor, by authors who 
wrote long before the Revolution ; and they filled me 
with horror. The only inftance that I met with of any 
thing, like moderation in the claims and difputes of the 
’different Orders of their States General, and of patrioi- 
ifm, or regard for the general interefts of the State, is in 
their meeting? during the minority of Charles VHI. .■ 
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' With refpe&’to the limitations of tHe eligibility into’ 
the Houfe of Commons, ; I think that there can be no’ 
doubt that thofe IhouW be excluded whofe habits of 
needy and : laborious life have precluded them from all 
opportunities of acquiring ibme general views'of politi- 
cal relations. Such perfons are totally unfit for delibe- 
rations, • where general or compreh'enfive views only are 
to be the fubjeQs of di'fcuflion ; they can have no con- 
ceptions of the fubjeft, and therefore no Ready notions’ 
or opinions, but muft change them after every fpeaker, 
and muft become the dupes of every demagogue. i 

But there 1 are other circumftances which make me 
thihk that, of all the clafles of citizens, the land propri- 
etors are the fitteft for holding this- important office. I’ 
do not infer this from their' having a more real connec- 
tion with the nation,' and a ftronger intereft in its fate — • 
I prefer them on accouht ’of their general habits of 
thought.'* Almoft all their ordinary tranfaflions are fuch 
as make them acquainted’ with the'interefts of others,’ 
caufe them to confider thofe in general points of view ; 
and, -'in Ihort, moil of their occupations are, in fotne 
degree, national. - -They are accuftomed to fettle differ- 
ences between thofe of lower Rations— -they are frequent- 
ly in the’ King’s cdrrtmifiion as 'juftices of the Peace! 
All thefe circumftances make them much apter fdiolars 
in that political knowledge, which is absolutely neccffa- 
-ry for a member of the Houfe of Commons. But, be-' 
fides this, I have no hefitation in faying that their turn 
of mind, their principles of conduct, are more general- 
ly fuch as become a Senator, than thofe of any other 
clafs - of men. This clafs includes almoft all men of fa- 
mily. I cannot help thinking that even what is called 
family pride is a fentiment in their favor. I am, con 
vinefcd that all’our propenfities are uftful in focicty,'ancl 
that their' bad effetls arife wholly from want of modera- 
tion in the indulgence of them, or fometimes from the 
impropriety of the occafion on which they are exerted. 
What propenlity is more general tfyau the do lire of ac- 
■quiiiitg permanent conhderation for ourfelws and our 
families P Where is the man to be found fo mean dpi rit- 
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as not to value' himfelf for being born of- creditable 
parents, and for creditable domeilic connexions? Is 
this wrong becaufe it has been abufed ? So then is every, 
pre-eminence of office ; and the direXors of republican 
France are as criminal as her former Nobles. This pro-, 
penlity of the human heart ffiould no more be rejeXed 
than the delire of power. It ffiould be regulated — but 
it ffiould certainly be made ufe of as one of the means 
of carrying on the national bufinefs. I think that we 
know fome of its good effeXs — It incites to a certain 
propriety of conduX that is generally agreeable — its ho- 
nelly is embellilhed by a manner that makes it more 
plead ng.. There is fomething that we. call the behaviour 
of a Gentleman that is immediately and uniformly un* 
derftood. The plained peafant or labotlrer will fay of a 
* man whom he efleems in a certain way, “ He is a Gem 
tleman, every bit of him”— and he is perfeXly under- 
Hood by all who hear him to mean, not a rank in life, 
but a turn of mind, a tenor of conduX that is amiable 
and worthy, and the ground of confidence. — 1 remark, 
with fome feeling of patriotic pride, that thefe are phra r 
fes almod peculiar to our language — in Ruflia the words 
would have no meaning. But there, the Sovereign is a 
defpot,and all but the Gentry are Haves ; and the Gem 
try arc at no pains to recommend their clafs by fuch a 
dillinXion, nor to give currency to fuch a phrafe. — I 
would infer from this peculiarity, that Britain is the hap- 
py land, where the wifeft ule has been made ofthispro- 
penfity of the human heart. 

If therefore there be a foundation for this peculiarity, 
the Gentry arc proper objeXs of our choice for filling 
the Houle of Commons. 

If theoretical confiderations are of any value in quef- 
tions of political difculfion, I would lay, that we have 
good realons for giving this clafs of citizens a great Ihare 
in the public deliberations. Belides what I have alrea- 
dy noticed of their habits of conlidering things in gene- 
ral points of view, and their feeling a clofer c.onneXiou 
With the nation than any other clafs. I would fay that 
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tbc power and influence which naturally attach to theu 1 
being called to offices of public truft* will probably ba 
better lodged in their hands. If they are generally fe-» 
lecied for thcfe offices, they come to conlider them a<| 
''parts of their civil condition, ,as fituations natural to 
them. They will therefore exercife this power and in- 
fluence with the moderation and calmnefs of habit — they 
are no novelties to them — they are not afraid of lofin 
them ; — therefore, when in office, they do not catch a* 
the opportunities of exerciling them. This is the ordi- 
nary conduct of men, and therefore is a ground of pro- 
bable reafoning. — In fhort, I fhould expetl from our 
Gentry fomewhat of generofity and candour, which 
would temper the commercial principle, which fcems to 
regulate the national tranfa&ions of modem Europe, and 
whofe effects feem lefs friendly to the belt interelt of hu- 
manity, than even the Roman principle of glory. 

i 

The Reader will now believe t,hat I would" not re- 
commend the filling the Houle of Commons with mer* 
chants, although they ieem to be the natural Reprefenta- 
xives of the monied intereft of the nation. But I do not 
wifh to conlider that Houle as the Reprelentative of 
any Orders whatever, or to dilturb its deliberations with 
any debates on their jarring imerells. The man of pure- 
ly commercial .notions difclaims all generofity — recom- 
mends honelly becaufe it is the belt policy — in Ihorf, 
.** places the value'of a thing in as much money as ’twill 
bring.” I fliould watch the conduct of fuch men more 
narrowly than that of the Nobles. Indeed, the hillory 
of Parliament will (how that the Gentry have not been 
the molt venal part of the Houfe. The Illumination 
which now dazzles the world aims directly atonultiply- 
ing the number of venal members, by filling the fenates 
of Europe with men who may be bought at a low price* 
Minilterial corruption is the fruit of Liberty, and free- 
dom dawned in this nation in Queen Elizabeth's time, 
when her ininiitcr bribed Wentworth. — A wife and free 
Legiflation will endeavour to make this as expenfive and 
trouble tome as poiiible, and therefore will neither admit 
univeifal fuffrage nor a very exteniive eligibility. *- 
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Thefe two circumftances,befides opening a wider door'to* 

' corruption, tend to deftroy the very intention of all civil 
cooftitutions.' The great objeft in them is, to make a 
great number of people happy.* Some men place their 
chief enjoyment in meafuring their ftrength with others, 
and love to be continually employed in canvafling, in- 
triguing, and carrying on fome little pieces of a fort of 
public bufinefs ; to- fuch men univerfal fuffrage and eli- 
gibility- would be paradife— but it is to be hoped : that 
the number of fuch is not. very great : for this occupa- 
tion muft be accompanied by much difquiet among^their 
neighbours, much difienfion, and mutual offence andill- 
• will — and the peaceable, the ; indolent, the ftudious, and 
the half of the nation, the women, 1 will be great fufferers 
by all this. In a nation poflefling many of the comforts 
and pleafures of life, the happieft government is ‘ that . 
which will leave the greateft number poftible totally un- 
occupied with national affairs, and at full liberty to en- 
joy all their domfeftic and focial pleafures, and to do this 
with fecurity and permanency. Great limitations in the 
right of elefcting feems therefore a circumftance necefla- . 
ry for this purpofe ; and limitations are.equally necefla- 
ry on the eligibility.' When the - offices of power and 
emolument are open to all,'the fcramble becomes' uni- 
verfal, and the nation is never at peace. 1 The road to a 
feat fn Parliament fhould be acceflible to all ;* but it 
ibOuld be long, ' fo that many things, which all may in 
time obtain, fhall be requifite’for qualifying the candi- 
date. The road fhoulct alfo be fuch that all fhould be 
induced to walk.in it, in the profecution of their or- 
dinary bufinefs ; and their admiffion into public offices 
fhould depend on the .progrefs which they have made in 
the advancement of their own fortunes. Such • regulati- 
ons would, I think, give the greateft chance of filling the 
offices with perfons fitteft for them, by their talents, their 
experience, and their habits of thinking. - Thefe habits, 
and the views of life which a man forms in conference 
of his fituation, are of the utmoft importance. 

After all thefe obfervations, * I muft ftill recur to a 
potition which I have repeated more than once, namely, 
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that our conftitution, which nearly embraces ‘all. thefe 
circumstances, has attained its preient excellence chietly 
in confdquence of the innate worth of the BritiQi charac- 
ter. About the time of the Conqueft, our conllitution 
hardly differed from that of France. But the claihing 
of interelts between the different Orders of the fubjects 
.was. not fo rancorous and obfhnate — thefe Orders melt- 
ed more eafily together — tbe purity of the principle of 
Reprefentation in the States was lefs attended to; and 
.while the French Peers gradually left off minding any 
bufinefs but their own, and left the High Court of Ju- 
dicature to the lawyers, and die King to his Cabinet 
.Council, the Peers of Great Britain, overlooking their 
own lefs important diltinftions, attended more to the 
.State, became a permanent Council to the Sovereign in 
.the adminiftration and legiflation ; and, with a patriot- 
ism and a patience that are unknown to the other Gran- 
.dees of Europe, continued to hear and to judge in all 
.queftions ofjuflice and property between the inferior. ci- 
tizens of the State. . Britilh Liberty is the highly-prized 
fruit of all this worthy conduff, and moll people aferibe 
it to the fuperigr fpirit and independence of the national 
character. It (trikes me, however, as more furely in- 
dicating fuperior virtue, and more judicious patnotifm ; 
and our happy conflitution is not more juflly entitled to 
.the admiration apd refpehl that is paid to it by aH Eu- 
rope, than to the affeflionate and grateful attachment of 
every true-hearted Briton. 

Since the publication of this volume I have feen a 
very remarkable work indeed* on the fame fubjeft,. M<- 
moires pour fervir a I'HiJloire du Jacobinifme , par M. 
X Abbe -Barruel. This author confirms all that I have 
.faid of the Enlighteners , whom he very aptly calls Phi~ 
.lofophijls ; and of the abufe's of Free Mafonry in France. 
• He fhows, unqueflionably, that a formal and fyftema- 
tic confpiracy againfl Religion was formed and zcalouf- 
jly prolecuted by Voltaire, d’Alembert, and Diderot, 
.affifled by Frederic II. King of Pruiiia; and I fee that 
•their principles and their manner of procedure have been 
The fame with thole of the German atbeiffs and anar- 
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drifts. Like them they hired an Afmy of Writers ; they 
induftrioullv pufhed their writings into every honfe and 
every cottage. Thofe writings were equally calculated 
for inflaming the fenfual appetites of men, and for 
.perverting their judgments. They endeavoured to get 
the command of the Schools, particularly thofe for thfe 
lower clalfes ; and they erected and managed a prodi- 
gious number of Circulating Libraries and Reading So- 
cieties. M. Barruel lays, that this gang of public cor- 
fuptors have held their meetings for many years m the 
Hotel de Holbach at Paris, and that Voltaire was their 
honorary Prefident. The moft eminent members were 
d’ Alembert, Diderot, Condercet , La Harpe, Turgot, Ld- 
moignon. They took the name of (Economists, and 
latfcded to be continually occupied with plans for im- 
proving Commerce,* Manufactures, Agriculture* Fi- 
nance, &g. and publifbed from time to time refpect- 
able performances on thofe fubjects.— — — But their darl- 
ing project was to deftroy Chriftianity and alt Reli- 
gion, and to bring about a total change of Govern- 
ment. They employed writer's to compofe corrupt- 
ing and impious books — thefe were reviled by the So>- 
•ciety, and corfetted till they fuited their purpofe. A 
.number Were printed jn a handfome manner, to defrajr 
•the expence • and then a much greater number were 
printed iti the cheapefl: form poffible, and given for n 6 - 
-thing, or at very low prices, to hawkers and pedlars* 
with injunctions to diltribute them feeretly through the 
cities and villages. They, even hired perfons to read 
them" to conventicles of thofe who had hot learned to 
•read* (See vol. i. 343— 355.) ' 

* The author makes an obfervation which is as juft as it fa 
• agreeable. This atrocious gang folicited, with the mod anxious 
. afTiduity, the participation and patronage of the great ones of the 
world, and boaft of feveral very exalted names : Frederic II. of 
Pruflia, whom they call the Solomon of the North, Catharine II. 
Gudavus King of Sweden, the King of Denmark, &c. &c. But in 
the whole feries of their ccrrefpondence there it not thsr lead trace 
of any encouragement or any hopes from our excellent Sovereign 
George HI. - Defpifmg the incenfe of fuch wretches, and deted-’ 
. ii.g their fclence, he lias truly merited the title of Pbihf'gLr, by 
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• I am particularly ftruck by a pofition of Abbe Bar- 
rue}, That Irreligion and unqualified Liberty and 
Equality are the genuine and original Secrets of Free Ma- 
fonry , and the ultimat um of a regular progrefs through 
oil its degrees.” He fupports this remarkable pofition 
with great ingenuity, and many very pertinent fafts. I 
confefs that n'ow, when I have got this itnpreffion, I 
lhall find it very difficult to efface it. But I muft alfo 
foy, that this thought never ftruck me, during all the 
''time that I have been occupied with it ; nor have I ever 
heard it expreffed by any Brother, except fuch as had 
been illuminated; and fuch Brethren always confidered’ 
this as an innovation or improvement on genuine Britifb 
Free Mafonry. I recollect, indeed, that Nicholai, in 
His account of the German Rofycrucians,, fays, that the 
erbjeft of Free Mafonry in England, fince the time of 
James fl. ii Toleration in Religious Opinions , as Roy-- 
alifm had been the objefl beforethat time. 

The account which the Abbe gives of the Chevalerie 
du Soleil is very conformable to one of'the three rituals 
in my poffeffion. His account of the Chevalerie de Rofe 
Croix , and fom€ others," differs confiderably from thofe 
ib my box. 1 have reafon to think that my materials' 
are tranferipts from the rituals, See. which Rofa intro- 
duced into the German Lodges, becaufe the writer oP 
the greateft part of them is an; inhabitant of that city. ‘ 

: 1 think that the Abbe Barruel’s account of this matter 
fuggefts a- pletffing reflection. • All the Brethren on the 
Continent agree* in faying, that Free Mafonry was im- ; 
ported from Great Britain about the beginning of thi? 
century, and this in the form of a My ftical Society. It 
has been atffiduoufly cultivated in Britain ever fince that 

having done more for the real IllamtBation of the World, by thw 
promotion of true Science, than Louis XIV. with .his penfioned 
Academicians, .or than all the prefeat Sovereigns, of Europe unit* 
ed ; and has uniformly diftiuguifhed himielf by his regard for true 
ifeligion, and every tiling that is venerable and iacred. This, 
atniaion ii above' all praife ! 
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time, and I believe that the Fraternity is more numer- 
ous here, in proportion to the population of the coun- 
try, than in any other kingdom j yet in Britain tbe Bre- 
thren have never fufpeXed that its principles were fedi- 
tious or atheiftical. While the Free Mafonry of the 
Continent was tricked up with- all the frippery of ftars 
and ribbands, or was perverted to the mod profligate and 
impious purpofes, and the Lodges became feminariesof 
Foppery, of Sedition, and Impiety, it has retained in 
Britain its original form, Ample and unadorned, and the 
Lodges have remained the fcencs of innocent merriment, 
or meetings of Charity and Beneficence. As the good 
fenfe and found judgments of Britons have preserved 
them from the abfurd follies of Tranfmutaticm, of Ghod- 
raifing, and of Magic, To their honed hearts and their 
innate good difpoiitions have made them deted and re- 
ject the mad projeXs and impious do&rines of Cofmo- 
polites, Epicurids, and Athcids. 

• 0 fortunatos nimium 2 , fua Ji bona norint 
. A ng It colas ! 

I have more confidence than ever in the fentiment 
-which I expreffed as an encouragement for our moral 
indruftors ; and with greater eamefinefs do I call on 
them to refcue from corruption and impending ruin 4 
nation fo highly deferving of their care. : 

. Mr. Barruel, in the eighteenth chapterof his Work, has 
fuggeded fome reflexions, which highly merit attention, 
and greatly tend to efface the impreffion which is natur- 
ally made on the minds of the unthinking and precipi- 
tant, when they obferve fuch a lift of authors, whom 
they have been accudomed to admire, all leagued againfl 
Religion. I think, however, that nothing can more ef- 
4eXually remove-; it, than whatT have already fliowri of 
the vile-and difgraceful tricks which thefe lophids have 
been guilty of to fupport theif caufe. The caufe of this 
numerous affociation is diftinXly feen in their very pro- 
cedure. ' ‘ The very firft fiep in their progrefs is depra- 
vation of manners, ' In this they have labourcd with as 



POSTSCRIPT. 395 

much earneftnefs as either Spartacus, or Minos, or 
Bahrdt. It was a treat 10 me to learn that La Clofe’s 
abominable book Les Liafom Dangereufes , was not 
merely pandering for his patron Orleans, but alfo work- 
ing for his matters at the. Hotel d’Holbacfi. Nothing 
gives fuch certain bread to thofe authors, in the begin- 
ning of their career, as immoral and impure writings ; — • 
and with fuch did even their chief fet out, and fill his 
pockets ; witnefs his Pucelle d’Orleans ; and even after 
they became th efages of France , they continued, either 
from coarfe tafte or from ferious principle, for the dia- 
bolical purpofe of inflaming the paffions of others, to in- 
terlard their graveft performances with impure thoughts 
and fentiments. Nay, the fecret of the Hotel d’HolbacH 
Ihews us that, for any thing we know to the contrary, 
the vileft productions of their prefs may have been the 
compofitions of the o&ogenary Voltaire, of the flyd’A- 
lembert, or of the author of the Pere de Famille. What 
a pity it is that the Decline of the Roman Empire was not 
all written in England, and that its learned and elegant 
author, by going into their fociety, has allowed himfelf 
to be drawn into this muddy and degrading vortex l 

I fhould fcarcely afk foT more to difguft me with the 
philofophy of thefe feges, and to make me diftruft all 
-their pretenfions to knowledge. The meannefs of the 
conduCT fuited the original poverty of the whole of them ; 
Hbut its continuance ftrips them of all claims to the name 
of philofophers. Their pretended wifdom is only cun- 
ning — and we muff acknowledge that their conduct was 
■clever: for this mean of corruption, concealed or em- 
bellifhed by thdr talents for fentimental flang (f can 
give it no better name) made their converfarion ami their 
writings moft acceptable to their noble patrons. — Now it 
is that Religion, of necefiity, comes on the field ; ftv 
Religion tells us, that thefe are mean pleafures for cr: ; 
tures bom to our profpetts ; and Chrittianity tells u , 
that they are grofs tranfgrelfions of the only jitfl morality . 
The progrefs of the pupil will now he rapid ; for he will 
iirten with willing ears to lefions which flatter his pallr- 
ons. Yet Voltaire thinks it neccffary to enhven the lei- 
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fans by a little of the falaifan,- quelques bans mots a-pro- 
pos aupres des femmes, which h,e recommends to d’Alem- 
bert, who, it feems, was deficient in this kind of fmall 
talk. 

Surely all this is very unlike to wifdom ; and when 
we fee that it is part of a plan, and this an obvious one, 
it fhould grSatly lelTen our wonder at the number of 
thefe admired infidels. If we would now proceed to 
examine their pretenfions to fcience, on which they 
found their claim to the name of philofophers, we muft 
be careful to take the word in a fenfe that is unequivocal. 
Its true meaning is by no means what is commonly afiign- 
ed to it, a lover of knowledge. It is a lover of wifdom ; 
and philofophy profefies to teach us what are the con. 
ftituents of human felicity, and what are the means of 
attaining it; what are our duties, and the general rules 
for our conduct. The ftoics were philofophers. The 
Chriftians are alfo philofophers. The Epicureans and 
the Sopbifts of France would alfo 'be called philofophers. 
I have put in my objection to this claim already, and 
need not repeat my reafons for faying that their doctrines 
are not di&ates of Wifdom. I lhall only add, that their 
own conduft Ihows plainly that their • principles had no 
effed on tbemfelves, becaufe we fee, from the feries of 
eorrefpondence which Mr. Barruel has laid before us, 
tfiat they do not fcruple to pradifevillanous and hypocri- 
tical tricks, which never fail to difgrace a man, and are 
totally irfeconcileable with our notions of human digni- 
ty. Voltaire patiently took a caneing from an officer at 
Frankfort, for having wittily told lies of his fcholar Fre- 
deric, and his wifdom told him that his honor was clear- 
ed by offering to meet the Major, each of them provid- 
ed with an inje&ion fyringe. This was thought fublimc 
wit at Ferney. I do not fuppofe that the Have Epi&e- 
|ys, or the loldier Digby, would have ended the affair 
in this manner. Many of the deeds of wifdom of the 
club d’Holbach were more degrading than even this ; 
and I am confident that the whole of this phalanx of fages 
were confcious that they were treated by their patrons 
and pupils as Voltaire was treated by the Solomon of 
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the North, and that their notions of the vr'aie fag eft 
were alfo the fame with hi$. He gives this account of it 
in his letter to his niece : “ Le Roi lui avoit repondu ; 

* j'aurai befoin deVoltaire un an toutau plus — On preffe 
l’orange, et on jette Fecorce.’ Je me fuis fait rcpeter ces 
douces paroles” — (How poor Voltaire would grin !) — 
“ Je vois bien qu’on a prelfe l’orange — il faut "petifer & 
fauvef i’ecorce.” ■ 

But, as things ftand at prefent, phflofopher means a. 
man of fcience, and in this fenfe of the word our fages, 
claim great rcfpeCt. No claim can be worfe founded. 
It is amuling to obferve the earneRnefs with which they 
recommend the Rudy of natural hiRory. One does not 
readily fee the connexion of this with their oltenlible 
object, the happinefs of roan. A petufal of Voltaire’s 
fetters betrays the fecret. Many years ago he heard that 
forae obfervations oir the formation of Rrata, and the. 
fulfils found in them, were incompatible with the age, 
which the Mofaic hiRory feems to affign to this globe. 
Jle mentions this with. great ex-uhatioartn foine of his 
early letters ; and, from that time forward, never ceales 
'to enjoin his colleagues to prefs the Rudy of natural hif- 
tory and cofmogony,. and carefully to bring forward 
every fact which was hoRile to the Mofaic accounts. Ifc 
became a ferious part of the exercifes of their wealthy 
pupils, and their perplexing difeoveries were moR of- 
tentatioufly difplayed. M. de.Luc, a very eminent na- 
turaliR, has fhewn, in a letter to the Chevalier Dr. Zim- 
mermann (pubiiRied, I think, about the year 1790) how- 
very fcanty the knowledge of thefe obfervers has been, 
and. how precipitate have been their concluftons. For 
my own part, I think the affair is of little confeqnence. 
Moles writes the hiRory’, not of this globe, but of the 
race of Adam. 

The fcience of thefe philofophers is not remarkable in 
other branches, if we except M. d'Alembert's mathema- 
tics.* Yet the impofing confidence of Voltaire was 

* Never was there any thing more contemptible titan the phyi'i- 
cal and mechanical poiitions in Diderot’s great work, the SjJI.kii Je. 
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fiich, that he paffes for a perfon fully infordied, • and he 
pronounces on every fubjeQ with fo much authority, 
■with fuch-a force of expreflion, and generally with fo 
much wit or pleafantry,- thathis hearers and readers are 
fofcinatcd, and foon convinced of what they wifh to be 
true. 

It is not by the wifdom nor by the profound know-* 
ledge which thefe writers difplay, that they have acquir- 
ed celebrity, a fame which has been fo pernicious. It 
is by fine writing, by works addreffed to the imagina- 
tion and to the affections, by excellent dramas, by af- 
feCting moral effays, full of expfellions of the greateft 
refpeCt for virttie, the moft tender benevolence, and the 
higheft fentiments of honor and dignity.— By thefe means 
they fafcinate all readers ; they gain the cfleem of the 
worthy, who imagine them lincere, and their pernicious 
doctrines are thus fpread abroad, and ftealinto the minds 
of the diffolute, the licentious, and the unwary. 

But I am writing to Britons, who are confidered by 
our neighbours on the Continent as a nation of philofo- 
phers — to the countrymen of Bacon, of Locke, of New- 
ton — who are not to be wheedled like children, but mull 
fee reafoned with as men. — Voltaire, who decides with- 
out helitation. on the character of the moft diftant na- 
tions in the moft remote antiquity, did not know us ; 
he came among us, in the beginning of his career, with 
the higheft expeQations of our fupport, and hoped to 
ipake his fortune by his Pucelle d’Orleans. It was re- 
jected with difdain— but we publifhed his Henriadc for 
him : and, notwithftanding his repeated difappointments 

la tfjktre (Barruel affirms, that he was the author, and got ioo pu- 
toles for Che copy, from the perfon who related the llory to him) 
that long ago found that Diderot had affifted Robinet to make a 
feook out of his Mafonic Oration which I mentioned in page 37. 
Robinet traded to Diderot’s knowledge in natural philofophy. But 
die Junto were afhamed of the book Dc la Nature. Diderot i'eems 
to hare, after this, read Dr. Hartley’s book, and has greatly refined 
on the crude fyftem of Robinet.- But after all, the SjJlare ile ic Na- 
ture is contemptible, if it be considered as pretending to what is re- 
ceived as fcience by a mechanical philofophcr. 
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of the fame kind, he durft not offend his countrymen by 
flandering us, but joined in the profound refpecf paid 
by all to Britifh fcience. — Our writers, whether on na*. 
tural or moral fcience, are ftill regarded as ftandard daf- 
fies, and are ftudied with care, fcord Verulam is ac- 
knowledged by every man of fcience to have given the 
fir(t jufl defeription of true philofophy, pointed out its 
objects, and afeertained its mode of procedure — -And 
Newton is equally allowed to have evinced the propri- 
ety of the Baconian precepts by his unequalled fuccefs, 
fuz Mrthcfifacem preferente. — The mold celebrated pbi- 
lo fop hers on the Continent are thofe who have complet- 
ed by demonffration the wonderful gueffesof his pene- 
trating genius. Bailli, or Condorcet (I forget which) 
ftruck .with the inconceivable reaches of Newton’s 
thoughts, breaks out, in the words of Lucretius, 

Te fequor, 0 magnsc gentis deeus , inque tuts nunc 
Fixa pedum pono preffis vcjligia Jignis. 

“Tu pater et rerum inventor, tu patria r, ills 
Svppeditas precepta, tuifque ex inclute chart is > 

Flcriferis at apes in faltilus omnia libatit , 

Omnia nos itidem depafetmur aurea dicta ; 
jiurea, perpetud femper dignijfima vita. 

• 

After fuch avowels of our capacity to inftru6V our- 
felves, dull we ftill fly to thofe difturbers of the world 
for our lclfons P No — Let us rally round oar own ftand- 
ar<L — let us take the path pointed out by Bacon — let us 
follow the ftcps'of Newton — and, to conclude, let us fh- 
rioully conhder a moll excellent advice by the highelt 
authority : 

“ Beware of falfe prophets, who come to you in 
fheep’s cloathing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves 

—BY THEIR Fi U ITS YE SHALL KVOff THEM—Do 

men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiltles ?•’ 
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